HISTORY OF THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
PART I: THE AVERY YEARS, 1927-1952
Compiled and Annotated
By
David B. Field
Overseer of Lands
Maine Appalachian Trail Club
1937
PREFACE
Many of the original letters that I have transcribed were hand-written, and often difficult to read.
Most anything enclosed in brackets [ ] is one of my comment inserts. An insert “[?]” indicates
that I just could not read a word or section in the original letter. (In a few cases, the author of a
typed manuscript used brackets within a quoted passage but it should be clear from the context
that these are not my comments.) I have used braces { } to enclose hand-written marginal notes
in otherwise typed manuscript and also to enclose footnotes in the original material. Throughout,
I have corrected obvious typos but have not changed misspellings and abbreviations that reflect
the culture of the times and places. Except for these items, the text included in “THE WRITTEN
RECORD” are verbatim transcriptions of the original documents as best as I was able to read
them.
SUMMARY
The 1937 files are most unusual in that they contain no letters at all from Walter Greene, who
was seriously ill for most of the year. A few reports and letters attributed to him were, I believe,
composed by Myron Avery. The highlight of the year was certainly the completion of the
Appalachian Trail in Maine, and the entire Appalachian Trail, by the C.C.C. on the high saddle
between Sugarloaf and Spaulding mountains on August 14. Throughout the year, Avery
remained obsessed with publicity for the Trail in Maine and, as usual, with finances for
publications and Trail work. The year also began efforts by Avery, concerned over the lack of
control of indiscriminate camping in the new Baxter State Park, to have the area become a
National Park. This effort, along with Avery’s attempt to persuade the Appalachian Mountain
Club to defer publication of its Guide to the Katahdin area in deference to the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club’s “Katahdin Supplement” led to increasing estrangement between Avery
and the A.M.C. (which also opposed the Katahdin National Park proposal.) Late in the year, the
Bates College Outing Club voted to accept responsibility for the maintenance of the Appalachian
Trail from the Andover-B Hill Road to the summit of Saddleback Mt.
THE WRITTEN RECORD
January 4, 1937. Myron Avery to F. E. Cousins, City Editor, Portland Press Herald
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Dear Mr. Cousins:
I shall be in Boston during the week of January 5th for the trial of a case and if the opportunity
presents itself, I hope to find the time to come down to Portland. If so, I hope to give myself the
pleasure of a brief visit. I think you will recall that you have about 19 negatives or prints which I
have forwarded. I would not press the matter except that a dozen of them were borrowed and I
have been reminded of this matter. I enclose 3 other prints which may be of interest to you.
My address during the week will be the Parker house, Boston. Will you be available on Saturday
the 9th if I am unable to be in Portland earlier?
cc Miss Park
January 4, 1937. Myron Avery to M. R. Stackpole, District Engineer, Water Resources
Branch, State house, Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Stackpole:
I appreciate very much your writing me in detail as to the situation with respect to the
topographic maps. I hope that some progress may be made with the plan of a resolve to cover the
uncompleted sections in which we are particularly interested. As there is such a plan underway,
it means that the resumption of the topographic mapping is receiving consideration, which is the
principal thing I had in mind.
If you think that there would be any benefit in having letters written to any of the people who are
in a position to press the legislation, would you be good enough to make specific suggestions to
me? Naturally, we want to do anything that is possible to forward the project.
If there is any progress made and you happen to think of it, I would appreciate very much your
bearing in mind to let me know of the developments
cc: Watson
January 5, 1937. Essay by Myron Avery. This is a condensation, for the Portland Sunday
Telegram, of Avery’s brochure “THE SILVER AISLE”. {File 38. Copy Flynt, copy Folder
42, copy Article files}
MAINE’S TRAIL
by
MYRON H. AVERY
Chairman, The Appalachian Trail Conference
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As if inspired by her motto, Dirigo, Maine has once more come to the fore. With a suddenness,
yet thoroughness of execution, almost unappreciated and unrealized by her citizenry at large, the
State has come into the possession of a tremendous recreational resource. With the sole
exception, perhaps, of the system of downhill and cross-country ski trails being developed in
New England and New York, no single development has attracted to such a degree the interest of
outdoor clubs and recreationalists, as has the “Silver Aisle” in Maine. This is the northernmost
or the Maine section of the 2,054-mile Appalachian Trail, which, “like a silvered aisle”, leads
through the somber-hued spruce and fir forests of the depths of the Maine wilderness with its
cathedral-like silences, unerring in its course as a driven arrow. It is the glistening white paint
blazes marking the path, which suggest that it is a silvered aisle, a gateway to the finest of
Maine’s mountains, lakes, forests and streams. Visions of earthly beauty, the joy of
contemplation in lonely grandeur and the sense of physical well-being and mental relaxation
which grow out of exertion, are the lot of those who follow this shining path through its somber
setting. For the white blazes of The Appalachian Trail lead far distant from the rush and clamor
of highways and the wearying complexities of cities and towns. Time turns backward for a
century and it is as if one were retracing the course of the pioneers.
Perhaps a word as to the origin of this trail—a master footpath—the longest trail in the world
today and perhaps at any time: The proposal of the Appalachian Trail was originally advanced
in 1921 by Benton MacKaye of Shirley, Massachusetts. Forester, philosopher and dreamer,
MacKaye, from his wanderings in the New England forests, had conceived the vision of a trail,
which for all practical purposes should be endless. MacKaye’s proposal aroused interest among
the outing Clubs in the east and The Appalachian Trail Conference was formulated to transform
this dream into a reality. Years of planning, labor, struggle and adversity, culminating in final
success, have witnessed the practical completion of the project. {[Footnote:] A comprehensive
statement of the Trail project, detailing its history, route, guidebook data and bibliography, is
contained in a 36-page booklet, entitled THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL (second edition),
obtainable from The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.
C. at a cost of 25 cents. A series of five Guidebooks describes in detail the route of The Trail;
descriptive circulars as to the available Trail literature may be had upon request from The
Appalachian Trail Conference.} Now the Appalachian Trail extends from Maine’s finest peak—
the superb, massive granite monolith which is Katahdin—some 2054 miles south to Mt.
Oglethorpe in Georgia, the southern end of the Blue Ridge Mountains. But for an insignificant 4
miles, 2 in the north and 2 in the south, we might herald the initial completion of the entire route.
Of all this master trail, the section in Maine was the last to be undertaken and the last to be
completed. Here, originally, the project had seemed impossible of construction. In Maine there
were no outing or mountaineering clubs—as in other sections—to maintain and develop the Trail.
It had seemed as if there was no alternative except to establish the Trail’s northern terminus at
Mount Washington in the White Mountains of New Hampshire. Before, however, abandoning
the Maine link, a detailed study was made of a possible route, and gradually a feasible location
of a high scenic order was developed.
This is not the place to tell of the labor, discouragements and unhoped for assistance but the end
of 1933 saw a completed, marked trail extending 176 miles from Katahdin to Mt. Bigelow.
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{[Footnote:] For a detailed account of the successive marking of sections of the Trail and those
responsible for the work, see GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE (second
edition) and the 1933, 1934, 1935 and 1936 issues of In the Maine Woods (published by The
Bangor and Aroostook Railroad, Bangor, Maine).}
This was progress and even had the route stopped here it would have been a real achievement.
But such was not to be the destiny of The Silver Aisle. On the recommendation of James W.
Sewall, Old Town, Maine, C. C. C. Forester, the Appalachian Trail in Maine was formally
adopted in 1935 as a C.C.C. project. Crews from 4 camps, Millinocket, Greenville, Flagstaff and
Rangeley, covered the route of the Trail, widening it, cutting out bushes and logs, renewing the
marking and developing a trail of an outstanding type. The work, with the support of the Maine
Forest Service, was continued in 1936 under Mr. Sewall’s direction. In late October, when a
howling blizzard forced a retreat of the C. C. C. crew under Foreman George Winter of Bangor,
struggling to clear the last gap, only two miles high on the slope of Sugarloaf, Maine’s second
highest mountain, remained unfinished.
Other states have sponsored through trails. Vermont has its 260-mile Long Trail, extending from
the Canadian border to the Massachusetts line; the White Mountains of New Hampshire are a
network of trails, mainly the result of amateur labor; and Connecticut has an extensive trail
system. But the C. C. C. labor on the Trail in Maine has overcome the deficiencies attendant
upon amateur construction, and sections which might otherwise be narrow, semi-overgrown or
difficult to follow are now an open route--a joy to travel. In its aspect of a superior quality of
construction of a true wilderness route, the Maine Trail is unique. Apart from its scenic
attractions and wealth of lore and history, this is the outstanding feature of the Maine section of
the through Trail.
Perhaps some brief facts as to the Trail in Maine would be of interest. The length of the Trail
from Katahdin to the Maine-New Hampshire Line, at Carlo Col, is 261 miles by the Dead River
Route or 264.8 miles by the alternate historic Arnold Trail route. It crosses the highest and
second highest peaks of the state. In addition, there are extensive side trail systems to Gulf Hagas,
Joe Mary Mtn., Potaywadjo Ridge and the Bigelow Range Trail. Boardman, White Cap,
Chairback, Columbus, Fourth, Third, Barren, Boarstone, Moxie Bald, Pleasant Pond, Bigelow,
Sugarloaf, Spaulding, Abraham, Saddleback, Elephant, Spruce, Baldpate, Old Speck, Mahoosuc
Arm and Goose Eye Mountains and many lesser peaks are on the route. Canoe ferries still at
Moxie Pond and the Kennebec River. The canoe ferry at the site of the Nesowadnehunk Dam on
the Penobscot West Branch has been eliminated by the construction of a substantial cable bridge,
a much-needed mode of crossing the river here. Only two towns, Monson and Blanchard, are on
the route.
The supervision of The Appalachian Trail in Maine is under the jurisdiction of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club, organized in 1935. This organization comprises those who have been
instrumental in developing the Trail in the state, and is unique in that the sole qualification for
membership is to have rendered distinguished service to the Trail project in Maine. There are no
dues. The President of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club is Walter D. Greene; honorary VicePresidents are Forest Commissioner George H. Seavey, Commissioner of Inland Fisheries &
Game George J. Stobie and C.C.C. Forester James W. Sewall. The Secretary is J. F. Schairer and
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the Treasurer Mrs. Charles W. Williams. The directors of this organization are Professor W, H.
Sawyer, Jr., Forest Supervisor Robert G. Stubbs, Game Warden Helon N. Taylor, Shailer S.
Philbrick, and A. H. Jackman. The Overseer of Trails Is Myron H. Avery of Lubec, Maine; the
Publicity Chairman is Roy H. Flynt, Augusta, Maine.
A unique feature of the Trail in Maine is that, although it leads through an utter wilderness, yet it
is so located that comfortable accommodations may be found at the interval of a moderate day’s
journey. This seeming incongruity of finding accommodations each night on a twenty-four day
journey of 265 miles in the wilderness is explained by the existence of sporting camps, a form of
hostelry peculiar to Maine. Thus the traveler along the Trail in Maine, utilizing the sporting
camps, may indeed know the joy of traveling light. His pack will be reduced to the barest
personal necessities; ten pounds will suffice; energy may be devoted to pleasures along the route
rather than expended in the drudgery of being a human packhorse.
Those who wish a more strenuous, self-sufficient trip will camp out and carry their own
equipment. A continuous series of such public campsites (lean-to shelters) is planned for the
Trail route; 7 were built by the C.C.C. in 1935 and 6 in 1936. From Grafton Notch to Mt.
Bigelow the chain is now complete.
For detailed trail directions as to the route, prepared to read in both directions, maps, a list of
available public accommodations, approaches to the Trail, its Geology, Bibliography, etc., every
traveler will require the 254-page GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, issued
($1.00) by The Appalachian Trail Conference.
And now having become familiar with the Appalachian Trail project, let us venture forth along
the Trail from Katahdin.
We leave Katahdin at its west end between two stone monoliths, termed the "Gateway", and
descend the Hunt Spur to beautiful Daicey Pond, the location of the first sporting camp to be
encountered on our journey. From Daicey Pond the Trail leads down the worn old road along
Nesowadnehunk Stream to the West Branch of the Penobscot, a dark, rushing torrent as it
gathers momentum for its leap over Nesowadnehunk Falls, with the ominous roar which, some
distance back on the Trail, warned of the river. A cable bridge, built across the old dam piers by
the C.C.C. has supplanted the former uncertain canoe crossing here after the old dam was
destroyed a few years ago.
The crossing of the West Branch has brought us into very close contact with the lumber industry
as now carried on in the Maine woods. It has passed through three stages; the primitive old pine
times, the long logs (spruce) and now the pulpwood (four-foot lengths of spruce, fir and poplar,
or "popple", as the woodsmen term it).
These rivers form the highways by which the logs were driven to the mills, principally at Bangor,
where the Penobscot meets the tidewater, once the center of the nation's lumber industry. Cut in
the deep snows of the winter, the logs were “yarded" on the ice and banks of streams, whose
swollen torrents in early spring carried them to the mills. Oftentimes the drives would be "hung"
by low water. Much clearing of streams, removal of obstructions and building of dams to serve
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either for water storage or fenders, were required to insure the passage of this uncontrollable
craft. The hardships of the men who broke the jams, ran the logs, "sacked” the rear and stood
waist deep in the ice-cold water from daylight to dark and "camped" beside the rivers in the
melting snows, developed a distinct type - the river-driver - at his best in white water and where
danger threatened.
Regretfully, we leave the West Branch with its vivid past, cross several ridges and descend to the
east end of Rainbow Lake, a long, irregularly shaped body of water. Its shores have been burned
and the resulting desolation impresses in an unforgettable fashion the need for extreme care in
the woods - either with campfires or in smoking. Soon we reach Rainbow Lake Camps in a
wooded oasis in the burned lands.
The third day is an effortless journey to Nahmakanta, most remote in the Maine wilderness. If
anywhere there is peace and isolation, it is at Nahmakanta, encircled by high hills. Even the
loggers have been gone from here for a decade. Nahmakanta is Indian for "lake of the largest
fish", but its piscatorial attractions - which we do not test - fade beside its other allurements.
The next day leads along Nesuntabunt (three-headed) Mountain, around the west shore of the
lake and down the age-old Nahmakanta Tote- road. From the White House Camps, at the head of
Pemadumcook Lake, which we reach at the end of the fourth day, we look over the enormous
lower lakes on the Penobscot West Branch, here a veritable inland sea.
The next morning we retrace the blue-blazed trail, which indicates the side trail to the White
House Camps, to the main Trail over Potaywadjo Ridge with its enormous spring near the
summit, and descend to the picturesque Joe Mary Lakes. Forty miles away, the massive bulk of
Katahdin still dominates the landscape. But to the south another mountain, a perfectly-shaped
dome - Joe Mary Mountain - enhanced by its abrupt rise from the level setting of the Lower
Lakes, intrigues our interest. This region was the hunting ground of Joe Mary, a famous
Penobscot Indian. Joe Mary’s skill in swimming under water was responsible for his nickname
of the "whale", for which Potaywadjo is the Indian word. Joe Mary Mountain is off the through
route but a four-mile, blue-blazed side trail leads to its summit. From the exposed ledges on its
northern slope, the entire route of the past five days' travel lies before us. At Joe Mary we break
our travel by a day's canoe trip over the chain of the three Joe Mary Lakes with an unequalled
view of the Katahdin Range. The opportunity for canoing practically at each camp along the
route, is an added unique feature of the Maine Trail.
Beyond Berry's Yoke Ponds Camps, with their many interesting features, White Cap, a huge
mountain mass towering over the surrounding country, is the lodestone toward which our next
day's journey is directed. From the camps at West Branch Pond is made the long traverse over
White Cap. Here is an enclosed lookout tower, maintained by the Maine Forest Service, one of
some seventy-five towers from which an unceasing vigil is maintained. The panoramic view
from White Cap (3,707 ft.) is superb - it challenges that from Katahdin. Nestled high on its
slopes are ponds, which are relicts of the glacier that covered northern Maine.
The long descent from White Cap leads to one of the most spectacular parts of the Trail in Maine
- "The Gulf” of the West Branch of Pleasant River. Here the stream is deeply entrenched in a
slate canyon. Waterfalls, sheer walls, fantastic shapes and formations succeed each other.
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From the attractively located Long Pond Camps, our rendezvous after the descent of White Cap,
a tremendous barrier looms across the route of the Trail. It is the Barren-Chairback Range, a
densely forested mountain of five peaks, extending fifteen miles. The difficulty of carrying the
Trail through this region proved an almost insuperable obstacle to the completion of the Maine
link, when once a feasible route had been determined.
We spend two days in the virgin forest on the Barren-Chairback Range with its delightful trail
and high-lying ponds, breaking the traverse at the Long Pond Camps, reached by a blue-blazed
side trail. As we travel these cathedral groves of spruce and fir, we term Walter D. Greene’s
accomplishment in building the Trail along this range one of the great feats in the annals of trail
making. The second day of travel over this range brings us to Bodfish Intervale, entirely
encircled by mountains. The various terms used for mountain valleys are of interest; in New
England it is an "intervale”, in the Southern Appalachians a “cove”, while in the west a "park",
"hole" or "meadow".
The next day’s journey leads through the Little Wilson Region, a forested plain. It has much of
interest. Just beyond the pool at the Forest Service Campground on Little Wilson Stream, we
notice a blue-blazed side trail marked to “Jim Whyte's Lookout”. This is now a ruined cabin on
an open knoll, commanding a wide-spread view. Legend has spun many stories around this
picturesque character. Adventurer - with a lurid past - soldier of fortune - and apparently at home
in every comer of the universe, this man, his fortress and lack of any apparent means of
livelihood, was a mystery to the countryside. From the lookout the side trail continues a third of
a mile to Big Wilson Cliffs, another viewpoint. A mile and a third farther, another side trail leads
to the fifty-seven foot Little Wilson Falls in a sheer slate canyon. This cascade is one of the best
known in the state. Three miles farther, as we cross Little Wilson Stream, we notice, near the log
which serves as a bridge, a pile of slate, built up like an abutment. This was a support of the
bridge on the old stage road which crossed here and is the sole remains of the once flourishing
village of Savage's Mills, settled in 1824 and abandoned in 1858. The forest has obliterated all
traces of the settlement, from the forest to the village and back again to the forest, the cycle is
complete. Beyond, the Trail leads through Monson, famous for its slate quarries. This is the first
town encountered since leaving Katahdin. Six miles farther is Blanchard on the Piscataquis River
and on the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad.
The second section, into which the Trail in Maine naturally divides, extends from the Piscataquis
River to Mt. Bigelow, a distance of fifty-five miles. From Blanchard an easy day's journey leads
to the fire warden’s camp at the top of Moxie Bald Mountain, whose long bare rock ridge is a
notorious target for lightning bolts. The next day’s travel leads to Troutdale Cabins on
picturesque, narrow Moxie Pond, the center of an interesting mountain and fishing region. Here a
canoe ferry is made at The Narrows. We cross an abandoned division of the Maine Central
Railroad, another example of reversion to the wilderness in central Maine, and reach the
Kennebec River. Here occurs the last ferrying on the Maine section of the Trail. Shortly beyond
the Kennebec River, at Pierce Pond, long famous for its excellent fishing, as far west as Bigelow
Mountain, there is a choice of routes. The right fork of the oval leads to the flat lands of Dead
River and thence south to the towering mass of the Bigelow Range. The other fork turns south
from Pierce Pond to the most eastern of the three Carry Ponds, which formed the old Indian
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portage across the "Great Bend” of Dead River. Known as the Arnold Trail, from the most
western of the Carry Ponds, it traverses Little Bigelow Mountain and joins the Dead River route
at the base of the East Peak of Mt. Bigelow. We are now in a historic land, through which
Benedict Arnold made his daring march through the Maine wilderness to attack Quebec in the
dead of winter. Had this expedition succeeded, Arnold might have been the hero of the American
Revolution instead of its despised Judas. The gallantry and the hardship of this march are
graphically told in ARUNDEL by Kenneth Roberts.
South of the plains of Dead River, with its meandering course, is a group of mountains which,
with the exception of Katahdin and its satellites - the Katahdinauguoh - are unequaled in the state.
Here are at least eleven peaks, averaging 4,000 feet in elevation. All of them--with the exception
of three on which lookout towers have been established by the Forest Service had been trailless
and little frequented. The outlier of this group to the north is the Mt. Bigelow Range, in interest
easily the second mountain group in the state. It is a long, narrow crest-line range, covered with
dense mature spruce and fir, extending east and west some twenty miles. Its twin peaks are the
distinguishing feature of Mt. Bigelow; slightly lower and offset to the north from the range and
similar in shape are the two horns. The mountain was named for one of the officers of the Arnold
Expedition, who was reputed to have climbed it. From Dead River Village, the Trail climbs to
the firetower on the east peak of Bigelow, traverses the range for four or five miles, and then
descends to the highway at the hamlet of Bigelow Village in the gap between Bigelow and
Sugarloaf. On the crest of the range, from a high-lying pond, known as The Tarn, Game Warden
Helon N. Taylor has built a 7-mile blue-blazed side trail west along the crest of the range to
Stratton, passing such interesting localities as Cranberry Peak and its pond, Arnold's Well and
The Cave. Bigelow is well worthy of several day’ exploration.
From Bigelow Village, the Trail reaches the perfectly symmetrical bare cone of Sugarloaf, 4,237
feet, probably Maine's second highest mountain. It then leads south along a densely wooded crest
across Mt. Spaulding to near the open summit of Mt. Abraham, with its huge boulder fields and
Forest Service tower. To the south, Mt. Abraham breaks off abruptly to the flat plains below, but
the Trail route, however, bears west across the valley of Orbeton Stream over Saddleback Jr. and
The Horn to the huge dome of Saddleback, overlooking the broad expanse of the Rangeley Lakes.
This is a much frequented region.
Apparently, this region around the Androscoggin and the Rangeley Lakes was far better known
half a century ago, for Farrar's ILLUSTRATED GUIDEBOOK TO THE ANDROSCOGGIN
LAKES, etc., published in 1887, reveals an intimate knowledge of many interesting features
scarcely known today. Beyond Saddleback, the route plunges again into the wilderness through a
more level section south of Rangeley Lakes and then, from Bemis Brook, crosses a saddle with a
magnificent primeval growth of spruce between the strikingly formed Elephant and the dense
scrub-grown crest of Old Blue, two little known peaks in this wilderness of west central Maine.
Crossing the picturesque Black Brook Notch, close to the Rangeley Lakes, the route leads over
and past a disconnected series of mountains, by C Pond with its precipitous bluff, reached by a
side trail constructed by the Bates College Outing Club in 1935, to a highway north of Andover.
Here the Trail clears its last hurdle, a striking isolated group of peaks, today generally known as
Baldpate, although for many years, from its appearance as viewed from the west, it was known
as Saddleback. Another name for this group is Bear River White Cap.
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From Baldpate the Trail descends into Grafton Notch, through which Me. Highway 26 leads
from the Androscoggin River to the Rangeley Lakes. Here are many interesting features, such as
Screw Auger Falls, The Jail and Moose Cave. From the highway, a short but very steep two
miles leads to Old Speck, once thought to be the second highest mountain in Maine and
admittedly one of the outstanding peaks in the state. Beyond, to the New Hampshire line, is a
well-maintained unit of the Appalachian Mountain Club's trail system--the Mahoosuc Trail,
amply provided with shelters and over mountains bearing such picturesque names as Mahoosuc
Arm, Fulling Mill and Goose Eye. Much of this trail is along an open, scrub grown crest with
splendid views of the White Mountains. Its feature is the one-mile scramble over and under
boulders through the sheer-walled gulch of Mahoosuc Notch. The Mahoosuc Trail reaches the
Androscoggin River at Gorham, New Hampshire, on the Grand Trunk Railroad, affording a
natural boundary and constituting the western part of the Mahoosuc Trail as an approach to the
Maine section which terminates near Carlo Col, at a rather indefinite point in the forested
wilderness between Maine and New Hampshire.
Thus ends our travel along Maine's 265-mile section of The Appalachian Trail, which, for
excellence of route and construction, ease of travel and available accommodations and the
rewards of ever-changing and varied vistas, has few rivals in the eastern United States.
January 5, 1937. J. M. Harris, Troutdale Camps, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letter of Dec. 2nd has been unanswered for we wanted to be able to take more time to the
reports which we have received from your office. This we accomplished to-day and Report #5
was very interesting to us. So is the story of Moxie as written by John Burroughs. I hope it will
appear in the next number of "In the Maine Woods".
I sincerely trust that those who made the trip through the Long Pond District will do so next year
through here. I am sorry that I left the impression that all who come over the trail are as the two
who passed through here last season, leaving a trail of disgusted folks enroute. This is inevitable
at times, but we want to say that the other two—Mr. Walter G. Davis and Mr. Myron H. Avery-so far throw the balance the other way that we can easily forget the others. The Phila. man went
out of his way to make mistatements of fact, which of course, magnified cheapness in his attitude
toward those who sought to make him comfortable.
We are proud of the fact that the Appalachian Trail passes through our camps. We would not
advertise it if we were not. In the future, we shall not make complaints to you and this one would
not have been made, had we not felt that at least two hikers had taken a mean advantage of Mr.
Taylor’s hospitality.
We have had an open winter--excepting November--which was certainly well in advance of its
usual time, with more severe weather than we have since had. The channel in front of camp is
open from the dock to the island and for more than a quarter of a mile north. Something unheard
of.
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The rails have all been lifted from the MC road-bed and we expect to have a private road from
Lake Moxie to Troutdale which should increase our business without destroying our present
isolation, as a public road would do.
Deer have become more scarce each year, due to the over abundance of cats. We have been able
to make a connection with a trapper who knows how to take them and with but five traps out, set
in a unique way, thought out by him through his knowledge of their lazy habits, he has taken two
in five days and lost another because of melting snow which caused ice on the trap at night. We
hope to rid the section of a lot of these vermin.
Wishing you a very happy and prosperous New Year, I am sincerely yours,
January 6, 1937. Roy Flynt to Myron Avery, Parker house, Boston
Dear Myron:
There is no chance of my getting away from Augusta before early Saturday morning. I could
meet you at the Falmouth in Portland at 9:30, but this is the best I can do with the rush of work
ahead of me. I have heard nothing from Whitney in Lewiston about the photograph of the foot
bridge which we should have to make our article complete. I will telephone him tonight and
advise you later. I hesitate to make a layout of the Appalachian pictures without conferring with
you and Mr. Tewksbury. I believe that he should collect them as he has a better idea of
newspaper values in reproduction of pictures. It seems to me that the best I could do would be to
forward the photographs, pictures and map so that if you reached Portland ahead of me you
could take this stuff to Tewksbury. This is putting the whole business up to you which I regret
very much, but I am in the throes of producing copy for a 16-page booklet together with
advertising and it must be out for the Sportsmen Show, so I am working night and day.
On receipt of this letter, I suggest that you wire me your decision about sending the material and
also when you expect to be in Portland. Also where I can address you there.
{Is this any good?: Maine’s 260 Mile Blazed Trail}
January 6, 1937. Roy Flynt to Myron Avery, Parker house, Boston
Dear Myron:
In addition to giving me the name of the owner of the negative of the picture of the Foot Bridge
at Sourdnahunk ( G. Herbert Whitney, 259 Sabattus Street, Lewiston), Stanley Attwood
commented as follows:
The mountain guide book (also the mountain climbers) are temporarily at rest.
I understand Greaton has started preparation of a special pamphlet. When Barrows (think he
means the Governor Elect) was in Lewiston I explained my idea to him and I believe I will have
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an opportunity to present it to the Development Commission at some future date. I think that if
material can be collected and edited, the State will finance publication.
As I see it, if the State doesn't do this much there will be no publication.
The Maine Alpine Club, organized this fall, had from five to 26 on various trips which included
everything from Streaked in Hebron to Washington and Kearsarge. I have the misfortune to be
President (for this year), and also have succeeded Sawyer as Maine member of board on New
England Trails Conference. [In Flynt’s hand:]{Were you responsible for this appointment?}
Do you think that Attwood could be interested in the Maine Appalachian Trail Club to the extent
that he could help us with the Development Commission in getting the Silver Aisle published by
the State? I know Barrows well, and might be able to make some progress with him as he is
chairman of the M.D.C.
January 11, 1937. Myron Avery to Roy Flynt
Dear Flynt:
In keeping with our telephone conversation, I am enclosing herewith the original of the 14-page
article tor the Portland Sunday Telegram, of which you already have the carbon. The matter of an
appropriate title I leave to you.
It would seem to me that, under the circumstances, as soon as you are conveniently able to do so
and Mr. Tewksbury is out of the hospital, that the best way of going ahead with the matter will
be to send to him, or deliver to him, the original manuscript with the layout of such pictures as
you recommend. I appreciate your thought in wishing to have him choose the photographs, but in
view of your long experience it would seem to me that it might be better to have you submit the
layout to him so that the process is more or less automatic. When you do so, please bear in mind
what I said about our wishing to get available many extra copies for publicity use. It might be
possible to work out an arrangement to get a large number, such as 1,000. This would, in turn,
depend upon the financial arrangements, etc.
Coming to the next point which I spoke of over the telephone. It seems to me that it is useless to
think of trying to get any financial help through the campowners in issuing the Silver Aisle and
that our best hope is to trust in the Bangor & Aroostook in still continuing its offer of aid and
finance this through the Maine Appalachian Trail Club and perhaps some slight help from other
organizations. The booklet would have to be one for free distribution, so we can count on
nothing from sales. Therefore, it would have to be gotten out in the most inexpensive way
possible, compatible with a creditable publication.
It is my intention to obtain a quotation for issuing the booklet, as soon as possible, from Warner
Hall, of Georgia, a member of the Appalachian Trail Conference, who is now printing the
Southern Guidebook. If we could get a price of $200 or $250, we might succeed in swinging it.
Then we would try to make arrangements with Greaton to leave with him 1,000 copies or so and
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have them treated like a state publication, in order to get distribution. Surely, they would do this
much to advertise the state’s recreational resources.
You made up, once, a dummy with pictures and in order to get a complete quotation from Hall, I
am asking if you will make up again a dummy as you did before, indicating what photos are to
be used and exactly where they will go. Some of these you will undoubtedly use in the Portland
Article, so if you will indicate the title of the picture and size to be used, I can insert a copy here
when the dummy is received and this will avoid delay, awaiting the return of the articles from the
paper.
The third point was to ask you to return all of the other photos so that we can handle with
Cousins, of the Portland-Press-Herald, the matter of selling copies of everything that we have, in
order to increase our funds. Miss Marion Park, Assistant Secretary of the Trail Conference,
901 Union Trust Building, is handling the funds for the Maine Appalachian Trail Club during
Mrs. Williams absence, and your bills for postage, expenses, etc., should be sent to her, as she
will take care of these matters for us.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Greene and Sewall and I am hoping that, through your
efforts, we shall soon have some excellent publicity on the Trail in Maine.
With best regards and appreciation of your efforts,
cc: Greene, Sewall, Stubbs, Miss Park
January 11, 1937. Warner W. Hall, The DeKalb New Era, Decatur, Georgia, to Myron
Avery
Dear Myron:
I enclose a dummy of the guide book. While only the first eight pages are printed, in this
respective sample, it contains the same number of pages as will have to be in the finished book.
You will see that, if it is to go into the envelope, as you specified, it has to be a bit smaller than
the Maine Guide. That necessitates reducing the size of the print in proportion, but I think that it
is still readable with ease.
For printing we are photographing and printing four pages at a time. Some of the copy was typed
on paper which has a faint yellow color. The average person would never notice it, but when it is
put alongside some of the white sheets, which have been used for some of the pages, it is
noticeable. In photographing, the exposure required for one is greater than for the other. It is
either to expose the longer period for the “yellow" sheets with the consequent over exposure of
the others or to cut down the time and have the other sheets photograph a bit “thin”. The latter is
what we are doing, but it necessitates considerable retouching, with consequent loss of time. We
are going right ahead, however and have about half the book ready.
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What do you think of the tan cover? It may soil a little easier than the other colors, but in use in
the field I think the dirt would match the color pretty well. We are printing the map from the cut
Carlos sent me.
If you have any changes or corrections to make please wire me. Our work thus far has been
principally in getting stock cut, page arrangements and layouts complete and things set to go
through. We’re ready to start and, when we begin it will be run through in rapid succession.
Unless we hear from you to the contrary we shall begin this late tomorrow or Wednesday
morning.
January 11, 1937. Myron Avery to Miss Alice Stuart, New Haven, Connecticut
Dear Alice:
Your registered negatives arrived safely and we are having prints made and will take good care
of them and send them back to you by registered mail. It may take several days to get the prints,
so don't be disturbed by any delay.
Have you given any thought to writing up an illustrated newspaper article on your trip, playing
up the angle of two girls going over the route and their impressions? I am sure that we could get
it used in the Lewiston Journal and it would be a fine bit of publicity. I know you could do a
good job; if anything is done, however, it should be done immediately.
January 12, 1937. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood
Dear Mr. Attwood:
Thank you for your thoughtfulness in forwarding to me the note about Mr. Greaton’s book on
Maine mountains.
With the practical completion of the Trail in Maine, we have been engaged in revising the
second edition of the Guidebook, with the hope of issuing a final publication as soon as our
financial situation permits. Many of the peaks in the western part of the State are made
accessible for the first time through The Appalachian Trail route. As you may know, our efforts
to induce the Development Commission to publish a booklet on the Trail in Maine have been
fruitless and we are endeavoring to issue the publication in some other method, but the financial
difficulties are very imposing. There may be some feeling of diffidence in asking for too much of
our data, but I am sure that Mr. Greaton knows that we should be glad to cooperate in any
possible way, as it would be very much to our advantage to have the prominence of the Trail
route emphasized in this booklet.
It has always seemed to us that, in view of the expenditure of Federal funds and the development
of The Appalachian Trail, it would be far more to the point to have the State devote its energies
to publicizing the route of the Trail with all of the mountains that it makes available, rather than
some other regions where there are no marked or maintained trails. We only hope that the utility
of The Appalachian Trail will be sufficiently emphasized in the forthcoming publication.
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Our offer of some time ago to include as a supplement any additional material developed on
outlying mountains in the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine still holds good. We should
be delighted to increase the scope and usefulness of the book in this respect. The new edition will
be at least fifty pages more than the second edition, this by reason of the additional material.
I was very pleased to learn from Professor Heermance a short time ago that he intended to name
you as the Maine representative of the New England Trail Conference. I hope you will find it
possible to attend the Annual Meeting of the New England Trail Conference which should be of
very great interest to you and helpful in acquainting you with the scope of their work.
We have been hoping for some time that we might be able to place an illustrated article on the
Trail in Maine in the Lewiston papers. Mr. Flynt has made arrangements for an article in one of
the Portland papers which we think will be extremely valuable to us.
The Trail Conference has just issued an Annotated Bibliography of Katahdin. Thinking that you
might be interested in it, we are forwarding to you under separate cover a copy of it with the
compliments of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
I shall be very pleased if you will be good enough to inform me of any developments of mutual
interest which may come to your attention.
Copy to Flynt, Greene, Sawyer
January 12, 1937. J. F. Schairer to Arthur Comey
Dear Mr. Comey:
This letter is in an official capacity from the Secretary of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club to
one of its good and original members. What sends me into the unusual process of letter-writing
are the demands from the officers that I get busy on a money-raising project. As you know, there
are no dues for this organization but from time to time it has obtained some revenue by selling
prints of photographs to the Portland Press Herald which pays fifty cents per copy. These funds
have gone into the Maine Appalachian Trail Club treasury. We have more or less used up all that
are available here. We are trying to accumulate revenue to issue an illustrated booklet on the
Trail in Maine.
And for this purpose we are writing to several people to see if they could not cooperate with us
by letting us have a print of photos for use in the Portland Press Herald. If the pictures are as
large as 3 x 4, it is usually unnecessary to have anything more than a glossy print. It has been our
practice to reimburse the people who have the prints made for us for the cost and turn the
proceeds into the Club treasury. Remembering that on your trips in 1926 end 1928--think these
were the years--you made some very fine slides for the Appalachian Mountain Club. I am
wondering if you could have prints made of the best of these pictures for us. Those I am listing
below:
Katahdin from Depot

Pamola—Chimney Peak
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South Basin and Summit of Katahdin
from Chimney Pond
Katahdin—South Basin
Ice Fall Southwest of Chimney
Ascending Chimney
East from Chimney

Foot of Hamlin Ridge
Northern Peaks
View from Summit—1928
Slopes south of Saddle Slide
Katahdin from Togue

Our great need in handling these prints is diversification and if you have available any other
views other than Katahdin and of the Trail route, they would probably meet with a better
reception than our Katahdin and Trail pictures. I am sure that you will be glad to help us in this
particular. As the record of these picture is kept through Miss Marion Park, Assistant Secretary,
The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C., I would ask
that you send to her what is available on your score.
January 12, 1937. Myron Avery to F. E. Cousins, City Editor, Portland Press Herald
Dear Mr. Cousins:
My case in Boston "broke" and as a number of people whom I was to see in Maine were
unavailable, and for the further reason, as I had to go south immediately, I returned without
coming to Portland. I found your note returning the negatives here.
There is one question which I have to ask of you. Have you finished with these negatives in the
way of making the required prints, or shall we hold them until you wish to use them.
Under the circumstances, it would seem as if it would be necessary to take up by correspondence
the matter which I have had in mind. As I have written you, before, we have used the proceeds of
the sale of these photos to carry on Appalachian Trail work in Maine. Since it has no dues, the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club has to find some method of financing its activities. At the present
moment we are trying to issue an illustrated descriptive booklet of the Trail. We find that we
have available a considerable number of photographs which I think are of the type you would
want to use. We can increase this collection considerably through our members. As there were
still some dozen photos which we had sent and which you had not used, I had not taken up with
you the matter of supplying additional photos. 1 appreciate the need for diversification and that
you require views other than those of the Katahdin region and contiguous to the Trail. However,
if you anticipate that you would be in a position to make use of the material which we have, I
had intended to make as extensive a collection as possible for this purpose.
This brings me to the matter of mechanics. Would you prefer that I forward these photos in small
quantities, after you have used what are now available, or send you the entire collection from
which you would make a selection. You will see that what I have in mind is our desire to obtain
in the near future, as soon as we can, as much revenue as possible for the available photographs
to aid in the publication of our booklet.
If you would write me as to what use you would expect to be able to make of the pictures which
we have available, it would be of very considerable help to us.
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January 13, 1937. Martin Kilpatrick Philadelphia Trail Club, to Myron Avery
My dear Avery:
I received a copy of the pictures in the Sunday Star. They are very fine although the captions on
the rock climbing might give a false idea.
I expect you are wondering why you have not received a report on the trip south from the James.
We did not make the trip as we could not arrange for stopping places. We did make a trip on our
horseshoe Trail. If I had anticipated the mild weather we could have gone through with sleeping
bags. Shall I keep the notes until spring and attempt to organize another trip or shall I return
them to you?
Our summer plans seem to include a return to Caratunk and a trip over the A.T. to Grafton Notch.
After that we will probably start at the Massachusetts Line and continue to Bear Mountain
Bridge. From your report and various rumors I have heard there seems to be some difficulty
about the maintenance of the Massachusetts section.
I am very much interested in the trip of the Mitchells and wonder if a log of their journey is
available.
January 14, 1937. Roy Flynt to Myron Avery
Dear Myron
I have noted carefully the contents of your letter of January 11 and will try to comply with the
several requirements as soon as I have cleaned up this Moosehead booklet which seems to be an
interminable affair; however, the last of this week or the first of week should see it safely on its
way to press, leaving my time free to do the layout for the Press Herald and the dummy for the
Silver Aisle. The pictures not used I will return to you as soon as I can make the layout.
By separate mail, I am sending two pictures of the foot bridge forwarded me January 6 by G.
Herbert Whitney, 259 Sabattus Street, Lewiston; also five photographs of Mt. Katahdin by Mr.
Whitney which may or may not be a duplicate of some which you have and which are included
in the back of pictures for the Silver Aisle and the newspaper article. I have not had time to
check up. Any extra views I assume that you will obtain from Mr. Whitney direct for general
purposes. Please return these pictures as soon as possible with your comments, designating your
choice for reproduction in the group cut for the Portland Telegram (my choice is the close-up
which is the one reproduced in the Lewiston Journal so successfully). While this picture does not
show the tower, it does show a part of the dam and certainly looks more imposing than the other.
January 15, 1937. Myron Avery to Professor Edward S. C. Smith, Department of Geology,
Union College, Schenectady, h. Y. {3 copies sent, copy Park}
Dear Edward:
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1 have been away from Washington and delayed in answering your letter of January 5th, which
followed me from New York to Norfolk.
The enclosed letter from Wilder will answer your question about the availability of copy of the
Bibliography at Bowdoin College.
Our situation is this. The Appalachian Trail Conference funds are decidedly limited and we have
a bill of $100 which must be paid from the sales of this book. We realize the necessity of
publicity for selling this book and we have distributed, in all, about 1,000 copies of the
prospectus sent you under separate cover. Copies of these have gone to all of the libraries and we
have sent review copies to various magazines and other sources of publicity. In all, we have used
up about 50 copies this way, but we hope that it will prove to be an excellent investment and
bring us the necessary returns.
I took out a couple of copies and I think Miss Park could be persuaded to send you three or four
more, but I must suggest that if you are sending any of these for review or publicity purposes, it
might be well to indicate, so as to avoid any duplication. Our margin of cost is such that we have
been obliged to limit discount to booksellers and others on Guidebooks, etc. of lot orders, to 20%.
There is not apt to be much sale for this type of publication and this is another reason why we
have to be particularly energetic in pushing it. Incidentally, some of the Maine newspapers,
particularly the Portland-Press-Herald and the Kennebec Journal, gave us a very good review.
The Sunday Telegram had an editorial on the publication.
I deposited copies with Appalachia, but in view of the notoriously super-critical policy of the
magazine, I am hoping that it will be our good fortune to avoid Appalachia review.
Please let us have one of the clippings of the College News. We keep a scrapbook record of all
published articles on the Trail Conference activities. It is now in its 12th volume.
If you are writing to Stanley Chase, I wish you would call his attention to GUIDE TO THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL (second edition); also in the Bowdoin Library are other publications of
the Trail Conference which relate to Maine. If he wishes to cover local activity and publications-and there are many Bowdoin men engaged in the Maine trail work--we can furnish interesting
items, but I would prefer to have the request come through him.
I have made a rather long explanation of this situation. Knowledge of our problems makes the
publication all the more outstanding.
Subsequent to the dictation of this letter, I have received yours of January 16th. I have already
explained the delay in my reply and Miss Park has also spoken to me.
As to the stories in the Maine papers, I hope there are more of them. I think the one for the
Kennebec Journal was written by Roy Flynt, and apparently whoever wrote the one for the
Portland-Press-Herald had a copy of the Bibliography, for they are at pains to refer to the various
Portland authors and to the items credited to the Portland papers, which they could not have done
without reference to a copy. Your Union College News Bureau was most helpful. More power to
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efforts of this sort. Publicity is our greatest need. The last paragraph of your letter is something
of a surprise to me and I wish you had mentioned it before so that I could have cleared up any
misapprehension as to what was in your mind. Of course the paper did not tell me of the incident,
for I would have written you at once.
You can appreciate that, in circumstances of this sort, it is very easy for a credit line to be lost. I
cannot, of course, put my fingers on the original copy of your photo which I sent in, but I am
sure that it must have had your name. However, for the purpose of advertising the connection
with the Appalachian Trail, we have added "Courtesy of the Appalachian Trail Conference" and
the paper may have thought that one credit line was sufficient. {Were lots missing?} I have used
a great number of my own pictures--which were none too good--with only the Trail Conference
courtesy legend.
You will appreciate how these things all tie in together and the direct connection between the
sale of photos--a trail in Maine and the publication of the Bibliography.
You would not, of course, expect us to guarantee any appearance of each credit line, but we shall
do all that is possible in that connection and hope for no more miscarriages. The more involved
these operations become, the more chances for error. Some of these days, somebody is going to
take us severely to task for omitting his story on Katahdin.
January 15, 1937. Stanley B. Atwood to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:Thanks very much for mailing the Katahdin bibliography. It didn't arrive, today, but I expect to
enjoy it on arrival.
Thanks, also, for the assurance material from the Appalachian Trail in Maine will be available
for Mr. Greaton's booklet. I am sure he will wish to include more than a mere reference.
I understand from him the booklet will be more in the nature of “Maine Publicity" than a real
guide book though it may be developed into the latter.
It is rather difficult for me to get away from the office, but I will do my best to attend the New
England Trails Conference session.
I see no reason why an article on the Trail in Maine could not be published here. The Saturday
evening magazine issued with the Journal would be the proper place and I suggest you take it up
with Mrs. Emmie B. Whitney, c/o Evening Journal, Lewiston. Of course they would need
different photos than were used in the Portland article. Mr. and Mrs. Whitney have covered
Katahdin trails and Mr. Whitney has scores of photographs. I also suggest a statement of about
250 words from you should be worked into the article.
We formed the Maine Alpine Club here last fall, climbed numerous peaks, had parties from five
to 26 in number. We are working on trail signs which we hope to start erecting another year.
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Mr. E. L. Penley, a Sun employee, and myself were considering, last night, the possibility of a
trail connecting with the A.T. on Goose-Eye. We went there two years ago without trail. It was
the second time I had been within range of it, the first time I realized that George C. Wing Jr.,
former mayor of Auburn, was somewhere near right when he referred to it as Maine's most
elusive mountain. I attach a sketch to show just [what] Penley and I, with the aid of other
members of the club, would like to do.
{Copy Sawyer, Greene, Flynt, Dench}
January 16, 1937. Edward Smith to Myron Avery
Dear Myron
Just a hasty note by my own hand in reply to yours of the 12th received today.
Re the Bib. I was indeed very well pleased with it and I feel that it is a real contribution. I'd like
to be the one to write the Katahdin story, but it would take several years of continuous effort for
which I have no time.
Perhaps by now Miss Park has passed on to you my inquiry about extra copies of the Bib. at a
reduction from the regular price. We should send a couple to the Bowdoin Library (I have
already sent one of my two copies to Stanley Chase; he requested one for review in the Alumni
Bull.) I ought to have two for the Union Library and I want a few to give to one or two interested
friends. Let me know as soon as you can conveniently.
I am glad you saw the stories in the Maine papers. The Union College News Bureau is
responsible. The Director took my copy and reviewed it and sent the stuff out within a few hours
of his hearing about it. It went also as regular AP stuff.
Concerning the pictures, I shall be glad to loan what I can dig up, BUT I want credit lines! Some
two years ago the Portland Press Herald printed one of my copyrighted pictures without a credit
line, I saw it quite by accident and went in and threatened suit. They apologized and professed
ignorance and said that it had been sent in by one Myron H. Avery of Washington, D. C.
Naturally as it was all for "the cause" I did not carry the matter farther, upon learning that you
were the moving spirit.
January 19, 1937. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Jim:
I thought I would make inquiry to ascertain when the matter of getting approval of the CCC
work next year will come up for consideration before the proper authorities.
I am hoping that nothing will interfere with the arrangements which Flynt seems to have
developed for the full paged story on the Trail in the Sunday Telegram. After that, I am going
ahead, trying to issue the booklet on the Trail in Maine in some manner. I feel that this will be of
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so much help to us that if there is any way possible, it should be done. A little help from the
Development Commission would end our troubles in this respect.
I assume that you have in mind, if the opportunity ever presents itself, to try to get the permission
of the Brown Company, with respect to having the lean-tos on the Mahoosuc Range, built by the
A.M.C., declared public campsites and that, at some time, you can let me see the photos which
you have on the trail route.
Were you ever able to make arrangements to get anything on the cable bridge in the way of
guard rails? Remembering my trips across that bridge, it seems to me it would be a very
dangerous structure in its present condition
cc Greene
January 19, 1937. Myron Avery to Ray Viles, Rangeley CCC Camp
Dear Mr. Viles:
We have re-drawn the map in the Guidebook covering the section between Highway 4 and the
Maine-New Hampshire Line, in view of the trail developments of last year. I would appreciate
very much your having Winters and Hunt check over this map carefully and let us know of any
errors, so that I can have the tracing corrected accordingly. I am sending a copy of this letter and
the map to Mr. Sewall.
We are having a very open winter here, the same as seems to prevail everywhere in the east,
except in Northern New England. This is very much to the disappointment of the skiers. You
probably read of the great interest in skiing and the number of ski trails, particularly those cut by
the CCC in New Hampshire.
You will remember that you gave me a sketch of the route into St. Francis Lake. This became
misplaced in some way, and if it would not be too much trouble to re-draw it roughly, I would be
greatly obliged to you.
cc Sewall, Greene
January 20, 1937. Ronald Gower to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:I return herewith letter of Col. Ross to you. This I have had for some time waiting opportunity to
send to you. Charlie has seen it.
I also have a guide book correction made some time ago, and not having the book handy I do not
know to exactly what it refers, however here it is—p 110 last paragraph, 12th line, should be left
not right.
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I spoke to “Mully” Parsons at the Annual Meeting about steering the August Camp up into
western Maine. He listened politely and made the proper answers, but just how deeply he is
impressed is another story. However, he is on the committee and if you are so disposed you
might try to get him steamed up. I intimated that you would probably do this. He seems to have
a fair working knowledge of the country around Bigelow, so you won’t have to start from the
ground up. (Francis B. Parsons, 199 Summer Ave., Reading, Mass.)
Snowing hard here tonight, although there is a good chance that the temperature will rise enough
to turn it to rain by tomorrow if it lasts that long. The barometer is unusually high and just
starting to fall which always means somewhat warmer around here.
January 23, 1937. Marion Park to Professor Stanley Chase, Bowdoin College
Dear Professor Chase:
We have been advised by Professor Edward S. C. Smith that he has been in correspondence with
you in connection with a review which you propose to write of An Annotated Bibliography of
Katahdin. You will have noticed that this is a publication of The Appalachian Trail Conference
and, in this connection, Mr. Avery thought that it might be of interest to you to know of the
functions of The Appalachian Trail Conference, its work in establishing a trail across the State of
Maine, and how it came about that this Bibliography should be issued as a publication of The
Appalachian Trail Conference.
You will also note, from the literature issued by the Conference, that other of its publications
have dealt with Maine. I particularly refer to the second edition of Guide to the Appalachian
Trail in Maine, which contains a number of special articles on Maine, a copy of which is in the
Bowdoin College Library. Bowdoin College seems to have been well represented in this
connection, as Mr. James W. Sewall, Mr. R. G. Stubbs, and Mr. Avery, the Chairman of The
Appalachian Trail Conference, are graduates of that institution. Probably, however, this latter
fact is of more interest to your alumni secretary.
January 26, 1937. Myron Avery to E. L. Foss, Watchman, Whitecap Fire Station, Milo,
Maine
Dear Mr. Foss:
You will undoubtedly remember my being at Whitecap in connection with our trips over the
Appalachian Trail. I trust that you received safely the map which we sent after our last trip.
We have a photograph of Whitecap toward Katahdin on which we are anxious to identify the
lakes. I thought that you would probably be able to write in what these are, and I am forwarding
the photograph to you. You would need to be in the tower to tell exactly what each one is, and if
you want to hold the picture until you go back to Whitecap, that will be entirely satisfactory. I
enclose an envelope for returning the photograph.
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What is the mountain which is directly in front of the lakes which are marked 4 and 6?
{Boardman} {Returned marked photo on A.T. collections}
January 26, 1937. Myron Avery to Hugh S. MacNeil, Greenville Junction, Maine
Dear Mac:
I am pleased to have your letter of January 15 and to hear from you again. I am, however, very
sorry to hear that things have not gone very well as far as your status with the camp is concerned.
Walter has told me about your family situation. In view of the extremely fine work which you
have been doing and the fact that you have charge of a side camp I thought you surely had the
rating and pay of a foreman. It seems to me that what can be done has to be done locally, because
the only man in Washington who has anything to do with those camps in the Forest Service has
charge of all of the camps in the Eastern States. It would seem to me that Mr. Sewall or Mr.
Stacey would be the people who could do the most for you.
It is, as you probably know, impossible now to get in any new Government position without
considerable political influence and this is something which takes a good deal of work.
I have heard some rumors to the effect that Mr. Sewall might not continue much longer with the
CCC Camp. I would like to be able to offer you some helpful suggestions, but all I can say, from
what I know of the situation is that if this cannot be obtained in the state there is little chance of
doing anything elsewhere.
Probably you have not heard that Walter Greene has been very ill. He has been in the hospital for
over a month with an intestinal trouble and is in a very much run down condition.
{Have tried something which may help.}
January 26, 1937. Myron Avery to J. F. Smith, General Passenger, Bangor & Aroostook
Railroad
Dear Mr. Smith,
As I have received no reply to my letter to you of December 2nd., I thought that I would call the
situation to your attention, so as to avoid any chance that the two articles to which I have referred
and the photographs being overlooked.
I trust that you will be able to make use of them in the forthcoming issue, and if you can advise
me as to your intentions, I shall very much appreciate it
cc Greene
January 27, 1937. Myron Avery to George B. Gorham, Jr., Westhaven, Connecticut
Dear Mr. Gorham:
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I have your letter of January 17th. We appreciate very much your becoming a member of the
Appalachian Trail Conference and you will receive the literature in the very immediate future.
With respect to the Maine pictures, those which you have cover a locality which is lacking in our
collection. As a matter of fact, we have too many available of the trail route and of Katahdin, and
scenes away from this locality would probably meet with a better response than those
immediately adjacent to the trail, which constitute the main part of our collection.
If you could find it possible to add to these pictures a descriptive note which the paper could use
in its explanatory account of the scene, it would help greatly. We have practically nothing of the
Mahoosuc Range. If, in due course, you can forward these photographs to Miss Marion Park,
901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C., it would be of very considerable help to us.
I am interested to know that you are acquainted with the region around Weld. I have driven
through there several times on my way back and forth from the trail.
With a very real appreciation of your assistance to us in this connection, I am,...
cc Miss Park
January 27, 1937. Myron Avery to F. E. Cousins, City Editor, Portland-Press-Herald
Dear Mr. Cousins:
Thank you very much for your reply of January 26th to my rather long letter in connection with
our Maine photographs. I am interested to note that you have used all except three pertaining to
C.C.C. work around Bigelow and that check payable to the Maine Appalachian Trail Club will
he coming to us in the near future.
As I have explained before, the use of these photographs is of very considerable help to us and
we have a genuine appreciation of your cooperation. I think it probably preferable to forward the
photos in set of about a dozen at a time, and we shall send to you another consignment very
shortly.
I hope to be in Portland some time before the summer and to have the pleasure of seeing you at
that time.
cc Greene, Miss Park
January 29, 1937. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Jim:
I have your letter of January 21st. I appreciate your enclosing the original photographs, which 1
return herewith. These are all so very fine that they will be of great help to us in our publicity
work, apart from being submitted to the Portland-Press-Herald to increase the funds of the Maine
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Appalachian Trail Club. While you are about it, I think we had better get a sufficient number of
prints to have on hand for some time. If you will send to Miss Park, 901 Union Trust Building, a
note as to the cost of the prints, she will reimburse you. As a matter of fact, except for the
construction photos, we can use all that you have.
Number of Prints
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
2

Photo Number
43 (From Highway south from Greenville)
89 (Old Speck)
90 (Grafton Notch)
93 (Waterfalls at Little Wilson Stream Campground)
97 (Sourdnahunk Stream Falls)
98 (Two photos—Sourdnahunk Falls)
111 (Rebuilt Suspension Bridge, Little Wilson Falls)
117 (Horns Pond Lean-to)
119 (Sign Post Horns Pond)
120 (The Horns, Mt. Bigelow)
121 (The Horns Pond)
122 (Horns Pond, Mt. Bigelow)
123 (West from Firetower, Mt. Bigelow)
126 (East from Old Speck)
127 (Baldpate from Old Speck)
141 (Sourdnahunk Suspension Bridge)
146 (Sourdnahunk Suspension Bridge)
143 (Sourdnahunk Suspension Bridge)

I am very much interested in what you have to say in the rest of your letter.
cc Miss Park
January 29, 1937. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor
Dear Helon:
I am very glad to have your letter of January 26th and to note that you will be on duty at New
York between February 10th and March 2nd. Here is our situation. As you know, we had an
exhibit and a booth last year, showing photos, a large map of the Trail in Maine, the Guidebook,
literature, and trail tools. This year, however, we decided to avoid this expense and concentrate
the funds of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club on getting out an illustrated booklet on the trail in
Maine for free distribution. I note that you are going to be at New York and set up the Show. I
wonder if it would not be possible to include, in the material set up, the map which we have of
the Appalachian Trail--about 2 by 3. We can send a number of photographs, a Guidebook or two,
and some circulars on the Trail in Maine. In this way, we could work the stuff in to the Maine
exhibit. I should think that they would want to do this, but it has been rather difficult to make any
progress in the way of getting them to initiate the publicizing of the trail route. When you get this
letter, you can let me know what you think of the advisability of sending you some photos, the
map and a Guidebook or two.
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I was in New York last week and shall be there next week, but I doubt if I am to be there while
the Show is going on. I am very sorry as I would like to see it. But can't you do this—come down
to Washington for a day or two. If you could get off for a week-end, we could take you out to the
Blue Ridge. The railroad fare is low and there would be no expense after you got here, as you
will be my guest. However, on March 1st I am due to be in Florida, so it might be a case of your
trying to get down some week-end in February. Even if I am not here, there will be some of the
other boys who will be mighty glad to show you this country. Schairer will be available.
Can you get for me the exact name and address of the West Carry Sporting Camp proprietor, so
that I can include it in the Guidebook?
cc Greene
January 31, 1937. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Atwood
Dear Mr. Atwood:
I am very pleased to have your most interesting letter of January 15th.
To avoid any misunderstanding as to our expectations, I had, perhaps, better revert to the matter
of Mr. Greaton’s forthcoming booklet on Maine Mountains. Under the circumstances, as you
will appreciate, there is nothing more which we can do in the way of volunteering assistance. I
had a note from him recently in connection with another matter, in which he said that they might
call on us for suggestions. Even if his booklet is generally descriptive, he would want to refer to
the mountains which are on the trail route, and hence accessible that way, with, I presume, some
mention of their features. If he and the compilers of the booklet will consult the Maine
Guidebook, they will obtain much of this information. For Western Maine, the information is
still in the manuscript form, which we have. I am explaining the situation so that you can
appreciate that if there is sparcity of reference to the mountains in Western Maine, it will not be
because we were disposed to take a "dog in the manger” attitude and withhold the information
which we had. Our only purpose is to give as much publicity as possible to the Trail route in
Maine, and we have no interest in where the credit, if any, for this work may fall.
If we get the story in the Portland paper out of the way, I will see what I can do for an article for
the Lewiston Journal. Last summer, two girls covered the trail from Blanchard to Katahdin and I
am trying to get them to write a story of their trip. Of course, it might not be at all useable, if
they do write it up.
I am much interested in the information of your Maine Alpine Club and note that you are
preparing to do some work in connection with making signs. The outing clubs in the east have
spent a great deal of time experimenting with various materials, paints, etc. The results of these
experiments may not be known to your sign painters and it would seem rather unnecessary for
them to have to duplicate our experiments and learn the same lesson through sad experience.
Therefore, I have sent to you a copy of the Appalachian Trail Manual, which contains a chapter
on Sign Painting. As you may know, we have put up in Maine about 150 signs, largely made by
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Mr. Greene. If there are any points on the matter of sign painting as to which your people have
any questions, Dr. L. F. Schmeckebier, 1444 Belmont St. N. W., Washington, D. C., would, I am
sure, be very glad to answer questions. I hope that this Manual may make your labors in this
connection a bit easier.
I am interested in what you write about wishing to construct a side trail to Goose Eye. This
Mahoosuc Trail is one of the roughest and hardest to travel along the entire Appalachian Trail.
From Old Speck to Gorham, it was constructed by the Appalachian Mountain Club, and if you
have available copies of Appalachia at some public library, you will find the story of the
Mahoosuc, by Jenks, in the December 1933 issue, of considerable interest. Incidentally, the
geological survey finished, this summer, the field work on the new Gorham Quadrangle, which
just takes in Goose Eye. 1 will try to bear in mind to send you a copy when it appears.
If you will note the description of the Mahoosuc Trail in the A.M.C. White Mountain Guide, you
will note that, from the Success Pond Road on the north side of the range, there are five approach
trails to the Mahoosuc Range. One comes in at the top of Goose Eye. There are also one or two
approach trails from the South, This entire trail system has been developed and is maintained by
the A.M.C. While we recognize that they have no prescriptive rights to the region, and cannot
shut off anyone who wishes to cut trails, nevertheless I think it would be well, since your
proposed trail ties in with their system, to take up the matter with them. The proper party is
Charles W. Blood, Chairman, A.M.C. Hut & Trail Extension Committee, Barristers Hall, Boston,
Mass. Goose Eye is about 11 miles from Grafton Notch over the Appalachian Trail and
accessible in that way.
I can appreciate that if you are interested in cutting a trail through a particular region that the
suggestion that the energy required might be expended to good advantage elsewhere may not be
particularly welcome. However, Goose Eye is on a trail system which makes it accessible. I
would like to call your attention to two outstanding peaks in Western Maine to which there are
no trails. These are Elephant and Old Blue. The Appalachian Trail passes across the saddle
between the two peaks. I am enclosing a revised copy of our map of Western Maine, as the result
of trail developments last year, which will make the situation clear. We had hoped the C.C.C.
would at least cut a side trail to Elephant but in view of the restrictions on their work, this seems
highly improbable. This is a rough, wild region, with magnificent timber. Professor Sawyer can
tell you about it. In view of the fact that there is no trail here, perhaps your group would consider
this as an outlet for its energy. At least, I think you would want to look at it before you started to
work on the Mahoosuc Range. Incidentally, sections of the Trail in Maine are being allocated to
various groups. The Bates Outing Club has a section. It has been our experience that outing clubs
welcome responsibilities and an opportunity to make a definite contribution, which is always of
interest to their membership. We would like to see the Maine Alpine Club take over a section of
the trail in Maine. As long as the C.C.C. program continues, this would involve little more than
routine inspection. It would, however, make the club a member of the Trail Conference and show
increasing local interest in Maine. I wish you would consider the matter. I would suggest the area
between Maine Highways 5 and 17, which would take in Elephant and Old Blue area.
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I am sending a carbon of this letter to Messrs. Flynt, Greene, Stubbs and Sawyer, and I hope that
you will have an opportunity to discuss the matter with Professor Sawyer and will feel disposed
to have the Club take over an area in the state.
I Judge that you received a copy of our last Trail Conference Report issued in January of this
year.
I am returning your map, as it will save you the difficulty of making another one.
February 4, 1937. Stanley B. Atwood to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:Before writing you, I talked over with my fellow hiker, Mr. E. L. Penley of the Sun-Journal staff,
the Goose-Eye trail proposals; told him I would write you.
We agreed you would make the counter suggestion that our club tackle some section of the AT
in Maine, and that we would be glad to have this formal suggestion to put before the club.
Knowing your enthusiasm and energy relative to the AT, we would have been surprised
otherwise.
Our club meets next Tuesday evening. I plan to bring both matters before them. Penley and I see
no reason why adoption of one plan should preclude the other.
What I would really like to do would be to aid in organization of a club at Rumford which could
very handily tackle maintenance of the section of the AT you mentioned. I have made inquiries
at Rumford, have yet to get an answer.
Re the Goose-Eye trail: I have written Mr. Blood. I have been on Goose-Eye from Ketchum and
it is a whale of a trip. I also have been into Mahoosuc Notch, onto Fullingmill, and up as far as
Speck Pond via Bull Branch from Ketchum. Also a tough trip. I am aware of the trails to
GooseEye you mentioned but I can assure you none would be much of an accommodation to a
Maine climber who would like to go onto Goose-Eye without doing the eleven miles over Old
Speck which, the guide book says (and I will agree) is one of the hardest climbs in the mountains.
I attach a possible addition for some future revision of the Katahdin Bibliography.
{Copy Sewall, Greene, Flynt, Stubbs, Sawyer, Warren Watson}
February 8, 1937. J. F. Smith, Bangor & Aroostook Railroad, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
In reply to your letter of February 4th.
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We are having our new map drawn by Prentiss & Carlisle here in Bangor, and have requested
them to include the Appalachian Trail in this map. I understand from them that they have the
Trail corrected up-to-date. If this is not so, will you please let me know?
February 9, 1937. Myron Avery to M. R. Stackpole, Maine Public Utilities Commission
Dear Mr. Stackpole:
1 thought I would make inquiry to ascertain if there had been any developments subsequent to
your letter to me of December 22nd, 1936, with respect to the possibility of a special resolve of
the Legislature to provide for mapping the two quadrangles in western Maine.
February 9, 1937. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Atwood
Dear Mr. Atwood:
On my return after a week in New York, I find your good letter of February 4th. I am delighted
to know that my suggestion that your Club take over a section of the Appalachian Trail meets
with your approval.
Incidentally, while at New York I had a rather unusual experience. For a number of years I have
heard of a series of over 100 photographs taken of log driving on the Wassataquoik Stream north
of Katahdin. Those pictures were taken in 1908 and show every phase of log driving. It
developed that the custodian of these photographs has a summer home in Andover, Maine, and is
the man who made the map of this region for the Appalachian Mountain Club. (This first
appeared in its 1925 edition, and if you will look at the A.M.C. Guidebook for that year, you will
see an old trail running up a brook, almost to the summit of Goose Eye. Undoubtedly, this has
pretty well disappeared by now, but the old route might have something of a footway.) The man
in question is Mr. John P. Fox. A number of years ago, efforts were made to organize a club in
Andover, to start some work on the Appalachian Trail, but beyond opening up a route to
Baldpate from the east, nothing materialized. There might, however, be some local sentiment in
Andover which could be utilized. The fire warden on Old Speck, Dan Wight, North Newry,
Maine, is very enthusiastic over the trail route in Maine and if he is available next year, he might
be of considerable assistance. He is studying Diesel engineering In Boston this winter.
I appreciate the item for the Bibliography. It takes a thing like publication to bring out additional
items.
As soon as Mr. Flynt can send me the dummy of the photos, we hope to get a bid for issuing the
Silver Aisle, by a photo offset process. There is a faint chance that we might be able to finance it,
but, in any event, I want to get a definite idea as to how much it would cost us to finance it. We
want to have several thousand available for gratuitous distribution.
I have just had a note from Mr. Flynt and I am expecting to receive the dummy very shortly.
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Mr. Flynt also tells me that he will be taking up the matter of the full page story with the
Portland paper in the very near future. In thinking the matter over, I am sure that I could write a
well-illustrated article, devoted entirely to the mountains of Western Maine, which are made
accessible by the Trail and which would not be a repetition of the material contained in the
Portland story. Would it be your suggestion that it would be advisable to wait two or three
months before doing this, as the appearance of a story on the Trail in the Portland paper might
lessen the market for this?
I am sending copies of this letter to those indicated below.
cc Warren Watson, Sewall, Greene, Flynt, Stubbs, Sawyer
February 10, 1937. George T. Carlisle, Prentiss & Carlisle Co., to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
We have received your letter of February 18 relating to the inclusion of the Appalachian Trail on
the new map we are preparing for the Bangor & Aroostook book
We are in receipt of your corrected large scale maps of the Trail and have included the Trail on
the map.
This is a railroad map of the Eastern section of Maine including connecting lines in New
Brunswick and Quebec north to the St. Lawrence river. For this reason, the detail of the State is
naturally limited and it would be impossible to show on this scale all of the minor variations of
any trail. The most we can do is to include its general outline; and course.
We trust you will find that it is satisfactory for your purposes.
February 11, 1937. M. R. Stackpole, Maine Public Utilities Commission, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Reference is made to your letter of February 9 regarding developments in the topographic
mapping program in Maine.
Prospects in this connection are not at all favorable. Some of the parties who have made urgent
demands in the past for maps of the two unsurveyed areas in western Maine do not want to go
ahead with a special resolve. Almost everyone is in agreement as to the value of topographic
maps but it is difficult to show the urgent need for the maps at this time rather than at sometime
in the near future.
The State Legislature now is confronted with the need for raising four or five million dollars of
new money to take care of the Social Security, etc., and it appears that topographic mapping will
have to wait until sometime in the future.
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February 11, 1937. Myron Avery to Karl P. Harrington, Berkeley, California
Dear Mr. Harrington:
I have received your letter of February 5th. It is very kind of you to offer to try to find your
pictures of the Mahoosuc Range and to offer to forward the prints to us when you return to
Middletown. The last of March will be in ample time.
I think with the completion of the Trail in western Maine, it will draw more attention to the
Mahoosuc Region. It certainly deserves it. With the exception of the section between the Great
Smokies and the Nantahala Mountains, the Mahoosuc is, mile for mile, undoubtedly the most
difficult to travel.
I trust that I will have the opportunity to see you some time soon again when you return to the
east.
February 11, 1937. Myron Avery to George B. Gorham, The New Haven Register, New
Haven, Connecticut
Dear Mr. Gorham,
On my return from New York, Miss Park showed to me the photos sent with your letter of
February 1st. I have had an opportunity to study them at my leisure. They are extremely fine and
will be of very considerable help to us. The photos of the Mahoosuc region cover a section of
which we hitherto had had nothing.
The paper in which we plan to use these photos is the Portland Press Herald. I have in mind,
however, writing for the Lewiston Journal an article on the mountains of western Maine in which
I would make use of some of the pictures. I will bear in mind to try and send you copies of some
of the pictures as used by the Portland paper, and of course, if the plan to use the article in the
Lewiston Journal materializes, I will send you a copy of that.
The detailed description which you have prepared of each of these pictures is most helpful. As
you may know, we have a lantern slide lecture on the entire Appalachian Trail. We have nothing
for the Mahoosuc section in this collection. I do not wish to ask for too much in this connection,
but if you would find it possible to loan us the negatives for Nos. 1, 5, and 12, so that we could
make the lantern slides and return them to you, it would be of very considerable help. In the
same connection, if we could obtain an extra print of Nos. 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 12, and 14, it would
help us greatly.
If you would prefer not to forward the negatives but could have the lantern slides made in New
Haven, we could reimburse you for the cost of making the slides as well as the prints. I will
appreciate your letting me know what can be done in this connection.
It will probably be a matter of two or three months before any pictures would be used.
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February 15, 1937. Roy Flynt to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
Your letter of the 11th greeted me on my return from Boston—a week later than planned. Today,
I could not complete the dummy you need, but will attend to this, Tuesday, this week, so that you
may have it for your visit to Atlanta.
In Portland, on the way back, I called the TELEGRAM office and learned that Mr. Tewksbury is
still out and will not return for four weeks or more. He has undergone an operation for cataract
and has had about six weeks of it already.
Mr. Gramm, his assistant said it would be O.K. to send along the layout and story and he would
work it in as soon as an opportunity presented.
I expect to be in Portland, the last of this week and will see Cramm and arrange all details.
Best of luck on your trip south.
February 16, 1937. Stanley B. Atwood to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:—
At the last meeting of the Maine Alpine club the Goose-Eye trail proposal was acted on
favorably.
I explained thoroughly your suggestion relative to maintenance of a section of the A.T. in Maine
and the club, lacking information on the present condition of the proposed section, decided to
table the matter. Since then I have heard from Prof. Sawyer who assures me the entire section
has been swamped out to a width of four feet, that maintenance should not be difficult. At our
next club meeting I will bring up these facts and am reasonably sure favorable action will result.
Thanks for your mention of Mr. John P. Fox. I will get in touch with him this summer—would
try to do it now if his winter address were available. I will agree, without argument, the old trails
to Goose-Eye must be pretty well obliterated. I have been in the region (1922 and 1935) and it
was tough traveling. I wrote Mr. Blood and, on furnishing a thorough explanation of why we
considered necessary a trail from the Sunday River valley, he approved. My friend, Mr. Penley,
and I agree construction of this trail, in the absence of paid labor, will be neither a week’s nor a
month's proposition.
I do not known Dan Wight, Old Speck warden, but do know his father. My Rumford contact
developed nothing so I will try again.
Prof. Sawyer tells me the Bates O.C. has been asked to take over part of the A.T., and that it has
been suggested the Bowdoin 0. C. also take over a section or part of one.
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Should the Maine Alpine Club accede to your request, it may have to hold in abeyance the
suggested spur trails to Elephant and Old Blue.
Incidentally, the start of our proposed new trail to Goose-Eye would be in the exact direction of
suggested trails through Jake's Notch, and also onto Bear mountain which is somewhat out of
reach from the other side (The road at the east side of the Androscoggin River, below Gilead).
A Journal Magazine story on the A.T. in Maine should, as you suggest, come not too soon after
the Portland story and would be especially desirable if it dealt in the main with the mountains at
our end of the State.
I note among those who received copies of your letter of Feb.9 the name of Mr. Warren Watson
and have been wondering if he is the Warren Watson of Washington, D. C., who was a high
school classmate of mine.
February 17, 1937. Myron Avery to Roy Flynt
Dear Roy:
Your air mail letter reached me on my return from Norfolk. I am very much obliged to you for
writing to me and I hope that you can send me the dummy this week, together with those extra
pictures to which I have referred.
I have finished a draft of the story on the Mountains of Western Maine for the Lewiston Journal,
taking care that it does not overlap the article for the Portland paper. I will send a carbon of it to
you when it is done. Normally, I would, of course, send the story to you so that you could make
the contact with the Lewiston paper, but as you are extremely rushed, you might prefer that I
send it direct to Attwood and save you this trouble.
Washington has had its first snowfall and the skiers are very enthusiastic.
I have been working on a bill for a Katahdin National Park. The U. S. Park Service is in favor of
it but cannot introduce it. Ross is very much interested and talked to Congressman Brewster and
has seen the Governor. What we want to do is to get the Congressman to introduce the bill.
cc Greene
February 18, 1937. Myron Avery to Prentiss & Carlisle, Bangor, Maine
Gentlemen:
You will recall that we have had considerable correspondence in connection with maps of the
Appalachian Trail route and that we have sent, from time to time, copies of our maps and
guidebooks. Mr. J. F. Smith, General Passenger Agent of the Bangor & Aroostook Railroad, has
written me that he has requested you to include the Appalachian Trail route on a new map for “In
the Maine Woods" which you are preparing for him, and that he was under the impression that
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you had up-to-date maps of the Trail routes. As there have been some changes made, which are
probably not reflected on the maps which you have, I thought it advisable to write you direct.
I have sent to you, under separate cover, corrected large scale maps of the Trail. New
developments in Western Maine are reflected on the map covering that area. Unfortunately, our
tracings of the detailed maps covered by the longer blueprint, are not available now. There are
three developments which I wish to call to your attention. One is the alternate Arnold Trail Route
from Pierce Pond past the east side of East Carry Pond by the Ledge house, and over Little
Bigelow, joining the Dead River route on Mt. Bigelow. Both of these routes are parts of the main
Appalachian Trail. At Rainbow Lake, the Trail has been re-routed so as to go around the north
end of Rainbow Lake.
The original trail to the north shore of the lake is blue-blazed. The new route leaves the West
Branch one-quarter of a mile up from the cable bridge crossing. There has been a slight change
on Moxie Bald Mountain and the Trail system on the Gulf of the West Branch has been entirely
revamped. With the exception of Rainbow Lake, none of these details may appear on your maps.
If you care to send me a copy of your tracing, I should be very glad to check the trail route for
corrections.
cc Mr. J. F. Smith, Greene
February 18, 1937. Roy Flynt to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
Enclosed is a list of the pictures which I shall use in the layout for the Portland Sunday Telegram.
By parcel post special handling we will send you the other photographs; by that I mean all of the
photographs I have received from you or any other source.
In view of the fact that you are going to planograph the Silver Aisle, it would be a waste of time
and energy to make any layout, as your planograph printer will have his own method of making
layouts for economy in reproduction. As a matter of fact, unusual demands have been made on
my time and today as I was laying out this page, I received a call to go to Stonington, Maine, on
Deer Island for several days' work on publicity. It has been that way ever since I returned to The
Augusta Press, and I don't feel that I am doing credit to the publicity of the Appalachian Trail. In
this connection, don't you think it would be best for all concerned if Mr. Atwood who has facile
in writing and experience in mountain climbing together with the enthusiasm of youth, would be
the logical person to carry on this publicity? From my talks with him I am convinced that he
could do a creditable job and would be pleased to undertake it. I have been out of the writing
game a long time and find it takes a lot of energy and time to do what a younger man could
accomplish in a very short period. I have to safeguard my health and still do what work is
necessary to keep the printing plant on a good production basis.
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I feel you will take all these things into consideration and weigh carefully the best method of
getting publicity for the promotion of the Appalachian Trail in Maine.
February 18. 1937. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Atwood
Dear Mr. Attwood:
I shall have my story on the Mountains of Western Maine, with map and photo, ready by the end
of the week, and I am asking if you would be good enough to tell me the best way it should be
handled. I have asked Mr. Flynt to let me know if I should send it to him, or, as he is extremely
rushed at the present time, he may prefer to have me send it direct to the paper.
As you know, the existing Guidebook does not cover the recently completed sections of the Trail
and we have been anxious to make available some material which would serve the use of the
hiker until the new edition could appear. This is one of the purposes of this story and if it is used
we would like to make arrangements to obtain a great number of additional single copies. (I do
not mean buying copies of the paper and tearing out the page, but an additional run of that page.
Can this be done?)
Incidentally, with respect to your Goose Eye Trail, do you expect to hit the north peak which is
200 feet lower than the higher west peak, or will you come out on the east peak?
I read with much interest the story in the Lewiston Journal, which you sent me. When your Club
members can travel this section, I am sure that any skepticism will completely vanish. The
timber in the saddle between Elephant and Old Blue is magnificent and Elephant is the sort of a
peak which will intrigue the interest of any mountain climber.
cc Greene
February 18, 1937. Myron Avery to Edwin Storey, Wilson Mills, Maine
Dear Mr. Storey:
I have just learned from Game Warden Helon Taylor that you have purchased the West Carry
Pond Camps, which had been privately owned, and will operate them next year. As you may
know, we have issued a 254 page Guidebook to the Appalachian Trail in Maine and, during the
next year, we hope to issue a new edition to cover the changes, particularly the cutting of the
Arnold Trail Route, which is close to your camps.
We try to list in the Guidebook all of the available public accommodations and I wanted to write
you and ascertain if Dead River Postoffice will be your summer address and the correct name of
the camps.
I am enclosing a self-addressed envelope for your convenience in letting me have this
information.
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February 19, 1937. Stanley B. Attwood to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:I have just received the following letter from Mr. John Newbegln, Box 187, Rumford, Maine, to
whom I wrote to see if there was a possibility some organization in that part of the State could
handle a section of the A.T. — specifically, the one you had in mind for us. They are so much
nearer they could work much more effectively.
*****
Says Mr. Newbegln:
"I am sorry not to have been able to answer your letter sooner. I have been tied up with our skijumping meet and I have not given much thought to mountaineering.
"I feel quite sure that there is enough interest here to form a mountaineering division of our club
and maintain that section of the trail which you mentioned in your letter.
"I will see how much interest there is at one of our next meetings and I will let you know if we
will take on the assignment."
*****
If you agree it desireable to have the Rumford (and possibly Andover) men handle this, I suggest
a letter from you to Mr. Newbegin would have much influence.
February 19, 1937. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood
Dear Mr. Attwood:
Thank you for your most interesting letter of February 16th. Mr. Flynt writes me that he is in
contact with Mr. Tewksbury’s assistant and the story in the Portland paper will be used as soon
as it can be worked in. I tried to avoid any possible duplication in the article which I was
preparing for the Lewiston paper. I enclose a carbon and I shall be pleased to have your
comments. I have an excellent set of illustrations and a map. While I would naturally like to
complete the matter, as I have finished the article, I assume that, in keeping with your suggestion,
we should wait until after the Portland story appears. As I last wrote, I had hoped that reprints
would serve as a supplement to the Guidebook. I shall appreciate any suggestions which you can
offer in this connection.
As to the condition of the section of Trail between Maine Highways 17 and 5, I was remiss in
assuming that you understood that the section had been thoroughly cleared out this summer by
the CCC. Had I mentioned this, there would undoubtedly have been no misapprehension. The
only section in this area which requires watching is the lumbered east slopes of Spruce Mountain,
particularly where the turn is made from the old tote-road on Mountain Brook. Here the sprouts
are apt to cause a bit of trouble.
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The address of Mr. Fox is 449 Richmond Avenue, Maplewood, New Jersey. I think, however, it
might be preferable to wait until he reaches Andover, as he spends two months of the year in that
vicinity. I am sure that you will find that your Trail to Goose Eye will involve very considerable
labor but there is a decided feeling of satisfaction in contributing something rather than always
enjoying the results of the trail labors of other people - -this for your consolation at the end of a
hard day of blistered hands and a lame back.
I wish very much that you could find it possible to attend The Appalachian Trail Conference in
the Great Smokies in June.
Copy to Greene, Flynt, Gower
February 21, 1937. Stanley B. Attwood to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:—
I am not sure from your letter of Feb.18 whether your story on the Mountains of Western Maine
is the one you had in mind for the Portland paper or for the magazine section of the Lewiston
Evening Journal.
If the former, I cannot speak with authority.
If the latter, I suggest you do business entirely with Mrs. Emmie B. Whitney, c/o Journal.
I have just now learned from Frank S. Hoy, business manager of the Sun-Journal, that an
additional run of the page carrying the story could be made and that the price, which depends on
the number desired, would be very cheap.
I have received notice from Mr. C. O. Brown of the American Realty Co., New York, that he
consents to the Maine Alpine Club's project for a spur trail toward Goose-Eye. If not too steep,
we will try to bring the trail to the East Peak where the AT turns nearly at right angles. If too
steep that way, we may have to swing into the saddle between the East and North Peaks.
I enclose a letter from a gentleman whose name I am unable to decipher. It seems strange to me
the quadrangle in question has not been published, stranger still it has not even been surveyed.
This, especially, in view of the availability of aerial surveys. For some reason, the Geological
Survey has gone entirely around three of the quadrangles in that section of the State.
February 23, 1937. Stanley B. Attwood to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:—
I am uncertain whether the copy of "Mountains of Western Maine" is the article you Intended for
Portland or for us.
Before I forget it, there is only one change I would ask. Our proposed trail toward Goose-Eye
starts from the Sunday River road (the North Bethel-Ketchum road) and not from Ketchum. It
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seems the old site of Ketchum is owned by the Owen Demerritt Associates of Boston. It is posted
as private property. Mr. Blood informs me the organization desires to keep the general public out
of the territory, one reason the A.M.C. has not tried to develop spur trails there.
Wandering through unchartered woods near the North Peak of Goose-Eye, Mr. Penley and
myself stumbled on a cabin, intentionally well secluded, built for the Associates, or for Mr.
Alvah Morrison of Boston, a member. Penley and I spent the night there, aired the blankets,
cleaned the bunks, replenished the wood, and reported later on conditions when we got back as
far as the DeMerritt farm. Later I had two very fine letters from Mr. Morrison. He invited me to
use the camp at any time (perhaps knowing perhaps I couldn't even find it again).
Because that part of the country is privately owned, because the owners wish to keep it strictly
private, and because Mr. Morrison was so very courteous, we decided to begin the trail at a point
that would take any traveler around their property. It would seem unwise (as well as incorrect) to
say our spur will start from Ketchum.
If the copy you sent me is for the Lewiston Journal (and I rather imagine it is not) it will have to
be reduced somewhat or run in two installments. In the reduction, the trail eastward from the
Rangeley region could be summarized.
Not that one's interest would lag in the least as your paper is very readable. Simply a matter of
space, especially with picture and map.
On your suggestion, I will not attempt to contact Mr. Fox until summer. I may, however, write
him a line to state my intention of trying to see him when he gets to Andover.
We (some of us at least) realize how much labor will be involved on Goose-Eye and are laying
extra stores of ointments, bandages, and other impedimenta. We expect to have a lot of fun and
know we can't do it in a day. Mr. Penley's father has a camp on Barker Brook, a Sunday River
tributary, which we will use as headquarters.
Much as I regret it, there is no possibility I will be able to attend the ATC in the Great Smokies
in June. I shall make every effort, however, to attend the New England Trail Conference at
Amherst.
I talked with Mrs. Whitney, today, about your article, and she agrees it could be used in March.
Or, if the winter season is prolonged, in early April.
I wish to thank you for your many courtesies and helpful suggestions to date.
February 24, 1937. Myron Avery to Roy Flynt
Dear Roy:
Thank you for your letter of February 18th. The package duly arrived yesterday and I will be
able to go ahead with this job. Knowing for many years of the high quality of work of the
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Augusta Press, it has been a matter of real regret to me that we have to resort to some cheaper
production method than its high-grade printing. Our limited funds, the necessity for an
immediate publication and an extensive quantity, are decisive factors. There is, to my mind, no
chance of selling such a booklet, and with this feeling of uncertainty I did not want the printer in
any way gambling on the production. So the result is that we have to take something far less than
we would want - if we are able to get that.
As to the publicity matter. Your contacts and knowledge of the State are invaluable to us. In
some form or other, we always want you associated with us. Perhaps the situation with respect to
the Silver Aisle manuscript and my need for the pictures, coupled with your personal situation,
has led you to think that you have not helped us as much as you would have liked. What you
have done is entirely satisfactory to us and I hope you will continue. Your counsel and
knowledge will be always of great help. Why not try to enlist Attwood's help, rather than having
you drop the matter entirely. He has the Maine Alpine Club and is the Maine representative of
the New England Trail Conference. It would seem a better policy to have as many people as
possible participating in our work in the state, rather than centralizing it on one or two.
With the story in the Portland paper, which we owe to you, we shall be able to rest on our laurels
and we need not call upon you so much in the future. I hope very much that you will be disposed
to agree with me.
February 24, 1937. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood
Dear Attwood:
Thank you for your letters of the 16th, 2lst and 23rd. If you will address me as indicated below, I
will receive my mail more promptly than at 901 Union Trust Building, which is the Conference
headquarters.
I appreciate your thoughtfulness in forwarding to me the story about the Dead River project. We
considered that the Arnold Trail route was our safeguard against any such possibility, but, of
course, this is a long ways in the future.
The gentleman with the illegible name is Mr. Shelse, Chief Clerk of the Geological Survey. The
fault with respect to the topographic maps rests entirely with our good State. This work is done
on a cooperative basis, the State and the Federal Government paying half. Maine has not made
any appropriation for four years and all work has been stopped. The Geological Survey is very
anxious to go ahead but there is nothing which it can do. The first sheet which they would work
would be the Old Speck area, which all of us would like to have. We have tried various schemes
to get this done, without success. Mr. M. H. Stackpole, of the Water Resources Branch at
Augusta, knows the situation well. Some of the interests who wanted this map, Maine timber
owners, etc., had considered introducing a special resolve to get the Old Speck area plotted, but I
understand they will not go ahead. Some agitation in the State to get the legislature back on the
path of making appropriations for continuing the Geological Survey mapping, might be very
much in order. The next time I am at the Survey I will have an index map, as well as the advance
map of the Rangeley Section, sent to you.
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Sorry that I did not make clear that the copy of the story I sent you was what I intended for the
Lewiston Journal. I would much prefer to have it run in two installments, as we would like to
have all of this information available to supplement the Guidebook. You will appreciate the point
on that. I am glad to know that the Business Manager states that an additional run would be very
cheap. We were thinking of 1,000 copies.
I am enclosing copy of a letter which I have written to Mrs. Whitney, in keeping with your
suggestion. Since I am short of carbons of this story, could you hand to her the one which I sent
you?
I appreciate your suggestion with respect to Mr. Newbegin. I shall write at the first opportunity.
We want to interest as many groups as possible in the State in the Trail project. This helps assure
its future and its use. The preferable arrangement is to have many groups interested in small
sections. For this reason, we would prefer not to leave the Maine Alpine Club completely out of
the picture in favor of some other group, but to have both of them interested and active.
I am making the change which you suggest as to Ketchum - this sounds like the Union Pacific
Company’s Sun Valley Ski development, which is located at Ketchum, Idaho.
I have read, with considerable interest, the other matters which you have mentioned in your
letters and which I have not commented on.
cc Flynt
February 26, 1937. Myron Avery to Mrs. Emma B. Whitney, Lewiston Evening Journal
Dear Mrs. Whitney:
Mr. Attwood tells me that he has spoken to you of our wish to run in the Lewiston Journal a
story of the newly opened section of Trail in Western Maine. So it will not be necessary for me
to go into this matter in any detail. Mr. Roy Flynt, our Publicity Director, has made arrangements
with the Portland Sunday Telegram to run a story on the Appalachian Trail project in Maine. We
have been at pains in preparing both articles to avoid any duplication. I presume that the Portland
story may appear in the very near future and I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Flynt, so
that he can advise you of any developments in that connection.
It may well be that, under the circumstances, you would want to let some time elapse before this
material is used in the Lewiston Journal.
1 appreciate that this story is long, and one of my purposes in preparing the material was to have
something available which could be used as a substitute until the next edition of the Guidebook
comes out. For this reason, I asked Mr. Attwood if we could get copies and he said that the
Business Manager had stated that additional copies could be run off at a small charge. We will
want at least 1,000.
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I have asked Mr. Attwood to hand you a copy of the article which he has, so that you can
examine it. I will send to you, under separate cover, photos which could be used, and maps. It
would entirely serve our purposes, if we could obtain the reprints, to have the story appear in
installments. In fact, this would be much more preferable, from our point of view, than
attempting to reduce it.
I will mail the original after I have heard from you in this connection.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Attwood.
cc Attwood, Greene
February 26, 1937. Myron Avery to John Newbegin, Rumford, Maine
Dear Mr. Newbegin:
Mr. Stanley Attwood, of Lewiston, has written me in connection with his correspondence with
you and of your interest in The Appalachian Trail project.
I have sent to you under separate cover literature which describes this project. The Appalachian
Trail Conference is a federation of various organizations maintaining the Trail. Its biennial
meeting this year will be held in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park.
The trail, except in national forests and national parks, is the result of volunteer labor. It was
originally opened by this means in Maine as far west as Mt. Bigelow. As you probably know,
from Bigelow west the Trail has been extended by the CCC; with the exception of 2 miles on Mt.
Spaulding, it has been practically finished. At the same time a chain of lean-tos has been
constructed. The result of this work has been to open a section in Maine which had been very
difficult to reach and it makes available a very interesting region. The Maine Appalachian Trail
Club has issued a Guidebook to this area and hopes during the next two years to issue another
edition which will take in the recent developments.
We are naturally very much interested in inducing the various outing clubs in the states to make
use of the Trail in connection with our various activities. This region is close to Rumford and
while I know that your interests are primarily skiing, it may be that many of your groups would
welcome summer trail traveling, if nothing else than preliminary to the skiing season.
The Trail in western Maine is now in very good shape as a result of the CCC activity. To
increase local interest, we have assigned various sections of Trail to local groups, thus the Bates
College Outing Club has a section in the vicinity of "C” Pond and cut a trail to “C” Pond Bluff.
We would like very much to have your people become familiar with the Trail and eventually
assume responsibility for the maintenance of some small section. It has been our experience that
a definite objective has a beneficial effect in all Club activities and the members have a very
definite feeling of accomplishing something.
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Groups which maintain sections of The Appalachian Trail automatically become members of
The Appalachian Trail Conference and we are hoping that your group and Attwood's club will
join with us. If there is any further information which I can give you in this connection, I shall be
very pleased to do so.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Attwood.
March 4, 1937. Stanley B. Atwood to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:I have written you so many letters filled with questions I will try to keep them to a minimum in
this one.
The carbon copy you sent us, with the minor change I spoke about (I made it: From the North
Bethel-Ketchum road along the Sunday River toward Jake's Notch and thence toward the East
Peak) I have prepared for the type-setters. Mrs. Whitney has been busy, but she also will edit it
and put in the sub-heads. The various footnotes will appear as part of the text instead at the
bottom of the page.
Two issues of the Journal magazine will be about right, using the two center pages. The pictures
are here and Mrs. Whitney said she will see to their arrangement. As to the maps, our cut
department is rather uncertain as to how good a job can be done in making a line cut from a
blueprint. He says there is some method of treating them that may work all right.
A cut lay-out and as much of the text as is needed to fill two pages will be used the first week,
the balance the next week.
There is no need to send another copy of the address as the carbon is entirely suitable. If you
have any corrections to make, they should come along soon.
I have received the advance map of the Rangeley quadrangle and appreciate your thoughtfulness.
I wrote Gov. Barrows of my surprise in learning the State had ceased to cooperate in the surveys;
told him I hoped there was some way he could aid.
Our club has its annual meeting Mar.14. They want me to continue as president but I feel that
office should be rotated, that it will keep others interested. Hope we can get out at least a couple
of dozen to the session. I have suggested our 1937 program take in as many new (to us) peaks as
possible.
I realize that, if Penley and myself are to do much work in trail location and improvement we
won't have much time left for any other trips. I may get up enough nerve to ask the CCC
to pitch in and help once we get the preliminaries out of the way.
Will advise if maps cannot be used and will inform you as early as possible about publication
dates.
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March 4, 1937. W. H. Sawyer to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
It has been a long time since I wrote. As spring approaches, the boys in the Outing Club are
beginning to think about the Appalachian Trail and I have suggested that a small group during
their Easter recess might traverse a section of the trail and clear it of any obstructions that have
accumulated during the winter. This brings to my mind the fact that we have never definitely
settled just how much of the Trail and what sections our Outing Club should be responsible for. I
wish that you would write me in regard to this matter, and also let me know what responses you
have had from the other Maine colleges regarding the sections which they are willing to sponsor.
If they have made no definite responses, and I can be of any help in lining them up, let me know.
Also let me know the news in general regarding the Trail.
{Copy Greene, Sewall}
March 5, 1937. [?] to Walter Greene, Towers hotel, 25 Clark St., New York City
Dear Walter:
It would seem as if the Maine Appalachian Trail Club should have a report at the New England
Trail Conference and Myron asks that you sign the enclosure and send it on immediately so that
it will arrive in time. Myron says that he got quite a kick out of your writing that something
should be done to get The Silver Aisle out. He says he would like to know what.
P.S. As you probably know, I wrote the above from dictation. Myron intimates that he told you
you were completely out of my good graces, and of course you know that that is greatly
exaggerated. I hope your health is better and that you will be able to go to Maine this summer
and have a good rest. Last summer I had a trip to New England, but this year I traveled the White
Mountains in New Hampshire from Gorham to Glencliff, and we had a grand time. We enjoyed
the A.M.C. huts very much as well as the marvelous scenery day after day. Can you not plan to
come down to the Appalachian Trail Conference this year at Gatlinburg? We would all be very
glad to see you and I am sure you would enjoy it.
March 5, 1937. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
Press of private work has compelled me to resign from the C.C.C. and therefore I will no longer
be of any official help to you, but so far as any personal help can be given please count on me.
Our business has increased very considerably and I feel that I can no longer stay in the C.C.C.
employ as there is but little pay in it and of course no prospects.
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{Copy Greene}
March 6, 1937. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood
Dear Attwood:
Your letter of March 4th is at hand. Please do not have any hesitation in asking inquiries of me, 1
enjoy our correspondence and I am pleased if I can be of assistance in any way.
I made a number of changes in the original of the story which I sent to Mrs. Whitney yesterday. I
note that you have gone ahead with the carbon, but I am hoping that the original will be received
in time to substitute it for the carbon. If not, I shall have to ask if you would be good enough to
arrange to make the corrections. While some of them are minor, they would improve the story
materially.
If it would assure better treatment of the maps, I would be willing to risk sending the tracings,
which are on tracing cloth, to you, by registered mail.
I understand that you will be good enough to arrange for us the matter of obtaining the addition
1,000 copies which we want. Can these be reprinted on full pages or in such a way as to facilitate
their handling? I understand that this cost will be comparatively low.
I hope you will decide to continue as President of your Club. Efficiency in office and an active
program is far more important than adherence to the principal of rotation. We have found in our
local Club that the creation of additional offices and activities serves to maintain interest.
I shall expect to hear from you as to what you wish done as to the maps and the reprints, at your
convenience.
l am sending a copy of this letter to Mrs. Whitney and to Mr. Flynt.
cc Mrs. Whitney, Flynt, Greene, Sawyer
March 8, 1937. Walter Greene, President, Maine Appalachian Trail Club, to Edgar
Heermance, Chairman, New England Trail Conference
Dear Mr. Heermance:
I am sending you the following report to be read by you at the New England Trail Conference as
the report on the Trail situation in Maine.
The Appalachian Trail in Maine, 265 miles in length, has been completed with the exception of
two miles on the south side of Mt. Sugarloaf, Maine’s second highest mountain; twelve miles of
cleared trail remain to be marked. The alternate Arnold Trail has been finished and along the
route of the trail there have been built in all (exclusive of Katahdin) fourteen lean-tos which are
public campsites and exempted from the operation of the Maine Guide Law. (The Appalachian
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Mountain Club shelters, not included in this list, are not public campsites.) The work on the Trail
has been carried on by the Rangeley and Greenville CCC Camps and a work list has been
furnished to the CCC authorities in view of further development and improvement of the route in
Maine for 1937.
The manuscript for the third edition of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine, which will be
approximately 300 pages, has been completed and the maps revised. Considerable effort has
been devoted to publicity. Short items of current interest are supplied to the newspapers through
our Publicity Director, Roy H. Flynt, and two full page feature articles are awaiting publication.
Efforts are being made to interest other organizations in the State in maintaining and developing
sections of the Appalachian Trail.
Our greatest need is additional publicity for the attractions of the new trail in Maine. We have
had for over a year the manuscript of a booklet which we wish to be able to distribute without
cost to publicize the trail route in Maine. We again ask the aid of the New England Trail
Conference in underwriting this publication. If the amount of $50 could be contributed, the
balance of the cost can be met through other sources.
March 8, 1937. Marion Park, Acting Treasurer, Maine Appalachian Trail Club, to F. E.
Cousins, Portland Press Herald
Dear Mr. Cousins:
You will recall that in your previous correspondence with Mr. Avery, you suggested that we
should send you additional pictures around the first of March. Accordingly, I am enclosing some
twenty-four pictures. They are as follows:
Photos by Mr. Smith:
No. 1. Little Niagara Falls on Nesowadnehunk Stream
No. 2. Sourdyhunk Lake, the headwaters of Sourdyhunk Stream
No. 3. Tableland and Knife Edge of Katahdin
Photos by Alice Stuart:
No. 2. Heads on Boarstone Mountain.
No, 3. Dwelling at Bodfish Farm
No. 4. White Cap Mountain
Photos by George B. Gorham:
No. 3. Old Speck Pond.
No. 4. On Mahoosuc Arm on The Appalachian Trail.
No. 7. Highest peak of Goose Eye,
No. 13. Maine Forest Service lookout tower on East Peak of Mt. Bigelow.
No. 16. Sourdyhunk Stream and Mt. O-J-I.
No. 19. Pleasant Pond and Mts. Abraham, Spaulding, Sugarloaf, and Crockertown.
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No. 23. Upper end of Lake Webb and West Mountain Range.
No. 24. Three rocky peaks of Tumbledown Mtn., near Weld
No. 31. Small’s Falls near Me. Highway 4 near Madrid
Photos by James W. Sewall:
No. 98-A. Sourdyhunk falls on the Penobscot West Branch
No. 119. Signs on The Appalachian Trail at The Horns Pond
No. 122. The Horns Pond on Mt. Bigelow
No. 146. The Cable bridge across the West Branch of the Penobscot
Photos by Ludwig K. Moorehead:
No. 1. Klondike Pond on the west side of Katahdin.
No. 5. Maine Guide poling up Munsingan Falls.
No. 8. Matagon Lake or First Grand Lake on the Penobscot East Branch.
Photos. by Wolcott Cutler:
No. C. Summit of Mt. Sugarloaf.
No. D. Looking south from the summit of Sugarloaf.
I understand that you will return these prints to us after you have decided what you wish to use,
and the check for the prints used will be forwarded to the Maine Appalachian Trail Club in due
course.
I want particularly to call your attention to the necessity for having a credit line given to Mr.
Smith. We are permitted to use his prints on the understanding that the credit line should read,
for those copyrighted:
Copyright by Edward S. C. Smith, Union College, Schenectady, New York
and for the others which are not copyrighted –
Courtesy of Edward S. C. Smith, Union College, Schenectady, New York
March 8, 1937. Telegram from Stanley B. Attwood to Myron Avery
PLEASE SEND MAP TRACINGS WHICH WILL BE HANDLED CAREFULLY AND
RETURNED TO YOU SINCE PICTURES ARE BEING PRODUCED WITHOUT TOO
MUCH REDUCTION ARTICLE MAY RUN TO THREE INSTALLMENTS WILL
ARRANGE FOR REQUESTED NUMBER REPRINTS OF EACH PLEASE COMMUNICATE
WITH FRANK S HOY BUSINESS MANAGER SUN JOURNAL REGARDING MAILING
AND PAYMENT
March 9, 1937. Marion Park to F. E. Cousins, Portland Press Herald
Dear Mr. Cousins:
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Referring to your letter of February 11th in regard to the status of the photographs which had
been submitted for use in the Portland Press Herald, we have been trying to determine from the
correspondence just how the matter stands, for it seems to us, in view of your letter of February
12th, that you perhaps returned to us prints which you had intended to use.
We are sorry to have to trouble you in this connection, but as I would like very much to get the
records of the Treasurer of the Club in proper order, I am referring to the previous
correspondence with the thought that perhaps It may enable you to clear up the matter for us.
On November 5, 1936, we sent you seven negatives of prints which you had selected. On
November 11, 1936, we forwarded twelve additional negatives and prints. I am enclosing copies
of these letters, for your information.
On November 11, 1936, we received check from you for $6.00 covering twelve photographs
which had been sent to you previous to those of November 5th. To date we have not received
any remittance since that of November 11th.
Since on November 5th we sent you only seven negatives and the check which you sent us on
November 11th was for twelve photographs, it is obvious that this check covered some sent in
earlier, or at least a part sent earlier, unless some of our pictures appeared between November 5th
and 11th which we were unable to check. If none of our pictures sent on November 5th were
used between that date and the 11th, it would seem clear that the check for $6.00 covered those
sent previous to November 5th. Since your check could not have covered those sent by us on
November 11th and as you returned the negatives and prints to us, we had thought that this was
inadvertently done, as these negatives were procured by us from Mr. Sawtelle at your direction.
This is the reason for thinking that you intended to use the pictures sent with our letter of
November 11th, rather than return them.
It would perhaps help straighten matters out if I enclosed for you the Sawtelle prints which were
sent with your letter of November 11th, so that you could determine if you had used any of them.
If we are correct in thinking that the misunderstanding arises from the fact that none of these
twelve pictures were used and you were under the impression that you had used them and paid us
for them, this would perhaps explain the difficulty.
On November 25th you wrote as follows:
“1 had finished with the negatives which I returned to you. I had used and returned all
photographs which you had submitted to me, except three pertaining to CCC work around
Bigelow. I shall use at least one of those at a later date and will forward a check for such as I use
at the time I return those."
You will appreciate my desire to straighten out this somewhat complicated matter. We should be
at great pains in the future to make a very careful record of the photographs we send which will
avoid our having to trouble you with the inquiries of this present letter.
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March 9, 1937. Myron Avery to W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College
Dear Sawyer:
I am very pleased to have your letter of March 4th. It has been a long time since I had heard from
you and I had begun to wonder if your new house were occupying all of your attention to the
exclusion of the out-of- doors.
I have sent you carbons of correspondence which I thought would be of interest to you and kept
you fully informed as to developments in Maine.
We sent to Mr. Sewall last fall a list of recommended trail work, so that if the program continues
through 1937, we should have the Trail in Maine in good condition. You know of the clearing
which remains to be done on the south slope of Sugarloaf and the painting on the section
between Bigelow Village and Orbeton Stream. There are many other improvements to make in
the western part of the State. It seems very improbable that we will be able to get the CCC to
build the side trail to Elephant.
We are still trying to work out some scheme to issue the illustrated booklet on the Trail in Maine,
knowing well how such a booklet would publicize the Trail and increase the use which is very
important to us.
We have the manuscript for the third edition of the Guidebook completed but it is necessary that
we sell out the present edition in order to finance it. If nothing happens to our scheme to get out
the story on the Mountains of Western Maine, this article will serve as a supplement to the
Guidebook and will give people who travel in that section the necessary information.
It is for that reason that we are getting the reprints and we may send them to people who have
purchased the Guidebook as well as to all members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
The one matter in which we have not made much progress is that of interesting other groups in
the State. I have been unable to obtain any responses from the University of Maine. There is a
chance that I will be in Maine this spring and I have tentative arrangements to give the talk on
the Trail before a Club at Bangor and I could probably reach the Maine Outing Club at this time.
I have heard nothing from Colby. I tried, as you know, to get Attwood’s Maine Alpine Club to
take over a section but with their interest in Goose Eye, they suggested that a Rumford group
would perhaps be more active. We should like to get them both.
Because of the changes in personnel, with the exception of the Bates Club where thanks, to your
excellent system of administration and election of officers, interest continues more constant,
college outing clubs are very uncertain sources of trail maintenance. We have tried to publicize
the trail and to get these groups to use it, thinking this the most profitable thing we could do.
As I recall the situation, the territory that the Bates College wishes to have was never definitely
settled. I had thought that you would want the section between Maine Highway 17 and the
Andover-B Hill Road in order to take in your side trail. You spoke of also having the link on
Saddleback. It is our expectation, of course, that the route will be gone over next year by the
CCC but the Bates Club might very well go over its C Pond Bluff Trail, as the CCC will
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probably not touch it. You will recall that last fall I measured the trail and I ventured some
suggestions to improve the marking.
I would suggest that we take definite action to give the club a specific section and try to publicize
it locally and in the Bulletin of the Inter-collegiate Outing Club Association where it might be
helpful. I assume that your local representative could get this done.
If you will let me know how much the Club wants to take, we can make definite allocation. As
my plans develop and I see a chance to go to Maine, I will keep in touch with you. On the whole,
I think our progress is definitely encouraging. It is a matter of publicity. Unfortunately, Walter
Greene has been ill all of the winter but I hope next summer will see him back on the Trail again.
I have not heard from Mr. Sewall definitely as to whether or not the recommendations which we
compiled and sent have been definitely approved by the CCC. I am sending a copy of this letter
to Mr. Sewall; as you will recall, he is very keenly interested in developing participation by the
College Clubs in the Trail activities.
March 10, 1937. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood
Dear Attwood:
I have received the pictures and I have mailed to you, by insured mail, the tracings. I certainly
hope that nothing happens to them, for we could never replace them.
If the expense incurred in sending the day-letter to me is something which you have borne
personally, please let me know, so that we may reimburse you.
If by reason of running the article in three installments you wish more pictures of
Western Maine, let me know and we can furnish them.
We shall have to trim our reprint order to meet the revenue from the story.
March 10, 1937. Myron Avery to Frank S. Hoy, Business Manager, Lewiston Sun &
Journal, Lewiston, Maine
Dear Mr. Hoy:
Mr. Attwood, with whom I have had some correspondence in connection with a story on the
Mountains of Western Maine, has suggested that I write you direct in connection with the
reprints which we wish of this article.
Probably Mr. Attwood has explained our desire to obtain about 1,000 copies of the article and we
hope that it will be possible to have these reprints set up in such a way that there will not be
considerable unrelated printed material or blank space which would add to the bulk and cost of
mailing them. Mr. Attwood wrote me that he thought that the cost would be very low. I assume
that, in keeping with the usual practice of the paper, payment will be made to us for the story and
perhaps you can estimate the amount which we would receive for the story and photos and
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advise the estimated cost of the reprints. If the cost is in excess of what we have in mind, we
shall be obliged to reduce our order accordingly, so that you might quote on 500 and 1000 copies
of the reprints.
Please send the reprints to me at 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D. C. Letters should be
sent to the address given below.
I shall be very much obliged to you for your attention to this matter.
cc Attwood
March 11, 1937. Gordon Hunt, Rangeley, Maine to Myron Avery
DEAR MR. AVERY:
DURING A RECENT CONVERSATION WITH THE SECRETARY OF THE RANGELEY
LAKES GUIDES ASSOCIATION THE SUBJECT OF NEW ADVERTISING FOLDERS FOR
THIS REGION WAS BROUGHT UP. THE GUIDES ASSOCIATION WHICH INCLUDES
ALL THE REGISTERED GUIDES IN THIS LOCALITY DESIGNS THE FOLDERS WHICH
ARE DISTRIBUTED AT THE SPORTSMEN'S SHOWS IN THE PR INCI PAL CITIES AND
ALSO DISTRIBUTED BY ALL THE HOTELS AND CAMPS IN THIS LOCALITY
CATERING TO THE SUMMER VISITORS.
THE PURPOSE OF COURSE IS TO STIMULATE INTEREST IN RANGELEY AND
VICINITY. THIS YEAR THE GUIDES ASSOCIATION IS PLANNING TO ADVERTISE
HIKING AND CAMPING TRIPS COVERING A PERIOD OF FROM ONE TO SEVERAL
DAYS. IN THIS CONNECTION THEY ARE MUCH INTERESTED IN THE POSSIBILITIES
OF PRINTING IN THE NEW FOLDERS A DESCRIPTION OF THE APPALACHAIN TRAIL
IN THIS LOCALITY, PRESUMABLY THE AREA FROM THE LEDGE HOUSE EAST TO
THE VICINITY OF ELEPHANT MT. OR POSSIBLY OLD SPEC.
AS TO THE DESCRIPTION OF THIS SECTION OF THE TRAIL THEY WILL PROBABLY
WISH TO USE EXTRACTS FROM OR POSSIBLY A COMPLETE DESCRIPTION OF THIS
SECTION AS TAKEN FROM THE GUIDEBOOK.
THE SECRETARY HAS ASKED ME TO WRITE YOU TO ASK IF THIS METHOD OF
SECURING THE NECESSARY DESCRIPTIVE DATA IS PERMISSIBLE OR IF YOU HAVE
ANY OTHER DATA WHICH WOULD BE MORE APPROPRIATE. PERSONALY I THINK
THAT THIS WOULD BE AN EXCELLENT MEANS OF SECURING SOME PUBLICITY
FOR THE TRAIL AS THESE VERY EXCELLENT FOLDERS WILL BE DISTRIBUTED TO
THE AMOUNT OF FROM TWENTY TO TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND COPIES. I WILL
TRY TO GET A COPY OF THE ISSUE WHICH WAS DISTRIBUTED THIS WINTER AND
IF SUCCESSFUL IN FINDING ONE WILL MAIL SAME TO YOU SO THAT YOU CAN
SEE THE TYPE OF ADVERTISING USED.
IN CASE YOU WOULD CARE TO WRITE DIRECT TO THE SECRETARY OF

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine –1937 - Transcribed by David Field - Page

49

THE GUIDES ASSOCIATION YOU CAN ADDRESS MR. KARL OAKES, RANGELEY.
WE HAVE JUST BEEN NOTIFIED OF THE RESIGNATION OF MR. JAMES SEWALL
FROM THE ECW. HE IS TO RESUME HIS CRUISING AND TIMBER SURVEYS I
UNDERSTAND.
WE. HAVE HAD AN EXCEPTIONALLY MILD WINTER SO FAR, THE COLDEST IT HAS
BEEN IS ABOUT TWENTY BELOW ZERO AND NO SNOW TO SPEAK OF UNTIL
ABOUT TWO WEEKS AGO WHEN WE GOT ONE TWENTY INCH FALL AND HAVE
HAD A SMALL STORM SINCE THEN SO THAT AT PRESENT THERE IS ABOUT THREE
FEET OF SNOW IN THE WOODS IN THIS LOCALITY ALTHOUGH FARTHER SOUTH
IN THE STATE THERE IS MUCH LESS.
WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU THIS SPRING OR SUMMER AND
SINCERELY HOPE THAT IT WILL BE POSSIBLE FOR YOU TO BE WITH US. WE ARE
ALL WELL AND SYLVIA IS WR IT I NG YOU A LETTER ALSO.
March 12, 1937. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Jim:
I have been pessimistically anticipating your letter of March 5th, so I was somewhat prepared for
the shock. I am, of course, glad that your private work has gotten to the point where it fully
occupies you, but I must say that I cannot see very much more than our own loss.
We are going to miss you tremendously. You know how much you have meant to the Trail
project in Maine. Without you, there would not have been any Trail at all. Even after the project
was approved, it took all your energy and initiative to get over the hurdles and keep it going.
The horizon looks very dark to me now. I do want you to know, and I will be more able to make
it known in the future than in the past, that we fully realize our obligations to you and that your
friends are deeply appreciative. I am hoping that this will mean that we will still continue to hear
from you occasionally and I certainly expect to see you in Old Town whenever I am in that
region.
We have to think of the future and for that reason I am asking if you will write me fully what you
think will happen and who will take your place, so that I will know with whom our dealings in
the State will be. I know that you will take the opportunity to go over the matter in detail with
your successor, so that he will be well disposed toward our activities and fully informed. The
Rangeley Camp is vital to us and that is where some of our difficulties lie. As a preliminary
question, will you let me know just how the recommendations which you have made for the
work in 1937, based on the items which I sent you last fall, stands?
Greene is gaining strength slowly and I am hoping that he will be in Maine this summer again. It
will be, however, a matter of time before he regains his old energy.
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The Lewiston Journal article on Western Maine will give us some needed publicity material and
a supplement to the Guidebook. I have not heard lately from Flynt, but I believe that the story in
the Portland paper should materialize in the near future.
Please remember me to Mrs. Sewall. One of the fine things of this Appalachian Trail work - as
with many other contacts - are the people that we come to know and in this case it has been an
acquaintance that I greatly value, with a man of whom I have known as long as I knew anything
about the Maine woods but never expected that our paths would cross in the manner in which
they have.
{Copy Greene}
March 12, 1937. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have sent over to Mr. Waldo H. Seavey, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine your
suggestions as to trail work this coming season. You will want to take everything up direct with
Mr. Seavey now. I do not know yet who is taking my place.
When I am in Augusta next, I will speak to Mr. Seavey and Mr. Gruhn about the trail work.
March 12, 1937. Donald S. Higgins, Bangor, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
In reply to your letter of March 9 I regret to advise that our Rotary program dates are tentatively
arranged through March and April. There is a possibility that the April 13 and April 27 programs
may miss fire and I expect to have more definite information within a week. If there is any
chance that you will be here then I would like very much to have you speak at our noon meeting
at the Bangor house. Our meeting is at 12:30 and the speaker generally has at least thirty and
sometimes forty minutes. Our meeting day is Tuesday instead of Monday.
March 15, 1937. Myron Avery to Frank S. Hoy, Lewiston Sun-Journal {Air mail}
Dear Mr. Hoy:
I have received your letter of March 12th and I must say that I am very much surprised at its tone
and tenor. If anything has transpired to take exception to, I think it is on my part and the last
paragraph of your letter. The holding up of this story was entirely on your own initiative.
So far as the payment for the story goes, I have no desire to profit by it, but it does seem going
pretty far to furnish the paper with the story, maps and photographs and then be asked to pay for
extra copies. Under the circumstances, I should think that you would be entirely willing to
furnish the reprints.
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As a matter of fact, if the magazine had expected to use this without reimbursing us for it in any
way, I should have thought that you would have been entirely definite on this score. There would
seem to me no reason why this should be treated any different from the usual articles for which
you pay. In past instances, the Journal has paid for various articles which I have sent in, without
my even requesting that they do so. Therefore, I naturally expected that if you did not intend to
follow the practice which your paper has followed in the past, that you would be entirely specific
in the matter.
Further, for reasons which I am sure you will appreciate, I do not particularly care to be told that
my check must be received in advance of the reprints. I think that I can be depended upon to
carry out my obligations as well as the newspaper. In fact, I might have more assurance of
receiving the reprints if they were not paid for in advance.
I am sorry that there has been any difficulty in this matter and I have no intention of creating any
and do not care to be charged with having so done. I had not been told specifically the cost of
these reprints or when the story was to be run. I wrote you in response to Mr. Attwood's
suggestion. This is not a personal matter and the reprints are wanted by the Maine Appalachian
Trail Club, merely for the purpose of publicizing a recreational aspect of the State. There is
nothing personal in it for any of us. Under the circumstances, I hope that the paper will be
disposed to furnish the reprints without charge, which would be entirely satisfactory to us, and
we can forget the mutual annoyance growing out of this correspondence.
{Copy Attwood}
March 16, 1937. Myron Avery to Gordon Hunt
Dear Gordon:
1 am very glad to have your letter of March 11th.
I agree with you that it would be an excellent thing to have as much publicity for the Trail as
possible in the Rangeley Lakes booklet and we will help in every possible way. As you know,
one of the things we are most anxious to do is to publicize the Trail, for the more people who
know about it, the better the chance of getting it thoroughly used and appreciated.
There are only two points which will need to be carefully watched out for. The Guidebook is
copyrighted and quotations from it or excerpts should acknowledge the source. Naturally, we
want to stimulate the sale of the Guide, so we would ask the Association to say that the complete
detailed Guidebook and maps of the Trail can be obtained from the Appalachian Trail
Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D. C., at a cost of $1.00. These are very
minor matters which will probably occur to the Secretary anyway, but this reference is very
valuable to us and that is the reason for my emphasizing it here.
We expect to have out, within the next month, a detailed narrative story on the Trail in Western
Maine, in the Lewiston Journal. I shall have reprints available and will, of course, send you
several copies. It might be that the Secretary would prefer to use portions of this, rather than the
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Guidebook, but this is a matter for the Secretary to decide. I assume that he is able to make
reference to a Guide for whatever material he may require. I am not writing to the Secretary
direct, unless you wish me to do so, for I think it preferable to have it handled through you.
As you know, we have picked up quite a collection of photos which also could be used.
I have been extremely busy this winter. It has also been a very mild winter here. The heaviest fall
of snow--8 inches--came last night. There has been no skiing or winter activity, much to the
disappointment of everyone.
I am extremely sorry to learn of Mr. Sewell's resignation and only hope that it will not make any
difference in the CCC program and trail work. I am wondering if the resumption of the work has
been approved for the next period.
I am glad to know that I am still in good standing with Sylvia. With the exception of an
appendicitis operation of my older boy tomorrow, we are all in good health and send our best
regards. I hope to see you next spring.
March 16, 1937. Myron Avery to Gordon Hunt, Rangeley C.C.C. Camp
Dear Gordon:
We have been asked to loan our wheel for work in New York State. At your convenience, would
you send the wheel and the extra meter to John J. Tamsen, Superintendent, Palisades Park, Iona
Island, New York, by express collect, putting a valuation of $80 on the wheel.
I have been very busy of late and have nothing in particular to write about.
I was very sorry to learn of Mr. Sewall’s resignation. It will mean a real loss to us.
Please let me hear from you and tell me what the Camp has been doing. How far has the road
gotten along and has the lumbering done anything to the Trail? As I remember, all the markers
were used up and it might be well if I sent another supply of markers and nails. Unless you let
me know to the contrary, I will do so within the next two weeks.
March 16, 1937. Myron Avery to Waldo H. Seavey, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Seavey:
As you are undoubtedly aware, the connection of the Trail Conference and the suggestions which
it had to make with respect to the work on the Appalachian Trail in Maine, a part of the C.C.C.
program of the State, have been made through Mr. James W. Sewall. Mr. Sewall has just advised
us of his resignation and that he will no longer be connected with the C.C.C. He has written that
he intends to speak to you and to Mr. Gruhn when he is next in Augusta, about the Trail work.
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Last fall, at Mr. Sewall’s suggestion, we prepared and forwarded to him, detailed suggestions of
work which should be done on the Trail during the coming year, in order to remedy defects and
bring it up to the proper standard. I understand that Mr. Sewall will forward these
recommendations to you, and after you have received them and after Mr. Sewall has seen you,
we should be very glad to discuss the matter with you further, so that these may be included in
the work program for the coming year.
cc Greene, Sewall, Stubbs
March 17. Stanley B. Attwood to Myron Avery
Dear Mr.Avery:I have no authority relative to payment for the matter sent by you, or for reprints. But you may
be interested in my opinion as I gave it to Mr. Hoy. I told him your first letter gave me the
impression you were anxious to get something in the nature of publicity for the Appalachian
Trail in a Lewiston paper, and that I had no idea we were to pay for the article.
Mrs. Whitney tells me she had paid for previous articles but, since this latest was somewhat
similar and since I had told her of your expressed desire to obtain publicity here, she did not
expect it would cost The Journal anything.
Mr. Hoy had no opportunity, after receipt of your letter in which you took up the question of pay,
to telegraph you and wait for a reply. It was a matter of minutes to obtain something in time to
fill the space assigned to the first part of your article.
The request for advance payment for reprints is in line with the policy of the company which
requires similar payment for any material or service rendered.
I do not know the exact space rates of The Journal Magazine, assume they would not mean
expenditure of even a small fortune.
Since the publication was originally mentioned (to the management) by me; since it is all ready
for issue; since it is clear the management feels it should not pay, but must charge for the
reprints; and since you spoke of cutting down the number of reprints, I will go half way with you.
If you will O. K. publication without charge, I personally will pay for reprints to the number of
500 for each article and will have them expressed to you. If this arrangement is satisfactory, will
you kindly notify Mr. Hoy at once.
March 20, 1937. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood
Dear Attwood:
Your letter dated March 17th did not arrive here until this morning.
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I have received no reply from my letter to Mr. Hoy. Perhaps I should have been a bit more
restrained in answering his letter, but as the misunderstanding was not of my creating as I saw it,
I saw no reason why he should inflict a letter of that tone on me.
You will understand that, based on past experience, I had assumed that this matter would be
handled in the usual manner| that is, that we would receive some small amount from the paper in
due course and would be billed for the reprints. I thought that one transaction probably would
balance the other, after learning from you that the cost would be small. In fact, as you will recall
and you have seen all of the correspondence, it was only after your suggestion that I wrote to Mr.
Hoy. I hardly thought the paper would expect all of this to be contributed and then ask that we
pay for the reprints.
While I feel that the attitude of the management is very unwarranted, in view of my desire to
have available literature relative to the Trail in Western Maine, I have concluded not to stand on
this viewpoint but to do what seems to be imposed upon us to carry this project through.
Judging from past experience, the amount paid would have been hardly in excess of the cost of
the reprints.
We certainly appreciate your willingness to help out in the matter and, as I see use for the entire
reprints, I will stand the cost of the additional 500. I did not make a copy of Mr. Hoy’s letter,
unfortunately, so that I cannot recall the exact amount which he mentioned. If you will let me
know by return mail, I will send you my check for the 500. You will undoubtedly wish to retain
some copies for local use.
Will you please have the reprints sent to the Trail Conference at 901 Union Trust Building,
Washington, D. C. If you can send them express prepaid, because of the difficulty in having
them come collect, it will be of very considerable convenience. We can reimburse you for the
expense involved.
I assume that you will have an opportunity to check over the matter of the reprints and make sure
that they are in a satisfactory form. To reduce the cost of mailing them here, we naturally want
them to occupy as little bulk as possible. I assume that it would be a matter of separate pages, on
which only the story will be reprinted and not a case of getting 1,000 copies of that particular
section of the paper which would have a lot of other material.
On hearing from you, I will write Mr. Hoy, O.K.’ing the publication without charge, enclosing
cost of one-half of the reprints and saying that the balance is being cared for by you, or handle
the matter in any other way in which you choose. Since this arrangement is definite enough, I
assume that you can tell him informally how it has been handled, so that he can go ahead with
the appearance of the article.
I would be obliged to you for letting me know when the article is to be run.
This has been a rather long letter. I personally regret this situation, but 1 do not see that I am in
any way at fault--other than in my reliance on what had happened before, and I think that I am
justified in objecting to the attitude of the paper. I do want you to know that I appreciate what
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you are willing to do to help us carry this project through. There seem to be so many of these
difficulties bob up.
cc Greene
March 20, 1937. Myron Avery to Roy Flynt
Dear Roy:
It occurred to me that I had better mention the matter of reprints for the story in the Portland
Sunday Telegram. I do not know what arrangements you have, that is, whether we would be
given the space rates, the same as any other contributor, which would mean one-half of it to you
and the balance to me, if this is a contributed article. Personally, it is immaterial, but I do feel
that we want to make arrangements to have reprints of the article available for publicity use. It
would seem to me that, in any event, the paper should be willing to give us 1,000 reprints of that
particular page. Running off this page would not cost very much, I should think. It may be that
the paper would insist on our paying for the reprints as well as contributing the article. In that
event, I would need to know the cost immediately, so as to decide if we could afford it. Part of
our interest in this project comes from being able to get literature for distribution, and we don't
want to overlook this.
One reason why I am prompted to write you is the situation arising from the Lewiston Journal.
They have held up the story, the Business Manager demanding that we not only contribute the
article but pay for the reprints. Attwood has offered to contribute one-half of the cost of the
reprints. Due to the situation which has arisen, I anticipate that this story will be out either next
week or the week following. We are getting 1,000 copies of this article, which will appear in two
installments and the preprints of which will cost approximately $12.00.
cc Greene
March 22, 1937. Telegram from Stanley B. Attwood to Myron Avery
PUBLICATION MARCH 27 AND APRIL 3 YOUR EXPENSE ONE THOUSAND COPIES
EACH PRINTED ONE SIDE SIX DOLLARS TWENTY FIVE CENTS EXPRESS PREPAID
AND BILL YOU LATER DO YOU WANT WHEN PUBLISHED OR TWO INSTALLMENTS
TOGETHER
March 22, 1937. Stanley B. Attwood to Myron Avery
Dear Avery:My telegram is in error on publication dates which will be April 3 and April 10.
The total cost for the 2,000 copies, which will be printed on one side of the paper only, will be
$12.50, of which I will pay half.
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I will express them to you at your direction, either all 2,000 at one time or 1,000 each week.
Misunderstandings will arise and I’m glad it could be straightened out with some measure of
satisfaction.
March 23, 1937. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood
Dear Attwood:
Thank you very much for your night letter of March 22nd. Enclosed is my check for $6.25, made
out to the Lewiston Journal. I think it preferable, in the way of saving express charges, to send
both installments together, to the Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, after
the appearance of the second installment on April 3rd.
If you happen to think of it, I would appreciate your forwarding a copy of the issue to me so that
I may see the article.
I assume that you will include in your bill for the express charges, any expense, such as
telegrams, to which you have been put.
Under the circumstances, I see no need to write Mr. Hoy, as I have not heard from him.
With many thanks for your assistance in this matter.
March 24, 1937. Myron Avery to George B. Gorham, Jr., West Haven, Connecticut
Dear Mr. Gorham:
I am sorry that you have been obliged to remind me, in your letter of March 22nd, that we still
have your negatives. I have been extremely rushed during the past month and I turned these over
to an amateur photographer, as I did not wish to have them sent to a commercial place. We
wanted an additional number of prints of these films, which would require most careful printing
to bring out their value. Unfortunately, this chap has failed to get around to it. He has promised
to do it within the next week. If not I will return them in any event.
I trust that the assurance that the films have not been misplaced will make it entirely in order for
us to hold them for another week.
The April 3rd and 10th issues of the Lewiston Journal will contain a long story on the Trail in
Western Maine, in which some of your photos are used. I shall be very sure to send you some of
the reprints which will be available to us early in April.
I am very glad that you have found Mr. Wight’s correspondence of interest. If you are in Boston,
I suggest that you get in touch with Mr. Ronald L. Gower, 155 Oakleigh Road, Newton,
Massachusetts. Mr. Gower has led several trips over the Trail in Maine and would welcome an
opportunity to talk with you about the western part of the state.
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P.S. On checking your letter again, I note the possible need for these prints this week-end. I am
leaving town and if you need them, please send Miss Park a note and she will arrange to have
them mailed to you so that they will be received on Saturday.
March 25, 1937. Myron Avery to R. M. Evans, U. S. Forest Service, Region 7
Dear Mr. Evans:
As you may know, for the past two years the Appalachian Trai1 in Maine has been an item of the
CCC program there. Work was done by the Camps at Rangeley and Greenville during 1936. At
the close of the season, the Trail Conference furnished Forester James W. Sewall with a list of
items needed to continue and improve the work. Due to Mr. Sewall's resignation from the CCC
activities, I have been somewhat at a loss to know how to ascertain whether or not these items
have been approved and what the next work period contemplates in connection with the
Appalachian Trail project.
We have had occasion previously to acknowledge the very fine work accomplished by the CCC
on this project. Copies of oar 250-page GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE,
describing in detail the completed trail, are, I believe, on file in your office. We expect to issue,
in the near future, two feature articles in Maine newspapers, publicizing these developments.
If you will direct any inquiry to the proper source, so that I may learn what has been authorized
in the way of work on the Trail for 1937, I shall be greatly indebted to you.
March 27, 1937. Everett F. Greaton, Maine Development Commission, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am sending you a copy of our new Fishing booklet and a copy of the new folder. I am now
working on a mountain booklet which I am in hopes to have out by the first of May.
This will be a general booklet on various mountains in Maine, particularly for the mountain
climber.
I should be very glad to have some copies of the Lewiston Journal that has detailed articles of
mountains in western Maine.
Before I send the mountain booklet to print I will send you a copy of the manuscript to look over
if you should care to do so.
{Copy Greene, Flynt, Attwood, Stubbs, Sawyer}
March 29, 1937. G. T. Backus, In Charge, State ECW, by K. M. Clark, Acting, to Myron
Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
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Your letter of March 25th in regard to plans for the Appalachian Trail in Maine has been
received. I regret that at the present moment I cannot definitely answer the questions raised in
your letter since the work programs for the coming season have not as yet been submitted,
although they are presumably in the process of compilation. I would assume that when Mr.
Sewall resigned from ECW any arrangements made between him and you were turned over to
the Forest Commissioner or members of his staff for incorporation in the coming work plans.
I would suggest that if you have immediate need of knowing what plans are being considered by
the State you get in touch with Mr. Waldo H. Seavey, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine.
April 1, 1937. Myron Avery to Waldo H. Seavey, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Seavey:
In connection with my letter to you of March 16th, I am quoting below copy of letter of March
29th received from Mr. G. T. Backus, In Charge, State ECW:
"Your letter of March 25th in regard to plans for the Appalachian Trail in Maine has been
received. I regret that at the present moment I cannot definitely answer the questions
raised in your letter since the work programs for the coming season have not at yet been
submitted, although they are presumably in the process of compilation. I would assume
that when Mr. Sewall resigned from ECW any arrangements made between him and you
were turned over to the Forest Commissioner or members of his staff for incorporation in
the coming work plans.
“I would suggest that if you have immediate need of knowing what plans are being
considered by the State you get in touch with Mr. Waldo H. Seavey, Forest
Commissioner, Augusta, Maine.”
I trust that your plans will be formulated in the near future so that the CCC activities in
connection with the Trail, for 1937, may he definitely determined.
If you would be good enough to advise us when final arrangements are made, it will be a matter
which we shall greatly appreciate.
cc Greene, Flynt, Sewall, Stubbs
April 1, 1937. Myron Avery to J. F. Smith, Bangor & Aroostook Railroad
Dear Mr. Smith:
With further reference to your letter to me of February 8th, in answer to my letter of February
4th. I have been wondering what disposition was made of the story and photographs which we
furnished some time previously to "In the Maine Woods". As we have not received any proof
and as the publication has usually appeared before this date, we are decidedly at a loss to know
what has happened.
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cc Greene
April 1, 1937. Myron Avery to Everett Greaton
Dear Mr. Greaton:
Thank you for your letter of March 27th. I shall look forward to receiving the new Fishing
Booklet and a copy of the new folder.
Mr. Attwood has written me that the story, "Mountains of Western Maine", will appear in the
April 3rd and 10th issues of the Lewiston Journal and I am sending a carbon of this letter to him,
with the suggestion that he send you 50 copies of the reprints, which you can distribute in answer
to inquiries and where they will be useful.
While it is perhaps natural that we should have a feeling of disappointment that we have been
unable to induce the Commission to place more emphasis in its publications on the Appalachian
Trail or join us in issuing The Silver Aisle, I hope I have made clear that our one interest is in
publicizing the recreational assets of the State and that our limited facilities and knowledge are
always available in this connection. Therefore, we should be most pleased to help in any way
possible in the preparation of the Mountain Booklet. When you look over the article in the
Lewiston Journal, I feel sure that you will find that it contains much valuable data on about 30
peaks which are now accessible. I would suggest that, rather than sending me the final completed
copy of the manuscript, where suggestions, corrections or changes would involve difficulty, that
you permit us to collaborate with you in its preparation, letting us have a copy at an early stage.
We may be able to supply you with some photographs, particularly of Western Maine, if you
need them.
Would you consider it useful to obtain from the Forest Service a list of mountains which have
firetowers and their locations? This would mean a list of peaks which would have maintained
trails, in addition to those on the Appalachian Trail. What do you plan to use as a map? If you
have done, perhaps you would forward it, so that we could indicate the trail route, unless you use
a separate one of the Trail.
I do hope, however, that you will be disposed to give the Trail a very prominent place in the
material which you are preparing and that you will not fail to indicate that, for it, very complete
information is contained in the Guidebook, and state where it can be obtained. Why would not a
sketch map, showing the general route of the Trail, be particularly pertinent, as an illustration in
this booklet? I enclose one which might be redrawn and used.
I hope that you will feel that we are anxious to help in every way possible and, if you care to
afford us an opportunity, we will gladly offer any suggestions or corrections as occur to us. If
you do not care to make use of anything that we may do, it will not, in any way, "hurt our
feelings”. I would suggest that you give us as much time as possible, as I am extremely busy
with office work and various matters.
As the matter now stands, I shall expect to hear from you in due course.
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cc Sawyer, Flynt, Greene, Attwood, Stubbs
April 1, 1937. Fred Clifford, Clifford’s Sporting Camps, to Myron Avery [The usual tough
hand-writing.]
Friend Avery:
I received your map today and it’s a peach you have the best cut of Rainbow I have ever seen. I
have looked this trail all over and I don’t see when you could improvement. One thing about the
Rainbow Mountain. I think it is crowded down a little to swing to the lake. It don’t show up the
camps or the trail enough that way.
Mr. Gower is getting up another party for September. It will be a good time.
I am sending you one of my new leaflets. You have some one that want a hunting trip, we will do
most of our hunting down there. It will be quite a place with a little fixing up.
Doesn’t Lt. Comdr. H. B. Sallada, U.S.N. work in your department somewhere. Would you
mind seeing him or call him up and tell him about us. He wants to do some good fishing in
August.
April 3, 1937. Myron Avery to Mary Jo Williams, Treasurer, Maine Appalachian Trail
Club
Dear Mrs. Williams:
As a representative of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, there has been presented to me the sum
of $100 as a contribution to the Club. The condition of this contribution is that it be strictly
anonymous. I have, therefore, cashed the check made out to me personally, representing the
donation, and I attach hereto my own personal check in the amount of $100, the sum received.
Will you kindly sign the receipt on the two carbons of this letter so that I may make proper
accounting to the donor? This sum should appear as an anonymous contribution in the
Treasurer's Report, which is being included in the letter to be sent to the members of the Club.
Received of Myron H. Avery the sum of $100 as an anonymous contribution to the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club, April 5, 1937. [Signed] Mary Josephine Williams, Treasurer
April 3, 1937. Marion Park, Assistant Secretary, The Appalachian Trail Conference, to
Call Studio, Dexter, Maine
Gentlemen;
You will recall that from time to time you have permitted us to make use of your photographs
taken along the Trail route in Maine. We are attempting to issue an illustrated booklet on the
Appalachian Trail which will be distributed gratis. We should like to use in that booklet your
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photo of Boarstone. You have given us permission to do so on previous occasions and we should
like to know if it would be in order at this time. We will, of course, see that all proper
acknowledgment is made to you.
We would like to ask if since 1935 you have taken any pictures along the Trail route or at
Katahdin.
We assume that you duly received a copy of Guide to the Appalachian Trail In Maine, second
edition, which we sent you.
April 3, 1937. Unsigned letter to Walter Greene
Dear Walter:
It seemed to us that there was quite a bit of business of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club that
should be cleared up. I am enclosing a draft of a letter which we thought we would run off and
send to all members of the Club and to other publicity channels. As this letter goes out over
your signature, we want you to make whatever changes in language you wish or to add anything
additional which occurs to you which we may have overlooked. Please make your changes and
send it back to us as soon as possible so that we can get under way on the matter.
April 3, 1937. Myron Avery to Gordon Hunt, Foreman, C. & M., Rangeley CCC Camp
Dear Gordon:
I am replying briefly to your welcome letter of March 29th, as I am leaving town. I must have
been mistaken in my recollection that we left a spare meter. We have plenty here.
At the first opportunity I will send to you a good supply of markers and nails. You will note that
we have changed the design and the insignia is now on white paint on a black background. Did
the camp receive a new supply of titanium oxide paint? Mr. Sewall wrote about ordering some
last fall. Is there anything else needed? I have not yet heard whether or not the ninth work
program includes what remains to be done on the Trail.
At your convenience, I shall be interested to know how far the road work has gotten on and
whether or not the Trail into Four Ponds was affected by this year’s lumbering.
We shall send you a supply of the articles on the Trail in Western Maine shortly after the 12th.
April 6, 1937. Gordon Hunt to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
In reply to your letter of April 3 referring to the trail paint wish to advise that we have very little
here but I believe that there is quite an amount at the Augusta Office which will he transferred to
this camp. I will let you know as soon as possible.
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The lumbering activities along the Houghton Truck Trail from the point where the AT leaves the
truck trail for a distance of about one mile has obliterated the AT to a considerable extent. We
are practically to the height of land between the Rangeley and Four Ponds watersheds with the
gravel, a distance of slightly over five miles. It would seem to me that the proper thing to do
would be to continue the AT along the Houghton Truck Trail to the height of land east of the
Four Ponds and leave the Truck trail at this point, entering the AT about two hundred feet to the
south. This would take care of the lumbering activities along this area for a considerable time as
this point is about one thousand feet over the Rangeley Plantation-Letter E line.
I have read your article in the Journal of April 3, it is an excellent article and am looking forward
to the April 10 issue
April 6, 1937. Gordon Hunt to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
Reference your letter of April 3 as we have not yet received the ninth program but understand
that this work will be taken care of in same.
April 6, 1937. Everett F. Greaton, Maine Development Commission to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
In reference to your letter to the Maine Publicity Bureau in regard to the cuts that were used in
Mount Katahdin in Maine. We have them all on hand.
I have read with much interest your letter of April 1st to me. I shall be very glad to read the story
''Mountains of Western Maine”. I may be able to get some help from this in preparing my
booklet.
As you of course know it is very difficult to get the correct information on mountains. I find
there is no one source where you can get information on more than one or two mountains.
I have prepared a questionnaire and sent to the different fire watchmen. I have gotten back some
information from them.
I know my first booklet will have some inaccuracies and will not in any way be complete, but I
am in hopes as we stir up interest in this sport that we will eventually have a very good directory
of Maine mountains.
I plan to give the Appalachian Trail a very prominent place in the booklet and to give data of the
Appalachian Trail wherever it crosses one of the mountains. I find in going through your "Guide
to the Appalachian Trail in Maine" a little difficulty in getting out just the information I want.
Perhaps I do not understand the terms well enough.
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I haven’t decided yet just what type of map I will use. It probably will be a very simple one, just
to indicate the various positions of the mountains, because I anticipate that most of the climbing
will be started from wherever cars may be left.
I shall welcome any pictures that you may have to offer. I am sending you one-half dozen copies
of the questionnaire, there might be some mountains that you could help us out on. I am also
sending you carbon copies of the data on some of the mountains that we have. This is not in any
way in final shape, but more or less listed down from the blanks that we have gotten back.
I would appreciate any suggestions that you might care to offer.
April 6, 1937. Walter Greene to Members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club
I am sending to all members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club a resume of its activities
during the past year. This organization is unique in the cosmopolitan character of its widelyscattered membership and by the further fact that the sole requirement for membership is to have
rendered some distinguished service to the Trail project in Maine. This situation, of course,
makes it difficult for the Club to hold meetings, as other organizations of its kind, and, therefore,
we have to transact our necessary business by letter. The Constitution, recognizing this situation,
specifically provides for this in order to carry on the necessary business.
Status of the Trail
During the past year the CCC work on the Trail was continued by the Rangeley and the
Greenville Camps. The alternate Arnold Trail Route was completed by the Rangeley Camp and,
if it had not been for an early snowstorm, the Maine section would have been entirely worked
over at least once. As the matter now stands, there is a two-mile section, south of Sugarloaf,
where the Trail is only roughly blazed. There also remains about 12 miles of painting between
Bigelow Village and Orbeton Stream.
The Greenville CCC Camp relocated the Trail on Moxie Bald and cut a new trail, following the
Gulf of the West Branch of Pleasant River and improved the old route from Namahkanta Stream
to West Branch Ponds.
There are many things that still remain to be done, to put the Trail in Maine in first-class
condition. The Supervisor of Trails has prepared a list of this work and forwarded it to the CCC
authorities so that this work may be included in their 1937 program.
After the three lean-tos proposed for construction on Mt. Saddleback and Sugarloaf are finished,
we will then have a continuous chain of these lean-tos from the Kennebec River to the MaineNew Hampshire Line. There are along the Trail route public accommodations practically at
intervals of a day's journey, but it is very essential to have these lean-tos where people can camp
out and make the trip at low cost.
I regret to have to report that Mr. James W. Sewall, Vice-President of the Club, who through his
connection with the CCC was responsible for making the Trail in Maine a CCC project, has
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resigned his connection with the CCC. All people who travel the Trail in Maine owe a great
obligation to Mr. Sewall and it is with real regret that we announce the severance of his
connection with the CCC work. His advice and counsel, however, will still be available to us as
Vice-President of the Club and we know that his interest in the project will continue.
The Status of Katahdin
A project which should have the support of all organizations interested in The Appalachian Trail
is the Bill (H.R. 5869) introduced by Congressman Ralph O. Brewster on March 23, 1937, to
make the area adjacent to Katahdin a National Park. The necessity for supervision in the
Katahdin area to prevent serious and irreparable damage and the providing of facilities for the
many visitors are too well known to need any comment. This Bill includes an area roughly
between the East and West Branches of the Penobscot, as far north as Grand Lake and west
beyond Doubletop Mountain. The Bill provides that, if the State will cede the present Baxter
Park to the Federal Government, the latter will, in its discretion, accept and administer it, thus
caring for present problems.
I urge that every member of the Club do what he can in this connection. We need to build up a
record to show the attractions of this region. Your letter will help. Send it, in duplicate, to Ralph
O. Brewster, house of Representatives, Washington, D.C.; the letter, however, should be
addressed to honorable Rene L. De Royen, Chairman, Committee on Public Lands, House of
Representatives, Washington, D.C.
Signs
Judging from the number of signs which I have made for the Trail in Maine, I must be well up in
the sign-making marathon. We have just revised our list of signs for the Trail in Maine and we
find that the list comprises some 250 of these board signs. By reason of illness from which I am
now recovering, my plans to make the signs for western Maine have been delayed and these may
not be available until another year.
We plan to have these signs at all highway crossings, side trails, and other important
intersections. The boards for these signs have been prepared by Messrs. L. F. Schmeckebier and
C. P. Thomas, of Washington, D.C.
Publicity
Perhaps the greatest need of the Trail in Maine is to tell people that it is there so that it can be
used. From time to time short notices of Trail activities in the State have appeared in the local
papers. We have also prepared two feature articles. One of these, entitled "Mountains of Western
Maine", prepared by Myron H. Avery, which appeared in the Lewiston Journal for April 3 and
April 10, 1937, was particularly designed to make known the new Trail developments in the
western part of the State. Since this development is later than the second edition of the
Guidebook, it was very important that information as to the Trail in that section should be made
available. Mr. Stanley B. Attwood has contributed 500 reprints of this article to the Club for
distribution and copies have been sent to members of the Club and additional copies may be had
by forwarding twenty-five cents to the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, 901 Union Trust Building,
Washington, D.C. In all, a thousand of these reprints were obtained by the Club for the purpose
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of publicizing the route in western Maine. Another article, concerning the Trail in the State
generally, has been submitted to a Portland paper. Our thanks are due to the energy of Publicity
Chairman Roy H. Flynt for making the arrangements for the publication of these articles.
Our major project at the present time is the publication, for free distribution, of an illustrated
booklet on the Trail in Maine. The value of such a publication is too obvious to require comment.
We must make the Trail in Maine known. To this end, during the past year and a half, we have
been endeavoring to finance the publication of a booklet on this order. It is possible that the
necessary arrangements will be worked out during the coming year.
There are only seventy-five copies of the second edition of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in
Maine remaining unsold. In view of the expected demand for the coming season, efforts are
being made to expedite the preparation of the third edition which will include the developments
of the Maine Trail in 1936 and the side trails, so that there will be available a complete Guide for
the Trail in Maine. The maps are being revised and we look forward to the publication of the
third edition by the beginning of 1938. In the interval, the article in the Lewiston Journal will
serve as a supplement to the Guide to supply the necessary information for travel in western
Maine.
The volunteered commendatory comment which has been received in connection with the
Guidebook should be a source of satisfaction to the Club. We quote from a recent letter:
"Last summer (1936) a party of five hiked the Trail from Katahdin to Monson, and we
found your ‘Guide’ invaluable and very accurate. The Trail at the time was in very good
condition, with the signs all up except one which we nailed back into its proper place.”
Another hiker wrote that the Guide had "everything that one needed" and that he considered it
the best of the Guidebooks to the northeastern states, all of which he had used.
New Members
The following persons have been elected to membership in the Club:
John P, Fox, 440 Richmond Avenue, Maplewood, New Jersey,
In 1925, when the extension of the Appalachian Trail into Maine was projected, Mr. Fox
did considerable exploring in this section and made a map of the area for the Appalachian
Mountain Club.
Dan Wight, North Newry, Maine.
Mr. Wight is the fire warden on Old Speck Mountain and recently opened an alternate
route, the East Spur Trail, on the mountain.
Stanley B, Attwood, Lewiston, Maine.
Mr. Attwood is also President of the Maine Alpine Club and very active in promoting
outdoor activities in the State.
Roy A. Gray, New Vineyard, Maine.
Mr. Gray is a game warden who has assisted Mr. Taylor in Western Maine.
George B. Gorham, West Haven, Connecticut.
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Mr. Gorham spends the summers at Weld, Maine. He has supplied the Conference with a
number of very fine photographs along the Trail route and published in the New Haven
Register of January 3, 1937, a splendidly-written article on the Trail in Maine.
Treasurer’s Report
While the Club has no dues, it has received revenue from contributions and other sources. One of
these is the sale of photographs to the Portland Press Herald. A part of the donation of $55.00
made to the Club for use in connection with the Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge and other
purposes has been expended in connection with, the necessary work on that project. I have
requested Mr. Mark Taylor to act as Auditor of the Treasurer's accounts and his report is attached
hereto. The Treasurer's report is as follows:
RECEIPTS
To Balance
To Gifts – Anonymous
To Sale of Photos
To Guidebooks and Maps
To Miscellaneous

$ 40.20
100.00
13.00
134.05
5.27

$292.52

19.56
101.06
24.73
6.80

152.15

DISBURSEMENTS
By Photo Expense
By Guidebooks and Maps
By Cable Bridge Expense
By Publicity
To Balance

$140.37

The Auditor’s report is as follows:
This is to certify that I have examined the books and records of the Treasurer of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club and have found them to be in good order in every respect. The balance
on hand of $140.37 is a true and correct balance.
Photographs
For use in connection with publicity articles and for sale to the Portland Press Herald for use in
connection with its "Places You Ought to See in Maine", during the past year efforts were made
to obtain a representative collection of photographs of places along the Trail in Maine and other
outstanding scenic localities in the State. The response to this request has been very gratifying.
As a result, we have assembled a rather comprehensive collection of prints. Among these is a set
of 150 photographs taken of long log driving on Wassataquoik Stream and in the White
Mountains in about 1900. These photos are a striking history of a picturesque phase of Maine's
economic history.
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For their generosity in contributing photographs, we are particularly indebted to the following:
John P. Fox, Maplewood, New Jersey
Edward S. C. Smith, Union College,
Schenectady, N.Y.
Ludwig K. Moorehead, New York City
George B. Gorham, New Haven, Conn.
Alice Stuart, New Haven, Conn.
Wolcott Cutler, Cambridge, Mass.
Osborne I. Heard, Baltimore, Md.
Karl P. Harrington, Middleton, Conn.

Mark Taylor, Washington, D.C.
Mary Dorsey, Wilmington, Del,
James W, Sewall, Old Town, Maine.
Dr. Lore A, Rogers, Washington, D.C.
Clair Sawtelle, Mahwah, New Jersey
Roy H. Flynt, Augusta, Maine,
Samuel Merrill

These photographs are an invaluable means of publicity. We urge members of the Club who
have access to photographs of scenic quality or historic interest to forward them to the custodian,
Miss Marion Park, at 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D. C. These photographs need not
be along the Trail; it is sufficient that they be of scenic quality or of historic interest.
The latest reports on the Trail situation are that the Greenville CCC Camp is to go over the Trail
from Kennebec River to Katahdin and build a lean-to on Moxie Bald. The Rangeley Camp has
been discontinued but it is expected that the Trail work in western Maine will be carried on by a
crew sent out from some other Camp. We regret very much the loss of the Rangeley Camp.
I regret to have to announce that our Treasurer, Mrs. C. W. Williams, finds that, by reason of
other obligations, she is unable to continue in that capacity. I have appointed Miss Marion Park
as the Club Treasurer.
Sincerely yours,
WALTER D. GREENE
President, Maine Appalachian Trail Club,
3823 - 212th Street,
Bayside, Long Island, New York.
M.A.T.C. OFFICERS & MEMBERS
April 6, 1937
PRESIDENT:
VICE PRESIDENTS:
SECRETARY:
OVERSEER OF TRAILS:
TREASURER:
DIRECTORS:

Walter D. Greene
Waldo N. Seavey – Forest Commissioner
George J. Stobie
James W. Sewall
Dr. J. F. Schairer
Myron H. Avery
Mary Josephine Kempt
Prof. W. H. Sawyer
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Robert G. Stubbs
Helon N. Taylor
A. H. Jackman
Shailer S. Philbrick

MEMBERS:
1. Arthur C. Comey
2. Marion Park
3. Jean Stephenson
4. Mary Dorsey
5. Mark Taylor
6. Elwood Lord
7. Ralph Sterling
8. Herbert Blackwell
9. Harry W. Davis
10. Lyman Davis
11. Vivian Robb
12. Mrs. Fannie Hardy Eckstrom
13. Ronald L. Gower
14. Charles H. Warner
15. Herbert Martin
16. Harold C. Conger
17. Fred L. Hutchins - Stratton, ME
18. Erland S. Winter - Kingfield, ME - Game Warden
19. Osborne 0. Heard - Baltimore, MD
20. Harold G. Bailey - Bates Outing Club
21. John P. Fox – Maplewood, NJ
22. Dan Wight, North Newry, ME – Firewarden, Old Speck Mt.
23. Stanley B. Atwood, Lewiston, ME – Pres. Maine Alpine Club
24. Roy A. Gray, New Vinyard, ME – Game Warden
25. George B. Gorham, West Haven, CT
April 8, 1937. Myron Avery to Everett Greaton
Dear Mr. Greaton:
I am replying rather hurriedly to your letter of April 6th, which has just come to hand, as I shall
be away in Florida for some time.
I thought it advisable to locate the cuts that were used in the Katahdin booklet. I assume that they
will be safely kept so that they can be used with future publications, if the opportunity presents
itself. Our inquiry was made with the thought of having them delivered to us if they were about
to be thrown away.
In connection with the Katahdin bill, I am hard put to supply information on the region. My
supply of the booklets is exhausted. Does the Commission have any additional copies which it
could forward to Congressman Brewster? If so, will you kindly have this done?
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Your letter of the 6th gives me an insight, which I did not have before, into the manner in which
you are proceeding to prepare the booklet on the mountains in Maine and I am obliged to you for
writing me at length in this connection. It runs in my mind that I was told some time ago that that
manuscript was to be prepared by someone in the State who was thoroughly familiar with the
region.
I can appreciate that you are facing a very difficult situation in having to develop the information.
I know the difficulty in getting letters from the fire wardens. Perhaps it would be more
productive to try to get a general account from the Chief Fire Wardens or even from the four
Supervisors who know their region rather well.
By reason of writing the Maine Guidebook, I have, of course, acquired familiarity with the
mountains along the Trail route, but apart from that, I have had an opportunity to cover a great
deal of the State. While at Bowdoin from 1916 to 1920, I worked for the Forest Service, running
telephone lines to the various lookout towers and on the St. John and Allagash Rivers.
Consequently I had an opportunity to climb many of the peaks, but when I look over the list of
seventy-five firetowers in the State, I realize that I have not seen so many after all.
Whether I can be of greatest assistance to you by filling out the questionnaire or collaborating
with you in other ways, I can best determine after I receive the data. I take it that what you are
sending me represents the progress made on the booklet to date. Please feel perfectly free to
make whatever suggestions occur to you as to how I can be of assistance. I am sorry that the
Guidebook has not been of more help to you. Of course, many of the peaks are some distance
from any highway but we have tried to make clear the available approaches and accommodations.
Your experience makes me a bit skeptical and I am hoping that when you review the publication
again, it will seem entirely workable. I think that you will find the story in the Lewiston Journal
of considerable help.
We have such an extensive collection of pictures that I think you had better indicate about how
many you want and the particular localities. We can then prepare an assortment for you.
P.S. I have been reading your canoe booklet with a great deal of interest. It represents extensive
work. Incidentally, some of my friends have traveled the St. John during the past year and as you
probably know, the Great Northern has a road passable by truck to St. John Pond. Incidentally,
the carry described in your booklet to Sweeney Brook from Abacotnetic Bog was the one in
vogue in the days of Hubbard’s Guidebook half a century ago. The present travel goes to St.
John Pond. Moorehead, who was on the stream, said that Sweeney Brook was so small that he
was at a loss to know how anyone ever got through, coming this way rather than by St, John
Pond. M.H.A.
April 8, 1937. [? Probably George T. Carlisle] to Appalachian Mt. Club
Gentlemen:
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A few days ago I signed the application of Horace W. Chapman of Bangor as a prospective
member of the Club.
1 note that the sponsors are supposed to write a letter regarding the applicant.
I have known Mr. Chapman for a considerable period of time and know that his character is
excellent and that he has a high standing in the community. He is the owner and manager of the
Bangor house, one of our leading hotels. He is the Vice-president of our Chamber of Commerce
and belongs to a number of civic clubs. He is very much interested in all branches of out-of- door
sports and I believe would make a very desirable member.
April 10, 1937. Helon Taylor to Marion Park
Dear Miss Park:
The member I suggested was Roy A. Gray, New Vinyard, Maine. Mr. Gray helped me locate the
trail from Barnjum Works to about 1 mile beyond Sugarloaf and is willing to help more anytime
he is needed.
I met Mr. Green in New York and had a nice long talk with him. I was very sorry that I could
not get to Washington before I came home but could not make it this time.
We have just finished a new camp at Caribou Valley (Mr. Avery will know where that is.) about
one mile off the A.T. That will give us a place to stay while working in that section.
The trail needs to be repainted from Bigelow to Sugarloaf, painted from there to Reddington
Pond and there is about a mile to be swamped between Spaulding and Sugarloaf. I will see what
the Rangeley C.C.C. are going to do and if they are not going to finish that section I will do it
myself with what help I can pick up.
April 10, 1937. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Mr. R. E. Billings has been appointed to take the place of Mr. Sewall and we have every reason
to believe that he will be confirmed. His address is E. C. W. Office, 341 Water Street, Augusta,
Maine. I have just talked with him on the ‘phone and he says that he has not received Mr.
Sewall’s recommendations as yet, but he expects to call on him in Old Town next Thursday and
talk over the work which remains to be done. As I understand it, there will not be any work done
until the first of July. I do not know why this is, but it is unfortunate because there is so little
remaining to be finished.
Me. Seavey is agreeable to the continuation of this trail work. I do not believe there are any
obstacles.
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The present Legislature has approved an act which enables the Central Maine Power Company to
proceed with the construction of a dam at Long Falls on the Dead River, which will raise the
water to an undetermined height, somewhere around fifty feet. This will flood out both sections
of the Appalachian Trail between Mt. Bigelow and Pierce Pond, so that it will be necessary to
relocate in the future that section between the east end of Little Bigelow and West Carry Pond
Mt. In fact, there will be about twenty feet of water over the Ledge house. This is something that
we will have to bear in mind in the future.
[Marginal notes, probably by Avery addressed to Sewall:] {Jim. Please send this on to Walter
Greene. These [Sewall’s recommendations] are I understand from you and with Seavey. Do you
want more copies of my original recommendations last fall.}
April 12, 1937. Myron Avery to Hollis C. Tedford, Superintendent, CCC Camp, Patton, Me.
Dear Mr. Tedford:
Mr. Sewall has been in Washington and we have been discussing Trail matters. Last Fall, I had
up with him the matter of the very necessary guard rail on the West Branch cable bridge, and he
said that it was his understanding that this and some other alterations on the bridge were to be
carried out as soon as weather conditions permitted. Naturally, we are very much interested and I
would appreciate your letting me know the situation and when you expect the work to be done.
Incidentally, I would like to inquire as to how far the East Branch Road has been completed and
what you expect to do in that connection during the coming year. I have traveled a good deal in
this locality and I am rather familiar with the territory.
cc Greene
Transcribed after Mr. Avery left Washington
April 12, 1937. Myron Avery to Emmons Stacy, Superintendent, CCC Camp, Greenville,
Maine
Dear Mr. Stacy:
I am wondering when you expect to resume the trail work, as I assume that you will need
additional markers. Our supply is a little low at the moment and I wanted to make sure that I got
them to you in ample time, so as not to delay the work. If you would let me know when you
expect to continue and how your program will be arranged, I shall greatly appreciate it. You will
recall that the recommendations of last year would have the route from Greenville [? sic] to the
Kennebec gone over by your camp and the building of a lean-to on the east side of Moxie Bald
Mountain. Mr. Sewall has been in Washington and we were discussing trail matters. Was the
Moxie Pond Road completed and do you propose to do anything on the road at Wilson Pond or
at Kokadjo?
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I understand that paint is available at Augusta. If this is not the situation, will you please let me
know?
cc Greene
April 12, 1937. Myron Avery to Edward W. Connors, Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Conners:
Mr. Sewall has been in Washington and we have been discussing some matters in connection
with the Trail. He suggested that I might ascertain from you one or two matters as to which I was
somewhat uncertain.
1. Is there a supply of Trail paint available for the Camps at Greenville and Rangeley?
2. What plans have been made for completing the work on the cable bridge, particularly putting
in the much needed guard rails?
I am wondering if you happen to know the present status of the work plans for continuing the
Trail work for 1937. The Forest Service here tells me that they have not yet received these.
Any information which you can let me have on these matters will be of considerable assistance
to us.
cc Greene
April 12, 1937. Myron Avery to Gordon Hunt, Acting Principal Foreman, Camp P-55,
Rangeley, Maine
Dear Sir:
Thank you very much for the information contained in your letters of April 6th. Mr. Sewall was
in Washington and we were discussing the trail situation. He is, of course, greatly interested in it,
although no longer connected with the CCC.
I understand that the work plans have not been submitted by Augusta for approval and that there
is some uncertainty as to their status. What we are particularly concerned with is the possibility
that, due to the plans not having been approved, that when weather conditions permit, there
might be a delay resulting from this situation. On the other hand, the previous approvals might
carry over and permit the resumption of the trail work as soon as it is expedient to do so. I would
appreciate very much your letting me know if the camp expects to go ahead as soon as it is
possible to do so, or if there will be a delay until the work plans are approved.
If there is any delay in obtaining the paint, please let me know. I will see that more markers are
forwarded in ample time.
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With respect to the location of the trail between Highway 4 and Four Ponds. For reasons which
you will understand, I would like to see as little of the truck road used as possible. If there were
any chance of salvaging the trail through the lumbered area, I would prefer to see the route
continued as it now is. However, you know the situation and the terrain, and if you feel,
particularly in view of future lumbering, that we cannot avoid at least 6 miles of the road,
I suppose that you had better have the alteration made which you suggest. It will mean revising
the Guidebook description, which I can do later. I am anxious to see as little of the gravel road as
possible used.
cc Greene
Transcribed after Mr. Avery left Washington
April 13, 1937. M. C. Linscott, Draftsman, State Highway Commission, Augusta, Maine, to
Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
The enclosed section of the route map of Maine indicates the Appalachian Trail. Would you
please look this over and see if the alignment and location are as you will have them on your
1937 Trail maps so that in event of approval of a 1937 road map, we will have the plotting
accurate.
April 14, 1937. J. F. Smith, Bangor & Aroostook Railroad, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
We are sending you under separate cover copy of our 1937 ”ln the Maine Woods” booklet which
includes a story which you sent us by Miss Ruth Lenderking.
We were unable to use Mr. Dean’s story this year, but if you have no objections we would like to
keep this for our next year’s publication.
Next year I hope we shall be able to get our booklet out in time for the Sportsmen's Shows,
which are usually held during the month of February.
If you have any additional stories, pictures or suggestions for next year’s booklet, we would be
more than pleased to have you send them along to us any time.
April 15, 1937. J. F. Schairer, Secretary, Maine Appalachian Trail Club, to Robert G.
Stubbs. Same letter sent to Directors of the Maine A.T. Club, W. H. Sawyer, Jr., A. H.
Jackman, Shailer S. Philbrick, Helon N. Taylor
Dear Mr. Stubbs:
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In keeping with the provisions of the Constitution, I am placing before you the following
applications which have been proposed for membership in the Maine Appalachian Trail Club:
John P. Fox, 440 Richmond Avenue, Maplewood, New Jersey.
Proposed by Myron H, Avery. Mr. Fox spends every summer in Andover.
In 1925 he did considerable work in connection with the Appalachian Trail and prepared a map
of the Andover region which is used in the Appalachian Mountain Club White Mountain Guide.
Stanley B. Attwood, Lewiston, Maine. Proposed by Roy H. Flynt. Mr. Attwood is President of
the Maine Alpine Club and engaged in opening a side trail to Goose Eye.
Dan Wight, North Newry, Maine. Proposed by Myron H. Avery.
Mr. Wight is Fire Warden on Old Speck and recently opened an alternative route, the East Spur
Trail, in the mountain.
Roy A. Gray, New Vineyard, Maine. Proposed by Helon N. Taylor. Mr. Gray is a game Warden
and assisted Mr. Taylor in the location of the Trail in western Maine.
George B. Gorham, West Haven, Connecticut. Proposed by Myron H. Avery. Mr. Gorham
spends the summers at Weld, Maine. He has supplied the Club with a number of very fine
photographs along the Trail route and published in the New Haven Register a splendidly written
article on the Trail in Maine.
If I am not advised to the contrary in the next ten days, I will assume that the election of these
members meets with the approval of the Board and I will proceed to notify them accordingly.
April 20, 1937. Myron Avery to J. F. Smith, Bangor & Aroostook Railroad
Dear Mr. Smith:
Thank you for your courtesy in forwarding to me a copy of the 1937 "In the Maine Woods”. As I
have received the publication for a number of years, I assume that my name remains on the
mailing list.
We are pleased to note you were able to make use of the story by Miss Lenderking. Would you
be good enough to send a copy of the booklet to Miss Ruth Lenderking at 713 Fulton Avenue,
Baltimore, Maryland. We shall be very glad to have you retain Mr. Dean's story for use next year.
For the last two or three years we have been perhaps a bit “heavy” on the Appalachian Trail
development. The Trail will be completely finished this year and next year might be an
opportune time to have a story on the entire project. It may very well be that we shall have
available some personal narrative or something on that order which we can submit.
You will appreciate that we have been under some uncertainty as to what material you would be
able to use this year. If you can let us know when the material should be submitted in time for
the 1938 issue, we shall govern ourselves accordingly.
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As usual, I have read the edition from cover to cover. The new format is, of course, a
considerable innovation as well as the method of handling pictures. It, of course, makes for a
much more effective booklet. The article on the Allagash Canoe Trip I thought particularly well
done. Who is the author? I can appreciate that with the new arrangement, there is less space for
articles than hitherto.
Your photograph arrangement is particularly striking. I am wondering, however, if the fact that
the source of the photographs is not acknowledged may mean in time that contributors may be
less willing to submit their pictures where they appear anonymously.
Within the next two or three months I shall probably take up with you the matter of the booklet
on The Appalachian Trail in Maine, as to which we had considerable correspondence with your
predecessor.
Copy to Ruth Lenderking, Walter D. Greene
April 20, 1937. Myron Avery to Mr. Leslie C. Turner, New Gloucester, Maine
Dear Mr. Turner:
I have received your letter of April 14th. I am somewhat at a loss to know what you wish of us,
inasmuch as I am not particularly clear as to whether you are working on this booklet which I
understood the Maine Development Commission was preparing on mountain climbing in Maine.
Much of the Material for which you asked is contained in Guide to the Appalachian Trail in
Maine, the A.M.C. Katahdin Guide, and an article on Katahdin which I wrote for the Maine
Development Commission. Some of these distances have been revised and I will have available
within two or three weeks carbon copy of this materiel.
If you will list in sequence the points between which you need the distances, I could more readily
supply the information which you require.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Everett F Greaton, Executive Secretary of the Maine
Development Commission.
Copy to Everett F. Greaton
April 20, 1937. Myron Avery to Prentiss and Carlisle, Bangor, Maine
Gentlemen:
I have just received a copy of the 1937 issue of "In the Maine Woods”, and I wish to compliment
you upon the map which you have prepared. It is a very considerable improvement over the old
and adds a good deal to the booklet. I am pleased that we have had an opportunity to have the
Appalachian Trail so prominently indicated on the map. I have noticed one minor point which is
the subject of correction. After crossing the West branch on the cable bridge, the new trail goes
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along the river for miles and then bears south, rounding the east end of Rainbow Lake. The old
route, which is shown on the map, remains as a blue blazed side trail. If you would send me an
extra copy of the map, I will make this correction. Did you intend to include the truck road from
Patten to Matagamon Lake?
According to our last correspondence, you had not completed the maps for western Maine,
particularly the area west of Maine Highway 4. There have been some revisions of the Trail in
that region and I am wondering if you have a blue print which shows the completed Trail, rather
than the edition of October, 1935, where the Trail route was indicated as “projected” in some
sections.
We are naturally anxious to have you furnished with accurate information as to the Trail route so
that it may correctly appear on the very valuable maps which you issue.
I trust you have received the copy of the article on the Trail in western Maine which we sent you
under separate cover.
Copy to J. F. Smith, Bangor & Aroostook Railroad
April 20, 1937. Myron Avery to Everett F. Greaton, Maine Development Commission
Dear Mr. Greaton:
I have been in Florida during the past week and delayed in acknowledging the receipt of the
carbon copy of the material which you forwarded to me. I am retaining this for the time being.
1 find that I could supply similar data on quite a number of mountains in Maine listed on the
attached sheets. Before undertaking this rather laborious task, it had occurred to me that perhaps
this labor would not be along the lines which you are attempting to develop. As I understood
your plan, you wished a generalized booklet describing in a general way the outstanding
mountain features of the State. This list or enumeration is more in the character of a detailed
guide to the mountains of Maine rather than a booklet of general information designed to arouse
interest in the mountains of the State.
While I am entirely willing to help in every way possible, as I am extremely busy at all times, I
should like to avoid undertaking any tasks which were not specifically directed toward the
purpose which you have in mind. I do not quite see how you can make use of such detailed data
for over a hundred peaks. It would seem to me possible to divide the State into sections and
devote, say two or three pages to Katahdin, the mountains along the Appalachian Trail, the
Katahdin region, and western Maine, etc.
I am also enclosing the original of letter from L. C. Turner, of New Gloucester, Maine. It may be
that Mr. Turner is developing your particular project, but to avoid working at cross purposes, I
thought I had better pass his letter and a copy of my reply on to you. In view of the queries which
I have raised as to the form of the material you have in mind, I shall wait to hear further from
you as to the form in which this material is to be prepared.
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April 20, 1937
LIST OF MAINE MOUNTAINS
Katahdin
Nesuntabunt
Turner (three peaks)
Joe Mary
The Owl Barren Coe O-J-I
Potaywadjo
North Brother
Boardman
South Brother
White Cap
Fort
Baker
South Branch Mountain
Chairback
Bald
Columbus
Blllfish
Third
Sable
Fourth
Matagamon
Barren
Beetle
Benson
Kineo
Boarstone
Trout Brook Mountain
Moxie Bald
Doubletop
Pleasant Pond
Sentinel
Pierce Pond Mountain
Rainbow
Roundtop
Mullen
Little Bigelow
Wassataquoik
Mt. Bigelow - East, West
Pogy (North and South)
Cranberry Peak
Center
Sugarloaf
Burnt
Spaulding
Black Cat and Black Brook
Abraham
The Traveler
Reddington Pond
Baldpate, East and West Peaks
Crockertown
Old Speck
C Pond Bluff
Sunday River Whitecap
Spruce Mountain
Mahoosuc Arm
Mahoosuc Mountain
Goose Eye, North, East, West
Mt. Carlo
Fulling Mill Mountain
Kibby
Russell
Green Mountain
Cooper

Peak, The Horns,

April 20, 1937. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
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Dear Mr. Stubbs:
Thank you for your thoughtfulness in writing me in connection with the Trail situation in Maine.
I am glad to know that the Commissioner is favorably disposed toward the project and that you
see at present no obstacles to completing the work this year.
You may recall that last year when we had up the matter of the public camp sites on the
Mahoosuc Range, namely the Appalachian Mountain Club Speck Pond, Full Goose, and Carlo
Col shelters, the question of the authorization of the Brown Company came up. This was taken
up with the Appalachian Mountain Club but they thought it better policy not to stir up the matter
by making inquiry of the Brown Company. Mr. Sewall had intended for some time to take this
matter up with the Brown Company. I enclose a note from him in which he tells me that Mr. W.
R. Brown has authorized making these shelters public camp sites. This would seem to be the
necessary evidence of authorization and I hope that you will now feel in a position to go ahead
and list these structures also as public camp sites, so that we will have no gap in the chain across
Maine. I am pleased that we were able to get this worked out in such a satisfactory fashion.
Incidentally, for publicity purposes, it would be invaluable to us if we could get an aerial motion
picture reel of the route of the Trail in Maine. I know a photographer who would make the trip
and furnish the film. Do you think that we could get the Forest Service plane for the purpose of
getting the pictures taken?
April 20, 1937. Marion Park, Acting Treasurer, Maine Appalachian Trail Club, to Stanley
B. Attwood
My dear Mr. Attwood:
As Mr. Avery is away from Washington, he has asked me to take care of the matters set forth in
your letter of April 14th. I am enclosing the amount of $3.37, representing your expenditures in
connection with the article on the Trail in western Maine. Will you kindly receipt the bill and
return it to me, as 1 am acting as Treasurer for the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
You will be interested to know that I have just finished mailing out the reprints. We have sent
them to all interested people and to purchasers of the Guidebook, thinking that they would
facilitate the use of the Trail in western Maine. The reprints arrived in good order.
In connection with your endorsement of the Brewster bill for the Katahdin Park, I hope that you
will make sure that the Club follows the procedure suggested in Mr. Avery’s last Letter Report;
that is, sending the two copies of the letter addressed to the Committee on Public Lands to Mr.
Brewster. It is very important that he build up a record on this score.
We are very much interested in the Katahdin matter, and it may be that you will have an
opportunity to further the project through your newspaper connection.
I hope that 1 shall not be charged with breaking secrets when I tell you that your name was
included in the list of prospective members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club recently sent by
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the Secretary to the Directors. We consider this organization unique and I have been very glad to
learn through Mr. Avery of your activity in western Maine. We shall be very glad to have you as
one of us.
April 20, 1937. Myron Avery to Charles W. Blood, Boston, Mass.
Dear Mr. Blood:
You will recall that last year when Forest Supervisor Stubbs was taking the necessary steps to
make the series of lean-tos along the Trail in Maine public camp sites, the question of the
evidence of authorization for the three A.M.C. shelters on the Mahoosuc Range in Maine came
up. At that time you concluded that it would be unwise to attempt to obtain the authorization
which Mr. Stubbs wished and that it was preferable "to let sleeping dogs lie".
Mr. James W. Sewall, C.C.C. Forester, who obtained the permission from the Brown Company
for constructing the Trail in Western Maine, took up with Mr. W. R. Brown the status of these
structures and Mr. Brown authorized the making of the shelters public camp sites and Supervisor
Stubbs has been informed of this. This seems to obviate the difficulty which has been
experienced and I assume that there will be no objection on the part of the A.M.C. in having the
structures declared public camp sites, as it relieves the users of these shelters from potential
difficulty in violating the Maine statutes.
Copy to Mr. F. F. Fish
April 21, 1937. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor
Dear Helon:
The enclosed letter is self-explanatory. In view of the fact that there seems to be no difficulty
about the CCC starting to work on the Trail on July first, I do not see any reason why you should
try to do anything on the painting between Bigelow Village and Orbeton Stream. If the CCC
program does not work out, then we can see what we can do on the matter, but unless some
difficulty develops, we can let it rest.
I assume that you will keep in touch with Gordon Hunt so that you will be posted on what the
Camp proposes to do. I hope that nothing will prevent the program of building the three lean-tos
on the sites which we selected.
There is one thing which particularly needs attention and I doubt if the CCC will get to it. That is
the blocked off section of Trail near West Carry Pond. If you could get someone to go in with
you and clear out that part where the lumbering has blocked the route, and renew the blazes, it
would be of very great help. If anybody tries to travel in there and runs into that, we will hear
very adverse reports about the Trail condition and I am anxious that this be remedied as soon as
possible. There will probably be some blowdowns also and that whole section may need a little
work. I am rather doubtful about the CCC getting in there. Will you let me know what you need
in the way of markers, paint, etc., so I can send you a supply.
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We have gotten a fine collection of photographs. I have not heard anything from Fred Hutchins
with respect to the signs or the pictures and I rather hate to stir him up again. Walter Greene has
been sick and consequently not able to do anything on the Trail signs.
I am sorry that you did not get to Washington; although I was not here, everybody was looking
for you and we would have shown you a good time, if you could have arrived. Better luck next
time.
I am counting on our trip to Kibby this summer.
April 21, 1937. Myron Avery to Raymond Torrey
Dear Torrey:
Enclosed are self-explanatory letters addressed to the Acting Foreman of the CCC Camp at
Rangeley and to Director Helon Taylor, of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. I thought that
these letters might facilitate your trip.
The booklet of the Torrey Botanical Club is a most interesting issue. After studying your
program for Maine, I am venturing one or two suggestions. For the climb of Saddleback, I would
suggest that you take the short cut to the Trail (one-quarter mile), marked by a sign eight miles
south of Rangeley, where an old road crosses the ford on the Sandy Stream [sic, should be
“River”] Ponds. From here it is a mile to the Piazza Rock lean-to and four miles to the summit. I
should think that your party would want to continue east to The Horn, approximately six miles
from the highway, and then return. It would be possible to go from the fire tower to Saddleback
Lake but this would mean shifting around of cars. It would take you over an hour to drive from
Stratton to the beginning of the Trail and my suggestion would be that you would save time by
spending the previous night at Rangeley. The Trail data indicates tourist camp accommodations
which are about four miles north of the short cut I indicated. You will want for this the U.S.G.S.
Rangeley advance sheets.
For Bigelow, my suggestion would be that you go up the Dead River Route to the two main
peaks. I should think it would be of considerable botanical interest to continue along the ridge
and to The Horns Pond. If you went down to Stratton, the fourteen miles with the climbing might
be too hard a day for some of your party, in addition to involving shifting the cars. Therefore, it
might be better to retrace your steps from The Horns or The Horns Pond to the Bigelow Col and
then down the Parsons trail to the same highway. One car could be left at the beginning of this
trail. You will find the routes clearly set out in the Guidebook map of the Bigelow Range, the
latest edition of which was in the newspaper article. If I can give you any more information on
this line or if you do not have these topographic maps, please let me know.
I should anticipate that your collecting on these two peaks would be of considerable interest.
Please forward a copy of your booklet to Helon Taylor, Eustis, Maine, and Acting Foreman
Gordon Hunt, CCC Camp, Rangeley, Maine.
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April 22, 1937. J. F Smith, Bangor & Aroostook Railroad, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you for your letter of April 20th.
We shall be pleased to forward Miss Lenderking a copy of the 1937 book.
If the Appalachian Trail is to be completed this year, I think it would be excellent to have a story
on the entire project in our 1938 issue along with some pictures. In order to get the next edition
out early, I feel that we should have all the stories in not later than November 15th.
I am pleased to know that you like the article by Chief Henry Red Eagle on the Allagash. I am
not very well acquainted with Mr. Red Eagle, but understand his correct name is Henry Perley
and he is a graduate of Carlisle. He does quite a bit of lecturing in New England on Indian life.
We purposely left out the credit lines under the photographs this year to see what the reaction
would be. In the past we have had considerable criticism from the various camp owners that we
were showing too many pictures from certain camp owners. It will be interesting to see what the
comments will be on leaving these names off.
Many of the better pictures used in the book this year were purchased from professional
photographers located here in the State of Maine.
Will be pleased to hear from you later regarding the article for our book on the Appalachian Trail
in Maine.
April 23, 1937. Everett Greaton to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thanks for your letter of April 20th. The booklet that we contemplate on Maine mountains is to
list as many of our mountains as possible for the prospective mountain climber. We find each
year that there are more people turning to mountain climbing and we have many inquiries for
data on our mountains.
What I want to get out is a booklet listing as many peaks as possible and giving the way to reach
the base, and the details of the climb and any interesting facts that we have on the mountain.
We want to follow pretty closely the general idea that is contained in the data that I sent you.
We have to have one or two pages on Katahdin and some data on mountain climbing in general,
telling why it is so fascinating and the health values one gets out of this popular sport. We hope
also to have a few pictures.
If there are any mountains not included in the list that I sent you that you can give me the data on
I certainly should appreciate it. Of course I realize that you are a busy man and I don’t want to
burden you.
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I have had some contact with L. C. Turner of New Gloucester and given him some data on
Mount Katahdin. He is writing up something on mountains for the WPA.
April 23, 1937. Myron Avery to New England Council, Boston, Mass.
Gentlemen:
I have read with considerable interest the last edition of your publication "Your Vacation in New
England" and I wish to compliment you on this splendid production.
I would like to make one or two suggestions for future editions.
Under the publications listed for the State of Maine, GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL
IN MAINE, 254 pages, 8 maps, should be listed for sale by the Appalachian Trail Conference,
901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D. C. Another publication is MOUNTAINS OF
WESTERN MAINE, 25¢, which may be obtained through the same source.
April 23, 1937. Myron Avery to Harrie Coe, Maine Publicity Bureau, Portland, Maine
Dear Mr. Coe:
In looking through the last edition of your very fine publication MAINE INVITES YOU, it had
occurred to me that, under the heading of "Mountains and Hiking” you might mention the fact
that 265 miles of the Appalachian Trail in Maine had been completed and that many lean-tos and
public campsites have been built along the route. We have supplied Mr. Linscott who drafted the
map in your publication, with the corrected route of the trail and I hope that it will get into future
editions.
I sent to you recently copy of an article which we wrote for the Lewiston Journal, to publicize
the mountains in Western Maine covered by the Trail. Incidentally, I might save some critic from
complaining of the figure given on the map and in the text, for Katahdin. It is 5,267, not 5,280,
which is mentioned.
April 23, 1937. Myron Avery to Hollis C. Tedford, Principal Foreman, E. C. W. Camp P-63,
Patten, Maine
Dear Mr. Tedford:
I am very much obliged to you for your letter of April 15th and am pleased to know that plans
are underway to put a guard rail on the bridge in the very near future. I feel that this is a
dangerous situation and I have been apprehensive lest there be some accident occur by reason of
someone trying to cross the bridge and losing his head due to its swaying above the water.
If you would bear in mind to let me know when the job is completed, I would greatly appreciate
it.
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1 am hoping to renew my acquaintance with the country north of Katahdin this summer and if I
come in by way of Patten, I may see you at that time. I knew the fire warden at Burnt Mountain,
Charlie Mahar, very well. He is an extremely fine fellow. It will be something of a surprise to
him to have the road coming by his door.
April 23, 1937. Myron Avery to Maine Highway Department, Augusta, Maine
Dear Sirs:
I have been advised that the Legislature this year made an appropriation for the purpose of
extending the road, begun under relief labor, from the forks of the road from Millinocket to
Katahdin, which led to the West Branch of the Penobscot at Abol Stream. My understanding is
that this road was to be continued along the north bank of the Penobscot to intersect the Great
Northern Paper Company's road at Ripogenus. I would appreciate your advising me of the
situation in that respect, so that we may note the road in GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL IN MAINE.
Will you kindly advise the status of Maine Highway 17, which was to extend from Houghton to
Bemis? Have you any information as to the distance from Houghton to Bemis or Oquossoc?
April 24, 1937. Mary Josephine Williams to Walter Greene
Dear Mr. Greene:
I understand that a letter is to be mailed soon to the members of the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club. This seems to be a good time for me to let you know that I feel I should submit my
resignation as Treasurer of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
Because of my numerous duties I have not been able during the last few months to take any
responsibility, and since last summer Miss Marion Park has been good enough to relieve me of
the work incident to the office of Treasurer of the MATC.
Therefore I should appreciate it if you would consider this letter as my resignation from the
office of Treasurer, to take effect whenever the office can be filled under the constitution of the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
Any time that I can be of assistance I hope you will not hesitate to let me know and I shall be
glad to be of service.
cc Marion Park, Myron Avery, J. F. Schairer
April 28, 1937. Myron Avery to Waldo H. Seavey, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Seavey:
Last fall, at Mr. Sewall’s request, we compiled a list of necessary items of work on The
Appalachian Trail in Maine for 1937. These may have been previously forwarded to you, but in
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view of the very considerable correspondence which you must have in connection with the CCC
work, I thought it would be of convenience to send these recommendations to you direct at this
time.
If there are any matters in this list which are not entirely clear to you, we would be very glad of
an opportunity to explain them further.
Copy to James W. Sewall, R. E. Billings
September 15, 1936.
SUGGESTIONS FOR CCC WORK FOR 1937
RANGELEY CAMP
These suggestions are premised upon Mr. Viles’ expectation that he will have Rangeley Camp,
this fall, repaint from Saddleback to Grafton Notch in order to make necessary improvements in
the marking and also remove the excess painting which disfigures the Little Bigelow link.
1. Go over, with clearing crew, the trail from Saddleback to Me. Highway 5 (Andover-South
Arm Road), with particular attention to clearing out Bemis Brook and Saddleback Trails of small
birches, etc., which narrow trail and confuse routes.
2. Rechink shelters with poles, as suggested by Mr. Sewall, and possibly repaint with graphite
paint for protection against porcupines. Build outhouse at each lean-to, put in bough beds and
make a tin can dump for each shelter.
3. Reclear trail from C Pond to Andover-B Hill Road because of slash and lumbered area.
4. Put in a side trail to Elephant Mt. Trail cut in 1936, except in bad slash area noted above,
could be gone over, if work required to fill out summer but otherwise reserve for next year.
Some tools should be added, such as a weeder, for clearing bushes and small hardwood growth
coming back in trail which axes and pruning shears can't handle.
5. Do necessary clearing and marking in trail between Houghton Truck Road and Four Ponds,
which is held in abeyance until lumbering finished.
6. Clear section of Trail about a mile east of West Carry Pond, where route has been obliterated
by lumbering.
7. Finish painting blazes Full Goose to Grafton Notch.
8. Build Saddleback, Sugarloaf, Spaulding Lean-tos.
9. Put in latrines at all lean-tos.
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GREENVILLE CAMP
1. Reclear Trail worked in 1935. Commence at summit of Katahdin and go south to Nahmakanta
Stream; then clear from Blanchard to Berry’s Camps. Because of lumbering slash, while East
slope of White Cap can be omitted, very important to work north slope, by Boudreau’s to Berry’s.
2. Moxie Bald Mtn. requires work. Trail for ½ m. along summit to be cairned, better painted and
trees and small growth cut out by proper tools to make a route. Trail in burned land on lower
west slope to be cleared out again. Build lean-to on east slope of Bald Mtn. (last water) at old
Hollingsworth and Whitney No. 5 camps. (To break this long section in 2 day’s trip; badly
needed.) Go across Maine Central R.R. for 2 m. west cutting small growth, same as on top of
Moxie. Watch out for possible relocation needed by beaver flowage on Bald Mtn. Tote-road and
at 2 m. west of railroad. (Suggest cutting an alternate path on high land, marking both routes,
which will be available if beaver come back and extend dams.)
3. Bridges. Replace bridge at Long Pond Stream and at East branch of Pleasant River.
4. Trail along East Branch of Pleasant River needs clearing.
April, 1937
LIST OF TRACINGS
GUIDE TO APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE:
Katahdin Region.
Katahdin to Me Highway 4.
Katahdin to Penobscot East Branch.
White Cap (2 celluloid tracings).
Barren-Chairback (2 tracings).
Bodfish Farm to Moxie Pond.
Me. Highway 4 to Me.-N.H. Line.
Bigelow Range
Gulf Hagas Tracing.
Buck Katahdin Tracing (original).
Raisz Map ~ Maine Watersheds - Telos Cut Article.
Allagash Lake-Parott Tracing.
***
Guide to Southern Appalachians
(2) - Cover map
***
Tracing for Appalachian Trail route-letterhead
May 3, 1937. Ralph Billings to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
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We are in receipt of your suggestions for the trail work to be done by Rangeley and Greenville
CCC Camps. In making up the work plan for 1937, we requested about seven hundred and fifty
(750) man days to be used principally by the Rangeley and Greenville Camps, with a smaller
number to be used by the Patten Camp, making certain changes on the Sourdnahunk suspension
bridge.
The projects outlined in the work plan were made up from your suggestions to Mr. Sewall and
the completion of certain work undertaken last year by the Rangeley camp is included.
Construction of two miles of new trail, construction of three or four shelters and clearing the
completed trail from Grafton to the Kennebec River, the Greenville Camp to cover trail from the
Kennebec River to Mt. Katahdin and build one lean-to on the east side of Moxie Bald Mountain,
both camps to do such re-marking as is necessary. It is my understanding that the paint is
available at Greenville.
Owing to present interpretation of regulations, we would not be able to undertake this work, but
Mr. Backus’ office is taking this up with the Chief to see if an exception cannot be made.
Thank you very much for the Guide to Appalachian Trail. It was very useful to me in writing up
the new projects.
{Copy Sewall, Greene, Taylor, Hunt}
May 6, 1937. Myron Avery to Ralph Billings, Assistant Forester, Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Billings:
I am very much obliged to you for explaining to me in detail the recommendations which have
been made for CCC work on the Appalachian Trail.
I am very glad to say that, in talking today with Mr. Backus’ office (Mr. Clark), I was told that
the Forester had made an exception so that the contemplated work on the trail in Maine is
approved and can be undertaken. I am certainly pleased that the anticipated difficulties on this
score have not materialized.
I am sending you under separate cover two copies of on article on the Trail in western Maine
which we issued to amplify the Guidebook. This may be of help to you.
If anything further occurs of interest in connection with the projects, I would be very
appreciative if you would write me in that connection. Also, please feel free to call on me for
anything which I can do in this connection.
Copy to Sewall, Greene, Taylor, Hunt
May 7, 1937. H. S. Weymouth, Supt. State Aid Roads, State Highway Commission, Augusta,
Maine, to Myron Avery
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Dear Mr. Avery:
The Highway Commission acknowledges receipt of your letter of April 23 in which you inquire
the status of the road from Millinocket to Ripogenus following the north bank of the Penobscot
River and in which you also inquire about the Houghton-Oquossoc road.
As you know, the only completed road at present between Millinocket and Ripogenus leaves the
north bank of the Penobscot and continues northerly east of Sourdnahunk Stream crossing the
Abol and Hunt Trails and meeting the Great Northern Paper Company’s road near the
Sourdnahunk Stream crossing. For maintenance of the above road, the Maine Legislature made a
special appropriation of $5,000 which will be available this summer but which we will have to
use for maintaining this road during both 1937 and 1938.
We are not familiar with the status of the direct road along the northerly bank of the Penobscot
River on which we understand some of the right of way was cleared as a WPA project. We are
referring your inquiry to the Millinocket Chamber of Commerce, which organization will be able
to advise you accurately.
Now in regard to the Houghton-Oquossoc road, will state that the work to date has consisted
only of grading, which has extended throughout the entire distance between Houghton and
Oquossoc. This highway has therefore been passable during this past winter while frozen but we
doubt very much if it will be at all passable this summer.
The construction on this road has been carried on as a WPA project and as far as we know now
will continue as such. The entire distance from Houghton to Oquossoc is twenty and a quarter
miles according to our records.
If we can be of service by giving any further information, we would be pleased to have you
inquire again.
{Copied to Greene, Sewall, Flynt}
May 11, 1937. Telegram from Gordon Hunt to Myron Avery
FOR YOUR INFORMATION EVERYTHING INDICATES IMMEDIATE CLOSING OF
THIS CAMP
May 11, 1937. Myron Avery to Ralph E. Billings
Dear Mr. Billings:
When I wrote you a few days ago to the effect that I had ascertained that the Forester’s office
had approved the work on the Appalachian Trail for 1937, it seemed as if we had clear sailing for
a while at least. At that time, while a reduction In CCC Camps was under consideration, it
seemed as if the two Camps in which we were particularly interested would not be affected. I
learned today that in making the reductions, the State had found it necessary to recommend that
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the Rangeley Camp be discontinued. This is a very severe blow to the project, as we had counted
on the availability of the Rangeley Camp to complete the work on the Trail. I understand the
situation and realize that nothing different could be done.
As between the work on the Trail which bad been planned for the Greenville and Rangeley
Camps, that of the latter was the work particularly required to complete the project. I am
wondering how this development will affect the Trail work. Will it still be possible to have a trail
crew from the Greenville Camp, working on the same basis as a side camp from Rangeley, do
the work of completing the Trail between Bigelow Village and Orbeton Stream as well as the
building of the three lean-tos in that direction. In view of the particular nature of this project, it
might be possible to obtain a special authorization for this work.
I will appreciate your writing me as to what you think the outlook is and what it will be possible
to do in the way of remedying the difficulties which are now developing.
Copy to Sewall, Greene, Flynt, Taylor
May 11, 1937. Myron Avery to Gordon Hunt
Dear Gordon:
I received your telegram today just as I had learned from the Forest Service of the decision to
discontinue the Rangeley Camp. When I last took up trail matters there, it seemed as if the
Rangeley Camp would not be one that would go when the reduction came into effect, although
we have known for some time that it was rather near the border line. I am afraid that there is
nothing that we can do down here. A reduction absolutely has to be made and there is no getting
away from that. The State officials determine which Camps are to be eliminated and they have
indicated those to go in this reduction. The completion of the Trail project is not enough in itself
to hold this Camp and eliminate some other one. I have written to Mr. Billings to find out what
the situation is and how we can try to carry on.
I am mighty sorry for what has happened and I am hoping that it will mean that they will find a
place for you in some other Camp, although you may not wish to leave Rangeley. I will
appreciate your letting me know some time how far your road work progressed and keeping me
advised of the developments. This certainly is a heavy blow not only to the project but to me
personally. I feel the worse about it because it seems to be a situation where nothing can be
accomplished unless Congressional pressure puts an end to the proposed reductions. I will keep
you posted on anything that I hear. Please let me know how matters develop. I feel as badly
about this as you do and wish that I could do something.
May 11, 1937. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
It has just come to our notice that we will probably lose the Rangeley and Lewiston C.C.C.
camps, with the probable discontinuance of all the projects in these camps. It occurs to me that
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we might be able to finish the Appalachian Trail with a crew from the Bridgton camp, which
would be about the nearest of any of the camps in the western part of the state.
You have been getting a lot of very good publicity in the shape of photographs and pictures in
the "Press Herald", which I believe is very good. I regret that I have not been able to cooperate in
the matter of furnishing pictures as I would like to do because of the rush of the spring fire
season here in the office.
{P.S. These camps were next on the priority list to be dropped. It is a matter beyond the
Commissioner’s control as to what camps shall be dropped.}
May 13, 1937. Harrie Coe, Maine Publicity Bureau, to Myron Avery
Your letter of April 23 about an article on the Appalachian Trail in "Maine Invites You" came in
too late for us to do anything on it this year.
We would like, however, very much to devote one or two pages in the 1938 edition of the
booklet. So, if you will keep this in mind and sometime when you have the leisure prepare what
you would like to have used, we will be very glad to place this on file for use next year.
Have you seen the new Maine highway map issued by the Socony people which shows the
Appalachian Trail?
We will also plan to show the trail next year on the map we carry in "Maine Invites You."
May 15, 1937. Myron Avery to H. S. Weymouth, Maine Highway Commission
Dear Mr. Weymouth:
I appreciate very much your detailed letter of May 7th, furnishing detailed information in answer
to my queries and correcting some matters as to which I had been misinformed.
I have only one further point. Do your records show the distance from Houghton to the crossing
of Four Ponds Brook (the Appalachian Trail), and to Bemis or Camp Bemis, respectively?
I judge that Millinocket-Ripogenus Road means maintenance rather than contemplating
rebuilding.
May 13, 1937. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Mr. Stubbs:
Thank you for your letter of May 11th. The loss of the Rangeley Camp will be a very serious
blow to us. I had written to Mr. Billings to ask if he thought the Trail program could still be
worked out. It is of utmost Importance that the Trail between Bigelow Village and Orbeton
Stream be finished and the three lean-tos which were to be built are most essential. I had thought
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that if the crew could get over the entire Trail from Bigelow to the New Hampshire Line this
summer, it would put it in first-class order. What shall we do in the way of trying to utilize your
suggestion about the Bridgton Camp. Will you speak to Mr. Billings, or should I write him in
that connection?
More important than the camp would be the presence of the two foremen, Winter, McLaughlin,
or Hunt, who are thoroughly familiar with our Trail work and practice. If new foremen are sent
out to do this job, it would be a very serious handicap. Without any opportunity to instruct the
new foremen in our methods of marking, etc., and what we want, we would be under
considerable handicap. Is there anything that you can do in this connection or shall I write Mr.
Billings with respect to the foremen? I will await your answer.
Many thanks for your good words about the photographs in the Portland Press Herald. I assume
that you received our note about the three lean-tos on the Mahoosuc Range and that the
necessary steps in that direction will be duly taken.
May 18, 1937. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery [on MATC stationery]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Since talking with Mr. Billings, I believe that rather than use men from the Lewiston Camp, it
would be well for us to try to get a crew out of the Greenville Camp to complete this trail from
Sugar Loaf to Oberton Stream.
I am not sure yet that we will lose the two camps, as there seems to be a lot of agitation in the
matter. I believe that if you write to Mr. Ralph E. Billings, c/o E.C.W. Office, 341 Water St.,
Augusta, he will give you a definite letter as to how the situation stands. We will then be able to
tell just where to go to work. When he writes you, I would like to have a copy of his letter.
{Letter says he [Billings] will write on return from Rangeley.}
May 19, 1937. Myron Avery to Harrie B. Coe
Dear Mr. Coe:
Thank you very such for your letter of May 13th.
Your suggestion of one or two pages of the 1938 edition of “Maine Invites You" is merely a
further illustration of your continued cooperation in publicizing the Trail in Maine. I think it
preferable to wait until fall to prepare this, so as to have the benefit of this summer’s
developments. If I fail to send this in by early fall, I would appreciate your reminding me of it.
I have not seen the latest Maine Highway Map with the Trail on it. Can your Secretary mail me
one? We have conducted an energetic program to get the Trail plotted on Oil Company and
Highway Maps, and I am pleased that it is bearing fruit.
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cc Greene
May 22, 1937. Marion Park to E. C. Burnard, Acting City Editor, Portland Press Herald,
Portland, Maine
Dear Mr. Burnard:
Thank you for the check for $7.00 covering the fourteen pictures which were published in the
Portland Press Herald. I am enclosing herewith seventeen more, as follows:
By Ludwig K. Moorehead No. 2. Haskell Rock and the Falls on East Branch of the Penobscot.
No. 3. Clear Lake.
No. 4. Munsungan Stream.
No. 7. Lower Fowler Pond, with Bald Mountain in background.
No. 8. View over Northwest Basin of Katahdin.
No. 12. Coffeelos Lake.
By Alice Stuart No. 12. Katahdin from Rainbow Lake.
No. 13. Fire Warden’s Camp at Chimney Pond.
ho, 19. Katahdin from Togue Ponds.
By James W. Sewall ho, 117. One of the twin lean-tos at The Horns Pond.
No. 97. Falls at mouth of Sourdnahunk Stream.
No. 127. Looking east of the Appalachian Trail from the fire tower on Old Speck.
By George B, Gorham No. 11. Bend in Dead River.
No. 20. Early-morning mist over Lake Webb.
No. 26. Profile on east wall of canyon between first and second peaks of Tumbledown
Mtn.
No. 27. Saddleback Mountain.
By Wolcott Cutler No. A. Sugarloaf Mountain.
We shall be glad to have your check for as many pictures as you use. Will you please make the
check out to the Maine Appalachian Trail Club instead of the Appalachian Trail Conference,
although the credit line is as given on the back of the pictures.
May 22, 1937. Marion Park to H. J. Burrowes Company, Portland, Maine
Gentlemen:
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We have your letter of May 14th. The Maine Appalachian Trail Club has an extensive collection
of photographs of the Maine woods, many of which were taken along The Appalachian Trail.
You have undoubtedly noticed a reproduction of some of these photographs from time to time in
the various issues of the Portland Press Herald.
If you will be more specific as to what you have in mind, we could arrange to forward to you for
inspection some representative photographs. These photographs have been donated by various
people and the proceeds from their use are used in connection with the work of publicizing the
Appalachian Trail in Maine.
May 26, 1937. Myron Avery to Ralph E. Billings
Dear Mr. Billings:
A few days ago I had a note from your Secretary, saying that you were at Rangeley and on your
return would be able to write me as to the situation.
If matters have developed to the point that you can indicate what will be the future plans, I shall
be very much obliged to you.
As I see the problem of the use of crews from some other Camp, it is more a matter of foremen
than the men. The foremen from the Greenville and Rangeley Camps were extremely competent
and experienced. We had spent considerable time in acquainting them with our particular
practices and results were most gratifying. I feel that there will not be a similar opportunity this
summer and we both appreciate how, with the best of intentions, a green foreman not
accustomed to the work, cannot produce the same results as the experienced and trained men.
This thought has undoubtedly occurred to you but I thought it well to mention it, for to my mind
it is the crux of the situation. If we have to carry on with new foremen from a new camp, it will
be decidedly difficult.
May 26, 1937. Myron Avery to Harry B. Coe
Dear Mr. Coe:
Taking advantage of a bit of leisure on a trip to Jacksonville, I ran off what I thought to be the
equivalent of the two printed pages for "Maine Invites You". I thought that I would do this and
send it to you rather than follow out my original intention of doing it in the fall, so that you will
have it now and can hold it for the 1938 edition.
Please feel free to make any changes which you find necessary.
We appreciate very much your cooperation and shall be very glad to have an opportunity to
supply you with material, if you will let us know what projects are under way.
Copy Flynt, Greene, Jean Stephenson
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For Maine Invites You (1938) published
by the Maine Publicity Bureau.
The Visitor to Maine, who would explore afoot the depths of its North Woods wilderness, with
all its beauty of lake, forest and stream, will be happy to learn that the State’s recreational assets
provide also for him. Extending southwest from Katahdin, that massive granite monolith, which
dominates the central Maine wilderness, across the state extends a marked and maintained foot
trail system of some 265 miles. This is the northern link of the famous 2,050-mile Appalachian
Trail through the mountain wilderness of the 14 eastern Atlantic States, which has been
developed during the past 16 years by outing clubs and interested individuals federated in The
Appalachian Trail Conference.
Maine’s segment of this super-trail was begun in 1933. After extensive exploration and planning,
the route was opened as far west as Mt. Bigelow by amateur effort. Here the project might have
rested but for the CCC, which, with the approval of the Maine and Federal Forest Services,
undertook the completion of the Trail across Maine. The work continued through 1935, 1936 and
1937 under careful supervision, resulting in a recreational asset to the State, unsurpassed, so
travelers along the Trail report, in scenic interest and its quality as a wilderness route.
Equipped with a moderate degree of physical fitness, a stranger to the Maine wilderness need
have no hesitation in attempting this "Silver Aisle" through the sombre spruce and fir of the
Maine wilderness. White paint blazes and the metal Appalachian Trail markers unmistakably
indicate the route. Blue-blazed side trails lead to numerous points of exceptional interest off the
main route. Important termini are marked by white board direction signs. Complete detailed trail
data, reading in both directions, with all necessary information as to Trail approaches,
accommodations, detailed maps, etc., “what and how to do” have been made available in the
300-page GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, which may be obtained from
The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C. at a cost of
$1.50. Every user of the Trail and frequenter of the Maine wilderness should possess this volume
which is an outstanding contribution to the recreational literature of the state.
Long publicized and renown [sic] has been Vermont’s 252-mile Long Trail, extending from the
Canadian boundary to Massachusetts. Maine’s 265-mile trail with its astonishing variety bids fair
to win for the state a deserved recognition in its provision for those who depend upon their own
unaided resources for their recreation.
Again the Maine Trail is unique in its accommodation for travelers — a very essential
compliment to any Trail system. Although in its entire 265 miles the route touches only two
towns, Monson and Blanchard, yet, at intervals of a moderate day’s journey, there is available
each day along the route some attractively situated sporting camp, a hostelry peculiar to Maine.
Thus it is possible to travel Maine’s Trail In 24 days, carrying nothing more than the barest
personal necessities. This is "going light” in the superlative.
For the hiker, who counts camping out as an essential part of his trip, an alternative system is
being provided in a series of open lean-tos spaced between the sporting camps. From the
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Kennebec River west to the Maine-New Hampshire Line, and from Katahdin to Nahmakanta
Stream, this alternative chain is already complete. These lean-tos along the “A.T.”, as this Trail
is popularly known, are public campsites and, as such, are exempt from the provision of the
Guide law, requiring non-residents who camp in the "wild lands” to employ guides if they light
fires.
Space is lacking to convey even an impression of the highlights of the Trail in Maine. Suffice it
to say that this route unerringly directs the traveler through the very finest of the state's
wilderness. The eastern section from Katahdin to the Piscataquis River, 118.5 miles in length, is
over disconnected mountain groups, distinctive in the endless variety of its lakes. Its features are
Katahdin and its satellites. Nesowadnehunk Stream and Falls, Rainbow Mtn., Nesuntabunt and
isolated Nahmakanta Lake, the famous Joe Mary country with Joe Mary and Potaywadjo
Mountains, White Cap, Gulf Hagas and the Barren-Chairback Range with its five peaks and
high-lying ponds, Boarstone and the Little Wilson Region where the wilderness has completely
obliterated a thriving community of a century ago. The central section from the Piscataquis River
to Mt. Bigelow, of 48.5 miles, is of much historical interest; here is the alternative Arnold Trail
route. Pleasant Pond and Moxie Bald Mtns. are outstanding, as are Moxie, Pierce and the Carry
Ponds. The western section of 98 miles is a complete contrast to the eastern section. Along the
Trail lie some 30 peaks over 3000 feet in height. Gone are the lakes and days of seemingly
effortless travel. Here considerable exertion is required and the lean-to system is best developed.
Thus do the white blazes of the Maine section of The Appalachian Trail lead ever onward he
who would know the glories of the Maine Woods.
June 1, 1937. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Sorry to hear that we are going to lose our Rangeley C.C.C. Camp. Anyway we have a hole
through and will see to the finishing of the gap between Sugarloaf and Spaulding—also painting
as far as Reddington.
I was over the section from Ledgehouse to the height of land between West and Middle Carry
Ponds, cleared out the blowdowns and re-painted about a mile through the old lumber works.
This section is O.K. now. I would suggest a change at West Carry, so as to go by the camps and
then onto Round Top. I think Mr. Story would help on that and keep it in repair and it would be
very little farther with better views.
I have paint and markers for present but will need more if I paint from Bigelow to Reddington,
but will see what is left at Rangeley C.C.C. Camp before they close.
I will also see what I can do with Hutchins about signs. He is the slowest man alive but does
good work when you can get him at it.
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I could not get the Dead River Fish & Game Asso. to have the map of their booklet changed so
as to show the A.T. as it would mean quite an expense to have a new plate made. Our
Association is about on its last legs anyway.
I will go over the rest of the trail and cut out the blowdowns as fast as I can get to it. Am looking
forward to our trip through Kibby and Spencer country.
June 2, 1937. Harrie B. Coe to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you very much for the material you have sent on the Appalachian Trail for use in the 1938
edition of “Maine Invites You.”
June 2, 1937. E. E. Keister, President, Shenandoah Publishing House, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
We have your letter asking for quotation on reprint of Maine Guide. As yet we have not received
the manuscript or sample copy. If not as yet mailed, please forward, and we will be glad to quote
promptly. Will also return sample as per your request.
I have just talked with Mr. Norman and he states that your photographs would have to be
screened and that the cost for this would probably make the total cost of your booklet by Photooffset as much or more than printing. In addition, printing would give you a nicer job.
Considerable money can be saved by having engravings made with zinc instead of copper. Of
course, the zinc is not quite as good but it will give clearer and better results than Photo-offset,
especially on a run such as you will need.
May I suggest that you call up Mr. Thoms of D. C. Engraving Company, tell him I recommended
him to you and ask him to give you an exact quotation for making zinc 120-screen engravings?
After this is done, if you will submit your manuscript, photographs and specifications to us, we
will then make you a quotation on the printing. If you are interested in this, I shall also be glad to
write Mr. Thoms and ask him to work out something that will be economical for you.
P. S. The above suggestion was made purely from the standpoint of a practical suggestion, both
in the interest of workmanship and economy.
June 3, 1937. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor
Dear Helon:
I am certainly glad to have your letter of June 1st. I am sending you a copy of a letter which I
have received from Attwood and my reply which may give you some information of interest. I
certainly feel very badly about the Rangeley Camp. I hope that Gordon Hunt will get placed. The
loss of the foremen who knew just exactly what to do will be a real handicap, even if they
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succeed in getting a detail from the Bridgeton Camp to do the work. I am waiting to hear from
Mr. Billings who took Mr. Sewall’s place, as to how this will come out.
I am certainly glad that you succeeded in getting the Trail cleared just east of West Carry Pond
where the lumber works made it look so bad.
Coming to your suggestion of a change at West Carry, how much work do you think it would
require to take the Trail on to the Camps and then turn up on to Roundtop. As I remember, this
section was lumbered and it would seem to me that it might require considerable work to make
this change. We could always blue-blaze a side trail out to the Camps. While we have had this
section measured and the Guidebook data written up, and it would be somewhat difficult to
change it, we could, of course, do it if you feel that it is feasible and would be an advantage. Let
me know what you think about it. I rather thought that it might require a good deal of work.
I am low on markers but will have some in a couple of weeks. So let me know what your
requirements are after you get what is available at the Rangeley Camp.
Due to Walter Greene’s being sick this winter, we have not been able to make any progress with
getting our board signs for western Maine, so I do hope that Hutchins will come through on the
signs as well as on the photographs.
It may take a little time and trouble to get these matters straightened out, but I am sure that we
can get things cared for in the end. Let me know of developments and of anything that you need.
June 3, 1937. H. S. Weymouth, State Highway Commission, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
In answer to your further questions about highways in Maine, will advise that we have checked
up on the distance from Houghton to Four Ponds Brook and Bemis and find them as follows:From Houghton, at the point where the new road leaves the old highway, northerly to Four Ponds
Brook (The Appalachian Trail) is exactly seven miles.
From Four Ponds Brook northerly to a point opposite Bemis is almost exactly two miles. As you
probably know, the new road does not go through Bemis but is located through the hills about
one mile east of the Village.
You are correct in stating that the special resolve money available for the Millinocket-Ripogenus
road is for maintenance work rather than rebuilding of this road.
June 3, 1937. Myron Avery to Gordon Hunt
Dear Gordon:
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I have heard nothing here except that the efforts to keep the Rangeley Camp in the State have not
been successful and that Mr. Fechner's office has directed that it be discontinued. I was hoping
that I might hear from Mr. Billings as to what arrangements were to be made.
If you can find the time and let me know how the situation stands and what they expect to do
with the various foremen, I would greatly appreciate it. I am certainly very sorry that this has
happened and I hope that things will turn out all right for you in this connection.
June 3, 1937. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood
Dear Mr. Attwood:
1 appreciate your letter to me of June 2nd. We had some fifty people on a three day trip in the
George Washington Forest west of the Appalachian Trail country and while it was hot at times, I
would have hardly expected that you would have found it troublesome in Maine.
Permit me to congratulate you upon the very clever design of your stationery.
I am very glad to have your comments as to the Trail condition. We had expected this year that
the Trail in the entire state would be gone over and the needed improvements made. However,
we have received, I regret to say, a very serious set-back in the loss of the Rangeley Camp which
was to do the Trail work in western Maine. Whether it will be possible to get this work done by
some other camp, such as the Bridgeton Camp, is a matter which we are working on at the
present time. Most serious would be the loss of the trained foremen of the Trail crews. The
efficiency of last year's work resulted from our ability to go into the field with them, check on
their work and explain just what we wanted done. I fear that we will not have a similar
opportunity this year. However, our standby, Helon Taylor, has announced that he is going to
finish the Trail in Maine, if it isn't put through in any way, and has already cleared up one bad
spot around West Carry Pond.
I hope that what you have seen will induce the Club to act on the suggestion which I made some
time before, that it assume a section of the Trail. I originally suggested one section because of
the possibility of putting in a side trail to Elephant. However, because of your Goose Eye side
trail, you might prefer the section over Baldpate.
The most serious thing which you report is the damage to the observation bridge over Frye
Brook. We had noticed the possible confusion in the old campground, going east in Grafton
Notch. Dan Wight, fire warden on Old Speck, intended to put up some signs to make that clear. 1
do not know whether he has returned to the mountain this year and I am sending him a copy of
your letter and my reply which may serve as a reminder.
The Guidebook description emphasizes the points which occurred to you. I regret that we cannot
have this detailed data for western Maine available for this summer. We have the manuscript for
the third edition and the index is now being worked on. Our financial situation requires that we
sell the remainder of the second edition, some fifty copies, and it is probably well to incorporate
into the third edition whatever developments or changes occur during the summer. If you find
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that you are going to make more trips on the Trail, if you will let me know in advance, I can send
you some of the manuscript so that we might have the benefit of your corrections. We appreciate
your work on the Trail, as the winter storms have undoubtedly brought considerable material
down into it.
It begins to look as if we shall be able to issue our booklet, for free distribution, on the Trail in
Maine.
I hope that you will get in touch with Professor Sawyer and have the Alpine Club and the Bates
Club specify the sections which they would like to have. In view of the situation of the CCC
Camps, this assumes more importance than previously.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Heermance, as I note he received a copy of yours of
June 2nd, and this will serve to keep him informed as to the situation in western Maine.
We have suffered a set back on another aspect of our program in that Walter Greene has been
prevented by illness from making the Board signs for Western Maine. These are much needed
and I do not know now how we are going to meet this deficiency, but I am hoping that Greene
will soon get back on his feet and will be able to carry on his work on that score.
{Heermance, Greene, Wight}
June 3, 1937. Myron Avery to E. S. Marsh, Editor, Long Trail News, Green Mountain Club,
Burlington, Vermont
Dear Mr. Marsh:
Will you kindly insert the following in the next issue of your Bulletin:
A detailed descriptive article with map furnishing necessary travel directions for the recently
completed section of the Appalachian Trail in western Maine, which appeared in the April 3rd
and 10th issues of the Lewiston Journal under the caption of MOUNTAINS OF WESTERN
MAINE, by Myron H. Avery, may be had by sending 25 cents to The Appalachian Trail
Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D. C. This article will serve the purposes of
the traveler on the Trail in this section, pending the appearance of the third edition of Guide to
the Appalachian Trail in Maine.
June 3, 1937. Myron Avery to Adelaide Meserve, Executive Secretary, Appalachian
Mountain Club
Dear Miss Meserve:
You will remember that in the past you have kindly let me have two or three copies of the
Bulletins which are received from the Sierra Club. I do not anticipate being in Boston for some
considerable time and if it would not be asking too much, could the copies be sent to me so that I
could make use of then at this time. I enclose 25 cents for postage.
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I am also enclosing ten cents for copies of the Katahdin Guidebook supplement noted in the last
Bulletin. An up-to-date revision of the Katahdin map is certainly much needed.
Would you note the following in the next Bulletin:
A detailed descriptive article with map furnishing necessary travel directions for the recently
completed section of the Appalachian Trail in western Maine, which appeared in the April 3rd
and 10th issues of the Lewiston Journal under the caption of MOUNTAINS OF WESTERN
MAINE, by Myron H. Avery, may be had by sending 25 cents to The Appalachian Trail
Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D. C. This article will serve the purposes of
the traveler on the Trail in this section, pending the appearance of the third edition of Guide to
the Appalachian Trail in Maine.
June 3, 1937. Myron Avery to J. F. Smith, Bangor & Aroostook Railroad
Dear Mr. Smith:
In the latter part of 1935, I had some correspondence with your predecessor, Mr. Houghton, in
connection with issuing an illustrated booklet on The Appalachian Trail in Maine. It was our
thought that such a booklet would do a good deal to publicize the Trail and increase its use. I am
enclosing copy of a letter of January 22, 1936, which Mr. Houghton wrote me in this connection.
Due to the financial problems involved, we were not immediately able to go ahead with the
project. By reason, however, of various contributions, the Maine Appalachian Trail Club now
has on hand $150 which could be devoted to this project. The booklet which we have in mind
would be of some thirty-two pages, with illustrations and a map. To bring the cost within the
range of our financial limitations, it will be necessary to produce it by the photo-offset process.
We have received a quotation of $195 for 1,000 copies of the thirty-two page booklet, plus
$25.00 for each extra thousand.
If the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad is disposed to go along with us, we can issue the
publication. We are not placing this on the basis of a commitment made by Mr. Houghton, but
we trust that the same reasons which made him feel that this would be a profitable advertising
medium for the railway will equally appeal to you. With your cooperation, the booklet can be
published. We shall be glad to mail to you, if you care to see it, the text and the photographs
which we propose to use. It would appear as a joint publication of the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club and the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad and we shall be very glad to arrange the credit
references in a manner which would be satisfactory to you. With $100 from the Railroad, we
could print some 3,000 copies and we could turn over to you the proportion of the total number
printed as the respective contribution bears toward the total cost.
I hope very much that you will be disposed to go along with us, as Mr. Houghton intended. This
booklet should do a great deal to attract attention to this recreational feature of the State.
{Coe, Flynt, Greaton, Greene}
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June 3, 1937. Myron Avery to Harrie B. Coe, Maine Publicity Bureau
Dear Mr. Coe:
I am attaching herewith copies of letters which I have written to the General Passenger Agent of
the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad and to the Maine Development Commission.
I wish we could work out some arrangement so that this booklet might be sent out to people on
your mailing list and made available to people who send inquiries to your Bureau about hiking
and similar recreational pursuits.
June 3, 1937. Myron Avery to Everett Greaton, Maine Development Commission
Dear Mr. Greaton:
I attach copy of a letter which I have written to Mr. Smith.
You will note that additional thousands of this booklet can be obtained at a cost of $25.00. It had
occurred to me that, in the interim until your booklet on the mountains of Maine appears, the
Development Commission might care to have an order placed for an additional thousand copies
which it could distribute and mail out. Perhaps you many have some other suggestion on this
score.
It was our hope to make available an edition of 5,000. Would you be good enough to tell me
what is the practice of the Development Commission in the way of distributing literature which it
issues. Does it have a mailing list and what is the approximate number of the names on the list.
{Green, Flynt, Coe}
June 3, 1937. Myron Avery to R. E. Billings, Assistant Forester, Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Billings:
I am enclosing copy of letter from Stanley B. Attwood, of the Maine Alpine Club, which
contains observations on the Trail. I am sending this to you so that it may be included with the
other notes which I had sent as to needed Trail work.
I trust that you will be able to let me know the situation with respect to work on the Trail by a
crew from some other CCC Camp in the near future. As I wrote you, it seems to me that the
problem of the foremen is the most serious.
June 8, 1937. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood
Dear Attwood:
Many thanks for your most interesting letter of June 6th. If the M.A.C. takes over the Baldpate
Link and the B.O.C. will take the next section east, it will help in getting the Trail progressively
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assigned to clubs which will conscientiously maintain it. I am sending a carbon of this to Sawyer
to remind him that I would like to be able to report at the Conference that we have made this
much progress. The A. M. C. maintains the trail to the top of Old Spec. From there to Grafton
Notch, we can rely on Dan Wight to renew paint and markers if he is still there. If not, perhaps
we can get some responsible individual to assume it.
I reported the bridge situation to Asst. Forester R. E. Billings (CCC) 341 Water Street, Augusta,
so that it can be cared for, if CCC work is resumed.
For whatever use it might be, I have forwarded the trail data for Western Maine. I am sorry that I
could not have sent you the final draft but I do not have sufficient carbons for this purpose. Of
course, we shall be glad to have the benefit of your suggestions.
On Section 22, N. to S., we should say, if it develops, that the maintenance is by the M. A. C. Mr.
Fox gave me some fine photos of Dunns Notch and I certainly want to include a reference to it.
Can you give me any more detailed data?
I explained the difficulties with our sign program. We have a list of all needed signs. The sheet
for Section 22 is final - the other sections preliminary. Of course, we should be delighted to have
the M.A.C. take over preparing the necessary signs for this section. We would like to have all the
directional data included. Certainly, the M.A.C. monogram should go on the sign. Just tell us
what signs are made so that we won't duplicate the work when old man Greene gets on the job
again. (Your sketch was not enclosed.)
Anything you can do to get signs up to points of interest on Me. Highway 26 will be a
contribution. Go ahead as it seems feasible to you.
Shall pass on your comment re Diapensia lapponica on Baldpate to Mr. Torrey who plans to do
some botanizing enroute to Labrador.
We greatly appreciate your cooperation and interest.
cc Sawyer, Greene, Torrey
June 10, 1937. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Mr. Stubbs:
As I am revising the Guidebook for western Maine, I thought I would ask if the three lean-tos on
the Mahoosuc Range had been officially made public campsites in keeping with the permission
obtained from Mr. Brown.
June 10, 1937. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
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Enclosed find Pierce Pond Quadrangle with A.T. marked in with pencil. There is very little of
the trail on this quadrangle.
I have nothing new to report as I have had a very busy fishing season so far and have not done
any more trail work since I wrote you last. I expect to go to Rangeley next week.
Your suggestion of a side trail at West Carry is O.K. It would take very little work for that and it
would take two men a day to clear out the old trail from the camps to the top of Round Top.
Next time I go in I will take in some blue paint and fix up the side trail.
{Write Taylor to mark it blue.}
June 10, 1937. Myron Avery to Ralph E. Billings
Dear Mr. Billings:
I am very much obliged to you for your letter of June 8th. It happens that just prior to receiving
your letter, I had been to the Forest Service. I found that the work plans for the Greenville Camp
called for a foreman and four men to go over the Trail from the Kennebec to Katahdin, 50 man
days, and also for the building of a shelter on Moxie Bald on a separate project. Because of the
particular character of this project and the favorable attitude which has been shown toward it, I
was given to understand that, if your office were to recommend that the work formerly scheduled
for the Rangeley Camp be done by a side camp from the Bridgton Camp, it would be approved.
However, it would be necessary to have this recommendation sent in immediately as the work
plans were being taken up for approval and it would be much more difficult to get this project
inserted. I assume that Mr. Clark will reply to you to the same effect and that all that will be
necessary will be to send in a specific recommendation.
Foreman McNeil has done most excellent work and if it proves impossible to have the work
continued by any of the men from the Rangeley Camp who are thoroughly versed in the project
and know the territory, I would like to recommend most strongly the advisability of having the
other foremen work with McNeil for a sufficient length of time to become thoroughly trained in
the work.
From my conversation, I judge that unless the unexpected happens, we will have no difficulty in
having approved whatever plans or arrangements you make for the purpose of carrying on the
work. When do you expect the Greenville crew to get under way? My recommendation would be
that the work be done from the Katahdin area west, as this section will have the maximum use
and it would be best to have it done early in the season.
I will appreciate very much your keeping me advised of further developments and you may be
assured that I will help in any possible way on this particular end. I feel sure that whatever you
decide will be approved.
Copy to Stubbs, Sewall, Greene
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June 10, 1937. H. S. Weymouth, State Highway Commission, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Please do not feel reluctant about inquiring as to the conditions and mileages of our Maine roads,
because we are all here to give service along those lines.
Fortunately the engineer who laid out the Houghton-Oquossoc road was in the office today and I
was able to obtain more complete information about that road than usual without lengthy
correspondence. Our engineer, Mr. Stewart, states that there is no road suitable for vehicles
connecting Bemls with the Houghton-Oquossoc highway. There is a foot trail between these
points which has been spotted but is not much used.
The total distance between Houghton and Oquossoc is 18.6 miles and since I have already stated
that Four Ponds Brook is 7 miles above Houghton, it follows that Oquossoc must be 11.6 miles
north of Four Ponds Brook (the Appalachian Trail).
This road was being constructed as a WPA project with the help of some State funds but only
this week the WPA have suspended all work in that vicinity for an indefinite period. The road is
far from complete. In fact I doubt very much if it is passable for vehicles.
If further questions arise, please feel free to call on at any time.
June 11, 1937. Stanley B. Attwood to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I will make copies of the AT description, northerly, (Grafton Notch to Andover-Upton road) and
will return your copy. While it may not be the final draft, it will be of interest to members of the
MAC in view of their recent trip, a contemplated fall trip, and proposed maintenance.
This time I enclose a couple of sketches of signs for the terminals. Since one directional arrow is
enough, that will be the method used. I think the distances in the descriptive matter are correct.
As they do not jibe entirely with those given in the southerly description, I have reversed the
northerly figures.
I wish you would check them from your latest information as soon as possible and return them to
me so we can get to work on them.
I have extracted this data for correction:
SOUTHERLY
Frye Brook Lean-to
Little Baldpate
Baldpate east peak
Baldpate west peak

0.28
3.22
3.72
4.60

NORTHERLY
Grafton Notch Lean-to
Table Rock spur trail
Baldpate west peak
Baldpate east peak

0.20
0.63
2.60
3.48
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Table Rock spur trail
Grafton Notch Leanto
Maine Highway 26

6.57
7.00
7.20

Little Baldpate
Frye Brook Lean-to
Andover-Upton Highway

3.98
6.92
7.20

As for other signs, we can handle those also, although it will take a little time since we are green
at the work and there are few men to do it.
I believe I will urge on Mr. Greaton of the Maine Development Commission the need for signs
for Grafton Notch features.
Mr. Penley and I are praying for a windy week-end so we can make a concerted effort to lay out
the new trail to Goose-Eye. For a guess, I should say the trail from Sunday River road would be
indicated as Jake’s Notch trail, the trail from that trail toward the east peak of Goose-Eye would
be something else (How about the Goose Step Trail?). Ultimately, we might be able to continue
a trail through Jake’s Notch to the Bethel-Gorham road and also, starting somewhere opposite
the branch to Goose-Eye, try to build another one onto Bear Mountain which is big and very
inaccessible. I have been two third the way up from the Bethel-Gorham road and found it tough
work without any trail.
Re Dunn’s Notch:
Here is a fall that appears to be 100 to 125 feet, with twisting gorge. From Andover, take Upton
highway to point two miles beyond Frye Brook. Here two logging roads leave (near foot of steep
incline) to left (south). Take the second one which roughly parallels the road some distance. At
old logging camp cross branch brook, continue short distance and cross Dunn’s brook to
southerly side. Sharp incline on old logging road with view of brook all the way. Fall and gorge
at 1 mile. The AMC guidebook Mahoosuc sheet shows the trail leading by the falls through
Dunn’s Notch to the Swift Cambridge river, very close to Maine Highway 26.
Said map makes it apparent the hiker will end his days on the shore of the river unless he gets
such a good start he can jump it.
June 11, 1937. W. H. Sawyer, Jr. to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Copy of your letter to Stanley Attwood just arrived. I have delayed action of the Bates College
Outing Club in definitely taking over a section of the A.T. for maintenance because I had thought
that before this time some of the members would have an opportunity to go over a section of the
trail and see what is involved. We have had rain here every week end since the snow went off,
except one, and a trip over the trail I had planned for next week has had to be called off because,
with college closing this week, we could not get enough together. Our present plan is for the
President of the Club to call a group together in early September, before college opens, and go
over a long section, probably from Frye Bridge to the top of Saddleback Mt., and do whatever
clearing is necessary; this should not necessitate much work, since the CCC cut the trail so
recently and did so thorough a job.
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You may definitely count on the Bates Outing Club taking over a section for maintenance; as
much, within reason, as you would like to have us be responsible for. We may seem a little slow,
down here on “The Indian Reservation”, but we stick to it, and get things done.
What is the situation this summer in regard to the relation of the C.C.C. to the A.T. in Maine?
{Write Sawyer to have BOC take a formal section.}
June 12, 1937. Gordon Hunt to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have been intending to write to you for some time and as I am in bed, sick with a severe cold,
will try to let you know how things stand here as I see them.
The camp closed officially May 26. No one seems to know why, or who is responsible. There
were no transfers among the personnel and in all probability will be no re-appointments. I can’t
tell you much about the trail situation. Talking with Ralph Billings just previous to the camp
closing he told me that the entire procedure of setting up new projects and getting them approved
by Washington would have to be undertaken for that portion of work planned for this camp. It
would seem to me that the Greenville camp would be the logical base from which to work. I
hope this can be arranged somehow. It is indeed too bad that the trail should be so near
completion and then not finished. This project is highly favored by the general public in this
locality, in fact it rates higher than the truck trails.
While I think of it I have a suggestion to offer in regard to shelters—it is this—that for shelters in
this area the rafters be of good quality and a minimum diameter of 6” on the small end also that a
single vertical brace be set at about the center of the leanto, bearing on the center of the center
rafter. This is in view of the heavy snowfall in this area which in the course of a very few years
will break in the roofs unless this or some other means is taken to prevent it.
I was up over the Trail from Sandy River Ponds to Eddy Pond, leaving the trail there and going
to Rock Pond and Pond Among the Clouds for a fishing trip a week ago. The trail is in excellent
condition and is used a lot, especially by fishermen and summer guests. We had excellent fishing,
taking 60 or so on the dry fly in some 2 hours.
About the Torrey Trip at this time I don’t know if I will be able to guide them or not due to
pressure of work. I am running a Radio Service business, guiding, and surveying. I have more
work than I can do, and financially it looks extremely promising.
We are looking forward to seeing you this season and you are always mighty welcome to stay
with us when you are in this section.
Must close now. I hope you will be able to read this altho I have some doubts.
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The Houghton Truck Trail status is graveled 5.1 miles with about .2 miles graded beyond. This
brings us to the height of land east of Four Ponds.
Hoping to hear from you.
June 12, 1937. J. F. Smith, Bangor & Aroostook Railroad, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
In reply to your letter of June 3rd.
While we are perfectly willing to contribute $100.00 toward the printing of the Appalachian
Trail booklet, I am wondering if you would want to consider having the Appalachian Trail story
with illustrations in our 1938 “Maine Woods" booklet. We could not devote 30 pages to this
article, but would be willing to use 12 to 15 pages for the story and photographs.
This arrangement would save you people spending any money and the story of the Trail would
be given greater publicity through our booklet. This year we had 25,000 booklets printed and at
the present time have only about 2,000 left. Next year we expect to put out a still better book and
may possibly have 35,000 copies printed for distribution.
The above is merely a suggestion on my part and if you still feel that you prefer to have your
own booklet, I would be pleased to see that you receive a check for $100 from this company.
June 14, 1937. Ralph E. Billings, Assistant Forester, Emergency Conservation Work,
Augusta, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have your letter of the 10th and also a letter from Mr. Clark of the Regional Forester's Office, in
which he suggests that the Bridgton Camp might be the best place to draw men for completing
the Trail Work formerly assigned the Rangeley Camp.
Acting upon this suggestion, I am today submitting projects through C. M. Dowd of the Laconia
office as follows:
206-1 Construction 2 miles unfinished trail between Sugar Loaf and Spaulding Mts.
206-2 Foreman and four men to cover trail from Kennebec River to Maine-New-Hampshire
border for removal of slash, blow downs, etc. and re-marking as needed.
118-1 3 Log construction shelters
(1) Sugar Loaf Mt., (2) Between Sugar Loaf and Spaulding Mts., (3) on the brook between
Saddleback Jr. and Saddleback Mts.
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It is estimated that 400 man days will be needed.
It is expected that the Greenville crew will start at Katahdin about July 6th and the Bridgton
Camp to start at about the same time at the New Hampshire border, working easterly to vicinity
of Rangeley, where they will then take up the work of finishing the uncompleted section between
Spaulding and Sugar Loaf Mts.
The maintenance work will, I believe, give them a good idea of the required standards, which
should be useful to them on the new section. The Bridgton foreman to spend a few days with
McNeil before starting his work.
Bob Stubbs of the State Forest Service, told me this morning that he is having his patrolmen and
towermen do some of the maintenance work during the wet period we are now enjoying.
cc Leon P. Brooks, Principal Foreman, Bridgton CCC Camp
{Gordon Hunt, Stubbs, Greene, Flynt, Sawyer, Attwood, Torrey}
June 14, 1937. A. L. Sauls, President, A. L. Sauls Planograph Co., to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
This will confirm telephone quotation given you covering:
500 copies of your “Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine”
consisting of 305 pages, trim size 4 ¾ x 6 ½ planographed from your typewritten
copy in black ink on
60# Offset paper, folded, collated, side-stitched with drawn-on cover of
Potomac Velour Stock for:
$345.00
This price includes inserting six maps, which you will furnish, but does not cover folding the
maps.
{8/10 $259 bid by Wash. Planograph.}
June 14, 1937. Myron Avery to J. F. Smith, Bangor & Aroostook Railroad
Dear Mr. Smith:
Your letter of June 12th has been received. We are very pleased indeed to know that the Bangor
and Aroostook Railroad is willing to contribute $100 toward the printing of The Appalachian
Trail booklet. This, with the funds which the Maine Appalachian Trail Club has, makes the
venture possible and we shall proceed with the work at once.
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We should like to have you review the title page and the acknowledgments, copy of which is
enclosed for this purpose.
Why can we not follow out your suggestion by preparing for the 1938 Maine Woods an article
such as you describe. Its circulation should be extremely valuable. There are certain sources of
information for which we would like to have the separate booklet available. I am sending, under
separate cover, a rough draft of the manuscript, and my thought would be that for the booklet
you might wish to emphasize the section which is covered by the Railroad and eliminate the
references to the western part of the State. There will be no difficulty about photos and if you
would care to indicate how you would prefer to have this draft revised for use in connection with
the booklet, we will proceed to do so at once.
It would seem to me better to have both publications and if this meets with your approval, we
will proceed at once.
We will send to you at Bangor the proportion of the total number of printed copies that the $100
bears to the entire cost and when the matter has reached the stage where the money is required,
we will advise you.
Again thanking you for your cooperation in this venture, I am…
P. S. Will you kindly return the title page to Miss Marion Park, Department of Justice,
Washington, D.C.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but signed and mailed during hs absence from the city.
Copy to Greene, Flynt, Sawyer, Stubbs
THE SILVER AISLE
...
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
by
MYRON H. AVERY
...
PUBLISHED
By the
MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB
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Augusta, Maine
and
THE BANGOR AND AROOSTOOK RAILROAD
Bangor, Maine
June 15, 1937. J. M. Harris, Troutdale Camps, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr Avery:Your letter is at hand, and we are pleased to enclose three booklets as per your request and any
amount of additional ones you may need, at any time.
I noted the correction on the map but of course, there is nothing we can do about it now. We
failed to notice the slight mistake when the map maker made a copy from our rough sketch,
however, AT folks would use your official map anyway.
We are getting a splendid response to the new booklet and have had to date just 73% more
inquiries than any former year. The best part of it is that of the 33 we have had just 24 have been
here before or were sent by others who had been.
It looks like a good season in Maine and the new road will of course, help us a lot.
Thanking you for past courtesies, I am…
June 15, 1937. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have talked with Mr. Seavey relative to making the three lean-tos on the Mahoosuc Range
public camp sites, and he approves in view of the fact that it seems to be agreeable to the
landowners. We have not published our new camp site folder yet so we cannot give publicity to
it from this office except in an informal way. You can make note of the fact that these are official
public camp sites in the new Guidebook.
I regret to say that I have not any further news about conditions of work on the trail yet.
{P.S. Would it seem practical to group the campsites on the “AT” in the campsite folder as
located on the “Trail” and primarily for use of hikers using the trail. This would be with a view
to restricting them and discouraging others from using them. R.S.G.}
June 18, 1937. Roy Flynt to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
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The Telegram was unable to publish my story of Appalachian Trail, next Sunday. It will
undoubtedly appear June 27, too late to get reprints. Will try to mail advance proof. Sorry I
cannot make it this time. Am returning all pictures to you together with Brewster’s article and
Baxter’s which you will please return to me.
June 18, 1937. A. L. Sauls, A. L. Sauls Planograph Co., to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Supplementing my letter of June 14, we quote you for:
200 Maine Guide Books complete, and
300 unbound (to be held by us pending our advice)
$320.00
Binding above 300 books
$32.00
June 18, 1937. Myron Avery to Ralph E. Billings, Assistant Forester, Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Billings:
Thank you very much for writing me in detail as to the arrangements for completing the Trail
work. By your arrangement to have the Bridgton foremen spend a few days with McNeil, the
problems of starting a new crew seem amply cared for and promise a very successful season's
work. I am having sent to Mr. Brooks, and am enclosing an additional carbon of this letter,
which you may care to forward to him, a copy of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine and
several reprints of the article describing the Trail in western Maine. I assume that Mr. Brooks
will hand these to the foremen of the Trail crews. I have also sent, under separate cover, two of
the latest blueprint revisions of the map of western Maine on which the Bridgton crew will work.
This may be of some assistance and the foremen can advise us of any errors.
As you have perhaps noticed, from Bigelow Village to the Maine-New Hampshire line, the
Guidebook description is very sketchy and material changes have been made in some sections
which are described there. I am trying to obtain a carbon of the revised description which we
prepared last year, to forward to Mr. Brooks. In the meantime I have sent a rough typed copy of
the first four sections of the Trail from the New Hampshire line east. This will serve to aid the
foreman in his work and will do in the event that I am not able to secure better copy. I attach a
suggestion in connection with the construction of shelters which has been made to me and which
you may find desirable to adopt.
We are planning to issue this fall the third edition of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine. It
will be some 305 pages. We are holding it until the season's work is finished in order that it may
incorporate the latest developments.
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I would like to ask two things, that you instruct Mr. McNeil and the other foremen that unless
there is some particularly outstanding reason, we wish to follow exactly the route of the present
Trail and if there is any deviation, they should send me a note so that I can correct the Guidebook
accordingly. If I do not happen to have the opportunity to travel that particular section, it would
go uncorrected. It might be desirable for me to know exactly where the crews are working, as
there are a number of matters in various sections which need attention and I could forward these
to you for passing on to the foremen at the opportune time.
You may be sure that we appreciate very much indeed the effective program which you have
initiated in connection with the Trail work. I shall see that it is properly brought to the attention
of the Trail Conference. I will forward a supply of Appalachian Trail markers and nails to the
Greenville and Bridgton Camps, respectively, immediately after the Conference.
I expect to be in Maine in late August and I may have an opportunity to see you at Augusta at
that time.
Copy Hunt, Stubbs, Greene, Flynt, Sawyer, Attwood
June 18, 1937. Myron Avery to Leon P. Brooks, Principal Foreman, Bridgton CCC Camp,
Bridgton, Maine
Dear Mr. Brooks:
Enclosed is rough copy of trail description which may be of assistance.
We will try to obtain a copy of the corrected data and forward it so that it may be available for
each section that the crew works over. We understand that you are starting from the Maine-New
Hampshire line. This section has only been painted one way. There is some uncertainty as to the
exact distance from the New Hampshire line to Carlo Col and I would appreciate your making a
note of this situation. It will help greatly if you will report any errors in the map or the
Guidebook description, or any additional material.
June 21, 1937. Myron Avery to Walter G. Davis, Portland, Maine
Dear Mr. Davis:
I have your letter of June 15th. I am very glad that you have written to me. I have heard of the
trips which you have made over the Trail. I want to take this opportunity to thank you for the
impression which you have left along the route. It is a distinct contribution. It is such incidents
which cause the Camp owners and people along the route to welcome the project and regard it as
a real asset. I wish more people could appreciate their responsibility in this connection.
With the exception of two miles on the north slope of Spaulding Mountain which is roughly
blazed, the entire Trail was opened and marked. A detachment from the Bridgton Camp will go
over the route starting at the Maine-New Hampshire Line next month, so that it should be
thoroughly in order. I am wondering if you have seen the article on the mountains in Western

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine –1937 - Transcribed by David Field - Page

112

Maine in the Lewiston Journal which we prepared specifically to furnish information as to
accommodations, etc., pending the third edition of the Maine Guidebook which we anticipate
will be out this fall. I have had copies sent to you to save time. If you care to do so, you may
remit the cost of twenty-five cents to The Appalachian Trail Conference.
I am very glad to be able to put you in touch with some people who are both thoroughly familiar
with the Trail and with the region. Mr. Gordon Hunt, Box 290, Rangeley, Maine, was a foreman
of the CCC Camp at Rangeley. This Camp did the Trail work in the western part of the State and
Mr. Hunt participated very actively in this work. He is familiar with the route and accompanied
me on a number of my measuring trips. With the closing of the Rangeley Camp a few months
ago, he is conducting a guide and radio supply business at Rangeley. I recommend Mr. Hunt
most highly to you. You will find him extremely congenial and if he is able to go with you, it
will add a great deal to your trip. If he is unable to fit your trip into his arrangements, I am sure
that he would be very glad to find someone, perhaps some other foreman from the Rangeley
Camp, who would meet your requirements.
I am sending a copy of this letter and your letter to Mr. Hunt, in the event that you decide to
follow out my suggestion.
This section is well supplied with lean-tos, as you will note from the article. The public
accommodations are some distance from the Trail and do not fit in with the system quite as well
as in eastern Maine.
Why not write up at some time the story of your trips?
June 21, 1937. Myron Avery to Frank Savage, Camp Bemis, Oquossoc, Maine.
Dear Mr. Savage:
I assume that you duly received reprints of the article describing the extension of the
Appalachian Trail across western Maine which appeared in the Lewiston Journal. If this did not
reach you, if you will let us know, we will forward additional copies.
A detail from a CCC Camp is to go over the Trail in Western Maine again this year. We are
preparing to publish a third edition of the Guidebook and we wish to list all available
accommodations. We understand that your Camp is the nearest public accommodation to where
the Trail crosses the Houghton-Oquossoc Road at Four Ponds Brook. I have been told that the
highway passes Bemis, two miles north of the Trail, at a point which is a mile east of Bemis, and
that one may reach the village by following a trail from the Highway. We would like to give in
our Guidebook specific directions for reaching Camp Bemis. Is your Camp in the village and
how do you reach it from the highway? Do you use the trail through the woods and will the
junction of this trail and the highway be marked by a sign?
I would appreciate your letting me have this information so that we may direct people using the
Trail who wish to obtain public accommodations how to reach your Camp.
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June 21, 1937. Myron Avery to Dan Wight, 85 Alexander Street, Framingham,
Massachusetts.
Dear Mr. Wight:
I am very glad to have your letter of June 12th. I am sorry to know that you are having difficulty
in finding openings as a Diesel engineer. There seems to have been something of a return to
steam since the Shipping Board program of Dieselizing its vessels was completed.
A detail from the Bridgton Camp is to start work on the Trail in Maine at the Maine-New
Hampshire boundary. As you may know, the Rangeley Camp has been discontinued. The Maine
Alpine Club (Mr. Stanley B. Attwood, Box 165, Lewiston, Maine) is making all of the needed
signs on both sides of Baldpate, as the Club intends to assume that section. If you have the
opportunity, it would be very helpful if you could make, for temporary use, the signs on the list
which you have which extend from Grafton Notch west. This would complete our sign program
from the Andover- B Hill Road west. If you find an opportunity to do this, I would appreciate
your letting me know, so that we can adjust our records accordingly.
I hope you will take the opportunity to speak to Mr. Allen so that he will know all about the Trail
situation. Mr. Attwood reported that the Club had difficulty in finding the route at the old
campground in Grafton Notch. You will remember that we discussed possible ways of improving
the marking here.
I have taken the liberty of sending your letter and a copy of this letter to Mr. Attwood, so that he
may work out his arrangements in cooperation with you.
I assume that you duly received copies of the article on the Trail in western Maine.
June 21, 1937. Myron Avery to E. L. Foss, Watchman, White Cap Fire Station, Milo,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Foss:
We appreciate your sending back to us the information as to the peaks seen from White Cap.
Your letter reminds us that we have failed to send you the shoulder pads which we promised two
years ago. When we came back, they were out of stock and the matter slipped my mind when we
got them again. I have sent them to you by parcel post to Milo.
June 22, 1937. Stanley B. Attwood to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Mr. Henry P. Chandler of Andover looked over the advance copy on the Baldpate section. He
says: “I have no changes or corrections to make, but might suggest mention be made of the fact
that on a clear day both Portland Harbor and Mt. Mansfield in Vermont can be seen from the
summit of Baldpate. It is good news to learn that the Maine Alpine Club are to keep the trail in
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order, and I am sure we here in Andover will be glad to help you in this good work in any way
we can."
I sent him a Lewiston Air Map, published by the Bureau of Commerce. It covers much of this
part of the State. Mr. Chandler says: “I notice no mention is made of the Andover airport. Can
this be corrected?"
If you ever have the opportunity to contact somebody in the Bureau of Air Commerce will you
not mention the omission to them. They might care to communicate with him to learn the extent
of the development with a view to inclusion on any revision.
Mr. Chandler tells me he has flown over much of the Mahoosuc and nearby territory. I am
confident he would be glad to assist you in any way possible in the Andover area.
June 23, 1937. Myron Avery to H. S. MacNeil, Greenville C. C. C. Camp, Greenville,
Maine.
Dear MacNeil:
Mr. Billings has written me that all the Trail work will be under your direction to a large extent
this year and that you will train the foreman from the Bridgton Camp. That is certainly very
satisfactory to us. If that Camp adheres to your standard, there will be no question about the
result.
1 have sent to you, under separate cover, the latest prints of the maps which appeared in the
Maine Guidebook. There have been considerable changes which you will note. It would help us
greatly if you would let us know of any errors which you find, for we want to issue a final
edition of this Guide as soon as the CCC work for the summer is over.
I wish I could get into your hands a corrected copy of the Guidebook so you could check it as
you go and advise me of any errors. Due to family illnesses, I anticipate little opportunity to
travel the Trail this summer, and if you could make it a point to keep me informed it would help.
If you make a written report, each week, even handwritten, perhaps by slipping in a carbon paper
you could send me a carbon, and then as I would know just where you were, I could pass on any
matters which I had in mind.
Will you impress on the other foreman not to deviate from the route and add things without
telling us of them, as it makes things all wrong in the Guide. I think you will find most of the
mile-markers which you can have re-painted. Also notify us of missing signs, or broken ones.
Old man Greene is in a bad way and I fear he will be a long time getting around.
I was sorry that the efforts which we made last fall to help you improve your standing didn’t
result in anything.
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From the above, you will see that we are going to have to rely on you to a large extent on map
and Guidebook matters and change and I hope you can watch out for these very closely.
June 24, 1937. Myron Avery to R. E. Billings, Assistant Forester, E.C.W., Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Billings:
As I shall be away from Washington until July 3th in connection with the Appalachian Trail
Conference and other matters, I thought that--to avoid any possible delay--I had better send on
the needed supplies for A.T. work. I have sent to Superintendent Stacey, by express, prepaid, a
box with 500 A.T. markers and nails, 6 quarts of blue paint for side trails, and 2 quarts of black
for removing old blazes. I sent it all to Greenville because the Bridgton foreman is to be in touch
with MacNeil, as you wrote, and can arrange for a division. I understand that a supply of white
titanium oxide paint is available.
If more is needed, if the camp will notify me, I can get it to the Camp. Mr. Greene has a small
emergency supply.
We expect to have a feature article on the Trail in the Sunday Telegram - probably June 27th or
shortly thereafter.
cc Mr. E. W. Stacey, Principal Foreman, CCC Camp, Greenville, Maine.
cc Mr. Leon P. Brooks, Principal Foreman, CCC Camp, Bridgton, Maine
cc Mr. Walter B. Greene, Sebec Lake, Maine
June 24, 1937. Myron Avery to Everett F. Greaton, Executive Secretary, Maine
Development Commission, Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Greaton:
Further to my letter of June 3rd.
I thought I would advise you that the Bangor & Aroostook Railroad will continue its support and
that we are proceeding to issue the booklet. We hope to have it out in a month. Therefore, if you
care to follow out the suggestion of my letter, it is necessary that we know at once, in order to
print the extra copies.
We expect to have a feature article on the Trail in the Portland Telegram - perhaps June 27th. We
are receiving good cooperation these days from the Maine Alpine Club through Stanley Attwood.
Another piece of good news is that arrangements have been worked out whereby the CCC from
other camps will fill in the gap caused by the loss of the Rangeley Camp.
cc Mr. Harrie B. Coe, Maine Publicity Bureau, Portland, Maine.
cc Mr. Walter D. Greene, Sebec lake, Maine
cc Mr. Roy H. Flynt.
June 28, 1937. Dan Wight, Framingham, Mass., to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
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Dear Mr. Avery:
I have made corrections as best I can on the S. W. corner of the blueprint. As you will note the
trail was on the wrong side of the road. The brook crosses the road and back just below moose
cave as I have shown. Also I have attempted to indicate table rock, Beaver Pond, and the M.F.S.
campsite which is on the E. side of the Highway—a brook comes into Bear River just below
Screw Auger Falls known as Paine Brook. (By the way, there is a quartz deposit—in a narrow
gorge on the W. Branch of this brook about 1 mi. from Hwy. 26.) I have shown the high cliff
west of the M. F. S. campsite known as “Old Eyebrow”. Have also indicated “Wights Brook
Camps”. Of course you know which of these you would want on the final print—but I merely
suggest those additional ones mentioned.
Mr. Attwood questions the distance from Mahoosuc to Fulling Mill Mt. It is true that I was there
in 1934 but cannot recall enough about distances to state definitely whether the map is right or
wrong. According to the A. M. C. guide book description it is around 3 mi. The scale on this
blueprint seems to bring it about the same so I would say it is nearly right. One should
remember that the notch itself is app. a mile long and the approaches are about as far. I have put
it on as I remember it.
I will try to see Mr. Allen on Old Spec and have a talk with him. I note your report that work is
being done on Mahoosuc Trail and that Attwood will take care of signs on Bald Pate. I shall be
very glad to make temporary signs (173 and 174) for Grafton Notch M. F. S. Camp Site. I shall
be there over 4th of July.
I received the articles in Lewiston Paper and thank you for the same. They were most interesting
primarily due to my slight acquaintance and a similar one with Mr. Gorham of West Haven Conn.
June 29, 1937. Hugh McNeil, Greenville Junction, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
Your letter of June 23rd was handed to me today. To tell you the truth I was in hopes that the
Trail work as far as I was concerned was ended. It is not on account of lack of interest but I do
not feel that a Junior Foreman should be sent off on a trip like that. I have done my work as
faithful as I know how but do not get any credit for it. Lack of pull I guess.
But you can rest assured that I will do this job in the same manner as I have done others. I took
an interest in the work and put my whole heart into it. I will do the same this year regardless of
feelings.
When this year’s work is completed if you should know of a position along office work lines or
anything else you think I can do please let me know. If you know Senator Hale I would
appreciate your talking to him. I have always been a Hale man.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine –1937 - Transcribed by David Field - Page

117

I do not know when this work will start. Mr. Stacy does not know. I will keep you informed as
the work progresses.
When I finished last year my trail Manual was all gone and Walter said he would send me one
but did not. If you will mail me one it will help me especially in the sections I have not been
over.
June 30, 1937. Roy Flynt to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
By parcel post I am sending to the Maine Appalachian Club office in Washington, the 1000
reprints of the article which appeared in the Portland Sunday Telegram June 27.
I am sorry that they could not get the story in before and that the reprints couldn’t be completed
in time for use in Tennessee.
REPORT OF THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB
By
Walter D. Greene, President
Maine Appalachian Trail Club
{Read at A. T. Conference [June] by K. S. Boardman, copy sent Heermance}
In 1933 the Appalachian Trail was marked, by volunteer labor, from Katahdin to Mt. Bigelow,
for a distance of 180 miles. During the next two years the Trail work was made a part of the
CCC program and the existing route much improved, lean-tos built and, with the exception of
some 2 miles, the remaining uncompleted portion of the Trail in Maine finished. This trail work
by the CCC in Maine has been of a very high order and has won universal approval. We have
received most thorough cooperation throughout, but on the other hand, some credit may be due
to the very considerable effort which we made in acquainting the Trail crews with our practice
and the type of Trail which we wished to obtain.
With the discontinuance of one of the two camps which had worked on the Trail in Maine in
1936, we faced a very serious problem, as the discontinued Rangeley Camp had been scheduled
to complete the Trail in western Maine. I am very glad to say that just recently arrangements
have been worked out for the continuation of the work this summer by a detail from the Brldgton
CCC Camp. The entire Trail across Maine is to be gone over again, in addition to completing the
unfinished link and the construction of four lean-tos. At the end of the year we should be able to
report the finishing of the work in Maine which will complete the entire Trail.
The manuscript for the third edition of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE of
some 305 pages — which we say is the best Guidebook ever turned out — has been prepared for
publication this fall.
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Publicity for the Trail in Maine has been given particular attention. We obtained for distribution
some 1000 reprints of a long descriptive article on the Trail in western Maine by Mr. Avery
which is here exhibited. Another feature full page article on the Trail in Maine is to appear this
week-end in a Portland paper. We have at last accomplished one of our major projects in that we
now have in the process of publication an edition of 3,000 copies of an illustrated 32-page
booklet on The Appalachian Trail in Maine. This publication is for gratuitous distribution and we
hope that it will attract much attention to the newest link of The Appalachian Trail.
Progress is being made in the way of completing a continuous chain of shelters across the entire
State; this fall will witness a continuous chain from the New Hampshire line to the Kennebec
River.
The Trail in Maine is certainly outstanding as affording opportunity for wilderness travel of a
high scenic order. We were particularly interested to note the suggestion that the next
Conference should be held somewhere along The Appalachian Trail in Maine. We would
welcome the privilege.
July 1, 1937. Roy H. Flynt to Walter Greene
My dear Mr. Greene:
By this time you should have received the reprints from the Portland Sunday Telegram, mailed
from my office, Wednesday. This story was planned for a full page with many more pictures,
but crowded into a half page through pressure, at the last moment. However, it will serve to
accentuate the publicity which the Trail has been given in the Lewiston Journal. Congressman
Brewster’s CONGRESSIONAL RECORD exposition by Myron Avery, and other newspaper
stories that have appeared this spring. All leading up to the publication of the “SILVERED
AISLE” which I hope will be soon.
I am hoping that this letter finds you in improved health, though, frankly, the weather lately is
not such as inspires great cheerfulness or aids in convalescence. When you do feel equal to a trip
to the Katahdin country, and a two and one-half mile tote road walk into camp, I should be glad
to have you let me know. I could drive to Sebec Lake and pick you up and we could drive in
over the Ripogenus road. My trail to camp is over the logging road which leaves the
Millinocket-Sourdnahunk auto road, two miles south of the new CCC camp ground at Katahdin
Stream, on the Hunt trail. My camp is a little over a mile by blazed trail from Sourdnahunk
Stream and the Penobscot West Branch. In going in from the auto road, the tote road to Foss &
Knowlton Pond (where my camp is located) crosses Katahdin stream. Usually a mess of trout
can be coaxed from the pools near the bridge. With best wishes,
July 1, 1937. Paul Heideke, Sec’y-Treasurer, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
The difference in cost in using a 25% Rag as against using a No.1 Sulphite Bond is $35.00.
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We are quoting on using a 25% Rag, and you may deduct $35.00 from this total if a No . 1
Sulphite is used.
The group of six drawings to be printed in black only, the total price will be $82.50.
On the group of four, which are to be in black and brown, the cost will be $108.00.
You may deduct $35.00 from the above total if the two large drawings, 18 1/4 x 28, and 19 x 13,
are printed in blue only.
July , 1937. Undated letter from Dan Wight to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
I succeeded in getting to Newry over the fourth. I saw Mr. Frank Allen who is the watchman on
Old Spec. He did not know there was a trail onto Baldpate and does not seem to have much
knowledge of the A.M.C. or the A.T.C. The only material he has is an old (1926) issue of the
White Mt. A.M.C. Guide. He says he doubts that he will be there another year.
I made temporary signs for the Camp Site in Grafton Notch. One to tell distance to Old Speck,
Speck Pond and Goose Eye, and another to tell direction on Highway and distance to the
Baldpate trail.
The approach to the Baldpate was blocked by a snow fence which I removed and as there were
no signs there as yet I made one of a ¾” board about 14 inches long, painted with green paint and
reading thus:
Baldpate
3 mi.
Table Rock 1.2 m.
Frye Brook 7.2 m.
A.T.C.



These distances are not exact but will serve better than nothing until permanent signs can be
made. The grass has grown up and the point where the trail leaves the old road to go to the leanto is very difficult to find. I asked a fellow who cuts bushes along the road to trim it out and he
promised to do it. I may be there again soon and will attend to it and be sure the trail is better
marked at that point.
Upon my arrival in Newry I found the report of the Maine A.T.C. and the list of new members. I
am very pleased to be considered of sufficient importance to be elected to the Club. I hope I
shall be able to render services enough to earn continuous membership.
I note also that our friend Mr. Geo. Gorham is a member.
Must write Mr. Greene and acknowledge the announcement.
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July 6, 1937. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I wish to acknowledge receipt of the recent copy of "Appalachia" which you so kindly had
forwarded to me. I have not as yet had time to read it, but it looks very good.
This looks like the heaviest season for tourists in Maine for a good many years. For your
information and for the information of those who might be seeking to use the "A.T." from Dead
River P.O. up the old fire warden trail by the Old Man’s Head, I will say that there is now a
lumber operation being carried on by the S. D. Warren Paper Company. The old trail, for about a
mile after leaving the road, has been converted into a gravel truck road and from there it
dwindles off into a skidding trail where it is somewhat obscured by slash. Parties using this route
should use care. Logging operations are always liable to occur along the trail. I would
recommend that parties on the trail start at the Ledge House and travel by way of Little Mt.
Bigelow.
July 8, 1937. Harlean James, Secretary, A.T.C., to Walter Greene
My dear Mr. Greene:
The Conference was very pleased to have your report of the situation in Maine. We are delighted
with the progress made there. We were, however, extremely sorry to learn orally from Mr. Avery
of your recent illness. At the request of the delegates attending the Conference, I wish to convey
to you our appreciation of your past activity and our best wishes for your speedy recovery. We
need you on the Trail in Maine.
July 8, 1937. Myron Avery to Walter G. Davis, Portland, Maine
Dear Mr. Davis:
Reply to your letter of June 23th has been delayed by my being away from Washington in
connection with The Appalachian Trail Conference. We had a very successful meeting and I
think accomplished many constructive things in forwarding our program.
We are sending you, under separate cover, two copies of the article in the Lewiston Journal and
Letter Report No. 5 of The Appalachian Trail Conference, together with literature descriptive of
the organization.
We appreciate very much the evidence of your interest and cooperation in the form of the
contribution of $15.00 enclosed with your letter of June 23th. I have forwarded this to the
Treasurer, who will write you in this connection in due course.
It had occurred to me that you would find it of interest to have us apply $5.00 of this contribution
to a Class “D” membership which would result in your receiving publications of the Conference
and being kept fully Informed of developments. We are listing you as a Class “D” member for
the coming year and adding your name to the mailing list. Within the next two months we shall
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issue a booklet on the Trail in Maine and a Report of the Conference proceedings which will be
forwarded to you. We are also mailing you the publications to which you are entitled as a Class
"D" member, namely Guide to the Southern Appalachians and An Annotated Bibliography of
Katahdln.
You have probably noticed the very fine account of the Allagash trip in the 1937 issue of In the
Maine Woods.
If we can be of assistance to you at any time in connection with your trips along the Trail, please
feel free to call on us.
July 10, 1937. Myron Avery to Roy Flynt
Dear Roy:
On our return from the Conference, which was most successful, we found the reprints. I have not
had a chance to make a detailed check, but it looked to me as if the text had been very little
reduced, with the exception of the omission of the Guidebook references. The reprints were most
pleasing in appearance and we are certainly very grateful to you for seeing the matter through
and arranging to have them furnished gratis. They will be most useful. We shall mail copies out
to all of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
That was a nice letter which you wrote to Walter Greene. I wished so much that you could have
attended the Conference. It was a most productive one. We shall issue a detailed report within
the two months which will give you the story.
There was considerable interest manifested in the suggestion that the next Conference in 1939
should be in Maine. You will be interested to know that the Conference unanimously approved
the Katahdin Park Bill. There were some sixteen people of Appalachian Mountain Club
affiliation there, but no opposition was raised. I think we have definitely reached a turn in the
road and people are beginning to appreciate the nature of the Baxter opposition. Mr. Brewster
has received many requests for the Congressional Record reprint and the mimeographed sheet
which I enclose, while hardly complimentary to the Council of the Appalachian Mountain Club,
1 think administers the coup de grace to their contention.
The matter should rest quiet during the summer and I think that our literature furnishes
information and argument difficult to get around. At least, we have stirred up old man Baxter so
that he went to the mountain to see what can be done. Other than imposing the name of Camp
Baxter for the Katahdin Stream Campsite, I have learned of no accomplishments. If you hear of
anything, I shall be very much obliged if you will let me know.
We have made final arrangements for issuing The Silver Aisle by the photo offset process. It will
be thirty-two pages, about half text and the rest pictures, with a map. We have enough money to
pay for the 3,000 copies at $245 and we will get credit for 2,000 more copies at $50. I regret, as
you do, that we could not have found enough funds to have had the high class and creditable
class of publication made available which the Augusta Press would have done, but as there was,
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frankly, no opportunity to meet the expense, I did not want to see you gamble in any way on
something which I felt was bound to be a failure financially. Although the booklet will not be
what you could have made it, it will nevertheless serve its purpose and I hope that the way in
which we are proceeding will be entirely satisfactory to you. We should have it available within
the next month and I hope to have it mailed out before we go away on vacation.
I have had no reply to my letters to Coe and Greaton, copies of which I have sent to you. Under
the circumstances, I do not believe it discreet for me to write again and I leave with you the
question as to whether or not it is desirable to make any arrangements to have some of our own
copies exhibited there in the event that they will not step up with any money or help in any way.
Copy to Walter Greene,
July 10, 1937. Myron Avery to R. E. Billings, Assistant Forester, Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Billings:
As I have been away from Washington during the past two weeks, I thought I would make
inquiry to ascertain if the Trail crews had actually gotten under way and if final arrangements
were approved for the use of a side crew from the Bridgton Camp.
1 should like to keep in close touch with the crews in order to be of maximum assistance in
furnishing information as to particular Trail problems to be met.
We have just completed a most successful Appalachian Trail Conference in the Great Smoky
Mountains Park and there is a possibility that the 1939 Conference will be held in Maine.
July 10, 1937. Myron Avery to Everett Greaton:
Dear Mr. Greaton:
As I recall, we sent to you for use in answering inquiries about hiking in Maine a number of
reprints of the article on Western Maine which appeared in The Lewiston Journal. Thanks to Mr.
Flynt, we have been able to secure copies of the article on the Trail generally which appeared in
the June 27th issue of the Portland Sunday Telegram, and I have mailed to you, under separate
cover, about a hundred of these reprints which you can use judicially in answering inquiries.
July 10, 1937. Myron Avery to Harrie Coe, Maine Publicity Bureau
Dear Mr. Coe:
As I recall, we sent to you for use in answering inquiries about hiking in Maine a number of
reprints of the article on Western Maine which appeared in The Lewiston Journal. Thanks to Mr.
Flynt, we have been able to secure copies of the article on the Trail generally which appeared in
the June 27th issue of the Portland Sunday Telegram, and I have mailed to you, under separate
cover, about a hundred of these reprints which you can use judicially in answering inquiries.
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Our Maine Guide stock here is running low and we will appreciate having your Clerk advise the
number remaining unsold of the consignment originally sent to the Maine Publicity Bureau last
year.
July 10, 1937. Myron Avery to J. F. Smith, Bangor & Aroostook Railroad
Dear Mr. Smith:
Not having received any word to the contrary, we have assumed that the arrangement that the
title page for the Silver Aisle, showing it as the production of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club
and the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad, is entirely satisfactory to you. If not, will you kindly
telegraph or write us by air mail, as within a day or two we will O.K. the final copy for the
printer.
I shall also appreciate having the benefit of your suggestions as to the article for the 1938 In the
Maine Woods, as I shall have an opportunity to work on it during the summer.
July 12, 1937. J. F. Smith, Bangor & Aroostook Railroad, to Marion Park
Dear Miss Park:
We are returning the title page and story that you are to publish in your Appalachian Trail
booklet, which meet with our approval.
When you are ready if you will forward us a bill for $100.00, we shall be pleased to send check
to cover our proportion accordingly.
Copy Myron Avery
July 14, 1937. Agnes E. Dresser, Maine Publicity Bureau, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Mr. Coe has passed me your letter regarding the Maine Guide Books which you sent us to sell.
We have within the past week sold the last Guide and if you care to send us 12 more I think we
can sell them during the summer as people climbing Mt. Katahdin find this Guide very helpful.
My records show that we have sold 16 Guides and if your records agree we will send you a
check to balance this account.
July 14, 1937. Everett Greaton, Maine Development Commission, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thanks very much for the material on mountains sent in.
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I have my mountain booklet underway, but I guess it will be fall before we get it off the press.
July 14, 1937. R. M. Evans, Regional Forester, to Waldo H. Seavey, Forest Commissioner,
Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Seavey:
After a careful study of the factors bearing upon the problems surrounding the construction of
truck trails in your State and careful consideration of the points raised with the Director's office
by Governor Barrows, it has been decided that the CCC cannot construct truck trails which are
subject to closing by private individuals or companies. There is no objection to an arrangement
whereby the Forest Commissioner or authorized State official may close truck trails to public
travel during dangerous fire seasons. Such action, however, must be by State authority and not
by private interests. It is, therefore, necessary that the public interest be protected by rights-ofways or easements to insure the road being open to the public at such times and under such
conditions as responsible State authorities may decide. Whether or not an actual deed to the State
is necessary to reasonably protect the public interest would appear to be a matter of legal opinion.
As far as the Forest Service is concerned it is felt that the public interest will be protected
providing you can obtain from the land-owners or their duly constituted agents, memoranda of
understanding agreeing to leave truck trails open to public travel except as they may be closed by
proper State authority.
The agreement, of course, should grant to the State the authority and right to construct a truck
trail across the ownership in question through the agency of the CCC. It should also contain a
clause allowing free use by the CCC of any material cut from the right-of-way for use in CCC
projects or for necessary use in and about the camp. Similar agreements should, of course, be
drawn to cover the construction of telephone lines, horse trails, or other projects crossing or
being erected upon private lands, the form of agreement being modified depending upon the type
of project in question and the necessities of the case.
From earlier correspondence and discussion we realize that it is probable under the conditions
outlined above that many land-owners will not assume responsibility for maintenance of truck
trails or other improvements. However, Section 3 of the recent Act establishing the Civilian
Conservation Corps for the three years beginning July 1 contains the following clause:
"Provided further, that no project shall be undertaken on lands or interests in lands, other
than those belonging to or under the jurisdiction or control of the United States, unless
adequate provisions are made by the cooperating agencies for the maintenance, operation,
and utilization of such projects after completion."
Further work of any sort on private or State lands is, therefore, contingent upon the State giving
us assurance that it can and will maintain, operate, and utilize all facilities constructed on State or
private lands by the CCC. Whether the maintenance of truck trails will be accomplished by the
State, county or private individuals is a matter for determination in the individual State, but we
must have from you the definite assurances referred to above.
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Since this office cannot determine how the problem of maintenance will affect the form of
agreement to be drawn between the State and landowners, we hesitate to suggest the form of
agreement to be used. We believe that an arrangement more satisfactory to you and the
landowners can be worked out by you and other officials of the State in cooperation with the
land-owners. It is, therefore, suggested that you immediately endeavor to reach an understanding
with the landowners as to the form of agreement necessary, but before putting it into effect
submit it to this office for final review. It is hoped that in order to prevent interruption of the
work program you will be able to reach such understanding with the landowners within the next
thirty days.
In the meanwhile it should be understood that no new projects involving the necessity of such
right-of-way agreements can be undertaken until the form of agreement is determined and the
agreements actually executed. Projects already under way may be continued within the limits of
rights-of-way already cut but no new right-of-way should be cut until the proper agreements are
signed. It is hoped that you can obtain similar agreements for rights-of-ways for projects already
completed or partially completed.
If the State is unwilling to assume responsibility for keeping truck trails open, that is, securing
the rights-of-way as indicated above and assuming the responsibilities attached thereto or if the
State takes the position indicated in Governor Barrows’ letter of May 17 to Mr. Fechner that use
of truck trails by the public in fishing, camping and hunting would increase the fire hazard and
that the construction of truck trails would, therefore, be undesirable unless private owners have
authority to close them, then it seems that our only recourse is to discontinue construction of
truck trails.
July 15, 1937. Myron Avery to Hugh McNeil
Dear Mac:
I have been away to the Trail Conference and on a trip to the Great Smoky Mountains, hence the
delay in answering your letter of June 29th.
I appreciate the way you feel about the Trail work and that in view of your service you are
perhaps entitled to a different assignment. I am afraid, however, that it is one of those situations
where, when a man does a fine, faithful piece of work as you have, he becomes a fixture. I do
know that you are wrong in thinking that you have not gotten any credit for it. The CCC work on
the Trail is unanimously praised and an assignment in this connection at least has the consolation
of being a tribute to the good work which you have done.
I am sorry that our efforts last year did not result in any advancement for you, but we are dealing
with a difficult situation and with the reduction in the CCC Camps, a man is fortunate to have a
peculiar niche or talent which makes him indispensable.
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I will certainly keep your request in mind. However, as you probably know, when you live in
places like here, it takes a considerably increased salary to put in as good a net position as you
are at the present time living in Greenville.
I have not heard yet whether the work has gotten under way but I assume that it soon will. I have
written to Mr. Billings. I hope you will make a point of keeping me informed as to where you are
working and what the conditions are. I assume that you will start at Katahdin.
I judge what you have in mind is not the Trail Manual but the Guidebook, as you refer to new
sections of Trail. It apparently slipped Walter’s mind and we are sending you a copy under
separate cover of the Guidebook. However, so much of it has been rewritten and so many
changes made that I am going to try to have available for you the manuscript of the sections
which have been changed. You will note that there is much data for the Trail in the western part
of the State. The article in the Lewiston Journal tells a good deal about that. If you can keep me
informed as to your movements, I will try to get the material to you as you need it. Our supply is
limited and this is the reason why I am hard put to furnish you with a revision of the book at this
time.
We hope to get out a new Guide this fall.
Please keep me informed and with best regards from all of your Washington friends.
Copy to Walter Greene.
July 15, 1937. Everett Greaton, Maine Development Commission, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Sometime ago you wrote me in regard to our mailing list. Please pardon the delay in answering. I
have been out of the office a great deal during the spring and summer and have been somewhat
behind in my correspondence. We do not use any mailing list for direct mail. We do ship out a
great deal of literature in bulk quantities, but these are to tourist bureaus and automobile clubs.
In regard to your pamphlet, samples of which were sent in, there was so little about Maine that
we didn’t feel that we could use it.
I am assembling a tremendous amount of data on Maine mountains. Because of the difficulty in
getting information and having to get it from so many sources our mountain booklet has been
delayed until fall. We are in hopes to have it printed by the first of October.
July 15, 1937. Myron Avery to J. F. Smith, Bangor & Aroostook Railroad
Dear Mr. Smith:
You will recall our previous correspondence with respect to a generalized article on the Trail in
Maine for the 1938 issue.
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I have had turned in to me a manuscript account of a trip over the Trail from Blanchard to
Katahdin by a couple of girls. Because of the nature of the trip, I had thought that perhaps it
might make a suitable story and I am passing the manuscript on to you for your comment. It may
be that it could be rewritten and worked over and that you would prefer it because of the personal
nature rather than a generalized account of the Trail. On the other hand, it may be in such
condition that it would be of no interest. If, however, you would glance over it and return it to us
with your directions, we will be guided accordingly.
As we have advised you, the manuscript for The Silver Aisle has gone to the printer and we
assume it will be in order to notify you when we are shipping the copies to you and that you will
forward the check for the $100 to us.
Copy to Walter Greene.
July 15, 1937. J. F. Smith, Bangor & Aroostook Railroad, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
In reply to your letter of July 10th;
We have forwarded to Miss Marion Park the copy and title page for The Silver Aisle which has,
no doubt, been received by this time.
In regard to story for the 1938 "Maine Woods" book. I would like to leave it up to you to write
on any subject you desire, and I assure you that whatever you do decide on will a be a welcome
addition to our next year’s book.
July 15, 1937. Myron Avery to Dan Wight, Framingham, Mass.
Dear Mr. Wight:
I have your letter and I am very much interested in what you have to say. We certainly appreciate
what you have done to make the Trail at Baldpate clear. 1 am sending an extract from your letter
to Mr. Billings, the CCC Forester, so that they may know that this is a section which requires
particular pains to keep in order and that work is needed now.
As you have the opportunity when you are in Newry, you can perhaps keep watch of the
situation around Grafton Notch. By cooperative effort and each of us sharing the responsibility,
we will be able to keep this in order.
We expect to issue shortly a booklet on the Trail in Maine and you will, of course, receive a copy.
Copy to Stanley B. Attwood
July 15, 1937. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
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Dear Mr. Stubbs:
I received your letter about the Trail situation at Mt. Bigelow before the Conference, but I have
had no opportunity to reply. I am sorry to see the extension of the gravel road and I assume that
you will make a point of telling Mr. Billings about this so that he can have his Trail crew watch
out for it.
Do you think we have reached the stage where we could have asked, in this instance, the
Company to leave trees along the route of the Trail or that the Forest Service has sufficient
interest in protecting the Trail to lookout towers and trying to maintain it in a creditable
condition that it would be disposed to ask the operator to avoid making such a mess of things as
we have, for example, west of Long Pond on the Houghton truck road?
I am hoping that, with the development of public opinion and the appreciation of the trails, that
we will have sufficient advance warning of these lumbering operations along the route so that we
can at least make the effort to ask the operator to instruct the bosses on the ground to at least
leave a strip along the Trail similar to what is left along roadsides in many sections.
The State officials are trying to publicize the attractions of trails, etc., in Maine. I hope they
would be disposed to join us in a campaign to try and preserve these attractions when lumbering
sets in. I know full the practical aspect of the situation but I am hoping that we are getting to the
state of affairs where we can make an effort.
I appreciate that you are more closely in touch with this situation than I am but I feel that if the
Forest Service would be disposed to say the word, that the operators would give heed.
At least, we can make the effort in each instance.
July 17, 1937. Ralph E. Billings to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:Replying to your inquiry of July 10th.
Out application for use of men on detached service at the Greenville Camp has not yet been
returned by the Army.
We hope to complete arrangements within the next week to the effect that enrollees may be paid
a per diem rate that will permit their stopping at camps on the trail rather than carrying
equipment. This would nearly double the speed of the work, require fewer men and eliminate a
great deal of the expense incident to trucking and boating supplies.
I expect to be in Bridgton next week for the purpose of taking Mr. Brooks over some sections of
the trail with the idea of starting the work at the westerly end of the trail immediately. Bridgton
is quite anxious to start as the work appeals to the Superintendent and Foreman assigned to the
work.
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An amended project to take care of the few odd jobs at the Sourdnahunk Suspension Bridge has
been submitted but has not yet been returned to us. This project calls for the purchase of
sufficient woven wire for a guard rail.
Thank you very much for the booklet “The Telos Cut”. I find it unusual and interesting.
July 17, 1937. Myron Avery to Everett F. Greaton, Maine Development Commission
Dear Mr. Greaton:
I have your letter of July 14th.
I am glad to know that you are making progress with your Mountain Booklet. As I wrote earlier,
although we have a press of work ahead of us, we would be glad to check the manuscript of the
portion covered by the Trail, if it would be of help to you.
I wrote you earlier about the distribution of the Silver Aisle, now being printed.
cc Mr. Flynt
July 20, 1937. DISTRIBUTION OF THE SILVER AISLE, NOTE FOR A. L. SAULS
PLANOGRAPH COMPANY
Send 1,000 copies to
Send 100 copies to
Send 100 copies to

Send 100 copies to

Send 100 copies to
Send 50 copies to
Send 50 copies to
Send 25 copies to

J. F. Smith
Bangor and Aroostook Railroad
Bangor, Maine
Mrs. Agnes E. Dresser
The Maine Publicity Bureau
Portland, Maine
Miss Adelaide Meserve, Executive Secretary
Appalachian Mountain Club
5 Joy Street
Boston, Massachusetts
Mr. E. L. Heermance, Chairman
New England Trail Conference
215 Church Street
New Haven, Connecticut
Honorable Ralph O. Brewster
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C.
Walter D. Greene
Sebec Lake, Maine
Roy H. Flynt
Augusta, Maine
Robert G. Stubbs, Forest Supervisor
Augusta, Maine
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Send 25 copies to
Send 1,000 copies to
Send 25 copies to
Send 25 copies to
Send 15 copies to
Send 15 copies to
Send 50 copies to
Send 50 copies to
Send 50 copies to
Send 50 copies to
Send 15 copies to
Total 2,895 copies
Deliver 805 copies to
Deliver remainder (1,800) to

Helon N. Taylor
Eustis, Maine
Everett F. Greaton, Executive Secretary
Maine Development Commission
Augusta, Maine
R. H. Torrey
99-28 193rd Street
Hollis, Queens, Long Island, New York
Joseph B. Dodge
Pinkham Notch
Gorham, New Hampshire
Earnest A. Dench, Ho-ho-kus, New Jersey
LeRoy Dudley, Chimney Pond
Millinocket, Maine
Mr. Nelson A. Loomis, Chief
Tourist Bureau
45 Broadway, New York
New England Council
Statler Building
Boston, Massachusetts
George J. Stobie. Commissioner
Inland Fisheries & Game
Augusta, Maine
Waldo H. Seavey, Forest Commissioner
Augusta, Maine
Merchants’ Association Information Bureau
Presque Isle, Maine
Appalachian Trail Conference
901 Union Trust Building
Washington, D. C.
Basement (back)
2035 Rosemount Avenue, N. W.
notifying Myron H. Avery (District 6012,
Branch 392) when delivery is made.

{500 sent to 901 8/7}
1. Copies sent to all members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
2. Copies sent to Class “D” Members, Appalachian Trail Conference.
3. Copies sent to Members, Maine Development Commission.
4. Copies sent to Maine Congressional Delegation.
5. Copies sent to Representatives and Senators of Maine Legislature.
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine –1937 - Transcribed by David Field - Page

131

6. Copies sent to Board of Managers and Officers of the Appalachian Mountain Club.
7. Copies sent to Council and Committee Chairman of Appalachian Mountain Club.
8. Copies sent to designated individuals on Appalachian Trail Conference Mailing List.
{Done 8/6/37}
9. Copies to Maine State Director, Writers Project, Portland.
10. Copies to Maine D. A. R. State Officers and Chapter Chairmen.
11. Send three copies to each Sporting Camp and accommodations along the route, and to
D. T. Sanders, Greenville, Maine, Maine State Library, Library of Bowdoin, Bates
Colby, and University of Maine, and principal cities and towns, Maine Libraries of
over 5,000 population.
12. Send copies to all people who furnished photographs for booklet as well as to all people
who have contributed photos to the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
13. Send three copies to Library of Congress.
14. Send to selected list of purchasers of Maine Guidebook. {omitted}
15. Send to selected list from M. H. A.’s In the Maine Woods Mailing List and List to whom
copies of the Maine Guide were sent for cooperative purposes.
16. Letter written to Messrs. Stobie and Seavey asking that they send copies to Chief and
Deputy Wardens. New England Trail Conference asked to send copies to
constituent organizations.
July 20, 1937. Everett Greaton, Maine Development Commission, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have received the copies of sheets entitled “Thrilling 260 Mile Appalachian Mountain Trail
across State of Maine”, which I appreciate.
We can use these to a very fine advantage and already are passing them out.
{Copy Greene, Flynt}
July 20, 1937. Myron Avery to Ralph E. Billings, Assistant Forester, Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Billings:
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I have read your letter of July 17th with much interest. I take it that both the Greenville and
Bridgton Camp applications have been held up by the Army. Is there anything you can do to
press this? They may have been overlooked and the season is getting rather far advanced. If you
can effect the arrangements to have the Trail crew stop at the Camp, it would not only increase
the speed of the work but I think would be particularly satisfactory to the foremen and the men
and would undoubtedly result in a higher caliber of work as well as lessen expense. Your plan
offers many advantages and I trust that you can carry it through.
I have made arrangements to have copied at once from east to west the Trail data from the
Kennebec River to the Maine-New Hampshire line and will forward two carbons to you. You
will probably wait to tell Mr. Brooks about this and I am enclosing an extra carbon of this letter.
McNeil is fully familiar with the Trail from Katahdin to the Kennebec, so that he would not
require copy of our manuscript for the third edition for his particular job.
The matter of the guard on the suspension bridge certainly slipped my mind. I am frank to say
that your letter brought it back with something of a shock and if I had not forgotten about it, I
should have reminded you about it some time ago. Perhaps because I went across there when
conditions were decidedly dangerous, I am over-impressed with the need for the guard. Certainly
it should be looked after at once before there is an accident here. If nothing can be done
immediately, a rope guard wound in among the wires supporting the planking would serve for
now and save the situation. If the difficulty is here in Washington, if you will let me know, I
would be glad to speak to the authorities about it, because I am very much impressed with the
danger of this situation and most anxious that it should be corrected.
We like to issue from time to time newspaper stories about the CCC work on the Trail in Maine.
When the crews actually commence work, I had thought that I would send out through a
correspondent here for Maine newspapers a short story to the effect that the work was being done
by the two camps and what was contemplated. In order to have a more accurate statement and to
avoid any possible chance that I might say something which you would prefer not be released, 1
could send to you an advance draft of the copy which you could read and return to me. It was my
understanding that you originally intended to start the Trail work at the Maine-New Hampshire
line. In view of the fact that the season is running by and the extreme desirability of completing
the link between Sugarloaf and Saddleback as well as the building of the three lean-tos in there,
do you not think that it might be advisable to alter the plan in that respect and have this work
done first so that we would avoid any situation such as last year when plans were cut short by an
early snow storm.
I hope you can get some immediate action from the Army, and please let me know about the
cable bridge.
Copy to Walter Greene, Roy Flynt, {Keith Clark}
July 21, 1937. Myron Avery to Everett Greaton, Maine Development Commission
Dear Mr. Greaton:
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I have your letter of July 15th and I can appreciate the situation. If you could loan us, for a day or
two, if you happen to have it, a list of the Tourist Bureaus to whom you mail literature in bulk,
we could take advantage of the opportunity to send them a few copies of The Silver Aisle.
Referring to the second paragraph of your letter, I am inclined to think that we do not have in
mind the same thing. What I was writing about was the publication of The Silver Aisle, which is
to be some thirty-two pages, half pictures, with a double spread map and approximately half text.
This I indicated was costing us $245.00 for 3000 copies and that additional copies could be had
at the rate of $25.00 a thousand. My suggestion was that the Maine Development Commission
might have available a few dollars for purchasing some of these and at the time of my original
letter, I had in mind, of course, that if the Development Commission thought favorably of my
suggestion, we would make the publication a joint one of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, the
Development Commission and the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad. We would still be in time to
alter the cover. This publication, of course, relates entirely to Maine and you may recall that I
submitted the manuscript to you two or three years ago. I cannot recall just exactly what the
"pamphlet” to which you refer could have been--at any rate, the only thing which I had in mind
was a wider distribution of The Silver Aisle and the utilization of any mailing lists which might
have been developed.
I trust that this makes the matter clear.
{Copy Greene, Flynt}
July 21, 1937. Myron Avery to Agnes E. Dresser, Maine Publicity Bureau, Portland, Maine.
Dear Mrs. Dresser:
Thank you for your letter of July 14th. We are interested to note that you have sold all of the
Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine. Our record is, as you write, that we sent you sixteen
Guides and if you will have the check, deducting any expense to which you may have been put,
made out to the Maine Appalachian Trail Club and sent to Miss Marion Park, at 901 Union Trust
Building, Washington, D.C., we shall very much appreciate it.
We are planning to issue a much enlarged revised edition of this Guide next spring. Our stock at
Washington is practically exhausted. It happens, however, that the New England Trail
Conference purchased some of these Guides from us some time ago and I doubt if they have
been sold. I am enclosing copy of a letter which we have written to the New England Trail
Conference, suggesting that they forward twelve copies to you. When these are sold, the
proceeds should be remitted to the New England Trail Conference at 215 Church Street, New
Haven, Connecticut.
We appreciate very much the cooperation of the Publicity Bureau and particularly of yourself, in
affording an opportunity to publicize the Trail in Maine.
We sent to you some few months back a hundred reprints of a newspaper article on the Trail in
Western Maine, which I assume you have been distributing wherever it seemed that they might
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serve a good purpose. We also sent you reprints of the article in the Portland Telegram. When
either of these reprints is exhausted, if you will let us know, we will furnish additional copies.
We have in the press at the present time a thirty-two page illustrated booklet on the Appalachian
Trail In Maine, which we plan for free distribution. This should be available within the next
month and we would like to send to you a supply which can be distributed, gratis, to people who
seem to show sufficient interest to make it worthwhile.
Does the Maine Publicity Bureau have a mailing list of people and organizations to whom it
sends out its publications? If the list were not too extensive, it might be very advisable to have
The Silver Aisle reach these people. If you could advise us as to the situation, we could then
discuss the possibility of having the material mailed out.
We are sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Roy H. Flynt, Publicity Director of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club.
I think I noticed somewhere that the Publicity Bureau had a Branch Office. Was it supplied with
any of this material or data. Some time previously we suggested that we could send you
photographs and maps for display, if you had any opportunity to exhibit them. If the occasion
should arise, please notify us. Do you require any copies of the prospectus similar to the one
enclosed.
Copy Flynt, Greene
July 22, 1937. Form Letter to Proprietors of Maine Sporting Camps.
We are sending you under separate cover some material pertaining to the Appalachian Trail in
Maine, adjacent to your Camp, which we trust you will be able to exhibit prominently, as it
should be of considerable interest to the guests of your Camp. This material includes copies of
articles on the Trail in Western Maine from the Lewiston Journal of April 3rd and 10th, 1937,
and on the 266-mile Trail in Maine, which appeared in the Portland Telegram of June 27th, 1937.
We are also sending you a revised blue-print map of the Trail adjacent to your Camp, with the
request that you post it in order that we may learn of any errors which can be corrected before
this map appears in the third edition of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE.
We had previously sent you a copy of the second edition of this Guidebook and trust that you
still have it available for exhibition. If not, please let us know. We shall send you the third
edition when it appears.
We shall send you, during the next two months, copies of an illustrated 32-page booklet (THE
SILVER AISLE) on the Trail in Maine.
Will you kindly tell people who inquire about these publications that they may be obtained from
The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C.
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Very truly yours,
THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB,
901 Union Trust Building,
Washington,D.C.
July 23, 1937. Everett Greaton, Maine Development Commission, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I had entirely the wrong idea about the Silver Aisle. When your letter came in suggesting it there
was a little four page folder with one page I believe devoted to Maine. This was what I assumed
that you had in mind.
I think we could use 1000 copies of the Silver Aisle. If you wanted to send us this amount we
would be very glad to pay for them. We are sending you our list that we send bulk shipments to.
Will you please return is as soon as possible.
{Copy Flynt, Greene}
July 26, 1937. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
According to latest reports, the crew working on the Trail out of the Bridgton camp has covered
over 20 miles during the last week. I do not know whether this is complete from the border or an
isolated section in the Trail. The crew comprises six men, including the truck driver who stays
with the truck. It seems to me that this was doing very well.
At present I do not believe it would be well to undertake to supervise cutting operations in the
vicinity of the Trail. As it is located, some sections of it are on land whose owners are indifferent
to the whole project. The fact that we have received the privilege of passing across these areas is
very important here in Maine. The Forest Service has an interest in maintaining and protecting its
own trails and telephone lines and we strive to do so, but anybody who has never undertaken to
keep a trail clear through a logging operation and maintain a telephone line intact, regardless of
the fact that it is an important adjunct to fire protection covering this same area, has no idea what
a job it is. It calls for patrol every day. Then we usually have to clear the trail out ourselves the
following spring.
We have a law here in Maine requiring that no slash or debris resulting from a logging operation
shall be left within 50 feet of the center of a public highway. This calls for very careful patrol
and attention and occupies a lot of our time. I do believe that we succeed in enforcing this in the
majority of the cases.
It is true that we have a Development Commission and Publicity Bureau in Maine, which are
engaged in a campaign inviting people to come here to Maine and enjoy the woods. On the other
hand, we have the interests who own most of the woods and who are operating in them,
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endeavoring to secure sufficient revenue to pay the taxes which are due on them. These interests
seem to conflict sometimes. Our Department is striving to protect these woods from burning up
and they are paying our bills. So you can see that I would not recommend asking too much from
the land owners.
I believe that most of the Trail is situated where it is not going to be disturbed much by logging
operations, situated as this Trail is along most of the ridges and mountain tops.
I will be glad to know just how you feel about this.
Thanking you very much for the book on stamp issues which you so kindly secured for me.
July 27, 1937. Myron Avery to New England Council, Boston, Mass.
Gentlemen:
With the assistance of the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad the Maine Appalachian Trail Club has
issued a 32-page illustrated booklet on the Appalachian Trail in Maine. This Trail system which
has just been completed, is one of the outstanding recreational assets of New England and we
have made this booklet available in order to publicize it. It may be obtained from The
Appalachian Trail Conference at 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D. C. We have sent to
you, under separate cover, some fifty copies of this booklet, with the request that you place them
in the hands of various organizations, which receive your other publications.
We would also ask that you list this booklet in whatever publications deal with the recreational
facilities offered by Maine.
We would appreciate being advised as to the disposition which you are able to make of this
publication. We should also like to have The Appalachian Trail Conference placed on your
mailing list so that we may be advised as to the publications which you issue in this connection.
July 27, 1937. Edgar L. Heermance, New England Trail Conference, to Marion Park,
Appalachian Trail Conference
Dear Miss Park:
Pardon our oversight in not noting your question about the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in
Maine. Our supply is down to 18, but we are glad to send you 12 copies at $1.00 each, which is
the price we paid for them.
On orders sent to you, it would be very much simpler all around if you would merely return the
money in each case, with a notation on the order that the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in New
England is out of print.
July 27, 1937. Myron Avery to Frank Savage, Camp Bemis, Oquossoc, Maine
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Dear Mr. Savage: {Wrote postmasters also}
On June 21st, 1937, we wrote you as follows:
I assume that you duly received the reprints of the article describing the extension of the
Appalachian Trail across western Maine which appeared in the Lewiston Journal. If this did not
reach you, if you will let us know, we will forward additional copies.
A detail from a CCC Camp is to go over the Trail in western Maine again this year. We are
preparing to publish a third edition of the Guidebook and we wish to list all available
accommodations. We understand that your Camp is the nearest public accommodation to where
the Trail crosses the Houghton-Oquossoc Road at Four Ponds Brook. I have been told that the
highway passes Bemis, two miles north of the Trail, at a point which is a mile east of Bemis, and
that one may reach the village by following the trail from the Highway. We would like to give in
our Guidebook specific directions for reaching Camp Bemis. Is your Camp in the village and
how do you reach it from the highway? Do you use the trail through the woods and will the
junction of this trail and the highway be marked by a sign?
I would appreciate your letting me have this information so that we may direct people using the
Trail who wish to obtain public accommodations how to reach your Camp.
As we have received no reply, we assume the matter has escaped your attention. We are rather
anxious to have this information for Guidebook purposes and trust that you will be able to let us
hear from you in the very near future.
July 28, 1937. Agnes E. Dresser, Maine Publicity Bureau, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
We are sending a check for $16.00 to Miss Marion Park today in payment of the Appalachian
Guides we sold.
We received the reprints which you sent and are distributing them to people interested in the
Katahdin Section. We will write you for more copies when necessary.
We will be very glad to have a generous supply of the illustrated booklet which you are now
issuing as we cannot get literature enough for the inquiries we receive.
We are enclosing a mailing list of organizations to which we send our publications and possibly
you could send The Silver Aisle to some of them if you did not think it advisable to the entire list.
We have a branch bureau at York Corner, Maine and they had a few copies of your literature but
it would be well if you can to send them some of the reprints.
We have quite a few copies of the prospectus which I think will carry us through the season.
{Sent to everyone in New England on this list. None sent on Greaton’s list.}
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July 28, 1937. Myron Avery to Everett Greaton, Maine Development Commission
Dent Mr. Greaton:
Your letter of July 23rd arrived as the Silver Aisle was on the press. We were able to increase the
number being run, fortunately, and 1,000 copies will be sent you shortly. As I wrote, it was too
late to make any change- on the cover which shows the booklet to be a publication of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club and the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad. You can undoubtedly stamp
your copies to show the distribution by the Maine Development Commission.
It would probably simplify matters if the Development Commission’s check was made out to the
A. L. Sauls Planograph Company and sent to me.
It is unnecessary for me to say that we greatly appreciate the assistance of the Development
Commission in distributing the booklet.
1 return your mailing list, herewith.
Copy to Flynt, Greene
July 29, 1937. Leroy D. Cross, Brunswick, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:About a year and a half ago, immediately upon its publication, I purchased a copy of your
Publication No. 4, 2nd ed. Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine. Although I have read this
with much interest, it was not until last week that I had an opportunity to travel over any of the
trails described. At that time, accompanied by my three sons, my brother-in-law and his boy, I
climbed Saddleback Mountain from the Rangeley Road. We found this a most delightful climb,
particularly the last mile over the barren stretches of the tableland leading up to the fire tower.
The trail was much better than I had anticipated, well marked and easy to follow and I
congratulate you on the excellence and accuracy of your descriptions of it. I was especially
impressed by the way in which rocks, roots and other obstructions had been reduced to the
minimum. We made the five miles up in three hours, and the descent in two, which is as fast as I
care to travel.
My principal object in writing you is this. To one unfamiliar with the country the trail sign, on
Highway No. 4, just before descending to the crossing between the Second and Third Sandy
River Ponds bearing the inscription 8.95 miles to Saddleback Mt. is misleading. This is the
distance from the beginning of the trail several miles further up the Rangeley road at the outlet of
Long Pond opposite the Houghton Truck Trail. The distance to Piazza Rock (about 1.45 miles, as
I recall it) is correctly given. Fortunately for us my faith in the Guide Book was sufficiently
strong to persuade our party to go on, on the assumption of a round trip of 10 miles rather than
18 for I would have been disappointed to have missed so fine a climb.
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Next year I hope to get up Sugarloaf or Bigelow or some other of the Franklin county mountains.
By the way I made a climb nearly two years ago with Prof. Copeland of Bowdoin College who
spoke very enthusiastically of the work you had done in the development of the Appalachian
Trail in Maine. I wonder if you are familiar with the country near Weld, where I spent a little
time the last two summers? It is somewhat off the beaten track but there are excellent climbs in
the Tumbledown Range and of Mt. Blue. Sorry to make such a long letter over a simple
correction, but it is hard to stop with one page when I get on the subject of the mountains.
{Copy Hunt, 1st part Billings}
July 30, 1937. Maine Appalachian Trail Club to R. L. Crawford, Togue Pond Camps,
Millinocket, Maine
Dear Mr. Crawford:
We are sending you under separate cover some material pertaining to the Appalachian Trail in
Maine, adjacent to your Camp, which we trust you will be able to exhibit prominently, as it
should be of considerable interest to the guests of your Camp. This material includes copies of
articles on the Trail in Western Maine from the Lewiston Journal of April 3rd and 10th, 1937,
and on the 266-mile Trail in Maine, which appeared in the Portland Telegram of June 27, 1937.
We are also sending you under separate cover a revised blue-print map of the Trail adjacent to
your Camp, with the request that you post it in order that we may learn of any errors which can
be corrected before this map appears in the third edition of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL IN MAINE. {Only to camps north of Joe Mary.}
We had previously sent you a copy of the second edition of this Guidebook and trust that you
still have it available for exhibition. If not, please let us know. We shall send you the third
edition when it appears.
We shall send you, during the next two months, copies of an illustrated 32-page booklet (THE
SILVER AISLE) on the Trail in Maine.
Will you kindly tell people who inquire about these publications that they may be obtained from
The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building. Washington, D. C.
{Send to all camps on A.T. in Maine}
This letter also sent to:
Burns and Boudreau's Camp
Third West Branch Pond
Kokadjo, Maine
F. M. Chadwick
West Branch Pond Camps
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Kokadjo, Maine
The Thomas House
Monson, Maine
Ralph York
Long Pond Camps
Katahdin Iron Works, Maine
W. L. Arnold
Big Houston Camps
Katahdin Iron Works, Maine
Drews Sporting Ranch
Bodfish Farm
Onawa, Maine
J. M. Harris
The Forks, Maine
W. M. Dore
Mountain View Camps (Omitting 2nd paragraph)
Monson, Maine
Earl York
York's Twin Pine Camps
Greenville, Maine
Fred Clifford
Rainbow Lake Camps
Kokadjo, Maine
Mrs. Robert McDougall
Nahmakanta Lake Camps
Norcross, Maine
J. L. Macdonald
White House Camps
Millinocket, Maine
Leon Potter
Antlers Camps
Millinocket, Maine
Charles Berry
Yoke Ponds Camps
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Kokadjo, Maine
Givens Camps,
Millinocket, Maine
July 31, 1937. Myron Avery to R. E. Billings, Assistant Forester, E. C. W., Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Billings:
There is one matter which it seems to me well to bring to the attention of the foremen of the
Bridgton Camp, and I enclose two carbons of this letter for that purpose. It relates to the trail
route between Bigelow Village and Orbeton Stream. Here two miles are only roughly spotted
and 12 are to be marked. At the southern end on the flat plateau north of Abraham, there are
myriads of wood roads. The point is to make sure that the route measured and described is that
actually marked. It seems to trail workers of little consequence to make changes in the route-sometimes which seem like improvements--but these changes raise havoc with our Guidebook.
With the lumbering in this area and the new roads, the foreman might or might not follow our
route. To avoid difficulty on this score, I wish you would ask him to go over it with Game
Warden Helon N. Taylor, Game Warden, Eustis, Maine, who blazed the route before it is marked.
Mr. Taylor is one of our mainstays on this work and a splendid fellow. This would prevent any
trouble on this score. The same considerations apply to the locations of the three lean-tos on this
section.
Also, if the foreman could drop me a brief note each week of work done and where they are to
go next and their addresses, I could send them direct some suggestions about work to be done
and points to watch for which would make for a better job and not have to trouble you. In some
of the lumbered sections, there are small shrubs and bushes to remove - - the sort of stuff which
an axe can’t handle. In the Southern Appalachians, a tool called a weeder is used. Have these
crews tools for this type of work? If not, there is a tendency to ignore such growth - with
unfortunate results.
I assume that the Foremen are re-painting the route and using the markers which I sent to
Greenville, to replace those which had been obliterated. Did MacNeil go with the Bridgton
foreman to instruct him? I shall be here until the last of August.
cc Helon Taylor, Greene, Flynt
Helon:
I have to go into the Katahdin region in connection with the National Park bill, so it looks as if
our Kibby trip will need to wait for another year.
1. How bad has the lumbering on Bigelow affected the Trail?
2. Is the trail to West Carry Pond blue-blazed and that lumbered section now O. K.?
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3. Very anxious that the lean-tos be built as indicated and the trail follow our description.
3. Any news?
Myron
August 3, 1937. Ralph E. Billings to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Reference is made to your letter of July 20th, July 29th and July 31st.
We have been assured travel orders for enrollees will be approved. The State Inspector has
assured us that he will approve travel orders for the Foreman to be in charge of the group.
We had planned to use Mr. McNeil on this work, but Mr. Stacy advised me a day or two ago,
that McNeil had informed him that he was unable to finance his travel for the three or four week
period. We plan to replace him by transferring a Foreman from one of the other camps. This
procedure will be necessary because of the number of projects that they have at Greenville.
Work Project covering the maintenance of the Sourdnahunk Suspension Bridge and installation
of the woven wire guard rail has been approved. The application for side camp on this job has
been approved by the Company Commander and Mr. Seavey and has been forwarded to the
Corps Area for their approval.
We are keeping in mind the two mile section between Sugar Loaf and Saddleback and this
section together with the lean-tos at this site will be completed.
In regard to your suggestion that bough beds and latrines are needed at the various places where
lean-tos now exist, due to the uncertainty of camp priority, I do not feel that any time should be
spent on work of this nature, until the projects set up in the work plan are completed.
We have forwarded copy of your July 31st letter to the Principal Foreman of Bridgton. Foreman
Hicks from the Bridgton camp spent two days in Greenville talking over with McNeil and Stacy
the standards of the trail work. During this time, he inspected the trail at a few near-by points.
I would he very glad to have you make any suggestions that you wish, directly to the foreman in
charge of the trail work and, I will ask Mr. Brooks and Mr. Stacy to keep you informed as to
their addresses.
Owing to the question of maintenance on truck trails constructed by CCC in the State, it may be
that we shall lose one or more of the northern camps in the near future. I am enclosing a copy of
Mr. Evans letter of July 14th, which I wish you would treat as a confidential matter.
{Bridgton started at Me.-NH state line 6/19/37.}
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August 5, 1937. Ralph E. Billings to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Supplementary my letter of August 3rd.
Main and side trails between N. H.-Maine line have been completed.
Work will start on new section between Saddleback and Sugarloaf early in week of August 9th.
August 5, 1937. The Maine Appalachian Trail Club to A. R. Remmick, P. O. Bigelow
Village, Maine
Dear Sir:
We are sending you under separate cover some material pertaining to the Appalachian Trail in
Maine, adjacent to your Camp, which we trust you will be able to exhibit prominently, as it
should be of considerable Interest to the guests of your Camp. This material includes copies of
articles on the Trail in Western Maine from the Lewiston Journal of April 3rd and 10th, 1937,
and on the 266-mile Trail in Maine, which appeared in the Portland Telegram of June 27th, 1937.
We had previously sent you a copy of the second edition of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL IN MAINE and trust that you still have it available for exhibition. If not, please let us
know. We shall send you the third edition when it appears.
We shall send you, during the next two months, copies of an illustrated 32-page booklet (THE
SILVER AISLE) on the Trail in Maine.
Will you kindly tell people who inquire about these publications that they may be obtained from
The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D. C.
{This letter sent to Steele, Arnold Inn, Ledge House, West Carry Pond, W. F. Tracey, Bradeens,
Oliver Cobb, Sterling}
August 5, 1937. Myron Avery to Mrs. Agnes Dresser, Maine Publicity Bureau, Portland
Dear Mrs. Dresser:
We have your letter of July 28th, enclosing check for $l6.00 in payment of the 16 copies of
GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, previously sent you, for which we thank
you.
In case the New England Trail Conference has not written to you direct, we thought we had
better pass on to you the information which they have given us, that they had sold out all of their
Guides with the exception of a dozen which were sent to us to sell here.
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Accordingly, we regret to say that until the third edition is available, there is nothing that we can
furnish you with the exception of the article from the Lewiston Journal and the one from the
Portland Sunday Telegram which you have. We are forwarding to you copies of the booklet,
THE SILVER AISLE.
We would suggest that people who make inquiry for the Guidebook forward to us their names
and addresses so that we can send them notice as to the third edition. We understand that you
will let us know as your stock of the various items runs low so that we can keep your office as
well as the branch offices at York and Bar Harbor fully supplied with this material.
It is unnecessary for us to say how much we appreciate your interest and your cooperation.
August 6, 1937. Myron Avery to Roy Flynt
Dear Mr. Flynt:
In view of the fact that Augusta, Maine, is the only mailing address indicated on the booklet, The
Silver Aisle, and the likelihood of letters going to the Club at that address, we think it would be
desirable for you to check up again with the Post Office and see that the arrangements are still in
effect whereby the Post Office would forward any such letters to 901 Union Trust Building,
Washington, D. C., which would relieve our people in Maine of the burden of any such inquiries.
August 6, 1937. Myron Avery to J. F. Smith, Bangor & Aroostook Railroad
Dear Mr. Smith:
We understand from the publishers that your 1,000 copies of The Silver Aisle have gone forward.
We are pleased with the production and hope that it will be equally satisfactory to you.
We assume that for your records, you would want a bill in order to place this in line for payment,
and we have prepared and enclose such a bill in duplicate.
August 6, 1937. Myron Avery to Everett Greaton
Dear Mr. Greaton:
In keeping with your letter of August 2nd, we have arranged with the publishers to send your
1,000 copies of The Silver Aisle direct to you. We are pleased with the production and hope that
it will be satisfactory to you.
We assume that for your records, you would want a bill in order to place this in line for payment,
and we have prepared and enclose such a bill in duplicate.
August 6, 1937. J. F. Schairer, Secretary, Maine Appalachian Trail Club, to Edgar L.
Heermance, Chairman, New England Trail Conference
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Dear Mr. Heermance:
I understand that you are familiar with the struggles of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club during
the past two or three years to issue for free distribution a booklet on the Trail in Maine.
Thanks to the generosity of some of our friends who have been supporting the Trail project in the
State, we have been able to achieve our objective.
We feel that it would be most beneficial to have copies of this booklet reach the people on your
mailing list; that is, the officers of the various organizations that go to make up the New England
Trail Conference. We have sent you, under separate cover, 100 copies of the publication,
together with envelopes, which can be used for this purpose.
I trust that you can arrange to have your office mail out this booklet to your mailing list. If you
have an opportunity to make use of additional copies, we shall be very glad to supply them.
August 6, 1937. J. F. Schairer, Secretary, Maine Appalachian Trail Club, to George J.
Stobie, Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Game, Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Stobie:
With the aid of the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad, the Maine Appalachian Trail Club has
published for free distribution a 32- page booklet on The Appalachian Trail across Maine. We
have sent to you, under separate cover, some fifty copies of this booklet. It was our thought that,
since your Wardens are in contact with, campers, hunters and fishermen, and potential users of
the Trail, it would be very desirable to have this booklet reach your Chief and Deputy Wardens
so that they would be in a position to give authoritative information on the nature, location, and
route of the Trail.
We are asking, therefore, if you would cooperate with us in publicizing this recreational asset of
the State by mailing out these copies to the Chief and Deputy Wardens. If we have sent an
insufficient number of copies, we will be glad to supply more, if you will advise us.
We have sent you, under separate cover, envelopes which can be used for mailing out the booklet.
August 6, 1937. Ralph E. Billings to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have selected Arnold E. Davis of the Jefferson, Maine CCC Camp to be in charge of the work
on the Katahdin to Kennebec River section of the Trail.
This selection was made because of Davis' interest in out of door recreation and nature study. He
gets along exceptionally well with boys and is very active.
Travel orders went through today on Davis and four men from the Greenville camp.
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Mr. Leroy D, Cross' letter to you coincides with Mr. Brooks comments on the Trail from the
State line to Rangeley. They are finding very little to be done.
Thank you for the copy of Mr. Cross' letter.
August 6, 1937. Myron Avery to Frank Savage, Bemis Camps Inc., P. O. Oquossoc, Maine
Dear Mr. Savage:
I have your letter of July 28th and I appreciate this information, which I can incorporate in the
third edition of the Guidebook.
The suggestion which you make as to the route of the Trail so it would go along Bemis Mountain
is an excellent one. This route has been recommended by others familiar with the region and it is
really too bad that these suggestions could not have been considered when the CCC originally
put the route through. Perhaps, however, at a later date it would be possible to make the change.
It would help a great deal to have the camps directly on the route.
We appreciate your interest and although your camps are somewhat off of the Trail, we think
that, as the route becomes better known in western Maine, you will find an increasing number of
hikers coming in. It would be perhaps a good thing if you could put one of your signs where the
Trail crosses the road, so as to direct travelers to Camp Bemis.
I understand that the work on the road has been suspended.
August 7, 1937. Myron Avery to Ralph E. Billings
Dear Mr. Billings:
I am very much oblidged to you for your letter of August 3rd and appreciate your pains in
writing me so fully. I trust that there will be no delay on the part of the Corps area in proceeding
with the Sourdnehunk bridge, as this work is most urgently needed and I will be relieved to know
when it gets under way. I assume that the Patten Camp will still attend to it.
McNeil has done excellent work and I am sorry that he will not continue this summer. It may be
that there are other factors involved beside the financial situation. He has been with the trail
crews since 1935 and I doubt if he was particularly pleased with the assignment and perhaps felt
that he deserved something else. Last fall he had a tough time in the Gulf Hagas section. This
year’s arrangement, however, would seem to provide the best facilities in the way of food and
accommodations and be superior to what he experienced during the past years. I assume, of
course, that arrangements will be made for McNeil to train this new man by spending a day or so
with him. Summer is getting well along and I hope that these projects will be finally in full swing.
I am giving the correspondent for the Maine newspapers some information next week as to the
work.
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I agree with you most thoroughly in your suggestion that the improvement of the lean-tos
through the beds and latrines should be deferred, pending the completion of the other work. I
merely mentioned it as something which should be borne in mind. The essential is to complete
that section between Sugarloaf and Saddleback and get in the three lean-tos. I should like to see
it when it is finished in order to make sure that our Guidebook data reflects the actual
construction.
I appreciate very much your sending me the letter of July 14th, which, of course, I will treat
entirely as confidential. I had been, however, aware of these difficulties and apprehensive as to
what might develop. I note that the situation does not apply to the foot trail, as to which Mr.
Fechner authorized a special arrangement, approving the general, informal, non-written
authorization which Mr. Sewall secured from the land owners before work started in 1935. As a
matter of fact, I believe there is serious doubt as to the right of the land owner to shut off citizens
of the state from the use of these truck roads by reason of the so-called "great ponds colonial
ordinances”. As you probably know, these ordinances gave every "freeholder” access to a great
pond, which is over ten acres in extent, and sanctions trespass to reach the ponds for "fishing and
fowling". One of the State publications, I think it is the Special Water Resources Publication for
1913, collects the decisions. If the truck road led to a great pond, I seriously doubt if the land
owner could exclude the citizen from the use of the road, as the citizen is bound to take the route
which will cause the least damage. This probably already occurred to you, but you might want to
place the matter before your Attorney General, if it offers any solution of your problem. I would
be interested to know if this threatens the Greenville Camp or merely the Patten Camp. Some of
the people who know this area, I think, rather feel that they would be happy to see the truck road
stop at Trout Brook Farm rather than open up the country north of Katahdin.
I hope that while I am in Maine I may have the opportunity to see you. In the meanwhile, please
accept my very real thanks for your courteous attention to my numerous communications which
you understand grow out of my very real interest in this work.
We are sending you under separate cover the publication on the Trail in Maine, of which we
have had 6,000 printed. You will note the commendation of the CCC work.
August 7, 1937. Myron Avery to Ralph E. Billings
Dear Mr. Billings:
In your letter to me of August 3rd you wrote that you would be very glad to have me make direct
to the foremen of the Bridgton and Greenville Camps suggestions as to work which needed to be
done on the Trail and points of particular difficulty or things which needed to be watched out for,
with a view of avoiding having to trouble you in this connection and getting word to the foremen
quicker, when I know the sections that they are going to cover.
I assume that, in keeping with your directions, I will hear shortly from the foremen who will
keep me advised as to the work which they have done and their addresses and where they expect
to be so that I can get my suggestions to them a week or so in advance of their arrival in the
locality in which they are to work. I enclose a couple of carbons of this letter to save you the
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trouble of writing to the foremen, with my address given below, and I shall hope to hear shortly
where the Bridgton Camp is working and its itinerary, and from the Greenville Camp as soon as
it gets under way.
I shall be in Maine by August 20th or 21st, and perhaps earlier by reason of family illness. It
might be helpful if I could put in a day with the crew from the Bridgton camp, talking over trail
matters and perhaps going over a section which they had worked over. On train connections, I
think it would mean that the truck would have to meet me at Rumford or Farmington, depending
upon where the crew is working. I could change my date of arrival slightly, if it would
accommodate the crews. As the Greenville Camp will probably start from Katahdin, I doubt if I
could make contact with them. The section which I should prefer to cover, if the crew were
working on it, would be from Bigelow to the Kennebec River via the Dead River route.
August 9, 1937. William H. Myshrall, P. O. Box 42, Millinocket, Maine, to The Maine
Appalachian Trail Club. [Hand-written]
Dear Sirs:We have taken over the White House Camps on Pemadumcook Lake, formerly run by Joe
MacDonald. We will be glad to accommodate any of your parties coming this trail, etc. Also
please mail any literature in future to me.
August 9, 1937. Robert M. Hicks, Foreman C & M, Camp P-66, Bridgton, Maine, to Myron
Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Following your suggestion in your letter to Mr. R. E. Billings pertaining to the Appalachian Trail
over Sugarloaf. I am glad to report that I will meet Mr. Helon Taylor the first of this coming
week. I expect much information from him that will help me in my work. It would be very good
if Mr. Taylor could accompany me over the trail.
The crew has followed very accurately, the paint blazes so far along the trail, repainting many
and adding new ones where it would improve conditions along the route. So far the trail has been
adequately marked, so we have had very little difficulty in following it.
The trail cut by the Rangeley crew last year is in excellent condition and very pleasing to travel.
Old wood roads that are becoming grown in through lack of travel are perhaps our worst problem.
The trail between Surplus Pond and "C" Pond through the old cuttings is a good example of this.
Apparently there has been little or no travel over this section.
We met Walter S. Green and his son at "C” Pond, talking over conditions of the trail while eating
lunch.
Last week we covered the trail from Maine Highway 4, at Junction of Houghton Truck Trail,
north, passing Piazza Rock, and the caves and on over Saddleback. The weather was extremely
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foggy, but by using care we followed the cairns, new paint was spotted in between cairns as well
as old blazes freshened.
The location of Saddleback trail lean-to was very confusing. This no doubt will be made clear
after seeing Game Warden Taylor.
This next week we plan to start from Oberton Stream camping at East Water on Spaulding
Mountain, and working through the new construction on the slope of Sugarloaf, planning to
remain on the trail until it is finished at the sag at end of present construction.
Regarding suggestions from you about the trail work, I think that your letters could be sent to the
Bridgton Camp with better results than points along the trail. The truck is in camp nearly every
week-end. I surely would welcome any suggestions from you.
{Bridge, Mtn. Pond Road, Bemis, Four Ponds, Cairns Saddleback}
August 9, 1937. Myron Avery to Adelaide Meserve, Appalachian Mountain Club, Boston
Dear Miss Meserve:
As we think these items might he of considerable interest to Club members, we are asking if you
would insert the following in the next issue of your Bulletin:
The Appalachian Trail Conference (901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C.)
announces the publication of the following items:
THE SILVER AISLE - an illustrated 32-page booklet on The Appalachian Trail in Maine,
by Myron H. Avery;
SUPPLEMENT to AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY KATAHDIN (10¢), 4 pp.
Copies of The Silver Aisle will be sent gratis to Appalachian Mountain Club members
who forward postage (6¢).
We have sent to you 100 copies of THE SILVER AISLE for the Literature Table. Will you put a
copy in the Library?
{Same letter to Green Mtn. Club}
August 9, 1937. J. F. Smith, Bangor & Aroostook Railroad, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
We have not as yet received your bill for $100.00 to cover our contribution toward the
publication of The Appalachian Trail booklet.
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If you will forward same to us at your convenience, we shall be pleased to approve for
immediate payment.
August 10, 1937. Paul A. Heideke, Sec’y-Treasurer, Planoprinting, Washington, D.C., to
Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
With reference to your proposed book, “Guide to Appalachian Trails” containing 300 pages 4 ¾
x 6 in size {Saul’s quote 6 ½}, typewriting to be furnished by you, we to use a green velour
cover, binding to be stitched with a cloth backbone. We to fold and tip in 6 maps, we to
planograph one map 8 ½ x 11 in size to be tipped in. To be printed in black ink from typewriting
furnished by you printed on 13# Fraopaque Paper. 500 copies would cost $259.00. {$345 bid by
Sauls}
August 10, 1937. Arnold E. Davis, Camp Jefferson, North Whitefield, Maine, to
Appalachian Trail Conference
Dear Sirs:
I have been selected from the Jefferson C. C. Camp to supervise work on a portion of the
Appalachian Trail. Please send me any available pamphlets on the same. I am especially
interested in material written by Myron Avery.
August 10, 1937
Bangor and Aroostook Railroad Company, Bangor, Maine
In Account with
A. L. SAULS PLANOGRAPH COMPANY
909 E Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C.
_____________________________________________________________
To 1000 copies of THE SILVER AISLE
To Express

$100.00
3.84

Total

$103.84

(Send check to Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C.)
August 10, 1937
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Maine Development Commission, Augusta, Maine
In Account with
A. L. SAULS PLANOGRAPH COMPANY
909 E Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C.
_____________________________________________________________
Printing Cost of 1000 copies of THE SILVER AISLE sent to
Maine Development Commission, Augusta, Maine
To Express

$ 25.00
3.81

Total

$ 28.81

(Send check to Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C.)
August 10, 1937. Alice Forster, Secretary, Little Brown & Company, Publishers, Boston,
Mass., to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you for your letter and article which you would like to have published in the 1938 Maine
Edition of THE OLD FARMER’S ALMANAC.
Mr. Scaife is at present on vacation, but I shall call the matter to his attention as soon as he
returns.
Our editorial material for all editions of the 1938 Almanac has been prepared for some time and
at the present time we have open in the Maine Edition only two advertising pages. However, in
the event that ads. are not secured for both of these pages at the time our forms close, we may be
able to use your article on MAINE’S TRAIL, which I think is a very interesting one.
August 10, 1937. A. L. Sauls Planograph Co. Invoice
Maine Appalachian Trail Club
901 Union Trust Bldg.
Washington, D. C.
Shipped to Mr. M. H. Avery
6000 Copies

32-page

Booklet—Silver Aisle
Packing for Shipment
Express charges

$320.00
7.50
14.26
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8/17/37 – 2 Checks $100.00 + $50.00

$341.76
150.00

Balance

$191.76

REMIT TO WASHINGTON, D. C.
August 10, 1937. Earl W. Perham, Long Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron Works, Maine, to
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club, 901 Union Trust Bldg., Washington, D. C.
Dear Sir:
Your letter at hand; we have not received any material regarding the Trails and since buying
Long Pond Camps we cannot find the 2nd. edition of the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in
Maine and we would be pleased to have one sent. We shall be very glad to tell any one inquiring
where they may obtain the copies.
Trusting it is not too late for our name to go in the new edition instead of Yorks.
P. S. We have made many improvements since buying, new beds and mattresses, new boats, a
new wharf, etc. and would be very glad to have the Appalachians at any time.
August 11, 1937. George Stobie, Commissioner of Inland Fisheries & Game, to J. F.
Schairer, Secretary, Maine Appalachian Trail Club
Dear Sir:
We are very glad to distribute the copies of the Appalachian Trail booklets which you are
sending us.
August 12, 1937. W. A. Hennessy, Bangor Chamber of Commerce, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
My compliments to you for The Silver Aisle which I received this morning and which is most
interesting as have been all your articles on Katahdin and the “trail”. The increasing number of
inquiries for Katahdin information show the constant gain in popularity of this premier State of
Maine attraction and your stories have played a chief part in extending this interest.
August 12, 1937. Edgar Heermance, Chairman, New England Trail Conference, to J. F.
Schairer, Sec. Maine Appalachian Trail Club
Dear Mr. Schairer:
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Mr. Avery’s pamphlet is a fine piece of work, and we shall be glad to send copies to our
constituent members. They can go out in connection with a mimeographed report we are about to
send.
August 12, 1937. Ralph E. Billings to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you for the two letters dated August 7th. I have sent Mr. Brooks the copy enclosed for
him and have asked him to make arrangements with you as to a meeting point on your
forthcoming visit to Maine. I hope that I shall be able to see you during this visit but for the past
few weeks, plans do not seem to be of much permanence.
Approval for a side camp at Sourdnahunk Falls was received today, and woven wire suitable for
a guard rail will be ordered this afternoon. It is our plan to give this first priority on the Patten
schedule, because of the probability of losing the Patten Camp.
If Maine should lose three camps in the reduction program, now imminent, no doubt Greenville
would be the third camp to go, as our program there is affected by our inability to obtain a
maintenance agreement from the land owners or the State.
There is about seven months work at this camp on State owned land, fish rearing pools at
Kokadjo, Lily Bay and Squaw Mountain, that we hope to be able to complete.
I find your reference to the Special Water Resources Publication very interesting and will obtain
a copy of it.
From the attitude of our Attorney General at the recent meeting of Timberland Owners, it did not
appear that he was over anxious to help in the solution of the maintenance problem that affects
the road work in our Northern Camps. Land owners were for the most part willing to give
easements or right of way deeds across their land, but maintenance of these roads for public use
they felt to be a State responsibility. I feel that none of them have the slightest objections to the
Appalachian Trail.
{A copy of your letter was also sent to Arnold Davis at Camp Jefferson.}
August 12, 1937. Harrie B. Coe, Maine Publicity Bureau, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have just received the copy of “The Silver Aisle”.
Is this being distributed by the Maine Appalachian Trail Club and where is their office in
Augusta? The purpose of this letter is to let you know that we would like to have one hundred or
more copies of the publication to give to people who write or call for information on hiking
through Maine.
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As you know we haven’t very much money to spend in this way but perhaps I can dig up a little
something.
August 12, 1937. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have good news for you this time. I met Mr. Hicks (foreman of the Bridgton C. C. C. crew) last
Mon. and had a good long talk with him. Then Tues. I went with him and his crew from
Reddington Pond to the last water near Spaulding Mt., 8 miles from Bigelow Village. They are
camping there and working both ways. They also intend to build a shelter there and over at last
water going from Bigelow Village to Sugarloaf, 1.85 m. out from Bigelow.
Mr. Hicks seems like a very efficient foreman and he surely has a crew of husky lads, they are
well equipped for tools, each man has his job and they seem to take pride in their work. I can see
where we get ahead some this year.
I will measure the graveled road in Dead River. The turn left at 1.4 m. from highway 16 is the
same, then strike graveled road at about 1.60 m.—pass a saw mill on the right soon after—then
turn right—lumber camp about 100 yds. to left. I will measure the distance with my car and let
you know the exact distance soon.
As to the signs I will get together with Hutchins and see what we can do. We need one where
the Dead River and Arnold trails come together. I have one that can be altered for that. One at
Bigelow Village pointing toward Dead River and 2 at Reddington Pond pointing both ways. The
others are all O.K. except that the one at Bigelow pointing to Sugarloaf has been pulled down
several times and is in rather bad condition.
Hope to have more to write in a few days.
Extract sent Brooks Bridgton Camp
Extract sent Billings
August 13, 1937. Myron Avery to Robert M. Hicks, Foreman, C. &. M. Camp P-66,
Bridgton, Maine
Dear Mr. Hicks:
I appreciate very much your writing me in detail as to conditions on the Trail which you have
found. I am glad to know that you will let me hear from you frequently, so that I may pass on to
you the suggestions which we may have and information which may help in connection with
your work. At the present moment I rather think that what I can say will be more in the nature of
questions as to certain localities which probably you have had adequately taken care of, but I
should like to know the situation and hence I am making the inquiries.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine –1937 - Transcribed by David Field - Page

155

Helen Taylor is a splendid fellow and I hope that nothing will prevent his getting in touch with
you, as he can show you exactly the route on Sugarloaf and through the lumber cuttings. What
happened there last year may have complicated matters.
To facilitate travel, it would be my suggestion that you first have the entire trail route marked
with paint blazes and then concentrate on the clearing up of the uncompleted sections. The
marking is very essential. I do not know whether there will be any opportunity to open up the
side route toward Elephant. In view of the work required in connection with the three lean-tos, I
rather doubt if there would still be time.
I assume that you are supplied with the carbon copy of the typewritten trail description. If you
have noticed any errors or there are any changes since the description was made, it would help us
very much if you could let me know about them, so that we can make the changes before the
third edition of the Guidebook appears.
We sent to the Superintendent several copies of the booklet on the Trail in Maine and we assume
that you have received these. If you have use for additional copies, let us know and we will
forward them. I am sure that from the Trail description as well as from what Mr. Taylor can tell
you, you can identify the localities where we hope to have the three lean-tos built. As you can
appreciate, it is very important that, if there are any changes from the Guidebook description, etc.,
we know of them in order to correct the publication.
Late last fall I made up a list of suggestions for 1937 work. I assume that you probably received
these but in any event, I am enclosing the list.
There are a number of questions which I would like to ask.
1. In one direction the Trail for about five miles from the Maine-New Hampshire Line east had
not been painted. Did you notice this and were the paint blazes put in?
2. Were you able to make any improvement to make more plain the Trail where it goes into the
Grafton Notch lean-tos from the highway?
3. On Saddleback a great many additional cairns are needed on the whole, about two cairns
between every existing set. If these were not put in, I assume that it can be done at a later time.
for the cairns are only needed when the fog is over the mountain and to be effective they really
need to be close together.
4. What was the situation between Long Pond and Maine Highway 4? The route in there had
only been roughly blazed and the logs never cut out. By reason of the dead timber. this was in
very bad shape. Did the lumbering or the extension of the truck road cause any interference with
the Trail and does the route still leave the top of the rise on the road, when one is going west? I
should imagine that considerable work would have been required in this area.
5. The section from Mountain Brook to Surplus Pond is one of the newest links, having been
finished just last fall, and it was hardly adequately marked, and like all of these lumbered areas,
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represents a very difficult maintenance problem. Is your crew equipped with a type of tool which
does a fairly good job in clearing out this small growth?
6. When you leave Maine Highway 5 and go up Black Brook, there is a difficult turn at the old
dam up a steep bank to the camps. We had thought that there should be a lumber road up the
north side of the brook which would avoid this crossing. but we were never able to locate it.
7. The small growth along Bemis Brook should have made quite a bit of work.
8. Was the bridge over the chasm on Frye Brook, which I understood had been torn away,
repaired?
I assume that you have all that you need in the way of paint and markers. It was our expectation
that all of the paint blazes, not merely those that had faded, would be renewed, so that we would
gain the benefit of the second coat and the longer life on all of the blazes, even though they had
not reached the stage of beginning to disappear. This would postpone our maintenance problems
after the CCC activity ended. If you have only followed the practice so far of renewing obscure
blazes, on the remainder of the work I think it highly desirable that all the blazes be painted. This
particularly applies to some sections between Maine Highway 4 and the top of Saddleback where
the original painting in 1935 was badly done.
I assume that Mr. McNeil told you about the double blaze which we use as a warning - not for
every turn but only for one where the route might be overlooked when the Trail takes a sharp or
unexpected turn and does something which is not particularly obvious.
The black paint which we sent you is for the getting rid of paint blazes which are badly placed.
While we try to follow the ideal of having a blaze visible from one to the other and perhaps
fortified by two sets of blazes at important turns, in case one should be lost, if too many blazes
are in sight or all bunched up together, it gives the trail a disfiguring appearance. Rather than
chop them off, we find that the easiest way is to use the black paint.
As you go by the lean-tos, you will note that practically all of them need boughs. The matter of
building the latrines will probably have to wait until another year.
I think that Mr. Taylor has cleared the section around West Carry Pond where the route has been
obliterated by lumbering. There are, however, some developments on Bigelow which may
require re-marking and I think that a part of the Trail has been made into a gravel road by the
lumber company. If you do not have tools for coping with this small hardwood growth, the Trail
Conference could borrow some weeders which are used for this purpose and send them to you.
I have written Mr. Billings, suggesting that if he would let me know your schedule, I could
perhaps join you for a day. It might be helpful for me to go over some of your work with you. If
on receipt of this you could let me know what your arrangements will be for the last of next
week, I could see how I might fit this into my plans. I judge that you would have to meet me at
either Rumford or Farmington and then we could go to the area in which you are working.
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I have written you quite at length, in the main dealing with matters that have probably received
full attention from your crew. We are, however, greatly interested in the Trail program and, due
to the shift in camps and foremen, we wanted to make sure that these various angles in
connection with the Maine work had come to your attention. If some of them have not been fully
cared for, you can perhaps find an opportunity at the end of the season.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Arnold E. Davis, who I understand is in charge of the section
from Katahdin to the Kennebec River.
I am counting on the pleasure of seeing you in the very near future.
August 13, 1937 Myron Avery to Arnold E. Davis, Camp Jefferson, North Whitefield,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Davis:
Assistant Forester R. E. Billings has written me that you have been placed in charge of the crew
to do the Trail work between Katahdin and the Kennebec. Mr. Billings has spoken most highly
of your qualifications and interest in the work. I am sure that you will find it a very rewarding
experience.
Mr. Billings has suggested that I write to you direct, giving you the benefit of any observations
which occur to me in connection with the Trail. There has also come to my attention your letter
to the Trail Conference, asking for literature. This material has been sent to the Camps at various
intervals and should be available there. However, we have sent additional copies of the articles,
etc., relating to the Trail in Maine and also a defective copy of the Guidebook. This copy has
several pages in the back of the book out of order, but you will not be needing to use that section.
I am also enclosing copy of letter to Foreman Hicks which will cover many points that I might
have otherwise mentioned to you.
It is my understanding that you are to commence work at the summit of Katahdin and go west,
winding up the season building a lean-to at the highest spring on the east side of Moxie Bald
Mountain at the site of the old Hollingsworth and Whitney Camp. Incidentally, the summit of
Moxie Bald requires more clearing and much more intensive marking. Near the Pond the old
white paint blazes on the abandoned route should be finally painted out with black paint, as the
two markings cause confusion.
I assume that when you have received the Guidebook, you will be able to determine your
itinerary. It will be a very great help to us if you will check this Guidebook most carefully in the
field, letting us know of any errors in description, omissions, and particularly any changes or
developments. I will not have an opportunity to travel that section of the Trail prior to the
appearance of the third edition and I should like to depend upon you to check this data accurately
and carefully, so that I may he assured of its correctness when we issue the third edition this fall.
I am sending you under separate cover the latest blueprint of the map from Katahdin to East
Branch and in the Bodfish Siding area. The other maps are practically unchanged.
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Since the publication of the Guidebook, a material change was made in the Trail around
Rainbow Lake. I have sent under separate cover typewritten copies of the sections of the Trail
description which have been revised. These typed copies will take the place of corresponding
sections in the book. It is my understanding that you will not only clear the main trail but the
blue-blazed trail.
Dealing specifically with the territory that you will cover, your painting will start at the summit
of Katahdin and it is my understanding that you will renew all the paint blazes and replace
markers which have become obliterated or faded, so that they are no longer readable. In
renewing markers, slightly less than half an inch of the nail should protrude, as you will notice.
I presume that instruction will have been given you by Mr. McNeil as to the method employed in
marking. This is the most important feature of the Trail work. We want the route adequately
marked in a fashion which is not carelessly done, with too many blazes in some places and not
enough where it is difficult to blaze. The marking should be a credit to the Trail and with a little
practice can be made so.
More blazes will be needed on the lower end of the Hunt Trail. From the Penobscot River to
Rainbow, double blazes are needed for many of the turns from wood road into trail, etc. From
Clifford's Camps to Rainbow Lake Dam, there will be a lot of small growth to remove. The Joe
Mary Trail should be gone over.
The section which requires work more than any other will be from Berry's Camps and the East
Branch of Pleasant River to White Cap. This has never been thoroughly done and both the
marking and the clearing will require considerable work. Due to the swampy section of Trail, it
is difficult to maintain. Another point to be investigated is whether or not the marking on the old
route down White Brook has been taken out with black paint when the new Trail was put in.
Between Blanchard and Monson the Trail has a devious route across a small chopping. I think
with a little work that this could be materially improved and straightened. I do not know whether
it will mean any change in the Guidebook description but you could advise me as to that later. In
Blanchard and going through Monson where the Trail follows the straight away, there are
obviously too many paint blazes on the telephone poles. It makes the whole marking system look
absurd. I think in this locality when you repaint those blazes, it would be well to paint out with
black paint at least every other one and possibly more on the section where the trail follows such
a long right of way. The matter of painting an A.T. monogram was just the whim of the painter.
It is entirely all right to do so if you care to, but pains must be taken that they are not too large. It
is very important that your blazes be long and narrow, approximately 6 inches by 2 inches.
Unless my plans are materially changed, I expect to have an opportunity to check over the Trail
work as far as Rainbow Dam Outlet the first week in September.
Because of the use of the Trail at Katahdin, I think it important that your work should start at that
end. I had understood that it would begin there in any event. If you find any evidence of broken
signs or signs missing at important intersections, I wish you would make a note and advise us so
that we can arrange for their replacement.
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There are in the letter which I have written to Mr. Hicks undoubtedly suggestions which will be
of help to you, and I am also sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Hicks, as it contains matters
which I did not mention to him.
Please feel perfectly free to call on us for any suggestions or information or material which you
need. I am anxious to keep in close touch with your work and I would appreciate your letting me
know when you start and your progress as well as conditions along the route.
I enclose a list of work to be done by the Greenville Camp which was prepared late last year. Of
course, nothing can be done at the East Branch of Pleasant River.
We are very proud of the Trail in Maine and I am sure that the work by yourself and Mr. Hicks
this summer will supply the finishing touches to the finest trail system in any state.
{Mileage numerals and arrows should be carefully repainted.}
August 14, 1937. Harry P. Packard, Four Ponds Camp Ass’n., Ridlonville, Maine, to The
Maine Appalachian Trail Club
Gentlemen:
Your letter of July 27th has been received. We haven’t been receiving your publications due
probably to the fact that the address is Box 292, Ridlonville, Me. instead of Oquossoc.
We have had a number of inquiries concerning this trail and have given what information we
could.
Would be very glad to exhibit in the camps any publications which might be of interest to the
people occupying them.
August 16, 1937. Leon P. Brooks, Principal Foreman, Camp P-66, Bridgton, Maine, to
Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
Reference is made to a copy of your letter of August 7, sent to Mr. Billings.
The Bridgton crew, under the supervision of Foreman Hicks, have been out on the trail for two
weeks, including last week-end, therefore they are coming back out on August 20th to take the
remainder of the week off to compensate for the overtime worked. They will return to the trail on
Monday, August 23rd, at a point near the Ledge House.
If agreeable, and convenient with you, you could come to Bridgton and go up with the crew or
meet them at Farmington about Monday noon.
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The trail was completed to Bigelow Station on August 14, including the two miles of new
construction. The present plan is to complete the trail then return and build the shelters.
[Note: This is the official notification of the completion of the Appalachian Trail.]
Any suggestions that you may see fit to offer will be carried out by Foreman Hicks.
May we hope to see you on the 23rd of August?
P. S. It would be well to telegraph me as to the time and place of your arrival.
August 16, 1937. Myron Avery to Earl W. Perham, Long Pond Camps
Dear Mr. Perham:
We have received your letter of August 10, 1937. We note that you have not received any of the
material relating to the Trail, particularly the newspaper articles which were sent some time ago.
Probably the reason is that the reprints were addressed personally to Mr. York and received by
him. We are sending you additional copies under separate cover. We regret to say that the second
edition of the Maine Guide is exhausted and that we are unable to forward one to you. We had
not known of your acquisition of the Long Pond Camps, but as the third edition will not appear
until fall, there is time to make this change, which we are proceeding to do. We understand that
your mail address and other arrangements continue the same.
Mr. York wrote us last fall that he greatly appreciated the patronage and the visits of the people
who are traveling the Trail. We trust that this same pleasant arrangement will continue. We are
sending to you direct several copies of The Silver Aisle, a booklet descriptive of the Trail.
I hope to have an opportunity to see you at your Camps next summer. I doubt if I will be in that
vicinity this summer.
August 16, 1937. Myron Avery to Gordon Hunt, Rangeley, Maine
Dear Gordon:
It is good to have your letter of August 10th. I have thought about you frequently this summer
and would have written long before, except that I have been pressed very hard with matters of all
sorts since our Trail Conference and meeting in the Great Smokies in July and the absolutely
necessary jobs have taken precedence.
Before now you will have received a package of The Silver Aisle booklets which were mailed
direct to you. Considering our limited resources, we feel that this is a rather fair job of publicity.
The Maine Development Commission has taken 1,000 to distribute, as has the Bangor and
Aroostook Railroad.
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You know, of course, that we want to publicize the Trail in every possible way and as soon as I
can make mailing arrangements, I will get a hundred copies off to you. I shall send them to you
direct.
The situation with respect to our Guide is a little difficult. The edition has been sold out and I
doubt if we can find any copies. What I can do is to enclose some of the maps and at least a
typewritten description of the Trail in the western part of the State. The present edition is really
not of as much use as the typewritten manuscript, for as you know, much of the Trail was cut
since then and several changes made. As soon as the CCC work for the summer is finished, we
are getting out a new edition. If by any chance it should slip my mind to see that you get copies
for yourself and the Bureau, please have no hesitation in reminding me of them.
I was very glad that they were able to get the Trail work started again, although it is a bit late. I
am hoping that nothing will prevent the building of the three shelters on the sites which we had
in mind.
I rather doubt if I will be able to get to Rangeley, although I would like to spend a day with
Hicks and the crew on the Trail. My mother is critically ill this summer and I expect to leave for
Lubec within three or four days. Please remember me to all of my friends in Rangeley, especially
to Sylvia. If any of the reprints of the article on the Trail in western Maine would be of help, let
us know. I have put some in. Just as Helon looks after the area around Bigelow, I think that the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club should make you a member and have you act as sort of a
representative at Rangeley in the way of having available, information, booklets, etc. Let me
know if you require anything. We will appreciate your fixing up the sign situation.
{Sent by express Aug. 17th.}
August 17, 1937. Myron Avery to William H. Myshrall, White House Camps, Millinocket,
Maine
Dear Mr. Myshrall:
Your letter of August 9, 1937, has come to our attention. As we are in the process of revising
Guide to the Appalachian Trail In Maine to issue the third edition, we are very glad to know of
this change. The visits of the Trail Club parties to the Pemadumcook Lake Camps have always
been very pleasant and I am glad to know that this relationship will continue.
I assume that you have available the second edition of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine
which we sent to the Camp; also the copies of the booklet, THE SILVER AISLE, recently
mailed out together with the newspaper items. In the event that these were received by Mr.
Macdonald and did not go to the Camp, if you will send a note to Miss Marion Park, Assistant
Secretary, The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, this literature will be
mailed to you.
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We will not be able to send you a copy of the Guidebook until it is re-issued. Will you kindly
advise if we have not correctly read your name from your letter. We are changing our mailing list
so that in the future the literature will come to you.
It was Mr. Macdonald's practice each year to make sure that the blue-blazed side trail leading
down to his Camps was properly cleared out and the marking intact. We hope you will make a
point of attending to this early each year, so that parties coming along the Trail will not
experience any difficulty in finding your Camps. I think that there is a sign at the junction of the
Appalachian Trail and the blue-blazed side trail. I hardly expect to be able to get as far down the
Trail as your Camps this year but I trust that I will have the pleasure of seeing you at some future
occasion.
August 17, 1937. Myron Avery to Harry E. Packard, Four Ponds Camp Association
Dear Mr. Packard:
We have received your letter of August 14th and are glad to know your correct address.
Inasmuch as we had been informed that Oquossoc was your mail address and it has been so
indicated in some of the articles on the Trail, it probably would be very desirable for you to ask
the Postmistress at Oquossoc to forward any inquiries to you. Otherwise, they may not be
received.
As the literature which we sent you recently, including articles from the Lewiston Evening
Journal, were returned to us, we are now forwarding these publications to you at Ridlonvllle,
together with copies of a booklet on the Trail. I recall last year writing you on one or two
occasions in connection with your Camps without receiving any reply. As this western section of
the Trail becomes better known and more traveled, as your camps are on the route of the Trail,
there should be increasing patronage from this source. The sporting camps proprietors have,
without exception, told us that they have welcomed the additional patronage coming from the
Trail and the facilities which it afforded.
We will send you, when it appears, a copy of the third edition of Guide to the Appalachian Trail
in Maine, now in the course of preparation.
I take it that mail sent to Ridlonvllle would reach you probably even if you were at your Camps.
If you have use for any additional copies of the literature which we have sent to you, please
advise us.
Under what name do you wish us to list the Camps in the Guide? As the Four Ponds Camp
Association, or as Packard's Camps? I wish you would let me know definitely about this. I
enclose a rough draft of the Trail description for the section of Trail in your vicinity. If there are
any additions or corrections, please advise me.
August 18, 1937. A. L. Sauls, A. L. Sauls Planograph Co., to Myron Avery
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Dear Mr. Avery:
This will confirm quotations given you for reprint on your Silver Aisle Booklet, as follows:
1,000 copies

$42.50

2,000 copies

$70.00

delivered to your office in Washington.
August 18, 1937. Marion Park to E. C. Burnard, Acting City Editor, Portland Press Herald,
Portland, Maine
Dear Mr. Burnard:
Referring to the photographs which you have been publishing in the Portland Press Herald, I am
enclosing herewith twenty-one additional, as follows:
By Mark Taylor:
Climbing Katahdin by the Hunt Trail.
By George Fox:
1. A view of Grafton Notch.
3. A view of Baldpate.
12. Grafton Notch in 1890.
16. Looking south toward Old Speck.
By John P. Fox:
2. Old Speck from Me. Highway 26.
4. View of Sunday River White Cap.
6. Example of White Pine Forest, known as Lovers’ Lane.
7. Northwest of Andover.
9. Baldpate.
10. Twin domes of Baldpate.
11. From the East Peak of Baldpate.
13. Old fashioned stump fence.
14. Roxbury Pond or Ellis Lake.
15. Lovers’ Lane, typical white pine growth.
17. Roxbury Pond or Ellis Lake.
18. Dunn’s Falls.
19. Cascades of Dunn’s Falls.
20. Upper Falls, Dunn’s Notch.
22. Twin Falls of Minnesota and Minnehaha.
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24. Cascades of Dunn’s Falls.
If you can use any of these pictures, we shall appreciate your check for those used, and the return
of the photographs when you have finished with them.
August 18, 1937. Myron Avery to Harrie B. Coe, Maine Publicity Bureau
Dear Mr. Coe:
Thank you for your letter of August 12th. It is pleasing to know that THE SILVER AISLE has
met with the approval of such an experienced publicity man as yourself.
At your suggestion, we have written direct to Mrs. Dresser on the matter of exhibiting our
Guidebooks (which are now exhausted), newspaper articles, etc. On July 21st we wrote her that
out of our limited supply, we had sent her 100 copies of THE SILVER AISLE. You will
appreciate our struggles to issue this publication. Since it was put out here and we have volunteer
assistance, while we put the Augusta address--for obvious reasons--on the booklet, the letters
sent to Augusta would come on here to 901 Union Trust Building.
You will recall the copy of my letters to Greaton of July 24 and 31, 1937, in which I mentioned
that extra runs of 1,000 could be had for $25.00 and suggested then that his and your
organizations could appear as the producers also. I mention this now only for the purpose of
being sure that you recall that we did not proceed with a Maine publicity venture without
keeping you informed. Apart from that, you have helped us in so many ways that we should be
derelict to do otherwise. The printer has kept the plates. He would now charge $42.70 to run
1,000 copies and $70.00 for 2,000.
Mr. Greaton decided to take 1,000. I appreciate that the final product may be better than seemed
probable from our quotation. If you find that you can now order a supply, we will arrange with
the printer. They, of course, could be stamped "Distributed by Maine Publicity Bureau”.
Copy to Mr. Greene Mr. Flynt
August 18, 1937. R. W. Noyes, Syracuse, N. Y., to Myron Avery. [Hard-to-read hand-written]
Dear Avery:
On Sunday, Aug. 15, Don Clough of Providence, R. I., David Hempstead, of Bucksport, Maine,
and I climbed Barren Mt. via the Appalachian Trail. Here is my log, “EST:
Lv Clough’s (Side of Lake Onawa) 6:35
Lv Drew’s Landing (Long Pond Stream) 7:05
Lv Slugundy Falls 8:20
Lv Trail abreast slate ledges 9:15
Ar Copper Plate (Summit) 10:16
Ar Cloud Pond 11:08 (Lunch)
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Lv Cloud Pond 11:20
Ar Copper Plate 12:00
Lv Copper Plate 12:15
Lv Drew’s Landing 3:09
Ar Clough’s 3:23
Ar Pension II (my place), E shore of Lake Onawa 3:45
My diary reads: “The trail was plainly marked and we had no difficulty following it. The ascent
of Barren proper, on the N side, is fairly steep,--not gradual, as we had guessed it might be.”
The only obscurity, one which puzzled us all for a minute, was at the Brown place. On the way
to Barren, at the N end of the Brown place, there appear to be alternative routes, the left being
the trail. Probably the right leads thru the stream, altho we did not investigate.
August 21, 1937. Myron Avery to Gordon Hunt, Acting Foreman, CCC Camp, Rangeley,
Maine
Dear Gordon:
I am writing to tell you of a trip to sections of the Appalachian Trail which will be made by a
party from the Torrey Botanical Club of New York. A copy of their booklet will be mailed to
you. The trip is described on pages 20 and 21. The leader of this party, Mr. Torrey, was one of
the original workers on the Appalachian Trail project. He is Chairmen of the New York-New
Jersey Trail Conference, which is a federation of the clubs in those states maintaining the Trail.
Mr. Torrey runs a column, The Long Brown Path, in the New York Post, and has written many
books on out-of-door subjects. His present interest is primarily in the botany of this section, his
specialty being lichens. So far as I know, there have not been any botanical parties working over
these mountains and their trip may be productive of some interesting finds.
I have suggested to Mr. Torrey that he get in touch with you and it may be that you will find it
convenient or possible to have someone go along with his party on that particular day to point
out the country. This would make their trip of much more interest. Mr. Torrey is in a position to
attract considerable attention to this region and I am hoping that his visit to these peaks will be
satisfactory in every way. Anything which the Camp can do in this connection will be a real help
to the Trail project.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Helon Taylor, with the thought that he may be able to
arrange to go up on Bigelow with the party, or in any event can see Mr. Torrey when he gets in
to Stratton. 1 have sent a copy of this letter to Mr. Torrey and I am asking him to let both you
and Helon know when he is to arrive and where he is going to stay at both places.
August 23, 1937. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
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I have blue blazed the side trail at West Carry Pond from the A.T. to the camps. It is ¼ th mile
and we put up a rough sign at the junction. I have been over the trail from Reddington Pond to
Bigelow Village. Mr. Hick’s crew did a wonderful job of clearing and the trail is now complete,
but the marking is not so good. There is not any paint blazes where the trail leaves the Orbeton
for about 300 yards and it is very sketchy from there to where the trail leaves the logging works
above the 9 mile mark. From there through to Bigelow it is fairly plain. Maybe they intend to
do some more in this section. If not, I will paint it later. I put up 2 painted signs at where trail
leaves the old railroad bed at Reddington and about 25 markers between there and Bigelow.
The situation at Dead River is rather bad right at present. I was over it yesterday. See description
on other sheet. Now there is two ways to get around this. I can go over it every week or so and
keep it marked as best I can along tractor roads and drag roads and I think by this fall they will
be finished along the main trail. As it is now it would bother a stranger to follow.
Or, I could measure and mark the other (the Parsons) trail and we could use that for present and
do away with the alternate trail on Little Bigelow. Then the main trail and alternate trail would
come together at Dead River P. O. The Parsons trail will not be bothered by present operations.
The alternate trail will be harder to keep in shape as it crosses the works where the main trail
goes parallel with tractor roads which are good walking. Impossible to follow old trail in places.
Let me know what you think.
These lumber works may be interesting and if you think best I will try to keep the old trail open.
P. S. Received Silver Aisle O.K.
August 23, 1937. REPORT ON AT IN MAINE BETWEEN BIGELOW VILLAGE AND
GRAFTON NOTCH (GOING SOUTH) [By Kilpatrick party?]
Bigelow Village to top of Sugarloaf trail in good condition and well marked. The two miles of
blazed but uncut trail between Sugarloaf and Spaulding is easy to follow and presents no
difficulties. The going is not at all hard. From top of Spalding to Redington Pond is the most
difficult stretch of trail in the entire Maine portion covered by this report to follow owing to very
insufficient marking. It follows chiefly old lumber roads, with many doubtful turns unmarked.
An occasional AT symbol in blue pencil on old axe blazes were of vital assistance, but many
more would have been welcome. This entire section should be carefully gone over and marked.
Redington Pond Lumber Camps are operated by Mr. A. B. Sargent (not Savage as stated in
Lewiston Journal article), and afford splendid overnight accommodations. There is a large tworoom cabin a short mile off the trail with two comfortable double beds in each room, newly
equipped with mattresses and bedding. Meals at the cook-house of the camp, (right on the trail)
are excellent, ample and cheap. From here on, the open shelters should be depended on.
Packard’s Camp is apparently often not open; Learned’s Camp is apt to be closed in August.
We found the shelters excellent in every way with the exception of the roofs, which are covered
with slabs, often with good sized cracks, which would certainly let in ample rain; this applies
especially to Elephant Mt. Shelter, and in a lesser degree to the others.
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Trail well marked from Redington Pond to about one-half mile below summit of Saddleback,
where all markings (cairns and paint) ceased, and a short stretch of thick scrub in a gully showed
no evidence of a passage. After working past this point by compass (in dense fog) we met a CCC
crew going north, having come from Mahoosuc Notch. They have probably rectified this short
stretch of unmarked and uncut trail.
After leaving fire tower on Saddleback, going south, there is considerable difficulty in finding
the start of trail down due to insufficient markers and an error in the Guide Book. Page 109
(1936 edition) line 7, should read “skirting to right of scrub", not left. Also, line 20, should be "to
right of small bog", not left. We spent the night at Eddy Pond Shelter, which is quite good and
might well be maintained in addition to Piazza Rock.
Beyond Route 4, some additional markers are needed along the more recently completed part of
the "Truck Trail", and especially where the old trail leaves the part now under construction. Trail
should eventually be relocated here, if possible, to get it off the Truck Trail, which is a wide
gravel road.
At crossing of Route 17, there is a very faulty sign "Elephant Mt. Shelter 3.92 mi.", the correct
distance being 5.62 mi., as given in Guide book. Elephant Mt. Shelter has considerable slash
surrounding it, which is a fire hazard, and should be cleaned up. A sign on the main trail pointing
to the Shelter would be advisable, as it lies well to one side across a bog; the side trail is
inconspicuous, and it might easily be missed in bad weather.
At point designated as 7.08 m., page 115, line 5, our party dropped packs and bushwhacked up
the nearest peak of Elephant Mt., back blazing as we went, and doing likewise on the way down,
so that from this lumber clearing there is a roughly blazed route (but easily followed in both
directions) to the top, where by climbing a conspicuous dead pine tree a good view is obtained.
We feel that certain portions of this route could probably be improved upon if a definite trail
were to be cut, but on the whole it is fairly satisfactory. The scrub on top is low, but would
necessitate the construction of a low wooden tripod for outlook. The round trip, blazing both
ways and spending about 20 min. on top, took 4 1/4 hours.
P. 115, paragraph 3, lumber camps at 7.85 m. are in excellent condition and would afford
perfectly good shelter.
After crossing Highway 5, the distance to Squirrel Rock lean-to is given in Lewiston Journal
article as 4.15 m. This should be rechecked, as it hardly seems over two, and in fact, is reached
soon after passing the 2-mile mark. It might be well to recheck all the mileages in this section, as
they seemed very short. (We did not see any 3-mile mark at all, but may have missed it.)
In Lewiston Journal, Article, Apr. 10, just under map (column A) the word "descends”, line 2,
should be "ascends”, reading “the trail ascends steadily, etc."
Summarizing: We found this portion of the AT in Maine delightful (in spite of hot weather and
black flies. The brooks along the way are many and cool, with deep pools that more than
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compensate!) The trail on the whole is in good condition, with the slight exceptions noted above,
and the shelters are charming in every way. We met no one hiking the trail nor at any shelter.
August 25, 1937. Roger Scaife, Vice President, Little, Brown & Company, Boston, to
Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
The little article for THE OLD FARMER'S ALMANAC came in during my vacation and
yesterday was the first opportunity I had to go over it. It strikes me as extremely interesting and,
of course, we shall want to use it.
Unfortunately, it cannot go into the body of the book, but it can be printed in the Maine Edition,
as has been done with other articles which you have sent in, and this I think will be effective in
reaching many readers.
Some time it might be well to write a more general article which will call to the readers' attention
the entire trail, which could be printed in both the New England and Atlantic Editions. This,
however, will have to be postponed until another time. Meanwhile, please accept our thanks.
[At bottom of page in different type:] Would you write one of your usual nice notes sending him
a Silver Aisle and American Forests reprints and asking that he send you copies for the scrap
books. Also tell him we have generalized articles in Guidebooks on the Trail.
August 26, 1937. Wallace Dickson, Publicity, New England Council, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
The current issue of the New England News Letter, now going to press, contains a note on the
publication of your booklet on the Maine Appalachian Trail.
The booklet will also be listed in our directory of New England recreational literature.
[At bottom of page in different type:] Suggest you send him a letter and copy of The Silver Aisle.
Ask him to list it as well as Guidebook. Ask for 3 copies of their publication and to be put on
mailing list. Also make an envelope to have him receive proceedings and put on A.T. mailing list.
August 26, 1937. Ella M. Quimbey, Postmaster, Oquossoc, Maine, to [Myron Avery?]
Not being familiar with the section of country which your letter mentions I asked Mr. Wm.
Myers who was in charge of the W.P.A. crew that worked building the new road Oquossoc to
Houghton.
Mr. Myers informed me that there is a Trail from the Highway to Camp Bemis, Bemis, Maine,
said Trail being marked Four Ponds. Another trail is marked Four Ponds and follows the old
Railroad bed from the Summit to Camp Bemis.
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Am informed the Trail from proposed new Highway (Oquossoc to Houghton) to Camp Bemis is
about two miles, and Trail from Camp Bemis to the Summit is about five miles.
Camp Bemis is the only Camp or residence in what is known as Bemis, Me. I sincerely hope this
is the information you desired and I will be only too glad to be of any service to you in the future.
August, 1937. SIGNS REMAINING TO BE MADE FOR APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN
MAINE. FOR DATA TO APPEAR ON THESE SIGNS, SEE DECEMBER 1936 LIST OF
SIGNS (Third revision). (56 of 62 signs required)
No. 3 (Section 1) (For replacement—L. F. S. has stencil.)
Nos. 12*, 13*, 14**, 15**, 16**, 17*, 18*, 19*, 29**, 21**, 22** (Section 2).
No. 41 (Section 3).
Nos. 54, 55 (Section 6).
Nos. 78*, 79, 80*, 81, 82*, 83, 84*, 85, 86 (Gulf Hagas Signs).
Nos. 96, 97 (Section 9).
Nos. 144**, 145**, 146** (Have these been made for Arnold Trail Route at Sterling’s Camps?)
Nos. 150*, 151*m 152* (Arnold Trail Route)
(Are Nos. 153**, 153-A** and 153-B** in place at junction of Arnold and Dead River on
Mt. Bigelow? Have they been made by Fred Hutchins?)
Nos. 160, 161 (Bigelow Village; Section 16).
Nos. 162*, 163, 164, 165*, 166* (Section 17).
Nos. 167*, 168*, 169, 170 (Section 18).
Nos. 185, 186 (Section 20).
Nos. 188*, 189, 190, 191, 192, 193, 194*, 195*, 196* Section 21)
Section 22L Nos. 197, 198, 19, 200, 201 are being made by Maine Alpine Club (Check to see
if done—S. B. Attwood, Lewiston, Maine).
Nos. 202*, 203, 204, 205, 206, 207* (Section 23 on Mahoosuc Range).
* Second preference
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** Required at once; first preference.
September 5, 1937. Myron Avery to J. F, Smith, General Passenger Agent, Bangor and
Aroostook Railroad, Bangor, Maine.
Dear Mr. Smith.
You may recall that, in connection with our correspondence relative to The Silver Aisle, you
suggested that you would like to have me write on the Trail for the 1938 issue of In the Maine
Woods. As I have had an opportunity to write the article, I am sending it to you herewith, as you
may assemble the material for your 1938 issue early. I expect an opportunity to secure some
photographs later which I can send separately.
If you think well of the suggestion that you use in the 1938 issue the map which is the center
piece of the Silver Aisle, I can forward the original so that you may have a cut made. It, as you
will observe, covers a much broader area than does the Prentiss and Carlisle map in the front of
the book. It may be a cut which you would use with each issue. The original map is a large one.
You will recall that you retained from last year a short story by W. Clark Dean, as you had
insufficient space for it in the 1937 issue. I assume you intend to use it.
I also forwarded to you a manuscript by Alice Stuart, which was submitted to me. It was the
story of two girls’ trip over the Trail. Its subject matter I thought might be of interest, even
though it might require considerable editing.
You can let me know about these matters in due course. I wish you would place Miss Marion
Park, Assistant Secretary, and The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building,
Washington, D.C., on your permanent mailing list to insure having copies available for the
various exhibitions of Trail articles and material.
I presume that the 1000 copies of The Silver Aisle duly arrived and I trust that the publication is
to your satisfaction. Without your assistance the project would have been Impossible.
For 1938 In the Maine Woods
WHITE BLAZES ACROSS MAINE
By
Myron H. Avery
Supervisor of Trails
Maine Appalachian Trail Club
Lubec, Maine
For those who turn to the high hills and follow woods trails in the eastern United States, the date
of August 14, 1937, is of particular significance in the annals of trail making. For on that day, on
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the south slope of the glistening bare cone of Mt. Sugarloaf, a CCC trail crew cut thru the last
barrier of a dense scrub spruce and fir tangle out into a broad open trail. Beyond, north, white
blazes and an open route led 186 miles to Katahdln; similarly, south 1868 miles to Mt.
Oglethorpe, in Georgia. Thus, some 16 years after its inception in 1921, the Appalachian Trail,
the longest marked footpath in the world, today, was initially opened. It would, however, be very
much an error to term this project completed at that time. Much still remains to be done. The
chain of shelters - a necessary adjunct to any trail system - is far from complete. Direction signs
and improved marking are pressing problems.
Then, too, it is imperative that this route, for those who find their recreation in their own
strenuous exertions, should be protected from “development" and the vagaries of changing
economic conditions. To this end, the Eighth Appalachian Trail Conference, held in the Great
Smoky Mountains National Park in June, 1937, initiated a long-range program to broaden the
route into a “Trailway”, a narrow, insulated section especially dedicated, set apart and reserved
for hikers and campers, free from the intrusion of other forms of recreation, however much to be
commended. This objective - one which will require many years to bring about - is to be
accomplished through more effective and sustained cooperation, of federal and state agencies,
club and individual activities. {[Footnote:] See PROCEEDINGS OF THE EIGHTH
APPALACHAN TRAIL CONFERENCE, Publication No. 9, 49 pages (25 cents), obtainable
from The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D. C. A list of
publications and available guidebook data for the Trail may had by forwarding an addressed
stamped envelope to the Conference.}
Such is the background of what has, during the last four years, become a well-known
recreational feature of Maine, destined to be as outstandingly symbolic of Maine wilderness
recreational resources as are the Allagash, St. John, East and West Branches - all names which
never fail to stir imagination or resurrect bygone memories.
Past issues of In the Maine Woods have told of the steady progress toward the completion of The
Appalachian Trail across Maine. {[Footnote:] See MAINE AND THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL,
MARKING THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, WESTWARD—IN THE MAINE
WOODS, and DEVELOPMENTS ALONG THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE in 1936,
in the 1933, 1934, 1935, and 1936 issues, respectively.} Originally undertaken as a voluntary
project, the initial stage in Maine was the marking of the route for 170 miles from Katahdin to
Mt. Bigelow. Beyond, to the New Hampshire Line, a series of densely forested, isolated, trailless
peaks loomed ahead as a forbidding barrier. Progress would have indeed been halting in the
extreme but for CCC activity. With the support of the Maine and Federal Forest Services, this
project was undertaken by the CCC. Trail crews from various camps, Millinocket, Greenville,
Flagstaff, Rangeley and Bridgton, have during the past three years labored on the Trail,
improving the existing route, building lean-tos and side trails as they completed the unfinished
portion.
Taking its designation from the characteristic white paint blazes, which unerringly indicate its
course, this route thru the Maine wilderness has been termed a "Silver Aisle". For so does its
marking gleam in the woods as it leads thru the very finest of Maine’s forests - but little changed
from 110 years ago when the loggers first came up the Penobscot West Branch to penetrate this
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wilderness. The attractions of the Trail and its route have been told elsewhere in detail and the
purpose of this article is to bring the existence of this Trail to the notice of readers of In the
Maine Woods, as they peruse its pages, contemplating excursions into Vacationland.
{ [Footnote:] An illustrated booklet, THE SILVER AISLE, 28 pages, issued by the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club and the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad, may be had upon application to
the General Passenger Agent, Bangor and Aroostook Railroad, Bangor, Maine. This booklet will
be of much assistance in planning trips over the Trail. For detailed trail description, reading in
both directions, and maps, obtain GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE (third
edition, 300 pages, $1.50, The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building,
Washington, D. C.}
What will appeal in this Trail is as varied as human nature. For some there is the sensuous joy in
physical exertion, the sheer delight in continuous travel - with the swimming and canoeing to be
experienced each night at the comfortable sporting camps located at intervals of an easy day’s
travel along the route. For others there is the knowledge to be gained from progress thru everchanging zones of fauna, flora, geology and geography — an open book of nature where he who
will may learn. Then, too, and all sufficient, is the complete relaxation and escape which the
Trail affords from the struggles of daily existence.
Statistics as to mountains crossed, lakes, ponds or streams encountered, would be equally futile.
In length, and with great exactitude, Maine's Trail is 261.71 miles if one travels by the Dead
River Route - approaching Mt, Bigelow from the flat plains of this meandering stream from the
north. If, however, perhaps inspired by that classic, ARUNDEL, by Kenneth Roberts, one directs
his course along the historic Arnold Trail Route, he will have traveled 4.09 miles longer, or
265.8 miles, when he crosses the slashed line marking the Maine-New Hampshire Boundary.
The other New England States have thru trail systems. Well-publicized is the Long Trail of
Vermont’s Green Mountain Club, extending 262 miles from the Canadian border to the
Massachusetts Line. Were it not that it might seem to introduce a competitive thought in these
recreational projects, we might note that the thru Trail in Maine, by one fork of the alternate
routes, is a slight fraction of a mile less than Vermont's trail, but somewhat in excess of it by the
Arnold Trail Route. Were we to enumerate peaks, lakes or ponds, we should be met by the
challenge of what yardstick is employed. Sufficient is it to say that the glaciers which stood
down over Maine eons ago have left in their wake, along the Trail route, lakes and ponds
unequalled in number or in their superb setting. As to mountains, there are the finest two groups
in the State: Katahdin and its satellites, the Katahdinauguoh, and the Mt. Bigelow Range with its
20 miles of crest-line trail. The Trail also crosses the second and third highest peaks in the State whether one holds to the Old Speck or Sugarloaf school. An article in the Lewiston, Maine,
Journal (April 3 and 10, 1937) notes some thirty peaks of over 3,000 feet, accessible from the
Trail in the 96 miles west of Mt. Bigelow.
The traveler, making an initial trip over the Trail in Maine, will do well to consider the KatahdinPiscataquis River section of 118 miles. Then, with the benefit of experience and zest for further
travel, he may venture into the central section - Piscataquis River to Bigelow Village, 62.3 miles
— and the western 81 miles, of the three sections into which the Trail in Maine naturally divides.
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He will note the accessibility of the termini of this eastern section at Blanchard and Millinocket
on branches of the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad. Assuming that he is already familiar with
Katahdin and so makes its traverse in a day, and spends a day exploring Gulf Hagas and Joe
Mary Mountain, the traveler on this section will just fill out his allotted two weeks. The
possibility of returning to Millinocket from the White House or Antlers Camps, four and five
days distant from Katahdin, will be noted. Greenville can be reached by automobile
transportation from several points en route. Katahdin Iron Works, accessible from Brownville
Junction on the railroad, affords access to the Chairback-Barren Range and a host of peaks, such
as White Cap, Baker, Elephant and Saddleback. The pattern is quite elastic; this trip along the
Trail can be readily planned to meet one’s particular circumstances.
Thus, in Maine, has The Appalachian Trail developed from a status of prospective abandonment
into accomplished reality. Thru its sombre forests glisten the white paint blazes of the "Silver
Aisle", leading on those who yield to its allurement, mile by mile, day by day, year by year. Thus
we travel its course ever into the distant lands of memory when, by our fireside, living over those
bygone years, we travel trails only in retrospect.
September 7, 1937. Robert M. Hicks, Foreman, Camp P-66, Bridgton, Maine, to Myron
Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Construction of the shelter on Sugarloaf was started last week. We got up walls and rafters and
are ready to shingle. We have a few shingles already split. Although this work is new to me, I
think we have a good, strong shelter.
This shelter varies from the others I have seen. I placed two uprights, logs under the ridge pole,
giving additional support in case of heavy snow.
The recent fire ban has forced us out of the woods for the present.
I am glad the hikers thought so well of the clearing done on Spaulding and Sugarloaf. As to the
marking, I believe that from one blaze the metal can be easily seen.
Metal numbers were placed in conspicuous places along the trail from Saddleback to the top of
Sugarloaf, about the same number as found along the rest of the trail. Between twenty-five or
thirty markers were used. I cannot see how anyone could go over that section and not see at least
several of them.
I do not know just when we shall resume work on the shelter. We shall probably go in again as
soon as the fire ban has been lifted. Until then I shall be here in Bridgton.
September 12, 1937. Stanley B. Attwood to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
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Our club holds its first fall meeting Tuesday evening. I expect to learn definitely then that the
Baldpate signs have been finished. So an early task will be to erect them. I know we will both be
pleased when that job is done.
We started cutting the new trail to Goose-Eye today. As it rained all night and nobody, including
myself, expected today would be fair, we didn't get under way any too early and only a few went.
On our next visit I hope we can have at least 20 workers. We are clearing out the trail to four feet
and today did perhaps half a mile through rather scattered hard wood growth. I should judge we
are nearly to the steep east shoulder and the black growth. Consequently we will need more axe
men or else go slower.
I went up the Hunt trail Aug. 30. Started at 5:45 a.m. and was favored by a cold strong wind all
the way up. Visibility was fair and, considering the heat wave, conditions were very favorable. It
was sweltering in the afternoon and three blankets at night weren't enough. The campground at
Katahdin stream was heavily patronized with lean-tos occupied and many tents. The middle
section of the trail, just below timberline, is badly worn because of heavy traffic.
The next time I get into that country I want to climb Doubletop. I must say I didn't think the
Katahdin climb as tiresome as that of Old Speck, though perhaps a good night's sleep had
something to do with it.
The NETC sent me a copy of the Silver Aisle and I enjoyed it thoroughly. The offset printing
doesn't do the photos justice but better that way than not at all. Also received was the new map
of hiking and bridle trails in New England. In my judgment this is a waste of money since it is
absolutely lacking in detail. A list of locations and mileages would have accomplished the same
thing and more at less expense.
Our club is starting its second year. A few members will not be here but perhaps we shall pick up
enough new ones to keep up the strength.
Will keep you posted on our activities.
September 12, 1937. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I was over the Dead River route on Bigelow and remarked the trail yesterday. The distance is
nearly the same. I reopened the side trail to the cascades on Safford Brook and it turns off about
100 ft. further up than the old one did. I have not repainted it yet but will soon. I did not have the
blue paint with me yesterday. They will be through cutting on the main trail this week so if I go
over it once more it should be O.K. It is good traveling in the tractor roads and I guess we are
better off this way than to change the route.
The State Inspector of Public Water Supplies was up to Stratton and ordered that the A.T. be
changed so as not to be on the same watershed as the reservoir. I have changed about 1/2 mile of
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this trail onto the other side of the ridge and it is all painted and ready to use. Hutchins made us a
nice sign with distances and all on it which I put up where the new trail, leaves the old one. The
distance is the same. The only change in the guide book will be to not mention the reservoir.
{This is the Bigelow Range side trail out from Stratton.}
I am enclosing bus line schedule from Farmington to Eustis. This is new. Started this year and
will run for four years anyway.
{Bus to Bigelow Village}
September 14, 1937. Myron Avery to Albert Fowler, Norcross, Maine
Dear Mr. Fowler:
You may recall that some seven or eight years ago Dr. Schairer and I came down the lower
Penobscot Lakes with you to Norcross and at that time we saw the Stodder photos. It was a very
pleasant trip and I think in a way did a good deal to arouse our interest in the country around Joe
Mary Mountain which the Appalachian Trail now traverses and which we have seen at close
range many times since.
As you may know, the Maine Appalachian Trail Club issued a 300-page Guidebook to Maine. I
have noticed that a number of travelers have made inquiry as to how they could arrange a short
trip down the West Branch from the vicinity of Sourdnahunk Stream to Norcross, such as we
took. I know all of the difficulties about getting a canoe up the river and the logs and all of that,
but in our Guidebook we would want to say where people should write in an effort to make such
arrangements. Do you still make arrangements in this connection and should we list you as the
one to whom people who wish to make a trip of this sort should write?
For your convenience, I am enclosing an addressed, stamped envelope and I would appreciate
your telling me how this matter can be best handled.
{Assume you still have the Stodder photos.}
September 15, 1937. Marion Park to Roger Scaife, Little, Brown and Company
Dear Mr. Scaife:
Your letter to Mr. Avery came during his absence in the Maine woods and as I have been
looking after his mail, I wish to acknowledge your letter and to thank you for your courteous
attention to the article on the Trail which was sent you for use in THE OLD FARMER’S
ALMANAC.
Under separate cover I am sending you a copy of THE SILVER AISLE, a booklet on the Trail in
Maine, and a copy of a reprint of an article from American Forests. May we request that you let
us have copies of THE OLD FARMER'S ALMANAC, as we maintain scrap books of all the
articles on the Trail which appear in print, and of course want to include this one.
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You suggested that Mr. Avery write a more general article on the Trail which you could use in
both the New England and Atlantic Editions. In our Guidebooks we have a generalized article
and would be glad to furnish it to you for your use.
September 15, 1937. Marion Park to Wallace Dickson, New England Council
Dear Mr. Dickson:
Your letter addressed to Mr. Avery came during his absence in the Maine woods, and as I am
looking after his mail in his absence, I wish to acknowledge your letter and to thank you for
including a note on THE SILVER AISLE in the current issue of the New England News Letter.
May I ask that you send us three copies of this publication. We maintain scrap books of all the
printed material on the Trail and naturally wish to include this one.
We note that you will list in your directory of New England recreational literature the booklet,
THE SILVER AISLE. May we ask that you also list the third edition of GUIDE TO THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, which will be issued this fall, and will be sold by The
Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D. C., for $1.50.
September 15, 1937. Dan Wight to Walter Greene, Bayside, Long Island
Dear Mr. Greene:
Although it is late to be doing so I am writing to acknowledge my membership to the Maine A.T.
Club. This summer I have not been on Old Speck but working in Chelsea, Mass. At every
opportunity I return to Newry and Old Speck and go over trails and signs in that vicinity. I am
very proud to have been chosen a member of the club and shall try to continue to be worthy of
the honor.
Recently I received the new publication of the book on Maine trails and find it very interesting.
Hope to be able to do all of the trail in Maine sometime soon.
September 16, 1937. James C. Merrill to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your Letter of the 14th. received, asking for the loan of the negatives which my uncle made of
the Katahdin area, will say I am pleased to loan them to you for the purpose of which you ask,
for I think my uncle would do the same.
The only restrictions will be that no prints are to be sold and the negatives are to be returned in as
good condition as received.
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If you write me just what negatives you would like it will be much easier to pick them out as I
have some negatives of moose, deer, bear, and also of caribou heads but at this writing can not
state just where the caribou were shot but the others were shot in Maine.
I also have some interesting data on my uncle's hunting trips in Maine.
I am sorry that we have not had the opportunity to meet and talk this over together as I may send
some negatives that you will not be interested in.
May I ask you where I can get or, how I can get the Maine book issued by The Bangor &
Aroostook Railroad, I think it is "In the Maine Woods”.
Hoping that at some future time we can have another chat on the State of Maine I am…
{Copy Collins, Rinehart, Staples}
September 17, 1937. Albert Fowler to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I was very much pleased to receive your letter, as it recalls times past when we used to have such
a lot of nice people traveling through Norcross. The roads, autos, and the different ways people
have now in taking their vacations, has changed all this. It seems people are so much more in a
hurry now than they used to be, time is the essence of value now, and it seems to be how quick
can I get there, how many fish can I catch in a certain time, and can one get his quota of game
without wasting too much time etc.
In regard to the trip from the mouth of Sourdnehunk Stream, the only question now would seem
to me to be able to get guides who could navigate the river. For the last few years there has been
no travel on the river on account of the condition of the river filled with puip wood, but I
understand that the Great Northern Paper Co. are booming off a canoe Chanel through
Debsconeag dead water, so by taking the lond cary [long carry?] into Passamagomac pond, it
will be possible to get through at anytime.
All the guides who used to depend on the river travel a good deal for their work, and whom we
used to be in touch with here, have gone elsewhere or gone to doing something else for a living,
so it might be hard to hard to get suitable guides for the trip on short notice. However I would be
glad to have you mention in your book that I would do everything possible in making any
arrangements for people who would like to make this trip, giving us ample time to get guides etc.
Yes, I still have the collection of Stodder Photos, and as years go by, they seem more valuable,
as we see through them God's country as it used to be.
I read with great interest your views on the Katahdin National Park, and it would seem to me
every one should be in favor of it, if their selfish motives, and the greed of the land owners could
be taken out of the situation. I hope, and I believe 99% of the people of Maine have the same
desire, that the time is not far distant when something will be done about it.
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I hope that I may have the pleasure of seeing you again sometime.
September 17, 1937. Myron Avery to J. F. Smith, Bangor and Aroostook Railroad
Dear Mr. Smith:
With my letter of September 5, 1937, I forwarded to you the manuscript for an article on The
Appalachian Trail in Maine for your 1938 edition, in keeping with your prior suggestion. I am
now enclosing the photographs which I wrote would be forwarded later.
September 20, 1937. Myron Avery to Robert M. Hicks, Camp P-66, Bridgton, Maine
Dear Mr. Hicks:
Your letter of September 7th, sent to me at Greenville, finally caught up with me at Washington.
Although you did not refer to it, I assume that you duly received my letter going at length into
several Trail problems. As the matters with which I dealt relate to our forthcoming guidebook
and as we wish to keep close check on the Trail conditions, I hope that you will have an
opportunity in the very near future to check over my letter and write me at length, so that I may
know the situation with respect to each item.
I understand that you have finished your Trail work and are now building shelters.
I hope very much that weather conditions and other circumstances will permit the completion of
the three shelters which I understand are to be located exactly at the spots indicated in the
guidebook. We have been always very much satisfied with the lean-tos built in Maine.
Conditions are different in other sections. I am sending you an interesting photo of a lean-to
along the Trail in southern Pennsylvania. Here they use a wide chinking and different
construction but what I wanted to call your attention to was the fact that the style of the overhang
and the putting in of logs from the side affords a very considerable protection from the rain. I
think that perhaps you could adopt that idea of the short logs on each side of the front to some
advantage.
There has been one trouble with the other structures in that latrines and can dumps were not
provided. I hope that you will have time to do this as well as to see that the pine [sic, should be
“fir”] boughs are put in. If this is not done, people using these structures are apt to mutilate trees
close to the lean-tos,
I am very glad to know that you have a supply of the metal markers. These, of course, are merely
the insignia of the route and serve to give it publicity. As you know, the blaze is what we really
depend upon to follow the Trail. As you will be building the shelters, you will probably have an
opportunity to check the marking that the hikers told me about on the new section which you had
cleared out so well. It may be that the difficulty was due to the fact that it was on the reverse
direction from which it was painted. It is very easy - unless one is particularly careful - not to
paint the reverse direction well. We want to overmark rather than undermark.
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We have one very serious problem before us, as to which I would like to hear from you. I had
understood from Mr. Billings that you had covered all of the trail and I assumed that this means
the alternate Arnold Trail Route as well. Mr. Taylor had reported to me that the Trail on Little
Bigelow was practically obliterated and that he had relocated the Trail route up to the lumber
works on the Dead River Route. I am led to wonder how you dealt with this problem. Perhaps
you intended to go back later. It is, however, a very vital matter to us. It was suggested that the
Little Bigelow section was so bad that we would have to abandon it. However, it would mean
such a complete alteration of our system maps, and guidebook data, and with the passing of time
there would be a demand to reopen the link, that we feel that the preferable arrangement is to
have the guide-book data remain and ask if you are in a position to go back and make sure that
the route is open. As far as possible, it should follow the original route in order that the mapping
and guidebook measurements may be fairly correct. If we had to abandon the Little Bigelow
section, it would constitute a major operation on the guidebook. Until we know what is going to
happen, we are in a quandary as to how to proceed with the third edition.
I hope that you will let me hear from you in this connection in the very near future. I am
enclosing a copy of a letter which I have written to Mr. Davis, as it mentions some matters which
I might otherwise discuss with you.
{H. Taylor}
September 20, 1937. Myron Avery to Earl W. York, Jr., Daicey Pond, Millinocket, Maine
Dear Junior:
I have not yet had a chance to correct the A.T.C. Katahdin Region Map which when I am able to
do so, I will see that a copy comes forward to you. As promised, I am enclosing a copy of the
article which I wrote a number of years ago on the Northwest Basin. It is helpful in that it
reviews all of the articles that have been written about it and indicates what is there. As it is
unfortunately my only copy, I am going to have to ask if you will return it to me.
We are expanding our Maine Guide by enlarging on the Katahdin Trails description. I am going
to send to you a portion of the manuscript which relates to the territory with which you are
familiar and I would greatly appreciate your going over it carefully so that we can make it as
accurate as possible. Particularly do we need help on the route of the Trails to Double Top and
Sentinel Mountain. I have only been once, a good many years ago, to the former and never to the
latter. I hope that you can help us by going over this material and letting us have it back very
promptly.
With best regards to your father and mother as well as to yourself.
September 20, 1937. Myron Avery to L. S. Cook, Great Northern Paper Co., Bangor,
Maine
Dear Mr. Cook:
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By reason of family illness and death, I was unable to carry through the arrangements which I
wrote to you about earlier in the year, to look into the St, John region where the Great Northern
Paper Company is lumbering at the present time. I shall have to defer this for another year, I did
spend about a week in the Katahdin area in company with the party from the National Park
Service.
We plan to issue this fall a third edition of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine, which will
complete the entire route of the Trail in Maine. Naturally, as this edition covers all of the Trail, I
am anxious to have it at accurate as possible. I wonder if you could take the time to glance over
our Trail route map and indicate to me if the Great Northern or any other Company which you
know of will have any operations along the route of the trail which might affect it. I had heard
that the Northern was building a road into the Wadleigh lately and preparing for operations there.
I am wondering if this will extend east, far enough to interfere with the route around
Nahmakanta Lake. I am enclosing one of our maps and it would be of considerable help if you
would indicate upon it the road of which I was told--if such a road is in the process of
construction.
Any information which you can give me as to developments of any sort close to the Trail route
will be of considerable help. I assume that you duly received The Silver Aisle and we shall send
a copy of the final edition of the Maine Guide to you in due course.
September 20, 1937. Myron Avery to Arnold E. Davis, Greenville CCC Camp
Dear Mr. Davis:
I wrote you from Lubec, hoping to learn where you were on the Trail, so that I might have an
opportunity to see you and perhaps spend a day with the crew with you on the Trail.
I have received no response to my long letter in which I made numerous suggestions as to the
work. I trust that you have this, as I thought the matters I mentioned would be of help to you.
I did have an opportunity to check the route from Katahdin to Rainbow. I think that you and your
crew are doing an excellent work. The suggestions which I have are minor. There are a number
of faded markers which should be knocked off and replaced by new ones. We sent a supply to
the Greenville Camp for use by yourself and Bridgton. I did not see any new ones in use but I
trust that you have them and are replacing them. It is particularly well to renew old markers at
prominent places. For example, the markers on the flag pole at Yorks, which are probably seen
by more people than any other place, were illegible.
I did notice some dozen windfalls between the cable bridge and Rainbow over the blue-blazed
trail. Mr. Clifford said that you were cutting all of these out, so I assume they must have come
down in a later storm. They rather mar the cleared out appearance of the Trail.
From what I noticed of the Trail work and having done a very considerable amount, I fully
realize the labor involved, and I rather guessed that you were having your major difficulty with
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clearing out the small growth. We offered to furnish tools if you did not have them available. I
have been told that there was a heavy blowdown area somewhere on the route.
I trust that you have received the guidebook data, and in view of your very welcome offer to
furnish any data which we required, I hope that you will let us hear from you very soon as to trail
conditions.
Particularly do we want to know of errors on the map or in the Trail description. If you could
check the route as you go along with the description and indicate any mistakes or changes-particularly later developments--it would greatly help us. We are going to press with the third
edition as soon as you finish your Trail work.
I hope that you will be disposed to let me hear from you at length as to the conditions which you
have experienced along the route.
I had an opportunity to discuss Trail matters with Forester Billings at Augusta while in Maine.
Due to the fact that I was with the Park Service party investigating the Katahdin area, I had less
opportunity to cover the Trail than I had wished for.
September 20, 1937. Myron Avery to Charles Berry, Yoke Pond Camps
Dear Mr. Berry:
To avoid stenographic labor of writing another letter in which I would have to say practically the
same things, I am enclosing copy of a letter which I have written to Mr. Potter. His camps and
yours are the only ones along the route which seem to present this problem. I would appreciate
very much hearing from you as to the situation. If there were a shelter at the public campground
on the Yoke Ponds Road and the East Branch Dam, would this work out satisfactorily for you.
We are most anxious to take advantage of the CCC activities to complete the trail in Maine and
at the same time we do not want to have anything happen which would not be entirely pleasing
to all the friends along the route.
I hope to see you another year.
{Copy Greene}
September 20, 1937. Wallace Dickson, New England Council, to Marion Park, ATC
My dear Miss Park:
Under separate cover I am sending you three copies of the issue of the New England News Letter
which reviewed “The Silver Aisle”.
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We shall be glad to list this in the next edition of our New England vacation guide and will also
list the third edition of “Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Mane”. If you care to send us a copy
of the new edition of the guide, we shall be glad to call attention to it in the News Letter.
September 20, 1937. Myron Avery to Caleb Scribner, Patten, Maine
Dear Mr. Scribner:
In keeping with our conversation, I shall mail to you shortly a revised copy of the Katahdin
region map.
I trust that you received the publication, THE SILVER AlSLE - On the Appalachian Trail in
Maine--which I had sent to you shortly after our trip.
I was very glad to have the opportunity to see you after our paper acquaintance of some ten years
ago. I was sorry that our meeting was so brief and I count on a better opportunity in the near
future.
September 20, 1937. Myron Avery to Maine Highway Commission, Augusta, Maine
Dear Sirs:
I sent to you from Lubec a copy of your last highway map of Maine, on which I indicated some
corrections on The Appalachian Trail route which you have indicated on the map. It is
unnecessary for me to say that the Trail Conference is very much satisfied with the interest
displayed in indicating the route of the Trail. You have perhaps noticed its appearance on the
Socony Map of Maine and the entire route is being added by various oil companies and other
State Highway Departments to the maps of the State through which the Trail passes. We are
sending you, under separate cover, two copies of the publication of the Trail route in Maine.
In the event that you are unable to locate the copy which I sent so that the corrections could be
kept on record for future issues - if you will send me an additional copy I will repeat the
corrections and this time cover them by letter.
September 20, 1937. Myron Avery to William F. Tracey, Staceyville, Maine
Dear Mr. Tracey:
I have not yet had a chance to make all of the corrections on the Katahdin map which you gave
me. If I remember correctly, Mrs. Tracey said that she would check up on some other matters
and let me know about them. We would then send a copy of the corrected map.
We are going to enlarge on the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine by including more data
on the Katahdin trails. I succeeded in measuring practically all of the trails except the ones that
you use. I shall have to write a rather general description of these and I would send it to you. It
would help us very much if you would go over them and write in any corrections or additions.
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We want to get this as near right as possible. We shall be sure to send you a copy of the
Guidebook when it appears.
September 22, 1937. Myron Avery to Oliver Cobb, Katahdin Lake Camps
Dear Mr. Cobb:
I have not yet had an opportunity to correct the tracing of the Katahdin map. As soon as I can do
so, I will send you the revised tracing.
We intend to expand Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine by including the material which I
obtained on my last trip. I shall mail two carbons of the section adjacent to your Camps and it
would be of very considerable help if you could have made on one carbon any corrections or
additional matters which occur to you. Coming in, I did not notice the Martin Ponds Trail. I wish
I had and I intended to catch it going out.
The members of the party spoke most enthusiastically of their trip to the Katahdin Lake Camps.
The pilot seemed to be very much disturbed over conditions and said he thought if he had made
one more flight, he wouldn’t have gotten out. Had the trip to Augusta lasted much longer, I
would have been thoroughly seasick. An hour is about my limit.
With best regards to you and Mrs. Cobb.
September 22, 1937. Myron Avery to John Mitchell, Chief Fire Warden, Patten, Maine
Dear Mr. Mitchell:
I understood from Mr. Brewster that the difficulty with having you notified about the Park
Service party occurred at Augusta but that this had been rectified. Probably the word came
through after the party was there. We had quite a satisfactory trip but it was the hottest I ever saw
the woods and rather disagreeable traveling.
We plan to amplify Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine considerably by adding more
material on the Katahdin region. We thought it might be of interest to you to have a carbon of the
measurements which I obtained from Trout Brook to Wassataquoik. There is one thing that I
would like to know. Would you tell me if I was correctly informed that the trail to Matagamon
Mountain left the fire road just where it crossed the second fork of the East Branch, and the
approximate distance? I shall be sending you the new map when it is ready.
September 22, 1937. Myron Avery to Leon Potter, Antlers’ Camps
Dear Mr. Potter:
I am writing you about a matter that I had hoped to have an opportunity to discuss with you in
person. Unfortunately, my trip in Maine this year was somewhat curtailed by family illness and I
was obliged to spend some time with the National Park Service party which was investigating
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the Katahdin region. The thing that I particularly wanted to talk to you about I shall have to take
up by letter. I hope I can make the situation clear.
At the outset I want you to know that I fully understand the situation with respect to your
territory, the difficulties caused by the people coming in and taking out large quantities of fish.
I know fully all these difficulties and I want you to understand that what I am writing is written
with full knowledge and appreciation of these conditions.
Due to the uncertainty of the continuance of the CCC work in Maine, the officials, with whom I
have discussed the Trail work, are very anxious to close up the shelter program next year. Any
extended trail system like The Appalachian Trail, absolutely requires along its route a system of
shelters. We think that one of the features of the Maine Trail is the availability of sporting camps
along the route. This meets the necessity for shelters to a large degree, but there is a class of
people who really want to camp out and carry their equipment for the sake of that particular
experience. If these people are non-residents, they are apt to violate the Guide Laws except by
staying at the Trail shelters which are public campsites and exempt from the operation of the
Guide Law. From the Maine-New Hampshire Line to the Kennebec River we have a complete
chain of shelters at intervals of about eight miles. As you know, the chain extends from Katahdin
to the foot of Nahmakanta Lake.
The CCC officials are, as I have said, most anxious to finish the shelter program next year and
have asked us for a list of sites. We are most anxious that nothing be done which could in any
possible way injure you, but knowing how cooperative you have been, I thought that it might be
possible to find sites along the route which would be so far away from any possible fishing that a
shelter could be safely built and would be usable only by hikers and not serve as a basis for
fishermen. Thus, while a logical place for a shelter would be where the Trail touches
Pemadumcook Lake, this might do the very thing that you want to avoid. However, if there were
a shelter at Potaywadjo Spring, this would hardly be of any use to Millinocket fisherman. So I
am writing to ask if, from the viewpoint of your interests, you would have any objection if the
CCC were to place a structure there. The distance from the one at Nahmakanta Lake would be
some eight miles.
Then would come the question of where the next one would be located. If it were placed at the
public campsite on the Yoke Ponds Road, that would be seventeen miles from Potaywadjo
Spring and too far away. Is there some place along Cooper Brook which would be far enough
away from your fishing and yet maintain the desired interval of nine miles between structures?
This is a somewhat long letter, but I wanted you to understand that we are fully acquainted with
all of the problems, but it would seem to me possible to place these structures in some spot that
could not in any way possibly give you any cause for concern and would not prevent the
completion of the shelter program in Maine.
I hope you will let me hear from you in this connection in the very near future. I am also writing
to Mr. Berry in this connection.
I am counting on seeing you another year.
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{Copy Greene}
September 22, 1937. L. S. Cook, Great Northern Paper Co., to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
Am indeed sorry to learn of the recent family illness.
In regard to operations in the Wadleigh district. We are starting to cut about 10,000 cords in the
South Westerly portion of T. l, R. ll and may cut a small quantity from the North two thirds of
T.l, R.12 south of Wadleigh Mt.
In connection with this operation we have constructed approximately one mile of road along the
route of Wadleigh Mt. fire trail. This branches from Cooper Brook turnpike in northeast part of
T.A, R.12. Do not know of any other operating adjacent to Appalachian Trail in that vicinity.
We are operating two or three camps near Grant Farm and several in the Pittston Farm area.
There is no activity in the St. John Pond area this season.
Thanks for The Silver Isle and any other publications that I have not acknowledged receipt of.
September 22, 1937. Myron Avery to James C. Merrill, Haverhill, Mass.
Dear Mr. Merrill:
Thank you very much for your very fine letter of September 16th. I am sure that your uncle
would have made the same response to my inquiries as you have. Had I not thought this, I should
not have broached the matter.
I want to get the negatives of all the pictures of localities in Maine and the caribou, moose and
deer pictures which seem to you to be outstanding. I will send a box to you shortly and I think
that the best arrangement would be to have the box sent to Mr. George F. Collins, National Park
Service, Washington, D.C. I will, of course, reimburse you for the express charges as soon as
you let me know what they are. It may be a matter of a week or so before I can get the box to you
and then we will rely on your judgment as to what prints to send.
I would appreciate an opportunity to look over the data on your uncle’s hunting trips. I see no
immediate prospect of being in Boston but you may be very sure that I shall make every effort to
see you when I am next there.
I have written to the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad and arranged to have a copy of "In the
Maine Woods” forwarded to you.
I trust that you duly received "The Silver Aisle” which used some of your uncle’s photographs.
Again thanking you for your help in this connection. Sincerely yours.
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Copy to Mr. Collins, Mr. Rinehart, Mr. Stupka
September 23, 1937. Myron Avery to The Call Studio, Dexter, Maine
Dear Mr. Call:
If I correctly understood the situation, the young chap by the name of Wittemore (?) who went
up Pamola with Mr. Brewster and his party and myself, was employed by you. He took a great
many pictures from the slope down into Great Basin, with the object of showing the devastation
of the region through the building of the lean-tos. We were particularly anxious to have one
which would illustrate to the best advantage what has happened here. I thought I would write you
in this connection and ask if you would be good enough to let me know the situation.
We have sent to you under separate cover a copy of The Silver Aisle, a publication on the Trail
in Maine, which I trust you duly received.
I was very pleased to have had the pleasure of talking with you at Chimney Pond.
September 23, 1937. Myron Avery to Albert Fowler
Dear Mr. Fowler:
I appreciate very much your letter of September 17th. Your comments on the changed situation
and the present-day developments were of very great interest to me. I had not fully realized how
far things had gone.
We shall be very glad to take advantage of your willingness to have us mention in the guidebook
that people who wish to venture on the West Branch trip may get in touch with you and that you
will help them make their arrangements.
We have sent you under separate cover a publication on the Trail in Maine.
1 hope very much that our trails will cross again in the not too distant future.
September 23, 1937. Robert B. Sosman, Westfield, New Jersey, to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
We made the Appalachian Trail trip in Maine as planned, at the end of August, but I have been
in and out so much since then that I have not had time for a letter.
The Trail from Grafton Notch to the top of Saddleback, which was the part we covered, is in
general in excellent condition and easily followed. The shelters are a great convenience,
especially appreciated after following the A. T. thro Pennsylvania.
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We found no corrections of any consequence in your description. I do find, however, that so
detailed a description is not easy to use in the field, especially if you are tired or cold or wet,-and this applies to the other guidebooks as well. So let me suggest a condensed summary in some
accessible part of the book. I enclose the one I prepared for use on this trip, as a sample, made
the right width to fit the map case. [Avery made copies of this letter but omitted all of this
paragraph except for the first line.]
I inclose your manuscript with a few marks on pp, 112-134, and add the following from my
notes jotted en route.
Geology of Baldpate would he an interesting addition, as the traveler can see the entire transition
from massive granite at Grafton cliff, thro border phases of intrusion on East Peak, and nearly
digested inclusions along Frye Brook, to Pre-Cambrian schist east of the mountain.
Deceitful work in trail about 0.1 mile south of Surplus Pond, needs better marking.
Trail badly blocked by raspberry and small growth up S. slope Spruce Mtn.
Glacial geology of C Pond cliffs, the unsymmetrical outline of Elephant Mtn. and the morainal
rock dump in the uncut forest near Elephant shelter, would be interesting additions to the
description.
Cabin mentioned at p. 123 is marked "Ten of Clubs" in rustic letters over the window. More
raspberry tangle here.
Black Brook. Course of trail is a little uncertain at N. side of dam and past lumber camp.
Valley of Bemis Brook. Frank Savage is right that a more interesting course would have been to
leave the present trail at the beaver swamps and go over Bemis Mountain, bringing trail out on
ledges with view of Mooselookmeguntic Lake, then down to shore and around to his camp,
thence across high ground by existing trails to rejoin at Four Ponds. Savage is willing to "swamp
out” the trail from top of Bemis to his camp. Only disadvantage would be a tedious half mile or
more from base of mountain along the embankment of the abandoned railroad to his camp. He
plans to build a permanent bridge where R.R. crossed the estuary of Bemis Brook, now crossed
by some wedged timbers between the concrete abutments.
Ownership of buildings at Summit now uncertain as they have probably reverted to original
landowners with abandonment of R.R.
East of the new road is another Bemis Stream on Rangeley quadrangle map. Error?
Sabbath Day Pond. No spring in sight, and water of pond not entirely safe on account of drainage
from private camps, as well as indications of insanitary carelessness around the shelter. We
boiled the pond water. All other shelters had safe springs or streams.
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Trail easy to lose at recently cutover ground beyond end of new unused road. Glacial kames and
eskers especially striking here and along first mile of road; again beyond deserted camp.
Near top of ridge E. of highway, fresh beaver works.
On Saddleback Mtn. wind-stunted evergreens, and frost action on the granitic rock, worthy of
note, similar to effects on Katahdin and Washington.
p. 117. Road is unfinished and does not reach Savage's Camp Bemis. His visitors come by way
of a landing several miles up the lake.
I stepped off our part of the A.T. as 49.0 miles. Your guide adds up to 43.52. This is closer than I
should ordinarily expect such measurements to agree over such rough ground. We made several
side trips, making a total of 75.3 miles in our six days, a very pleasant tramp with only one wet
day to interfere.
Let me thank you for the Guide MS, which was very useful, and for the copy of the Rangeley
Quadrangle map.
September 27, 1937. Robert M. Hicks, Camp P-66, Bridgton, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
The trail crew has now completed the shelter on Sugarloaf located at Last Water. I checked the
location with Mr. Helon Taylor and found it to be correct.
This coming week we will complete the shelter on Saddleback Jr. The location of the shelter was
also discussed with Mrs. [sic] Taylor, and we decided on the so-called "Camp Site" on the south
slope of Poplar Ridge, 2.12 miles from High Way at Oberton Stream. In checking the site at 3.33
miles, we found hardly any water. No trees except small Beeches, Mountain Ash etc., surround it,
and there are no trees suitable for construction within a reasonable distance. Mrs. Taylor
recognized the spot I found, and advised me to build there. There is a good supply of brook water
50" [sic] from lean-to. The shelter is well protected by trees and a steep ridge to west and north.
Spruce and fir were abundant for construction.
I understand from Chief of Foremen Leon P. Brooks, that we will not attempt the third shelter
this season, as we have run over on our man days and as the weather is growing colder. We
expect to finish the Saddleback Jr, shelter by the end of this week.
On completion of this project I will send a completed report of our activities along with such
notes of errors in the guide book as are found.
{Copy Greene, Taylor}
September 29, 1937. Myron Avery to Robert B. Sosman
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Dear Mr. Sosman:
I am very much obliged to you for your letter of September 23rd, which I studied with
considerable interest.
I rather judge that much of your trip was made before the CCC crew went over the Trail. There
are a number of blind places which I hope have been straightened out. I also hope that the three
lean-tos between Sugarloaf and Saddleback will be finished. Within a few days I shall make all
of the changes which you have suggested.
You may have brought something on yourself with your comments on the geology. As far as I
know, there has been no geological account of this region. You will have noticed that Philbrick’s
article in the Guidebook stops at Bigelow. What is beyond is entirely unknown. Of course, in
going through and making notes of trail conditions, the geological aspects of the region were
entirely beyond me. It would be difficult to re-write these sections to include the references and
of course I do not have the available information. Can we induce you in the very near future to
prepare a supplementary note on the geological aspects of the Trail from Bigelow to Grafton
Notch, which we could print as a separate chapter? This would be a distinct contribution and as I
have said, would relate to a region as to which nothing was known.
I can appreciate that because of your scientific attainment, you would probably hesitate to treat
the matter so sketchily. You could make, at the outset, the necessary reservations, realizing that
the hiker would want a generalized statement of what is of interest rather than the product of a
scientific investigation.
In fact, you might be even disposed to prepare the material for publication in Appalachia,
permitting the Club to reprint it in the Guidebook. We should need to have this within the next
month.
Otherwise, if you cannot be drafted to help, I am afraid that the geological aspect of the area will
have to go untreated. Here is an opportunity for us to make a contribution in an entirely unknown
area.
As to the nature of the Guidebook, we intend at the beginning of each section to have a
generalized statement of the route. Where chapters are long and involved, we have put
summaries to important places, such as you have prepared. Probably we should have added much
more of this. We may be able to do it still for some chapters. Of course, you appreciate that these
summaries are of no help in finding the route and that the detailed data is for the express purpose
of enabling the traveler to find his way if the markings are obliterated. The time spent in getting
oriented is of little consequence to straying from the route and from the comments which we
have received, most of the Maine travelers seem to be able to follow the description without
much difficulty. I have in mind that, apart from the other attractions of the route, you were
absorbed with the process, although it is almost mechanical, of your pace computations. Your
results are accurate to an almost uncanny degree.
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I do hope you will feel disposed and can find the time to do something, however brief or sketchy,
on the geology of the western part of the State.
September 30, 1937. Charles Berry, Yoke Pond Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letter in regard to camp shelters on the Appalachian Trail. I could not say anything about
that it would be up to the land owners and forest commissioner I think.
P. S. The owner of this township is Mr. James Cassidy, 101 Broad St., Bangor, Maine.
September 30, 1937. Myron Avery, Lubec, Maine, to Henry S. Hall, Jr., Corresponding
Secretary, The Appalachian Mountain Club, 154 Coolidge Hill, Boston, Mass.
My dear Mr. Hall:
As we understand that the Appalachian Mountain Club may, during the coming months, have
under consideration the question of a further issue of its Katahdin Guide, we think it advisable,
on behalf of the Maine Appalachian trail Club, to call attention to the situation with respect to the
available guidebook data for the Katahdin region.
As your officers are probably aware, the Maine Appalachian Trail Club is the publisher and
holder of the copyright of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine. At the present time the third
edition is in the process of publication; this will be an exhaustive guide to the Trail in Maine of
some 350 pages and eight maps, covering the main and side trails in both directions.
Since Katahdin is the northern terminus of The Appalachian Trail, it is, of course, very essential
that this guidebook contain data with respect to it. The second edition contained a descriptive
account of the region and a summary of the various trails, with details of the approach trails and
the route utilized by The Appalachian Trail. Subsequent to this edition, many requests reached us
that the next Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine include all the information with respect to
the Katahdin region, so it would not be necessary to purchase a separate publication from another
organization for data every user of The Appalachian Trail in Maine would need. Logically, of
course, such material should be contained in a Maine Guide. This development is in keeping
with a suggestion made by Arthur C. Comey, formerly very active in Katahdin matters and subeditor of the 1933 Katahdin Guide, to the effect that the Maine Appalachian Trail Club
guidebook include all Katahdin matter and so relieve the Appalachian Mountain Club of the
necessity for continuing to attempt to serve the requirements of the tramping public for this area.
There has been a very great change in the approaches and developments at Katahdin. During the
past year, and particularly resulting from an extended trip which I made this year over the entire
Katahdin area, the Club has obtained new, very detailed and complete data for the region.
(Except for two short trails on the mountain and the Wassataquoik Tote-road, this has been all
measured.) This material, together with the road approaches and other pertinent information,
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form chapters in the forthcoming third edition. This material totals some seventy-five pages. It
represents an up-to-date detailed account of the entire Katahdin region.
The A. M. C. Guide of some five years ago and its map, by reason of the recent developments
(and the material changes in the most important data which the hiker requires, the approaches) is
of little service at the present time. Moreover, the basic framework of this guide is premised
upon conditions existing when the A. M. C. White Mountain guides first included a chapter on
Katahdin and the later developments have been superimposed upon this rather unwieldy base. To
produce an eminently satisfactory guide would require the discarding of the present framework
and the development of an entirely new book. The map, too, requires a complete re-drawing.
From our knowledge of the A. M. C. activities, we rather feel that the Club does not have
available information or trail description which would make the reissue of the A.M.C. guide a
superior product, one up to the high standard set by its other publications, or to compare with
such data in the third edition of the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine. This is not
surprising, in view of the rather unusual opportunity of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club to
obtain full and complete trail description. We know that the Appalachian Mountain Club would
not, for the sake of continuing the series of Katahdin guides, wish to borrow material from our
earlier publication. The Maine Appalachian Trail Club has also prepared a new map of the
Katahdin region, which covers a much larger area than the A. M. C. Katahdin map (and may I
call attention to the fact that it was upon the original of this map that the extension of the A. M.
C. Katahdin map was premised). For a new map, unless I am very much in error, there is not
available information in the A.M.C. (outside of what I personally collected this summer) that
would permit the A.M.C. map to be brought adequately up-to-date.
The Appalachian Mountain Club is to be very much commended for its past activity in bringing
out the Katahdin Guide. We wish to be understood as thoroughly appreciative of the eminent
service which, during past years, this guide has served. But, in view of the changed conditions
and the appearance of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine, we feel that we would be
deficient in the courtesy that exists between organizations interested in furthering out-of-door
activities, if we failed to make the present situation known to the officials of the A.M.C. and to
suggest that the interests of those who frequent Katahdin will be served by the third edition of
Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine and that a further edition of the A. M. C. Katahdin
Guide would merely be a duplication.
We feel sure that the Club will not be disposed to appear to insist upon maintaining its activities
in a region where a local publication is adequate. The Club, apart from the interest of its
members and their trips to this region, has, of course, no maintenance of trails nor makes any
other contribution to the area which would make it a region particularly its own.
The expense involved to the A.M.C. in issuing another guidebook will he considerable. It
certainly is unnecessary to elaborate on the undesirability of competing guidebooks. Logically, a
full description of the Katahdin region belongs with the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine.
That publication has now reached the stage where it can carry the burden of making available
such trail information.
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Under these circumstances, we are, therefore, suggesting that the Appalachian Mountain Club
would wish to devote to other purposes the expense and effort which would be required to bring
out another edition of the Katahdin Guide.
Copy to Charles Morse, Guidebook Editor, A. M. C., Miss Adelaide Meserve, Executive
Secretary, A.M.C.
POSSIBLE TRAIL CORRECTIONS FOR GUIDEBOOK
1. Viewpoint on Fourth Mtn.
2. Changes from Chadwick’s to York's Camps.
3. Route along Logan Brook and references to mileage markers.
4. Write “passable by automobile”.
5. Reference to all lean-tos subsequently built since 1937.
6. Reference to bridge on Frye Brook over The Churn.
7. Revision of trail description on Mahoosuc Range.
8. Underline Section “South to North” etc.
9. New form: Asterisks and statement re "Detailed Trail data are"; elaborate generalized account
of route.
{See list of unmeasured trails at Katahdin.}
October 1, 1937. Myron Avery to Robert M. Hicks, Camp P-66, Bridgton, Maine
Dear Mr. Hicks:
I am very glad to have your letter of September 27th and to know the situation. Anything that
Helon Taylor approves on the Trail is entirely satisfactory to us. Incidentally, if your
stenographer could have seen his good six feet, probably he would not have written Mrs. Helen
Taylor.
I am working on the Guidebook and hope to have it ready for the printer within the next two or
three weeks. I assume that, as you expect to finish your Saddleback work this week, you will be
able to send me the comments or errors in the Guidebook the first of the following week, so that
I can have them. It would also be of very great help to me if you could take the time to answer
my inquiries with respect to what was done as to certain sections which were reported in bad
condition and where certain things needed to be done, etc. The reason for this is that we keep a
list of needed work and do not want to carry from year to year items which have been cared for.
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If you have any suggestions for future work these would be helpful. By reason of the changes in
the CCC personnel working on the Trail, you will appreciate the value of these lists of needed
work.
October 1, 1937. Myron Avery to Leon P. Brooks, Superintendent, CCC Camp, Bridgton,
Maine
Dear Mr. Brooks:
In keeping with the suggestion made by Mr. Ralph. Billings, CCC Forester, I have from, time to
time passed on to Mr. Hicks suggestions which I have received from users of the Trail as to
places where additional work was required or where the route was obscure. Mr. Hicks has
promised to let as have a detailed report as to what was done in this connection, so that we may
be able to prepare an accurate list of matters along the Trail needing attention. This will also help
us in the matter of the third edition of the Maine Guidebook which is now in the process of being
made ready for publication.
I wrote Mr. Hicks about a very serious situation in connection with the section of the Trail on
Little Bigelow. From the information which I have, it was practically obliterated by lumber
operations during the summer and I am decidedly at a loss to understand how the CCC crew
could have worked over it. In fact, the condition was such that we were faced with the problem
of whether or not this section should not be omitted from the Guidebook and maps. It would
involve such a radical change that the difficulties seemed too great and I wrote Mr. Hicks about
taking his crew there at the end of the season and trying to restore the original route. His last
letter to me did not comment on this situation and as he wrote that he was finishing up the work
for the season, I am very anxious to know the situation because of its effect upon the Guidebook.
If he has been unable to clear out this link, and I do not see how it could have been done earlier
in the summer, it will be a most difficult situation to handle. I am hoping that he has been able to
take care of the matter and I will appreciate your writing me as soon as Mr. Hicks returns to
camp.
October 1, 1937. Myron Avery to Miss Christine Reid, Editor, Appalachia, 14 Hawthorne
Road, Brookline, Mass.
Dear Christine:
I am attending to a few matters which I have mentioned before in connection with Appalachia
before leaving town for a few days. I have mentioned these in earlier letters this summer.
Mr. Watson tells me that he has sent to you a draft of his material on fire-making and the
sketches which he has available.
I am enclosing the note on Katahdin for Appalachia.
I have mentioned several times the Guyot manuscript which, to my mind, constitutes invaluable
source materials. Attention is being very much devoted to the Southern Appalachians and a part
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of this material deals with the Great Smokies. If you are looking for something of unusual
historical significance, I think that the manuscript with the introduction and notes would be a
distinct credit to the article. As I mentioned before, the stumbling block is the reproduction of the
original Guyot map which is in the Library of the Coast and Geodetic Survey. On the original
tracing there is a brown wash which makes it a bit difficult to get a clear cut. I have told you of
our previous arrangements with Underhill and the difficulty of getting a map to his satisfaction.
Mr. Boardman attempted to make a new tracing by eliminating some of the material from the
photostat. So that you may understand what is involved, I send the photostat on which Boardman
has worked, marked ”A”, and an untouched photostat, marked “B”. It might be that you would
want to direct toward this the genius of Dr. Reiss. I am sure he would be able to obtain the loan
of the original, in the event that you felt it desirable to attempt to have a cut made direct.
I expect to be in Boston within the next month but I think that I have covered all of the matters
with which I may be charged with any responsibility. As I have said before, I will consider it a
distinct personal favor if you would, in your individual capacity, tell me in advance of any
Katahdin articles or propaganda so that we might be prepared.
I have an article in the October issue of Nature Magazine which you may care to see.
P.S. I mentioned in earlier letters an error in the Telos Cut which some of my Maine
correspondents had picked up. If you are disposed to have an erratum inserted, I am afraid it will
have to be "errata", for I have found another slip. If this is to be done, please tell me and I will
give you the corrections. M.H.A.
October 3, 1937. Excerpt from “Wilderness News”
Needed; Organization for Conservation
That meeting apparently began a new forest policy. To make the lessening lumber product of
today meet today’s much greater income desires means radical changes. The State government
may be obliged to defend forest ideals against the owners themselves without support from
organized public conservation.
There is no organized public conservation. Maine people have been taught to take what they get
from the owners of their great forest. Study of forestry was popular when forest products seemed
inexhaustible. Now, when more is demanded of the forest than it can supply, the once
independent statewide Forestry Association is operated as a department of the lumber owners’
association. The Statewide wild life association of former years is not able now to get its
component shooting and fishing clubs out to meetings, and was described to me as dead by one
of its general officers.
We tried to get news from the Maine Appalachian Trail Club which starts its trail on the flat
Summit of Katahdin, but couldn’t find it or the name of a single member of it in Portland,
Augusta, Bangor, Millinocket or at Mount Katahdin itself. I even tried Chambers of Commerce
and the city rooms of newspapers at night when the boys were in. The only name I heard
mentioned was that of Mr. Myron Avery of Washington, D.C., who seems to be leading the
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National Park Service campaign to take over Mount Katahdin for a National Park. Persons
spoken of as "Maine members” are summer visitors from other states.
Finally, I found the trail itself, but it was labelled and called the Hunt Trail where it emerges at
the road on the West Side, and the Chimney Pond Trail where it emerges on the East Side. These
trails are kept up, officials there told me, by CCC labor. Appalachian Trail members are not
recognized at the road crossings where climbers leave their cars. Only Mr. Avery of Washington,
D. C.
Katahdin the Mountain
Katahdin is an unbeautiful sprawling granite monadnock 5267 feet in altitude, whose main
approach, by way of Augusta, Bangor and Millinocket, skirts miles upon miles of logs awaiting
pulp mills in dammed river and lakes, and threads vast burnt areas lifting billions of bare arms
beseechingly to Heaven. East and South, these ghostly forests face the mountain directly and
across lakes.
Katahdin’s first fame came of its appearance of rising alone from vast level. What remains of the
range whose swifter erosion left it apparently alone is seen on either side upon nearer approach.
Close up, Katahdin reminds one of a detached Shenandoah Park mountain seen from its plainer
eastern side, but it is higher (and stonier) than Stony Man. The claim recently advanced in the
national park campaign that it is the outstanding mountain mass of the East is the climax of
absurdity.
In point of richness of conformation, beauty and fascination it is excelled by many Eastern
mountains, individual and massed, celebrated and unknown.
In height it is far down the list. Mount Washington (6288 feet, and the six other giants of the
Presidential Range of the White Mountains, visible from its summit, are all far grander and
loftier. Marcy and other giants of the Adirondacks excel it in every possible way. Clingmans
Dome (6642 feet) and at least half a dozen other giants of the incomparable Great Smokies
outclass it individually and as a group. East of the Great Smokies, Mount Mitchell of the Black
Mountains rises to 6711 feet of altitude, and the gorgeous Balsams, White Tops, Roans, Beeches,
Cowees, and Nantahalas outclass it; yet of these only the Great Smokies have ever been urged as
national Parks.
An enthusiast over Katahdin who has climbed it several times wrote us last week that it
disappointed him on his August visit. "Probably because I saw it then as a coming national park.
That let it down a lot. But if we could only keep it the simple creation of nature it has always
been, I should think of it again as great.”
Katahdin’s National Park History
Early explorers of the White Mountains and writers about them climbed and described also their
neighbor peaks, including Katahdin. The repute of all of these among mountaineers has grown
apace. It was the need to strengthen Lafayette’s [now Acadia National Park] mild beauty as a
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national park that first suggested to the Park Service adding Katahdin to it in 1919. A
Government road would convey motorists from sea to mountain-top for lunch and back. The
project lapsed, but not for long.
The Park Service wanted the White Mountains also, and far more, and the two projects rallied
together every few years. When it became clear that New Hampshire foresters, official and
citizen, held safe the Presidential Range, the Park Service centered every effort on Katahdin.
There was no Forest Service in Maine to save it but there was a former Governor, who, loving
Maine and Katahdin with a great love, bought Katahdin summit and deeded it to the State to be
there held forever.
That, however, made no difference to the National Park Service. Baxter State Park was created in
February, 1933. In July, 1936, “at the request of Governor Brann” of Maine, it "conducted a
preliminary investigation of the Mount Katahdin region”, and recommended national park status.
Again, on April 22, 1937, at Park Service request, Representative Brewster introduced a bill in
the House (H.R. 6599) to that end, and the Park Service planned “a complete investigation” for
late in the summer.
October 4, 1937. Henry S. Hall, Corresponding Secretary, Appalachian Mountain Club, to
Myron Avery {Arrived Oct. 11th}. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have your letter this morning concerning the A.M.C. guidebook to Katahdin, and am
forwarding same to Mr. Stuart MacMillan, as I am going to be unable to attend the next Council
meeting at which this matter would probably be considered.
If the A.M.C. should withdraw in your favor, would your new guidebook cover the mountain as
fully as the existing and possible future A.M.C. guidebooks?
This is a question which is bound to come up in any discussion.
October 4, 1937. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have been over the Little Bigelow section again and it is O. K. for present. I find the men
working there have been very careful since I was over it before not to through [sic] brush in the
trail and I repainted it. I have an idea Mr. Durgin, the woods boss and a very good friend of mine
has given orders to keep it clear altho I did not ask him to. There is lots more to cut there tho and
I can’t say what will happen later.
I guess I told you that I had repainted the main trail so as to follow the tractor roads. That is O.K.
too for present. I will not get any more time to put in on it this year but will go over it again in
the spring and see if it is 0.K.
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P.S. Sorry we could not get in our Kibby trip this year. Better luck next.
October 5, 1937. Stanley B. Attwood, Maine Alpine Club, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Twenty members of our club went over the Baldpate section of the AT, last Sunday. A
wonderful trip on a wonderful day.
If CCC crews have been through they did little work. Except at the very start, the Grafton Notch
side is in good condition. On the northeasterly slope the trail has grown in badly, especially with
raspberry bushes which may or may not disappear with the winter season. The damaged bridge
over the Churn on Frye brook has not been repaired. The lean-tos are in good shape.
We put up a new sign, visible to east bound traffic at the Old Speck-Mahoosuc range trail, with
our insignia and the AT on it. The signs we agreed on were erected at both ends of the Baldpate
trail, at the summit, and at the Table rock spur. Included in our party were Mr. J. M. Neu (now
anglicized to Noy), a German who is with a Lewiston firm and is making his home in Auburn.
Both he and his wife have done considerable climbing in The Alps. Also with us was a
Cambridge U. graduate, Mr. John R. Hunter of Manchester, England, now studying methods at
the L. B. & Dye Works, a Pepperell Co. subsidiary.
I expect to be able to send you photos of some of the new signs, as erected. Perhaps I can also
get some prints of Baldpate scenery snapped on the trip.
We think if the Baldpate description includes a warning about the descent over the ledges on the
southwesterly side, it should include a similar warning about the descent from the main peak and
from Little Baldpate on the northeast.
Another season we will see what can be done about clearing the trail. I rather doubt if we have
man power enough to repair the bridge.
Unable to recruit more than a small party, our progress on the spur to Goose-Eye has been
disappointing. We have a clear trail about up to the black growth, I should judge, and will tackle
it again next Sunday. Some of us don't mind working but others prefer the hiking without the
work. We will finish the trail no matter how long it takes.
Some time, if you have another article in the Portland Sunday Telegram, I wish you would
include a notice to all those in this part of the state who are interested in mountain climbing and
who would like to join us in our work or on any of our trips, to get in touch with me.
I could do the same thing but I believe incidental mention by you would be much more effective.
I think there are many scattered through the small towns of Oxford and Franklin counties who
would like to join us but don't seem to know just how to go about it.
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In addition to the Goose-Eye trail and necessary clearing along the upper reaches of Frye brook,
I think the next task our club will tackle will be to mark the Tumbledown trail, undoubtedly the
most popular in this section of the State.
The club plans to go up Old Speck Oct. 17. Few of them know what they are in for.
October 7, 1937. Robert M. Hicks, Foreman, Camp P-66, Bridgton, Maine, to Myron
Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Work on the trail stopped on September 30, upon completion of Saddleback Jr. shelter.
I shall try to give you a report of conditions of, and work done on each section, state line to
Kennebec River.
State line to Grafton Notch trail in fair. shape, blazes painted both ways, shelters at Full Goose
and Carlo Col in good shape. Spec Pond A. M. C. shelter is old and much-used and should be
repaired within a few years. A spring was found sixty yards south of Spec Pond shelter on the
Success Pond trail.
Guide book page 118. First paragraph.
"At 1.5 M. trail to left with telephone wire" should be "Trail ahead,"etc. Second paragraph,
second line “continue ahead" should be "turn right".
Section two, Grafton Notch to East “B” Hill road.
From main highway 26, .52 M. north of Forest Service camp ground, trail to right follow old
woods road. Bear left at .1 M. Reach Grafton Notch lean-to at .2 M. Water ten yards to right of
shelter. At .63 M. blue blazed side trail leads .51 M. to Table Rock.
Last paragraph of description: Andover is 3.7 M. to right. Wood roads on East slope of Baldpate
are weed grown and unpleasant in wet weather.
Neat signs should be provided for the interesting features of Frye Brook. The bridge over the
Churn has been moved by an uprooted tree. I think a new bridge will be necessary, quite a job,
because there are not trees to fell across at that point.
Frye brook lean-to is very well built and in good condition.
Section 3
East "B" Hill Road……….Maine Highway 5
At 3.23 M. past snubbing post on right. Here apparently someone did work that was very
confusing. We lost 1 1/2 hours hunting for the trail from there on. I hope we finally marked it so
others will have no trouble.
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After passing snubbing post, turn right on trail ascending gradually. I think a trail was cut across
an oxbow here because the trail leaves the wood road at sharp right at the snubbing post, ascends
crossing a wide open space (junction of two hauling roads) and goes straight up .1 M. on Spruce
Mt. The guide book leads one to look for the trail to the left, it should point to the right.
Guide book should read "Pass to right of log cabin at 9.23 (The Ten of Clubs).
Perhaps, Mr. Kilpatrick was in fresh condition when he walked to Squirrel Rock, but to us after
coming over Spruce Mt. it surely seemed the 3.05 M. as given in the guide book.
This section needs more work done next year as raspberry bushes are filling the trail rapidly.
Section 4
Main Highway 5…………. Main Highway 17
This section of trail was in very good condition especially the part between Elephant and Old
Blue, cut by Rangeley Camp. Elephant Mt. shelter does have some slash area near it that should
be cleared up.
We found the crossing of Black Brook at the old dam. It is my opinion that the north side of the
brook presents more difficulties than the present trail.
Section 5
Main Highway 17………….Main Highway 4
The truck trail has in this section cut off the trail near the ridge at end of construction. After
crossing brook at 4.05 M. the road shortly comes into view. We cut out the trail as far as the old
Noon Day shelter on the right of truck road.
Section 18…………North to South
Oberton Stream……………Main Highway 4
From summit of Poplar Ridge at 2.12 M. descend into sag, cross brook at about 2.3 M. Here is
located Saddleback Jr. shelter. No time was left in which to build latrines, also there is
considerable slash near the shelter that should be cleared next year.
We went over Saddleback in a very dense fog, but had very little difficulty finding cairns. No
new ones were built but each was painted and a directional arrow and spots to next cairn were
made.
I disagree with Mr. Kilpatrick on the position of trail by mud bog between Eddy and Ethel Ponds.
Guide book Pub. no. 4, page no. 109 line 20 reads "To right of mud bog. Unless I am terribly
mistaken or there are two mud ponds, it should read to left of mud pond. I checked this at the
time with your typed guide. We passed going north, Ethel Pond to the right of us, next Mud Pond
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on the left of the trail and then Eddy on the left also turning left along shore we arrived at the
shelter.
Perhaps Mr. Taylor could settle his little problem for us. I should like to know definitely just
how the guide book should read.
Section 17. North to South
Sugarloaf lean-to is located on right of trail just before turning up hill at 1.86. Very little slash is
near the shelter.
We found two doubtful sources of water near the 5 M. mark on the south slope of Sugarloaf also
fair source of water at sag 6.5 M. at base of Spaulding.
The Spaulding Mt. lean-to was not built. A cleaning was made on a level spot 20 yards down the
gully from the spring at 8. M.
Mr. Helon Taylor was with us going in from Reddington to Spaulding so the difficult turns are
now well marked and blazed.
Section 16 North to South
Main Highway 16…………….Main Highway 27
S. D. Warren Company operation on Bigelow has obliterated the trail for about 3 miles. Coming
north, down the trail enter these cuttings, by following the main hauling road (tractor) one can
easily reach the highway. I believe the road follows very nearly the old trail route. The tower
man on Bigelow, also Robert Stubbs, informed me the alternate trail (Arnold Trail) was so
choked with brush and slash it should be left until next year. Judging from the condition below
the 3 mile mark we did not attempt further work at that time on Bigelow. I hoped to meet you
and talk this section over, planning to go back later however this will have to be taken up next
year.
Beyond the 3 mile mark the trail is in good condition. Mr. Taylor having just gone over the
Cranberry Peak we did not go there. He reported it was in excellent shape.
Sections 14 & 15 ……….North to South
Trail is in good condition in these two sections, our main difficulty was in finding a generous
ferryman at the Kennebec River. The new tote road from Pierce Pond to the Kennebec is slightly
confusing to the trail.
Both this trail and the alternate trail to the Ledge House showed very little if any evidence of use.
The shelter at Cold Stream had only one piece of charred wood in the fire place. Both trails were
in good condition however.
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This is a long report, but covering also a lot of work, much of which was entirely new to me.
Many of your suggestions reached me after we had already passed by the points mentioned.
Should I have the good fortune to be assigned to the trail next year I think there are many ways I
could improve on what was accomplished this season.
{Attwood, Greene, Taylor, Hunt, Billings}
October 14, 1937. Stanley B. Attwood to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have forwarded a couple of pictures which might be of interest. Later I expect to have a photo
of the sign at Frye brook and of the Baldpate trail.
I will mail you, Saturday, a copy of the Lewiston Journal with a brief article about the Hunt Trail
up Katahdin. I plan to write another short one on the Baldpate section of the AT.
We have a measuring wheel. The cyclometer is in tenths—none in hundredths available.
Quite a struggle on Goose-Eye. A diversity of interests has limited our labor which now amounts
to only about 60 man hours. We have done no measuring of length or altitude, are traveling by
compass in a direction scouted about two months ago. Our next trip should take us well toward a
tableland which means the steep climbing is over and the real cutting (through dense scrub) will
have to begin.
We have cleared the trail well, have blazed but not painted. The paint, signs, etc., can go on
when it is done.
If I have the courage I will append to this letter a sketch of our operations.
Mr. E. F. Greaton, secretary of the Maine Development Commission, is the Maine Alpine Club
Secretary. His duties very often conflict with our meetings, but he plans to be here for the
November session. At that time we expect to have a talk by Dr. Lloyd W. Fisher of Bates,
geologist.
Greaton writes: “I have made several mountain trips during the summer and have some excellent
new movies. I shall plan to work on the mountain booklet during the winter so that I may have it
published for the Spring.”
Our treasury is none too fat but I shall recommend to the November meeting a $10 donation to
the ATC to be earmarked for publications.
I have read with great interest the proceedings of the ATC. You are getting somewhere and
perhaps it’s fortunate the job is never done because then what would we have to worry about.
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October 18, 1937. Irving Meredith, Recording Secretary, Appalachian Mountain Club
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letter was read at a recent meeting of the Council and after discussion the following vote
was passed:
VOTED: That the question of publishing a new edition of the A. M. C. Katahdin Guide be
referred to the Guide Book Committee and that they report back their recommendations at the
next Council meeting.
Oct 18, 1937. Arnold E. Davis, CCC Camp Jefferson, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have completed my part of the work on the trail and am enclosing a record of the work done
and changes in the trail since the last issue of the guide book was published but will have to send
suggestions for future work a little later.
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine –1937 - Transcribed by David Field - Page

203

First of all however I wish to explain a few things that may not be understood by you. When I
was selected to work on the trail Mr. Billings informed me that I would be limited for time from
Aug. 16 to Sept 25. I was sent from Jefferson to the Greenville Camp on Aug. 16. My travelling
orders had not come through from Washington so I was forced to stay at the Greenville camp for
a whole week before starting actual work. I was taken to Katahdin Stream on Aug. 23 and began
work the following morning. The boys were given expense money for two weeks so we had to
return to the camp at the end of that time. Having already lost one week and not knowing what
lay ahead I assumed there was not much time to lose if I completed the work to the Kennebec by
Sept 25. When I arrived at the Greenville Camp on Aug. 16 I found there was only 3 quarts of
white and two quarts of the blue paint. I asked about that and Mr. Hardy the then acting camp
Supt. told me there was much more there in the spring but it had been sent to Bridgton. He
promised to send immediately so I left it up to him since Mr. Billings had previously told me to
take orders from the camp. On Aug 23 when I left for Katahdin the paint had not arrived but
Hardy promised to bring some to me as soon as it came. It did not come so, from Daicey Pond to
Yoke Ponds no painting was done because those rocks on the trail to Baxter Peak absorbed what
we had in no uncertain manner. I was very sorry about the paint because you had mentioned in a
letter that this was one of the more important phases. I was limited to axes as tools as there were
no sheaths for the crosscut saws. However we borrowed one from one of the camps for some
exceptionally large logs and handled the others with the axes. Later on at Berry's camps I
received two additional quarts of white paint and had to make that last for the remainder of the
distance. From Berry's to the Kennebec I used the paint only in the blind places and on the mile
markers. I expect you wondered why I did not paint the blazes on the part of the trail over which
you checked. Because of limited time Mr. Billings told me not to waste too much time on the
side trails so I slighted some and did others as you can see from the report.
I would like to assure you that I am very happy to have been chosen to do the work I did and I
found it much more thrilling and beautiful than I had expected. The Conference has done a
wonderful work in making possible this footpath for those who enjoy that type of recreation. It is
much more than the average person imagines. I am very sorry not to have been able to do the
work as I would like to have or as you would have had it but I hope you can understand my
reasons for not doing so. I have taken account of some future work and if there is any more work
done by CCC units I hope I may have another opportunity to help. If there is any other way in
which I may assist you I shall be pleased to do so too. I shall be pleased to hear from you and if
you come to Augusta or any other place near Jefferson I would like to meet you and talk over the
trail.
{Greene, Billings}

TRAIL CHANGES

Section 1
No change
Section 2
New trail from Penobscot West Branch around one end of Rainbow Lake to Clifford's
camps
Section 3
No change
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Section 4
No change
Section 5
No change
Section 6
No change
Section 7
(On page 69 of guide book). The detour was abandoned by McNeil when he worked that
area. I found it filled with blowdowns so painted out the blazes at both ends.
Section 8
Gulf Hagas trail was materially changed by McNeil but I am sure you know about this
condition.
Before reaching Hermitage another short cut was made but I think you are aware of that
also.
Section 9
No change
Section 10
No change
Section 11
No change
Section 12
There is a lumber operation going on at the present time on Breakneck Ridge. Care will
have to be taken in following blazes. I could not do anything definite with it.
There is a new trail which was cut by McNeil through the burn near Troutdale Cabins but
I think you are aware of that.
Section 13
No change
{Copy Billings, Attwood, Greene}

Record of Work Done
Section 1
Katahdin to Daicey Pond

Started work at the summit of Katahdin. Painted all blazes except a few near Katahdin Stream
Camp Ground where trail is very well worn and obviously marked. Cut a few low hanging
branches. Cut out a few windfalls between the Camp ground and Daicey Pond. Built a simple
bridge of poles and rocks across Katahdin Stream.
Section 2
Daicey Pond to Clifford's Rainbow Lake Camps
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From Daicey Pond to Penobscot West Branch there were only occasional deadfalls and a few
overhanging branches to dispose of. We had no white paint so could do nothing to the blazes.
Painted the blue trail from suspension bridge to lean-to. I could not work the remainder of the
blue trail to Rainbow Lake because limited time would not allow me to spend an extra day here
and I could not divide the crew because of the possibility of accidents. Boughed down the lean-to.
From West Branch to Clifford's camps the trail was difficult. Cut out many blow-downs and
some small bushes. Did no painting which was very much in need.
Section 3
Rainbow Lake to Nahmakanta Lake
Found the trail very difficult from Clifford's camps to the Outlet. Cut out a great number of large
blow-downs, removing many from the telephone wire. Cut out small bushes the entire distance.
Covered the 3 1/2 miles in 11 hours. From the Outlet Camps to Nahmakanta Lake the trail was
good. Removed only a few large blow-downs and some small bushes.
Section 4
Nahmakanta Lake to Maher Campground.
The trail around the lake was very difficult being filled with blowdowns. We cut out 207 as an
actual count from McDougall's to the lean-to at the foot of the lake. Built two pole bridges across
Pollywog Stream. From the lean-to to Maher Campground we cut out many blow-downs and
trimmed branches from small spruces along the trail near the Campground. Cleared and painted
the blue trail from Maher Campground to McDonald's White House Camps.
Section 5
Maher Campground to Lower Joe Mary Lake
Cut out a few blow-downs and some small bushes. Worked and painted blue trail up Potaywadjo
Ridge. (Potter takes good care of his trail each way from his main camp)
Section 6
Lower Joe Mary Lake to Yoke Ponds
Main trail good as far as blue trail to Joe Mary Mt. Worked and painted blue trail as far as the
spring but only painted the remainder of the trail. The trail was so full of blowdowns we couldn't
make an impression in the time we had to give. Leon Potter was interested in building some kind
of ladder into a tall tree on Joe Mary to enable hikers to look over the southern part of the Mtn.
so we took a hammer and some spikes but found the trees nearly all the same height with no
outstandingly tall one so the task was abandoned and the spikes left at the base of the old ladder
already there. We found and cleared many big windfalls in the trail up along Cooper Brook to the
G.N.P. Co's gravel road. Painted mile markers only on the white trail.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine –1937 - Transcribed by David Field - Page

206

Section 7
Yoke Ponds to Third West Branch Pond
This was a difficult portion of the trail filled with numerous big dry blowdowns and many alders.
We cleared the small bushes and blowdowns and painted the blazes. Did not work the trail to
Little Boardman Mt. Marked out the detour from loghauler road at 2.5 mi (page 69 of guide
book). Rebuilt log bridge over Logan Brook from old logs that had been washed out of place by
spring high water. Replaced obliterated metal tags.
Section 8
Third West Branch Pond to Long Pond
Cut out numerous big blowdowns from there to the old set of lumber camps. Trail from there to
the summit of White Cap was well cleared. Painted the blue trail from the saddle to watchman's
tower. Cleared trail to Long Pond. Painted all the blazes and mile markers. We had no blue paint
so could not repaint blazes to Gulf Hagas but cleared the trail. Replaced all obliterated metal
signs.
Section 9
Long Pond to Bodfish Farm
Worked blue trail from Long Pond to the main trail at 6.6 mi but did not paint. Worked main trail
but painted only very blind spots and mile markers. Worked all blue trails but did no painting.
Cleared all blowdowns and replaced some metal markers.
Section 10
Bodfish Farm to Monson
Did no painting from Bodfish Farm to Big Wilson Bridge except at the beginning of side trail to
Borestone Mt. Cleared this trail. Painted entire distance from Big Wilson Bridge through to
Monson. Worked and painted blue trail to Big Wilson Cliffs also blue trail to Wilson Falls and
Gorge. Painted out some white blazes where trail follows highway in Monson. We found many
big blowdowns through this section. Replaced all obliterated metal signs.
Section 11
Monson to Blanchard
Painted out some white markers where trail follows highway in Monson. Cleared blowdowns
and painted blazes through woods to Blanchard. Painted out some white blazes where trail
follows highway in Blanchard. Painted mile markers and replaced metal markers.
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Section 12
Blanchard to Troutdale Cabins
Painted out some white markers where trail follows highway in Blanchard. Painted blind spots
and mile markers through to Troutdale Cabins. Cut out many blowdowns on the way through.
(There is a lumber operation going on now on Breakneck Ridge so the trail will be difficult to
follow.) We cleared and painted the trail where it crosses the rocks on Moxie Bald Mt. (Did not
build the lean-to on Moxie Bald). Painted blue trail from Watchman's cabin to lookout tower.
Cleared trail of blowdowns and painted blind spots and mile markers to Troutdale Cabins. Did
not have time to clear the raspberry bushes from summit of Moxie Bald to Troutdale Cabins.
Section 13
Troutdale Cabins to Caratunk
Cleared trail, and painted mile markers and blind spots from Troutdale Cabins to the beginning
of Automobile Road at Pleasant Pond. Worked and painted blue trail to lookout tower on
Pleasant Mtn. Could do no painting along automobile road from Pleasant Mtn. to Caratunk
because of no paint.
October 18, 1937. Stanley B. Attwood to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Don't worry about description of our trail to Goose-Eye, yet. We are pretty near to the summit of
the first ridge but it looks as though we would be lucky to have the entire trail painted and signed
about next October.
A small group from the club has worked persistently but the majority feel more like hiking and I
am in no position to disagree, though I may bear down on them for one trip.
We are clearing thoroughly. Got into black growth, Sunday. After two hours' cutting we came
back over the same section in eight minutes, so you can see it was fairly thick.
The minute the trail is done and measured will send a description and write-up, if it's worth it.
Baldpate or any other photos can be used (unless stated otherwise) but I hope you can give credit
to photographer, John E. Libby of Auburn. Will have the extra prints made as requested and sent
with bill.
Regards to Mr. Warren Watson. From the ATC report he seems to have developed into either a
fire eater or fire worshiper.
October 20, 1937. Joe [Boudreau?], Kokadjo, Maine to Walter Greene. [Hand-written]
My Dear Walter
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Very sorry to know you were sick hope you feeling better now we miss you this summer.
Have sold my camp to Chadwick this fall and am stopping down to south inlet now will probably
stop there for the winter, come to sea me sometime. Fred Chadwick will probably right you all
about it, feeling perte good. Lot of good wishes.
October 21, 1936. Myron Avery to George C. Martin, Caratunk, Maine
Dear Mr. Martin:
We have been checking over the work done this year by the CCC Camp in Maine and
determining what still remained to be done. The report from the CCC Foreman said something
about a new tote-road from Pierce Pond to the Kennebec. I was wondering if Mr. Sterling had
cut a new road or if it was merely the confusion caused by the run-arounds which were there
when I made my trip last year.
So that we can determine whether or not these items still remain to be done, will you let me
know whether or not the paint blazes at Moxie Pond and on the old road to Carry Ponds were
taken out with the black paint? If there have been any other developments in that area, I should
be very glad to know of them. We assume that you duly received the copy of the booklet, The
Silver Aisle, on the Trail in Maine. If you would like additional copies to distribute to interested
people, send a note to The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building,
Washington, D.C., and they will be forwarded to you.
1 will appreciate very much your letting me hear from you in connection with these matters.
October 21, 1936. Myron Avery to R. W. Billings
Dear Mr. Billings:
Mr. Hicks has sent me a four-page letter of the work this summer and Mr. Davis has written that
he will write in the near future. As soon as I have a chance to digest this material, I can
determine how the Trail situation stands. I take it that the shelter on Moxie Bald was not
attempted and the one on Spaulding could not be completed this year.
I have very much in mind the matter of providing a list of shelter sites. I wrote the two sporting
camp proprietors in question but as yet I have received no reply from Mr. Potter at Joe Mary
Lake. Mr. Berry at Yoke Ponds said that he regarded it a matter for the Forest Service and the
land owners.
I am writing Mr. Potter again, as I want to put this material in your hands at a very early date.
October 21, 1936. Myron Avery to Leon Potter, The Antlers Camp
Dear Mr. Potter:
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I assume that you received my letter about the shelter situation and as soon as you have an
opportunity, you will let me know how the matter stands. Mr. Berry wrote that he regarded this
as a matter for the land owners and the Maine Forest Service rather than something with which
he was principally concerned. As you know, the CCC work is under the direction of the Forest
Service.
1 hope very much that the suggestions which I have made as to possible locations will meet with
your favor. To have a continuous chain of lean-tos will be a splendid announcement of the
completion of the Trail. Having a break in one section detracts from its utility. We want to see
that your interests are fully protected and this was the reason for my writing you, with the
thought that something satisfactory to you could be developed.
October 21, 1936. Myron Avery to Charles Berry, Yoke Ponds
Dear Mr. Berry:
1 have been away from Washington and delayed in replying to your letter. I gather that when you
said it was a matter for the land owners and the Forest Service, you meant that you would not
have any objection as far as you yourself were concerned, if the lean-tos were built. As you may
know, the CCC work is under the direction of the Forest Service, so the building of the lean-tos
would be at their specific direction.
I have not heard from Mr. Potter as yet and am writing him again.
I hope to see you next summer.
October 21, 1936. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Mr. Stubbs:
1 am sending you under separate cover a copy of the report which Mr. Hicks, of the Bridgton
Camp, made on the work on the Trail in western Maine. You will note that they succeeded in
building the lean-tos on Sugarloaf and Spaulding [sic. It was the “Saddleback Jr.” lean-to on
Poplar Ridge, not Spaulding.]. You will remember that our working arrangement has been that I
have kept you informed as to where the lean-tos were built so that you could take the necessary
steps to include them on the map and in the list of public camp sites and get the signs made. I
suppose the best way of caring for these two structures would be to turn the signs over to Helon
Taylor.
Incidentally, while we are making up a list of what remains to be done, it occurs to me to ask if
all of the signs declaring them campsites have been placed on the various lean-tos. I did not see
any at the Penobscot West Branch lean-to this fall. Incidentally, I would like to ask you to make
a rather careful record to determine if other than the shelters at Katahdin Stream, the lean-tos at
Chimney Pond are public campsites. I know the lean-to at the Northwest Basin is not.
October 21, 1936. Myron Avery to Gordon Hunt, Rangeley, Maine
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Dear Gordon:
I have been wondering for some time how things were going with you in the Rangeley area. I
imagine that you would be interested in the report of the work of the CCC Foreman and I am
enclosing a copy of it. We hope to get additional lean-tos built next year. The Trail up
Saddleback seems to get as much use as any section. I suppose that you found an opportunity to
make the corrections on the signs, because I have heard nothing more about that.
I was sorry not to get a chance to be in Rangeley again this summer, for I like that locality very
much. I am inclined to think that Hicks’crew in coming from the west have changed the route of
the Trail where it joins the Houghton truck road. Instead of leaving the road at 3.05 m., as we did
with our marking, I am afraid that they came into it at the height of land. I am going to try and
get it changed back, if possible, so as to eliminate the mileage on the truck road. I understand,
incidentally, that the owner has threatened to close this off. Probably the Trail and road are close
together at the height of land, but I thought that the Trail could be pushed over a bit so as to skirt
the road. I am trying to find out from Mr. Hicks just what he did in this connection but I am
afraid it is somewhat uncertain.
I spent about a week, after being called to Lubec, in the Katahdin area. It was the hottest time
that I was ever in the woods. I never saw any thing quite like it.
I certainly expect to get up your way next summer and I would appreciate hearing from you and
knowing how things have gone. Please give my best regards to Mrs. Hunt and Sylvia and to my
other acquaintances in Rangeley.
October 21, 1936. Myron Avery to Chairman, Hut, Trail and Camp Extension Committee,
Appalachian Mountain Club, 5 Joy Street, Boston, Mass.
Dear Sir:
During the past summer two crews from the Bridgton and Greenville CCC Camps, respectively,
covered the Appalachian Trail from the Maine-New Hampshire line to Katahdin in Maine. I am
quoting an extract of a report on the work done which relates to the AMC shelters:
State line to Grafton Notch trail in fair shape, blazes painted both ways, shelter at Full
Goose and Carlo Col in good shape. Spec Pond AMC Shelter is old and much used and
should be repaired within a few years. A spring was found 60 yards south of Spec Pond
Shelter on the Success Pond trail.
There is a possibility of including in the CCC program for Maine along the Trail next year
additional shelter work. If the Club wishes, we would recommend that this shelter, which
apparently is in very bad condition, be repaired after the other needed structures have been
finished.
You will recall that some time back we advised you that through the connections of Assistant
CCC Forester James W. Sewall, the AMC shelters on the Mahoosuc Range had been declared
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public campsites, thus eliminating the possibility of a user of these structures finding himself in
difficulty through a violation of the Maine Guide Law.
October 21, 1936. Myron Avery to Robert M. Hicks, Foreman, CCC Camp P-66, Bridgton,
Maine
Dear Mr. Hicks:
I appreciate your detailed letter of October 7th, which arrived as we were revising the Guidebook
for the third edition. I understand all of your comments with the exception of two matters which I
am mentioning below.
We want to make a detailed and accurate list of the work which should be done on the Trail
between the New Hampshire line and the Kennebec River. I am attaching a carbon of this list
which includes everything that has been reported to me. I would appreciate your checking it over
carefully and letting me know of additional items. There are some matters which are, of course,
of no consequence, but we do want a comprehensive list of everything which needs attention.
You have written about the situation on Little Bigelow, which answers my previous query.
Another traveler on the Trail called our attention to the mistake with respect to the “Mud Bog”
on Saddleback. I remember the locality and the correction that you suggest has been made.
The two things that I wish to ask are as follows:
1. What do you mean by the new tote-road from Pierce Pond to the Kennebec? Has a new road
been cut since last fall? Last year when I was over it, there were a number of run-arounds, etc.,
which made the route confusing.
2. From what you say, I am inclined to think that we have a discrepancy between the Guidebook
and the marked trail between Maine Highway 17 and Maine Highway 4. In traveling west, the
truck road was to be used for 3.5 miles. It was our intention to use as little of the truck road as
possible and to have the old trail which was somewhat obliterated by blowdowns cleared. If
farther west the road and trail came close together, the trail could be shifted so as to skirt the road.
I do not know where the "Old Noon Day Shelter" is located.
On both this and the previous inquiry, I wish you would take the typed Guidebook description
and write in exactly what change should be made. If you extended the marking for an additional
mile along the truck road, I feel that, in order to reduce this mileage, if possible, we should have
the trail leave the road where the Guidebook indicates.
I will appreciate your letting me have this information in detail as well as your comment on the
required work.
I have heard many comments on the excellent work that you and your crew performed and have
passed these on to Mr. Billings. I certainly hope that the work will be continued next year and
that it will again be assigned to you.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine –1937 - Transcribed by David Field - Page

212

October 23, 1937. Myron Avery to Arnold E. Davis, Camp Jefferson, North Whitefield,
Maine
Dear Mr. Davis:
I have your letter of October 13th and enclosure. I am very glad to have your detailed report, as it
enables me to determine what work remains to be finished on the Trail and the changes to be
made in the Guidebook.
I can understand that you had quite some difficulty and I am amazed at the extent of the
blowdown area at Nahmakanta Lake.
I do regret very much the situation with respect to the paint. The one thing that we had hoped
was to get the entire route repainted this year. I thought you might need paint and wrote you on
several occasions, and if you could have found an opportunity to have written me and advised
me of your progress and your problems, I could have seen to it that paint reached you on the
Trail so that you would not have had this difficulty. I am glad to note that you did renew the
obliterated ones.
Your comment with respect to Section 8 of “another shortcut” disturbs me somewhat. The
original relocation left the old route and came down Hay Brook. Is this what you had in mind? If
the route which you marked departed from the Guidebook description, this is most unfortunate,
as we do not have the description and it means an error in the Guidebook. These changes from
the Guidebook are the very things that we repeatedly cautioned the workers against permitting to
occur. If you will kindly take the Guide and indicate the change from the printed description here,
it will help us considerably. Had I known of this in time, I could have arranged to have gotten the
description.
I note that you will send suggestions for future work. I shall be very glad to have these.
October 24, 1937. George E. Martin, Caratunk, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Received your letter of Oct. 21st in regards to a new tote road to Pierce Pond. Wish to say that
there is about two mile of new road from Kennebec river in as far as Otter pond stream.
This road is a good gravel road built last winter to haul out lumber by truck, lumber being cut on
Bow-town. There is a crew over there now, continuing said road north to Depot camp on lower
Otter pond.
Am sorry to say that I don’t know whether the black paint did the trick on white blazes you
referred to or not.
I expect to go on Bald Mt. today or soon and will notice that end of trail and blazes and let you
know on my return home.
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Received “The Silver Aisle” on the Maine trail.
October 25, 1937. Robert G. Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have at hand your letter of October 21, but I have not seen the report of Hicks yet. I have seen
him from time to time and have talked with him about the work he was doing. I have not been
able to use the trail or travel on it as much as I would like to because of other duties.
It is my intention to make a complete set of new signs for these trail shelters. On them I believe it
would be well to state that they are camp sites and primarily for the use of hikers on the trail.
This will make them a little bit more exclusive. On the department camp site folders I intend to
make a similar distinction. It will also serve to advertise the trail.
In the Penobscot country the shelters where the signs have not been placed are out of my district
and they have not as yet had any proper designation except in the camp site folder. The public
shelters on the Katahdin Stream and the one on the Hunt trail are public camp sites. The one at
Chimney Pond has never been so designated. People have, however, been staying here ever since
there is a trail to the mountain. It all appears very irregular, but due to lack of funds the Katahdin
Park Commission has not been able to do the proper work which should be done to handle
people who wish to travel on the mountain.
{Copy Greene, Attwood}
October 25, 1937. Stanley B. Attwood to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:Considering we have made no attempt to measure the trail, and won't until we get it through, I
will do the best I can on estimating. I will have Penley look over my description and make such
corrections as he thinks necessary.
The trail, as I have explained, is designed to give Maine people an access to the Goose-Eye
Peaks and nearby points along that part of the AT otherwise inaccessible without the arduous trip
from Grafton Notch or the longer trip from the Gorham end of that section.
When done it will be a Standard Trail—measured, signed, blazed in blue. Since the country it
passes through has not been mapped accurately, it is only an estimate the trail will be about five
miles long. But if we make no serious mistakes it will hit the AT somewhere near the spur trail
that goes west to the main (west) peak of Goose-Eye.
At North Bethel, on the Bethel-Rumford road, turn left (NW) onto old section of black road and
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at 0.6 miles continue straight ahead on Sunday River road (dirt road passable except in earliest
spring). Cross covered bridge at about 4.0 m. and continue 3.0 m to point where new (1936)
logging bridges cross Bull Branch of Sunday River. Cross left (SW) and leave cars in clearing.
Pass at left (E) of farmhouse and continue short distance to wood road, right. For about 1.5 the
trail follows blazed wood road (continually bearing to left except that obvious cross roads are
avoided) to clearing among large birch. Circle this clearing at left and then, at farther end, turn
upgrade at right, following numerous blazes.
Trail has been cleared to standard width for an additional 1.5 (estimated Oct.17,1937) to perhaps
2,500 feet. Unpainted blazes are numerous but trail is unmistakable.
A previous prospecting trip over a slightly different route indicates the new trail is well up to the
top of the first high easterly shoulder of the mountain.
Once this is surmounted, the direction will be almost directly west.
Up much of the slopes beyond the birch clearing the trail is through hard wood, first gradual and
then steep. Soon after it slabs somewhat westward it passes through an old stand of spruce, then
thick scrub, is now in somewhat scattered scrub. A preliminary survey indicated the scrub
beyond the shoulder is very dense.
Extremely heavy rains have made further work this fall impracticable. Will finish next year and
forward a complete description.
October 27, 1937. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood
Dear Mr. Attwood:
Thank you for your letter about the Goose Eye Trail. I am enclosing three copies of the Chapter
on Goose Eye Trail as I have prepared it for the Guidebook, from the data which you have given
to me. Please make whatever changes you wish and fill in the blanks.
We have made a reference to this chapter in the through data and will print it in this form. In
supplements and in later editions, the chapter can be revised. I have one query. Why will not
your trail join in with The Appalachian Trail at the East Peak of Goose Eye rather than the West
Peak? That would seem to be to be the logical place.
1 am very much in a quandary over a recent development in connection with the Maine
Guidebook. I am completely at a loss as to how to proceed and I am writing you to ask if by any
chance any of your associates could help in the matter. However, I do not want you to feel any
hesitation in saying that nothing can be done, if that proves to be the situation, for I realize that it
might involve some difficulty.
The situation is that, after having the manuscript all ready to go to the printer, I find in Mr. Hicks’
report a suggestion which the enclosed letter of October 24th from Forest Ranger Martin shows
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to be a radical development on the Trail route which I had not known of. Naturally, I do not want
to print incorrect or erroneous data for this short section, but I am completely at a loss as to how
to get the new route. I am not sure what Hicks did in the way of marking the route. I would
assume that he followed the new gravel road as far as Otter Pond Stream and then the old route
to Sterling’s Camp. The change is so material that I am reluctant to use the old description. I am
enclosing the sections from the Guidebook as they now stand, together with the topographic
maps.
If there is anyone who is disposed to help us out by taking the measuring wheel and rewriting a
new chapter for us on this section, it will solve a problem which has me completely stumped at
the moment. If necessary, I could send a measuring wheel by express.
October, 1937.
WORK REQUIRED ON APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
South to North
1. Speck Pond Shelter (A.M.C.) needs repair.
2. Baldpate Mtn.: Trail between Me. Highway 26 and Grafton Notch Shelter needs clearing and
better marking. On east slope the old wood road needs reclearing with a type of tool able to cut
out small growth and raspberry bushes.
3. Log bridge over The Churn on Frye Brook (uprooted) to be restored.
4. From Andover-B Hill Road trail by Surplus Pond and over Spruce Mtn. and down Mountain
Brook needs to be recleared, same as No. 2, because of lumbering operations.
5. Is there a 3 m. marker nearer the Squirrel Rock Lean-to which is at 3.05 m. from Me. Highway
16?
6. Construction of a side trail to Elephant Mtn.
7. Elephant Mtn. Shelter needs cleaning up of slash left there. Sign to be placed at junction with
side trail to lean-to with A.T. Shelter also requires work to correct leaks in roof.
8. Many additional cairns required on Mt. Saddleback, particularly to mark trail where it enters
scrub on west end of Mountain.
9. Slash around Saddleback Mtn. Shelter to be cleaned up.
10. At A.T. crossing of Highway 17, on the sign, distance to Elephant Mtn. Shelter
should be changed from "8.92 m." to "5.62 m.".
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11. Trail connection with Houghton Ponds Truck Road needs to be cleared up so that Trail
leaves road at 3.05 m. from Me. Highway 4, as per Guidebook, and not at end of truck road.
Much fallen timber on this section of 1.5 m. not cleared in 1936.
12. Build shelter on Spaulding Mtn. at clearing made by Hicks’ crew in 1937 at spring, 8 m.
from Bigelow Village.
13. Bigelow Mtn.: Requires much work on Little Bigelow Mtn. and on main A.T. from Me.
Highway to East Peak; to remark and reclear trail following 1936-7 lumber operations.
14. Roofs on all shelters require more or less work due to cracking and warping
of slabs on roofs.
15. Build latrines for Grafton, Frye Brook, Elephant, Sabbath Day, Piazza
Rock, Saddleback, Sugarloaf, Bigelow Col, Horns Ponds, and Cold Stream Lean-tos.
16. Build lean-tos on Arnold Trail Route at Jerome Brook and Carrying Place
Brook.
17. Blue-blaze and clear the side trail at Piazza Rock Lean-to.
18. Have signs (supplied by Maine Forest Service) designating public camp site been put up on
each shelter?
19. Remove any confusion as to marking on Pierce Pond Tote-road reported in 1936 by Hicks.
Was old marking at Moxie Pond and on Carry Ponds Tote-road removed by Me. Forest Service
Patrolman Martin?
20. Has fork .1 m. south of Surplus Pond, reported by Dr. Robert B. Sosman as badly marked,
been corrected?
{Copy Greene, Attwood, Taylor, Hicks}
October, 1937
WORK TO BE DONE ON APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE.
(This list excludes CCC work list of Oct. 1937; this list is a revision of September 3, 1936 list.)
1. Check Bigelow Range trail data because of Taylor's relocation at Reservoir.
2. Measure Mahoosuc Trail in Maine.
3. Check description of trail from Me. Highway 4 to Four Ponds.
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4. Remeasure for relocation between Boudreau's Camp and Berry's Camps, from North to South,
and put in mile markers. See that marking along East Branch and between East Branch and top
of ridge west of Berry's is carefully marked, because of the recent logging operations.
5. Remeasure from Dore's tote-road to York's for relocations, from North to South, putting in
mile markers.
6. Remeasure, check Trail data, putting in mile markers, and measuring side trails from Little
Wilson to Monson, measuring all side trails.
7. Road at Monson and at Blanchard to be remarked, painting out excess blazes.
8. On Moxie Mountain, cairns to be built along summit, clearing to be better done on top and
lean-to to be built on east side of mountain at Old Hollingsworth and Whitney No. 5
Campground site. The tote-road between 4 and 6 miles approx. from Blanchard needs marking.
Put in mile markers 13 to 16 on west slope of mountain.
9. Trail data from Pierce Pond to Dead River Village to be checked in field and mile markers put
in.
10. Check Trail west of Troutdale on lower east slope of Pleasant Pond Mountain to see if beaver
flowage had made necessary a relocation; same on Bald Mtn. Brook.
11. Check from Hermitage to York's to see if lumbering necessitates re-marking or has changed
trail data.
12. Change mile markers 5, 6 and 7 on Section 1, North to South.
13. Remove trail markers painted blue on blue-blazed side trail, and paint blue certain white
paint blazes which have been overlooked. (Nesowadnehunk- Rainbow Trail.)
14. Change mile markers between Rainbow Lake and Nahmakanta Lake. Present markers are .08
m. too far north.
Corrected Nov. 1, 1937
MAILING LIST FOR RELEASES ON APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE.
(See also Maine Planning Board List of Newspapers, corrected to November 1, 1935)
Portland Sunday Telegram
Portland Evening Express
Portland Evening News
Lewiston Journal,
Waterville Morning Sentinel
Kennebec Journal

Portland, Maine
Portland, Maine
Portland, Maine
Lewiston, Maine
Waterville, Maine
Augusta, Maine
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Bangor Daily News
Bangor Daily Commercial
Biddeford Journal
Bath Daily Times
Houlton Times
The Courier-Gazette
Boothbay Register
Franklin Journal and Farmington Chronicle
The Star Herald
The Independent Reporter
Eastport Sentinel
The Old York Transcript
Ellsworth American
Bridgton News
Calais Advertiser
Oxford County Citizen
Fort Fairfield Review
Camden Herald
Millinocket Advertiser
The Piscataquis Observer
Guildford Register
The Lubec Herald
Kenneth Berry, Portland Press Herald

Bangor, Maine
Bangor, Maine
Biddeford, Maine
Bath, Maine
Houlton, Maine
Rockland, Maine
Boothbay Harbor, Maine
Farmington, Maine
Presque Isle, Maine
Skowhegan, Maine
Eastport, Maine
York Village, Maine
Ellsworth, Maine
Bridgton, Maine
Calais, Maine
Bethel, Maine
Fort Fairfield, Maine
Camden, Maine
Millinocket, Maine
Dover-Foxcroft, Maine
Guildford, Maine
Lubec, Maine
Portland, Maine
*****
MAINE DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

Governor Lewis 0. Barrows,
Robert P. Hazzard
Arthur G. Staples
George J. Stobie
Herbert L. Swett
Frank P. Washburn
George J. Wentworth
Harold H. Hanold
Rodney E. Feyler
Bernard E. Esters
Everett F. Greaton, Executive Secretary
Earle Doucette, Publicity Director

Augusta, Maine.
Gardiner, Maine.
Lewiston, Maine.
Waterville, Maine.
Skowhegan, Maine.
Augusta, Maine.
Kennebunkport, Maine.
Standish, Maine.
Thomaston, Maine.
Houlton, Maine.
Augusta, Maine.
Augusta, Maine.

MAINE STATE PARK COMMISSION
Austin W. Keating
Raymond Rendall, Secretary
Fred A. Gilbert
Forest Commissioner George H. Gruhn
Inland Fisheries & Game Commissioner George J. Stobie

Belfast, Maine.
Alfred, Maine.
Hampden, Maine.
Augusta, Maine.
Augusta, Maine.
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November 3, 1937. Myron Avery to R. W. Billings. Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Billings:
1 have forwarded to you copies of the detailed letters sent in by Foremen Hicks and Davis, of the
Bridgton and Greenville crews, respectively, with the thought that their detailed report would be
of assistance to you in connection with CCC work in Maine for 1938. You will note that by
reason of various circumstances, many of the items of work which were expected to be
accomplished this year could not be completed. These circumstances lead me to suggest that it
would be in order to have those details from the Camps next year specifically to do what was
deferred this year. I appreciate that this would mean the same type of arrangement as was in
effect this year, but it would not involve going over the entire Trail but merely clearing up the
loose ends and putting the whole in good order. With these matters remaining unattended, we are
left under a very considerable handicap.
When I saw you in Augusta, as you will recall, I was to furnish a list of lean-tos to complete the
chain. 1 have not heard from the proprietor of the camp at Joe Mary, although I have written to
him twice, with the thought of being able to determine some location which would not interfere
with his special interests, It seems to me that the site which I have mentioned on Potaywadjo
Ridge is so far away from any fishing ground that the shelter would be useful only to hikers and
not afford a base for fishing parties.
This list is as follows:
Distance from Katahdin
3.14 Miles
5.14 Miles
10.55 Miles
Miles
31.32 Miles
38.4 Miles
48. Miles
59. Miles
67. Miles
82.45 Miles
93. Miles
99. Miles
127. Miles
Miles

Name of Shelter
Hunt Spur Lean-to
(Completed)
Katahdin Stream Shelter
(Completed)
West Branch Lean-to
(Completed)
Rainbow Lake Lean-to
(Completed)
Nahmakanta Lake
(Completed)
Potaywadjo Spring
Cooper Brook
East Branch of Pleasant River
Junction Trail to Chadwick’s and White Cap
Sag between Chairback and Columbus Mtns.
Long Pond Stream
Little Wilson Bridge
Moxie Bald (H. &. W. No. 5 Camps)
West End Pierce Pond
*****
Arnold Trail Route
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Miles
Miles

Crossing of Carrying Place Stream
Jerome Brook
*****
Western Maine

Miles

Lean-to on Spaulding at site already cleared
by Foreman Hicks

(For list of the completed structures in Western Maine, see Third edition of Maine Guide.)
Copy to Walter Greene. I would be glad to have you write in any suggestions which you have.
M. H. A.
November 4, 1937. Myron Avery to Robert B. Sosman
Dear Sosman:
The notes on the Geology of the Trail duly arrived. They read most interestingly and are just
what we wanted. As this is an untapped field, I know that they will add considerably to the
interest of the traveler in that section. I shall send to you the typed pages for planographing, with
the cut inserted, as soon as the work has been done.
As I suggested before, I am submitting the note to Appalachia, which seems to like material of
this sort. It may be too late for the December issue. If used, it is with the understanding that we
can make use of it in the third edition.
We are correcting the errors in the tracing of the A.T. map which you have noted.
We find that it is not possible to copyright the words "Appalachian Trail". To get a patent on the
Trail monogram would mean an expenditure of $17.00 and we have concluded to apply for a
copyright on the insignia which would protect its use in publications. As a matter of fact, if some
bright individual were to decide to use it as a trademark for manufactured goods and to capitalize
on its publicity, it would probably mean more difficulty and expense than we would care to
undertake to prevent it and the copyrighting for publication gives us some protection. I went into
this in detail with Treasurer Schuetz, who is a patent lawyer. He is not sure that we could get the
design patented.
November 4, 1937. Myron Avery to E. C. Burnard, City Editor, Portland Press Herald
Dear Mr, Burnard:
You may recall that I wrote to you some time ago in connection with photographs supplied by
The Appalachian Trail Conference which had been used from time to time in the Portland Press
Herald, and suggested that the paper might find of interest a set of unique lumbering photographs
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which the Trail Conference has. I shall be in Portland the first of next week and will call at your
office in this connection. I trust that I will be there at a time which will be convenient to you.
{11/14/37. Saw N. E. Gordon, Managing Editor, P-H, P-E, PT re this matter. Said Press-Herald
would still use occasional photos and to send them on.}
November 9, 1937. Myron Avery to Honorable Robert Fechner, Director, Emergency
Conservation Work, Washington, D. C.
Dear Mr. Fechner:
From time to time the CCC Camps have, in various sections, made considerable contributions to
The Appalachian Trail project. For instance, during the past three years, in Maine an extensive
section of The Appalachian Trail was completed by various CCC Camps, and a chain of lean-tos
built along the Trail. There also has been other activity along the Trail by CCC Camps in the
Pisgah National Forest, west of Hot Springs, in the Shenandoah National Park and other places.
At the last meeting of The Appalachian Trail Conference, which was attended by various
representatives of the United States Forest and Park Services, arrangements were made for the
further development of the needed chain of shelters along the entire Trail route. This matter is
reported in the attached Proceedings of the Conference. At the present time the United States
Forest and National Park Services have under consideration an agreement to give to the
Appalachian trail, within their respective reservations, a particular status as a Trailway, in order
to safeguard its future and to provide required facilities. This program will include such shelters
as can be built and are required on National Forests and Parks.
There is, however, one other phase of this problem which we wish to bring to your attention. In a
number of instances, CCC Camps are so located that it would be possible for them to build
shelters on lands outside of Federal or State reservations.
Apart from the general desirability of this project, it is our feeling that the 1937 Act specifically
authorizes such an activity. Section 3 provides for activity on land in private ownership of work
which relates to the “control of forest fires”. It would seem entirely logical that the
concentration of camping along the Trail, at designated shelter sites with ample fire protection, in
lieu of promiscuous camping, would be a forest fire control measure and fully authorized under
the 1937 Act. We recognize, of course, that the further requirements of maintenance and the
procuring of eases or permission from the land owners would be a matter which would have to
be attended to by the constituent members of the Appalachian Trail Conference.
In view of the fact that the Conference proposes to make every effort to complete the needed
chain of shelters and, in some instances, could suggest to the appropriate authorities shelter work
on privately-owned land, we wished in the first instance to bring this matter to your attention for
the purpose of ascertaining whether or not, with the requirements of maintenance and permission
of the land owners complied with, such activity would not be considered by you as authorized
under the 1937 legislation.
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You may recall that, from time to time, you have expressed your satisfaction with the reports that
have reached you of this commendable phase of the CCC activity. We greatly appreciate the
contribution which this activity has made not only to The Appalachian Trail project but to this
form of recreation generally.
Copy to Major Welch, Ballard, Torrey, Schairer, Heard
November 13, 1937. [Marion Park?] to F. F. Schuetz
Dear Mr. Schuetz:
I have your letter of November 5th, and am glad the report was all right.
As for the Katahdin Bibliography payment to Miss Stephenson, I had not checked up on the
amount which was due her from the reports I had made previously, but have done this since the
receipt of your letter and it is proper to pay her the balance in your account of $22.00. This will
make $51.00 in all which has been paid her on the account. I asked her about a bill and she said
she had given Mr. Avery a bill which she supposed he had sent on to you. The amount of it was
$102.00, which would leave $51.00 still due on the account. I will check with Mr. Avery when
he gets back and see if he still has the bill.
Yes, it is proper for you to send the total receipts from the sale of Maine Guides, Maps and
Mountains of Western Maine, less the $12.00 which has been paid the New England Trail
Conference, which would leave a balance of $59.35.
Thank you for the $25.00 check for the petty cash account.
November 15, 1937. Gordon Hunt to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
I hope you will pardon the delay in answering your letter. Thanks for the report of Hicks on
conditions of the trail as he found it and the work he did. While Hicks was stationed at the CCC
Camp here and working on the Section east of Route 4 I came to know him well. He is a fine
chap, much interested in his work and that part of his work which I have seen was well done.
Inasmuch as the work was absolutely new to him I consider he did a fine job. The only criticism
or rather suggestion which I might make is that next year the crew have a bush scythe as one
item of equipment, to cut the tall ferns, raspberry bushes etc. which grow so quickly in the trail.
As to the change in the sign on Route 4 at Sandy River Ponds, I made the correction shortly after
receiving word from you and wrote you a short time later. Everything is OK as far as that sign is
concerned.
Regarding the section coming east from Four Ponds to Route 4, there is a blind spot at the height
of land where the abandoned Houghton Road approaches the location of the trail. This should
have a little attention and possibly a little additional painting. There is a logging operation in
progress in this area, west of the last year’s cut which may reach the height of land at the end of
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the Houghton T.T. No doubt the trail will be obliterated in places. Just at this time I can give
you no definite information as to the extent of damage to the Trail which this season’s cut will
incur but will investigate at the finish of the operation and forward the information to you.
Perhaps I can relocate the obliterated section and remark and paint same, on the other hand there
will be cuts in future years which will probably further obliterate this section and may necessitate
this section traversing the H.T.T. right of way for permanence, from the height of land. My
survey notes of the HTT indicate that the height of land is 5.98 miles from the main road (Route
4), the trail is about 300 feet farther west, descending to Sabbath Day Pond.
I had the pleasure of spending a few days at South Arm doing a little timber surveying and
covered quite a bit of the Trail east of the South Arm Road, up Black Brook Valley, by Sessions
Camps, and the old log sluice. The sluice is an exceptionally blind spot. I had to hunt for some
time to find the continuance of the Trail. We made and erected a crude arrow on north side of
Black Bk. indicating the direction to go. This point should have a substantial sign on each side
of the Brook just above the dam. Hicks tells me he had quite a bit of trouble at that point. The
landowners are selling stumpage in this area and it looks like the trail will be damaged to some
extent here. I hesitate to give the exact locations of the cuts on C Surplus and Upton just now but
will [have?] confirmation of the areas to be cut within a few days and will forward this
information to you. Perhaps the information will be of assistance in planning next summer’s
work. It is unfortunate that the Trail should suffer from the logging operations but I suppose that
as long as the territory is privately owned that will be inevitable.
I have been working for Coe & Pingree of Bangor, Wheatlands, and Aziscoos Land Co., which
own or control practically all of the towns traversed by the trail from Route 4 west to Grafton
Notch. I attend to the engineering, surveying, mapping etc. connected with these townships, and
I believe the information which I will forward to you relative to the logging operations will be
authentic and will be carried out this year. I guess that is about all I can think of in regard to the
trail. I have a few maps and literature left with which to start the coming season, and will see
that they reach our summer guests.
The family is well. Sylvia is going to school this year, her first, and enjoying it very much. We
have had no snow to speak of yet, although unusually heavy rain since October first.
If there is any information that I can give you or any way I can help with the Trail in this area
please feel free to call on me at any time.
November 16, 1937. Myron Avery to Everett Greaton, Maine Development Commission
Dear Mr. Greaton:
From various sources I have heard excellent reports of the colored 16 mm. movie film shown by
you of the mountains in Western Maine. I am wondering if these are your personal property or if
they are films of the Development Commission which can be had upon application, and the
situation with respect to rental, etc. I also, while in Maine last week, saw a reference to the
Maine Wilderness Sports Federation and its publications. Could you give me its address, as I
should like to keep in touch with its progress.
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We are busily working on the third edition of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine which
will contain a very comprehensive chapter on Katahdin. We hope it will appear within the next
three months.
I should be interested to learn of any plans or developments in the Commission which relate to
matters of mutual interest.
November 18, 1937. Samuel E. Leard, President, Bates College Outing Club, to Myron
Avery
Dear Sir:
At a meeting of the Board of Directors and the Junior Body of the Bates Outing Club this
evening we voted to accept the responsibility of maintenance of the trail from Frye Bridge thru to
the top of Mt. Saddleback.
We understand that this is the adjoining part of the trail to the Maine Alpine Club which you
mentioned in your letter to Dr. Sawyer.
We expect each year to have a group go up over the trail in the early part of June which seems to
be the earliest possible time as classes interfere after the snow clears away.
November 22, 1937. Everett Greaton to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
The mountain film which you refer to in your letter of November 16th is one that I made last
year. It is the property of the Development Commission and can be secured for showing.
I haven’t it titled yet, it really should be titled before being shown outside of the State. I expect
within the next three or four weeks to get it edited and titled, then I shall be very glad for you to
use it.
I don’t seem to know anything about the Maine Wilderness Sports Federation. If I can get any
information on it I will be glad to communicate with you.
Due to the tremendous press of business we couldn’t get out our mountain booklet. I am in hopes
to have it ready for spring.
November 22, 1937. Myron Avery to Gordon Hunt, Rangeley, Maine
Dear Gordon:
You don't know how very much I am obliged to you for your detailed letter of November 15th. I
was in Portland recently but failed to make contact with Mr. Hicks and your letter tells me about
a great many things which I had been wondering about.
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I had the feeling that the crew should have some sort of a bush scythe. We could have supplied
this, but due to our difficulty this year in keeping in touch with what was going on in the field, on
some ends things did not work out quite as well as they might have. The crew on the eastern end
ran out of paint and had difficulty in getting a supply, so that they did not do much renewing of
paint blazes in the eastern end. One of the things that developed at the end of the season was the
building of the gravel road on the Kennebec toward Pierce Pond which left the Trail description
very much up in the air. I hope to get it straightened out sufficiently to correct it in the third
edition of the Guidebook which we are now getting out.
I will, of course, send you the Guidebook when it is published, and if you have any use for
additional literature, such as The Silver Aisle, etc., please let me know.
I am much interested in what you write as to what you have been doing. I am glad that you have
picked up the survey work. The information about the lumbering operations will be of greatest
assistance to us. This is a real problem but at the moment there is nothing which we can do
except to relocate and hope for the best. In the course of time some of the operators might come
to the stage where they would leave a strip close to the Trail, or at least try to keep it from
becoming too much obliterated.
I certainly appreciate your interest and willingness to help us with the project. I shall be very
glad to get any of the information or have you do any of the things which you suggest. With
reference to Hicks’ letter, am I wrong in thinking that originally we left the truck road at 3.05
miles rather than 3.5 miles, as he suggests or is it a case that the road construction obliterated an
additional half mile of trail so that is the reason why he thought it was 3.5. 1 hope to have an
opportunity to see this at first hand.
My family continues in good health, with both boys going to school. My best regards to Sylvia
and other friends in Rangeley.
November 29, 1937. Myron Avery to Mrs. Elizabeth May Craig, Press Building,
Washington, D.C.
Dear Mrs. Craig:
You will recall that last July I called at your office and left with you a news item of CCC work
on the Appalachian Trail in Maine. It was my thought that we could furnish to you, from time to
time, items which you could use, not in your daily column but as news items, such as you did
with respect to Mr. Baxter’s visit to the Park Service.
As nothing apparently appeared in this connection, I judge that you did not make use of the
material. Naturally, we do not want to waste effort if those items can’t be used from here, but we
will have them sent in direct locally. I would like to know definitely, however, and enclose
another short item. If it is used, we will send you others.
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With respect to Katahdin did you read the editorial with respect to Governor Baxter in the
October 1937 Issue of Nature Magazine?
Copy to Roy Flynt.
For your information. Think we should try to get in some short items occasionally, don’t you?
M.H.A.
{Release given Mrs. Craig}
The resumption of CCC activity on the 266-mile Maine link of the Appalachian Trail, a hiking
trail extending 2,050 miles from Katahdin in Maine to Mt. Oglethorpe, Georgia, was reported
here today by Forest Service officials. The work is being carried on by crews detailed from the
Bridgton and Greenville CCC Camps. The former camp, under the supervision of Superintendent
Leon Brooks, will complete the Trail across Mts. Sugarloaf and Spaulding, build a lean-to
respectively on Mts. Sugarloaf, Spaulding and Saddleback, Jr., as well as re-clear the route from
the Maine-New Hampshire Line to the Kennebec River. This work is being carried on by a detail
of 6 men under a camp foreman.
To the Greenville Camp under Foreman Hugh MacNeil has been allocated the clearing and
improvement of the route from Katahdin to the Kennebec River. One lean-to is to be built on
Moxie Bald Mtn. to make available a stopping place on the long section from Blanchard to
Moxie Pond. Foreman MacNeil is a veteran on Trail work, having been with the Trail crews
since 1935. Last year, he built the new trail along the rim of Gulf Hagas - the Grand Canyon of
the East.
The continuation of the Trail work In Maine was recommended as a CCC project by Forest
Commissioner Waldo N. Seavey and Assistant Forester Ralph Billings, in charge of CCC
activities in Maine. Travelers over the route have been enthusiastic in praise of the work of the
CCC on this project.
According to Myron H. Avery, Chairman of the Appalachian Trail Conference, this program will
initially complete the entire Appalachian Trail, the section in Maine alone now remaining
unfinished. The result will give the State a 266-mile Trail, exclusive of side trails, through its
finest wilderness area, longer than any other New England State Trail, even exceeding by four
miles the much-publicized Long Trail in Vermont, developed by the Green Mountain Club.
To attract attention to the State’s newest recreational resource, the Maine Appalachian Trail Club
has issued a 32-page illustrated booklet, THE SILVER AISLE, which describes in detail the
route and attractions of the Trail in Maine. Copies of this publication may be had by forwarding
postage (6¢) to The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D. C.
CCC COMPLETES CHAIN OF SHELTERS ON APPALACHIAN TRAIL
FROM MAINE-NEW HAMPSHIRE LINE TO KENNEBEC RIVER
Washington, D.C.
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Appalachian Trail Conference officials here announced that the building of lean-tos by the
Bridgton CCC Camp on Mt. Sugarloaf, Maine’s second, highest mountain, and Saddleback in
western Maine completed the chain of lean-tos from the Maine-New Hampshire Line to the
Kennebec River, a distance of 130 miles. Plans are under way for the extension of this chain east
toward Katahdin. In addition, the CCC Crews under Foreman Hicks standardized the Trail from
the Kennebec River west to the New Hampshire line, while a crew from the Greenville Camp
went over the Trail from Katahdin to the Kennebec River.
A feature of the Trail across Maine, the cable bridge over the West Branch of the Penobscot
River, was materially improved by the addition of a needed guard. Describing the route of 266
miles of Trail across Maine, the Maine Appalachian Trail Club has issued on illustrated 32-page
booklet The Silver Aisle which tells in detail of this super-trail through the Maine wilderness.
CCC work in Maine through 1937 was under the direction of Assistant Forester Ralph W.
Billings.
Robert Fechner, Director of the Civilian Conservation Corps, expressed himself as very much
gratified by the reports which have been received of the very satisfactory work on the
Appalachian Trail in Maine.
{With letter Nov. 29th to Mrs. Craig.}
November 29, 1937. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Mr. Stubbs:
I was in Portland during the last two weeks and telephoned Augusta with the thought that if you
were there, I would run up and spend an evening with you, talking over matters of mutual
interest. I found that you were away in the field. The enclosed letter relates to a welcome activity
and as it deals with western Maine, I thought that you would be interested in it. Little by little we
can build up the assumption of responsibility for the Trail in Maine.
There is one matter which 1 meant to ask you before. Is there available any experience on the use
of creosote to prevent porcupine damage on the lean-tos? Has any report of damage reached
you? None has been reported to me.
A further point that I meant to ask was how we should go about to get the public campsites
placed on the Appalachian Trail shelters from Katahdin to Nahmakanta. You remember that you
told me that this was not in your District and was out of your hands.
1 am having a very difficult time in trying to get any accurate information to correct the
Guidebook with respect to what I understand to be a gravel road development west from Pierce
Pond. I have written Mr. Sterling but if he runs true to form, I doubt if I hear from him. If you
happen to be familiar with what is going on there, I would appreciate knowing about it. My
problem is to correct the Guidebook.
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{Copy Greene}
November 29, 1937. Walter Greene to The Wilderness Society, Washington, D.C.
Dear Sirs:
The issue of Wilderness News for October 30, 1937, has been brought to my attention. This issue
carries an attack on the Maine Appalachian Trail Club with totally unwarranted and unfounded
insinuations. Why your Editor should have wished to single out this organization for attack, I am
at a loss to understand, It is totally unnecessary and in the end is perhaps more to the discredit of
your Editor than the Club.
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club supervises the 266 miles of Appalachian Trail across the
state; with the exception of your comment, its efforts have received universal commendation. For
an organization such as The Wilderness Society, which endeavors to enlist the support of other
organizations, to indulge in such an attack is decidedly unfortunate, as it will hardly further the
objectives of your Society.
It seems unbelievable that the Editor of The Wilderness News, one who has written so
extensively of our National Parks, should be so ignorant of such a well-known project as The
Appalachian Trail as not to know that information with respect to it and its constituent
organizations could be obtained from The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust
Building, Washington, D.C,
It is further a matter of some surprise to note the nature of the alleged inquiry and the places in
which he sought enlightenment. I would ask if he made inquiry from the Maine Publicity Bureau
or the Maine Development Commission with respect to The Appalachian Trail in Maine, or if he
forgot the publication, The Silver Aisle, some 5,000 copies of which have been issued by the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club; this has had wide-spread distribution and notice in publications
of outing organizations. Again, there are the series of Appalachian Trail Club Guidebooks
available in Washington, particularly the GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE,
which not only describes the Trail but gives full information as to the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club. It seems strange that such publications escaped the notice of an editor, who would be
expected to know of such matters to further the activities of his organization. A letter sent to the
Club at Augusta, Maine, would have reached Club officials. From failure to apply to these
obvious sources, one might infer that he was deliberately seeking to avoid information rather
than to obtain it.
To furnish the information for which he sought with such a complete lack of success, I attach a
copy of a newspaper release describing the formation of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
Originally, The Appalachian Trail in Maine from Katahdin to Bigelow was opened, over the
course of several years, for 180 miles by volunteer labor. To have a definite organization assume
responsibility for the Trail in Maine and as an incentive to its sponsors, the Maine Appalachian
Trail Club was organized. The only requirement for membership is to have rendered
distinguished service to the Trail in Maine.
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I doubt if members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club will appreciate the remark about
"summer visitors”. All of them are members by reason of considerable work on the project. One
group marked 55 miles of Trail, another 120; one member qualified by typing the 1,000 pages of
the various editions of the Guidebook, and so on. I suppose that your Editor has particular
reference to me, as I am an actor by profession and reside in New York City six months of the
year, although I am a Maine resident. Possibly I should make allowance for the fact that it is
easier to sit at one’s desk and make comment than to undergo my experience in 1933 in opening
up some 40 miles of Trail in virgin territory, packing in 50 and 60 pounds, sleeping out in rain
and all weather, and carrying forward this work under great difficulty; labor which is typical of
the group that your organization has singled out for criticism.
Of our members, more than fifty percent are year-around residents of Maine; all are particularly
interested in its mountains. By your Editor's criterion, one might assume no one could be a
member of The Wilderness Society who did not live in a wilderness. I wonder how many
members of your Society frequent the wilderness they talk about so much. It would be interesting
to have an accurate statement of the number of miles traveled by your members on foot, not by
car, in the mountains during the past year. There is a "newsworthy" object for the newspaper poll
now so popular.
As to the comment about CCC activity, we are very glad to say that we were able in 1934 to
supplement our volunteer efforts by having the completion of the Trail across Maine and the
building of lean-tos undertaken by the CCC. This Trail work by them has been receiving
universal praise, although it would be too much to ask that you, too, commend it. Perhaps, rather
than this desk criticism, your Editor might give some thought to the difficulty involved in
developing and maintaining this section of Trail across the State.
I am pleased, however, to note that there is in the midst of this attack an apparently unconscious
commendation. Although our Overseer of Trails, Myron H. Avery, is a legal resident of Lubec,
Maine, his business activities are outside of the State; nevertheless he has been able to spend
sufficient time on the Trail and arranging for its opening, maintenance, supervision and
inspection for his name to be familiar to those at the "crossings” and others who come in
connection with the Trail, even in the "newspaper offices”. For this entirely unsolicited tribute to
the activities of our Overseer of Trails, we are most grateful. It certainly shows the Club officials
attend to their duties.
Incidentally, I trust that your Editor may at some time have the opportunity to familiarize himself
with the Bibliography of Katahdin and the Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine written by
Mr. Avery. Had he read these publications, he would not have had difficulty in finding The
Appalachian Trail, which is well maintained and marked. He would have learned from this same
Guidebook, what all those familiar with Katahdin know, that the Hunt Trail was the original
route up Katahdin, a segment of which is now utilized by The Appalachian Trail. As to its being
labeled "The Hunt Trail”, I can assure you that on each side of the road there are four white sign
boards which bear the designation "Appalachian Trail". I know, for I made these signs. If he
went 100 yards from his car at Katahdin Stream, he would have seen the Trail markers and paint
blazes which are universally recognized as the insignia of this Trail. And further, if he had
climbed the mountain and really appreciated what was to be seen from the summit, be would
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have read at the summit the sign indicating that The Appalachian Trail commences at Baxter
Peak, and have known that the Chimney Pond Trail is not part of The Appalachian Trail system
and, in fact, is not maintained or sponsored by any organization.
His comment that Appalachian Trail members are not recognized at the road crossings where
climbers leave their cars is unintelligible. Use of this Trail is not limited to members of The
Appalachian Trail Conference or its constituent organizations and no attempt is made to have
special privileges or recognition for them.
People who know the area will find the statements in The Wilderness News extremely difficult
to understand. The ignorance displayed is hardly complimentary to the investigation or
knowledge which it has been heretofore expected your organization would make before
expressing itself on such subjects.
My guess would be that your Editor’s reason for taking the Maine Appalachian Trail Club to task
is that he thought it the sponsor of the proposal to make the Katahdin area a National Park, a
proposal of which he apparently disapproved. It seems extraordinary that he would not have
acquired correct information as to this matter. The fact is that The Appalachian Trail Conference
has undertaken a program to protect the surroundings of the Trail, as set forth in its Proceedings
of the Eighth Appalachian Trail Conference, and the movement to bring the Katahdin area into
public ownership was initiated by the Board of Managers of The Appalachian Trail Conference,
of which Mr. Avery is Chairman. The Maine Appalachian Trail Club has, I am glad to say,
endorsed this constructive proposal, as have many other out-of-door organizations.
I do not intend to enter here into any discussion as to the merits of Katahdin as a National Park,
but I will observe that your distortment of facts with respect to the Maine Appalachian Trail Club
materially discredits your argument with respect to Katahdin. Also, at the outset you indicate that
Katahdin is not worthy of National Park status, as it is no longer a wilderness, and then proceed
to urge that it not be permitted to come under the National Park Service control, as its wilderness
aspects would be thereby destroyed - a position which seems somewhat contradictory.
This attempt to discredit the Maine Appalachian Trail Club will hardly increase the reputation of
The Wilderness Society with those who know of the extensive work which the Club has
accomplished in the State - and the number of these people in hiking groups is numerous. One
would think that the recently evolved program of The Appalachian Trail Conference in
establishing a protective area around its Trail route would meet with the approval of The
Wilderness Society rather than subject its program and its constituent organizations to attack.
It is extremely unfortunate that when so much can be accomplished and remains to be done by
conservation associations, the energy of The Wilderness Society should be devoted to attacks on
organizations pursuing the even tenor of their way and attempting to accomplish something
constructive.
1 do not suppose that an Editor who so obviously closed his eyes to sources of information
which could hardly be overlooked, would be fair-minded enough to publish a retraction of his
statements, but you might give consideration to the fact that the Society's prestige would be
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enhanced by the same publicity to this letter as was given to the original issue of The Wilderness
News.
November 29, 1937. Myron Avery to Samuel Leard, President, Bates College Outing Club
Dear Mr. Leard:
I am very glad to have your letter of November 18th and to know that the Bates Outing Club has
assumed responsibility for the maintenance of the Trail from the Andover-B Hill Road to the top
of Mt. Saddleback, This, as you indicate, adjoins to the east the section assigned to the Maine
Alpine Club, with whose President, Mr. Stanley B. Attwood, I have had considerable
correspondence.
We are very pleased to have the Club undertake this responsibility. I had thought that it would
want to assume definite maintenance over the section which included its side trail to C Pond
Bluff. We will probably not be able to include this assignment in our Publication No. 5, which
lists the sponsors of the Trail, as that is now in the process of reprinting, but we shall make the
announcement in the next communication to the members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
There are a number of matters which I would like to have the opportunity to discuss with you
and your Board in person. These relate to the standards of Trail maintenance and one or two
problems in this section. When you are in the Rangeley region, I trust that you will make a point
of seeing Mr. Gordon Hunt who is very familiar with the Trail route in this section and will be
helpful in explaining the situation involved in one or two of these problems. Of course. Professor
Sawyer is intimately acquainted with this region but he may not have been over the Trail since it
was completed:
With respect to the marking, we are anxious that our standard practice should be adhered to and
while the Trail should be adequately and completely marked, that the blazes not be over large or
too many at one locality. The ideal is a line of blazes no larger than 2 x 6, so placed that they
strike the eye and are visible one from the other. (If you have been on the C Pond Trail you will
perhaps have noticed that some of the blazes are over-large.) We remedy too frequent or too
large blazes by painting them out with black paint. When your program gets under way, we can
supply you with markers and paint.
As you may know, this section was gone over last year by a CCC crew but the blazes were not
all renewed and I would think that your principal objective next year should be the complete
repainting of the paint blazes and the removal of the disfigured or obliterated markers. This
might be done by dividing your work crew into various groups after they had been properly
instructed in the Trail technique.
Some of this section of Trail, particularly on Spruce and Surplus Mountains west of Mountain
Brook, is in a lumbered region and the problem of raspberry bushes and young hardwood sprouts
is a serious one. It requires the use of a scythe or a weeder and unfortunately on the last CCC
work this type of tool was not available, so that in this respect the Trail condition probably leaves
something to be desired.
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There are two difficult spots. Going up Black Brook, about 2 miles east of Maine Highway 5, the
Trail leaves the brook bed, climbs very steeply beside an old sluice to a tote-road. We have tried
to change the route here but it seems impossible. What are required are a number of posts on the
brook and at the head of the sluice with prominent direction arrows. Everyone seems to have
trouble at this locality and you might be prepared in advance by having the arrows for this
purpose.
The other difficult section is west of Maine Highway 4. The Trail utilizes the abandoned
Houghton truck road for some distance. Mr. Hunt is thoroughly familiar with the situation here
and has offered to help in this connection. He is a very experienced woodsman and a splendid
fellow and as the Club has taken over this section of the Trail for maintenance, I think you would
find it most desirable to obtain from Mr. Hunt the situation at first hand. Lumber operations may
require additional marking and clearing in here. I am enclosing copy of a letter which Mr. Hunt
has written in connection with the situation here. I am afraid there is perhaps some error in the
Guidebook description as to how far this road is utilized and I am trying to straighten this out.
There is a chance that I may be in Maine some time during the winter, which would give us an
opportunity to talk over these problems.
I am having sent to you under separate cover one dozen copies of the booklet on the Trail in
Maine, and a dozen copies of the Proceedings of the Trail Conference and four Trail Manuals.
These will serve to familiarize your Council with our Trail technique.
In answer to Mr. Hunt’s suggestion that he would be glad to help us adjust the problems resulting
from the Houghton truck road, I had written to him prior to receiving your letter of the 18th that
we would be very glad to take advantage of his offer. I assume that this will be equally
satisfactory to you and that you will welcome his assistance.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Attwood of the Maine Alpine Club and to Mr. Hunt and
to Helon Taylor, one of the Directors of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club for western Maine, as
well as to Forest Supervisor Robert G. Stubbs.
You might bear in mind that where the Appalachian Trail crosses Maine Highway 17, the sign
giving the distance to Elephant Mountain Shelter reads 8.92 m. It should read 5.62 m. A further
suggestion is that when the Club, if it undertakes next year any Trail clearing, should give
attention to the use of a type of tool which can cut out the small growth and raspberry bushes,
particularly from the Andover-B Hill Road to C Pond.
Elephant and Old Blue Mountains, which are trailless, along this section offer opportunity for
exploration.
A further point is that a fork .1m. south of Surplus Pond was reported by Dr. Robert B. Sosman
as being badly marked.
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Thinking that it may be of some help to you, I am enclosing the report made by the Foreman of
the CCC Camp who went over the Trail from the Maine-New Hampshire line to the Kennebec
River, together with a copy of a letter of November l6th.
I hope yon will keep me posted as to developments with the Club and will bear in mind to write
me prior to starting the work crews in the summer, so that I can give you the benefit of any
information which comes to me, etc.
If there is anything which will be of help to you in the way of letters, etc., please advise me.
Copy to Mr. Attwood Mr. Sawyer Mr. Taylor Mr. Hunt Mr. Greene Mr. Stubbs
November 29, 1937. Gordon Hunt to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you for your nice letter. I was very glad to hear from you although sorry to hear that you
were unable to contact Hicks when you were in Portland.
Relative to the point from which the trail originally left the Houghton Truck Trail, you are
correct in your measurement, it was 3.05 miles, however since that measurement was made the
lumber operation has obliterated the trail to the west so that Hicks was also correct in stating that
he left the trail and struck the truck road at about 3.50 miles. I am sorry to say that this year’s
operations will further obliterate it westward to the Twp. Letter E line (east line). I expect to run
out this east line of letter E this week and will send you a rough sketch of the lumbered area.
This year’s operation will doubtless be the last in the area traversed by the Trail in Sandy River
Plt. so that perhaps we may be able to salvage at least a part of the Trail through the cuttings, respot, clear, and repaint upon the original location. I expect this plan might be preferable to a new
location inasmuch as it would not materially affect the Guide Book description. I will be able to
give you accurate information on the feasibility of renewing the original location later and I hope
that it will be possible for you to see the area for you could get a very much better idea of the
problem as any description which I could give you would, of course, be lacking in detail.
Briefly, the lumber operations (since you were over this section) have obliterated the trail from
the point it leaves the Truck Road (3.05 miles) to the east line of Twp. Letter E.
Letter E and D towns are safe from lumber operations in the vicinity of the trail for some years to
come. In the spring I would like to have a few of the metal markers to put on the Route 4 to
Houghton-Oquossoc section.
I will send along the sketch in a few days and hope that it may be of some assistance to you.
cc Mr. Leard Mr. Greene Mr. Stubbs Mr. Taylor Mr. Attwood
November 29, 1937. Myron Avery to Dan Wight, Fire Warden, North Newry, Maine
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I think I wrote you previously that the Maine Alpine Club has assumed for maintenance the
section of the Trail between Grafton Notch and the Andover-B Hill Road. Recently they placed
signs on this section and there was an article in the Lewiston Journal about this activity. The
Bates Outing Club has taken the section from the Andover-B Hill Road to Mt. Saddleback, and
as you know, the Appalachian Mountain Club cares for the Appalachian Trail from the New
Hampshire Line to Old Speck. As you know, we would like very much to have this section
uninterrupted and 1 am writing to ask if we could leave with you for maintenance the section of
the Trail from Grafton Notch to Old Speck. I appreciate that you may not be always available at
North Newry but I had thought that since the route is maintained by the Forest Service, it would
be sufficient if you could renew the paint blazes and the markers each year and that you would
undoubtedly be home often enough to find an opportunity for this. This would mean that there
would be no blanks left in that section.
While the Appalachian Mountain Club cares for the clearing of the Trail, I doubt if they would
see to it that the paint blazes were renewed and we will have that problem of keeping the blazes
up from Old Speck to the New Hampshire line.
We will see to it that markers and paint are sent to you as required. I hope very much that this
suggestion will be satisfactory to you, as it will solve our problem in this connection.
{Copy Attwood}
November 30, 1937. Richard H. Berry to George T. Carlisle
My dear Mr. Carlisle:
I am taking advantage of your offer and am enclosing my application for membership in the
Appalachian Mountain Club for your endorsement.
To ease your conscience on my outdoor and mountaineering qualifications I can honestly say
that I am a sincere altho not too-proficient devotee of trailcraft. Specifically, my feat of feats was
an ascent of Ktaadn. Aside from the purposes of vouching for me, you would perhaps be
interested in that trip. It stands out in my memory as the trip of trips.
Three of us left the Beta house on a late October Sunday morning at 3 AM. We drove to Windy
Pitch where the bridge was being replaced so we started from there on foot. At 6 AM we were
above the timber line on the Hamlin Ridge trail. As I read over the guides with their distances
and times it seems incredible. The ascent over Hamlin Ridge was something I'll always
remember. I was the baby of the party, the other two being seasoned football men in their prime.
I thought the trail from Roaring Brook to Basin Ponds was something but little did I know. There
was quite a wind at the top, enough so we scrambled across most of the knife edge on our hands
and knees.
We came down the Dudley Trail to the pond and had our first drink since we had left Roaring
Brook about 7 that morning. We got back to the car about dusk and arrived in Orono about 10
PM.
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The trip meant a lot to me. I had read about the mountain and about the Maine woods from
diaper days. My father told me lots about them and Roy Flynt too.
Maybe some time I'll do it again. It was things like that that made college interesting.
When you return my application to me, I wonder if you would please tell me the name of the
building that has the side walk elevator in it which is in dire need of a Payne job. Mr. Lamb's
building you'll remember.
Norman has been at the house two nights but I last saw him Sunday night on his arrival—he
keeps late hours and sleeps in the morning. This bond business has its advantages.
Please remember me to Mrs. Carlisle and many thanks for your help.
December 7, 1937. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Herewith I am enclosing a list of lean-tos on the Appalachian Trail which should have camp site
signs on them. I believe that all the other camp sites have signs on them indicating them as such.
I will speak to the supervisors here in the office about getting camp site signs on the lean-tos at
Rainbow, Nahmakanta, and Nesowadnehunk Deadwater.
This winter I will have some signs painted for these lean-tos with the names on them and
phraseology to the effect that they are primarily for the use of hikers on the Appalachian Trail.
I will try to get the information about the relocation of the trail between the Kennebec River and
Pierce Pond from Mr. Sterling definitely.
{List corrected and returned.}
December 8, 1937. Myron Avery to Roger Scaife, Little, Brown & Co.
Dear Mr. Scaife:
I shall be interested to know if your Maine edition of the FARMER’S ALMANAC, 1938, carried
the article on The Appalachian Trail in Maine which I submitted.
If so, I wish you would forward a copy to The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust
Building, Washington, D.C., so that we may include it in the set of articles we keep of the
Appalachian Trail.
December 8, 1937. Myron Avery to J. F. Smith, Bangor & Aroostook Railroad
Dear Mr. Smith:
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I assume you duly received the article and photos, which in keeping with your suggestion I sent
for 1938 In the Maine Woods.
Some time ago I sent a story and photos of a girls’ trip on the Appalachian Trail in Maine, by
Alice Stuart. If in making up this year’s issue, you have considered whether you are using it or
not, 1 would appreciate your advising us and returning the article if it is not to be used.
December 9, 1937. Myron Avery to Bruce White, Brunswick, Maine
Dear Bruce:
Henry Weatherell dropped in to see me this week and told me of your interest in hiking. I had
noticed some time ago that you and Mrs. White had become members of the Appalachian
Mountain Club. Henry said that you wanted to find out something about the Trail activities in
Maine.
I have sent to you under separate cover some literature with respect to the Trail and the Trail
Conference. The latter is an association of Clubs maintaining and developing the Trail which is
apportioned among various organizations. As you perhaps know, the route across Maine was
finished by the CCC last year. It is generally under the jurisdiction of the Maine Appalachian
Trail Club but we are making a decided effort to subdivide the route and interest local sponsors
who will maintain the Trail and keep it in good order.
I happened to be in Brunswick a couple of weeks ago and had I known of your interest, I would
have been very glad to have had an opportunity to talk with you. If you have an opportunity to be
in Lewiston and can see Stanley B. Attwood, President of the Maine Alpine Club, Box 165, he
can tell you a good deal about the work. This Club has assumed responsibility for the Trail
between Grafton Notch and Old Speck. [sic. Actually, between the East B Hill Road and Grafton
Notch] The Bates Outing Club, which is a most active organization, has taken over the route as
far as Saddleback.
I feel sure that you and your friends would be much interested in traveling sections of the Trail
and it may be that when you become familiar with the route and problems, as a matter of interest,
you would find that you would welcome an opportunity to come into the fold. There is a
possibility that I shall be in Maine in January to show lantern slides on the Trail to the Maine
Alpine Club. If I do, I will bear in mind to let you know, for it would afford an opportunity to
become quite familiar with the project.
December 9, 1937. Daniel Wight to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
You letter regarding the care of the Maine trail is very interesting. I will look out for the section
from Grafton Notch to the summit of Old Spec. I might say here that the East Spur trail must be
in pretty poor shape as the only time I have ever been near Old Spec was a trip to the halfway
cabin to see the watchman. It might be well not to encourage the use of this trail until it is more
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complete and marked more clearly. By next fall I hope to get blue paint and signs up on this trail
so it will be in respectable shape. Even so it is more of a sight-seer’s trail than to be used by
heavy packers. It’s pretty rough some places.
I have done nothing in the way of climbing since I left the Mt. a year ago. Am working in
Chelsea but will be able to visit Newry often enough to care for trail.
Have not seen nor heard from Mr. Gower since early spring.
Sometime this winter I intend to paint large signs for Screw Auger Falls, The Jail, and Moose
Cave.
Did you hear anything recently about making Spec. Mt. a skiing center? I would be one of the
many to encourage such a move. There are grand possibilities there for such things.
I think there are two cans of paint at home that I have not used for trails yet.
December 10, 1937. Paul A. Heideke, Sec’y-Treasurer, The Washington Planograph Co., to
Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
We are pleased to quote for furnishing maps, as follows:
ONE COLOR BLUE
1. P. A. T. C. road map
2. Mt. Bigelow
3. Katah.-Saddleb’k.
4. Katah. – Eastbr.
5. Me. hwy. 4 – N.H.
6. Bodfish Siding
7. The Katahdin reg.
8. Route of At (as in
Silver Aisle)

Size of Drawing
16 x 39
11 x 15 3/4
13 x 39 ¼
20 x 28
14 x 18 ¼
15 ¾ x 19
27 x 37
36 x 52 ½

Size of Printed Map Price
9 ½ x 23
$12.50
10 x 14 5/8
10.00
11 ½ x 34
21.00
15 ½ x 22
16.50
15 ½ x 16
16.50
12 ½ x 15 ½
16.50
17 x 23 ½
18.00
18 ½ x 27 ¼

35.00

TWO COLOR BLUE & BROWN
9. Old Rag
10. N. Shen. Park
11. C. Shen. Park
12. White Cap
13. Barren Chairback

12 x 18 ½
16 ¾ x 26 ½
27 ½ x 43
13 x 17 ¼
23 ¼ x 35 ½

8 x 12 ¼
13 x 19
18 ¼ x 28
10 ½ x 14 ¼
12 x 18 ¼

$15.00
37.00
85.00
27.50
27.50
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All of the above to be printed on 13# Craftsman Bond 25% Rag, trimmed to size and delivered
flat.
December 15, 1937. Walter Greene to Members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club
My last report to members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club was dated April 8, 1937. I am
bringing developments up to date with this further letter, so that members of the organization not
only will be familiar with recent developments on the Trail in Maine, but will be aware that the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club is very much an active organization and doing things.
First, dealing with the state of the Trail. The Rangeley CCC Camp, which had done Trail work
for two years, was discontinued early this spring. Due to the cooperation of the Maine and
Federal Forest Services and particularly Assistant Forester Ralph W. Billings, arrangements were
worked out to have Trail work continued during 1937. A small crew from the Greenville Camp
under Foreman A. E. Davis covered the Trail from Katahdin to the Kennebec River. The western
half of the State was covered by Foreman Robert W. Hicks, with a detachment from the Bridgton
Camp. This crew made use of a truck which would meet the party at the roads crossing the Trail.
The other crew utilized camps along the route. In addition to clearing the Trail, lean-tos were
built by Foreman Hicks on Sugarloaf and Saddleback Mountains. The ground was cleared for a
third lean-to on Spaulding Mountain but the closing of the season prevented its completion.
Some difficulties were encountered in carrying out the work and there remain a number of Trail
matters to care for another year.
It seems particularly important to complete the chain of shelters along the Trail across the State,
so as to provide a dual system of public accommodations and of lean-tos (public campsites), for
those who wish to camp en route. We have prepared a list of sites needed to complete this chain
and have submitted these to CCC officials. We hope that the shelter work will be emphasized
next year. The reduction in the CCC Camps in Maine and the problems of maintenance, arising
therefrom, make necessary further subdividing the Trail and allocating sections to local sponsors.
Some progress has already been made in this direction, The Maine Alpine Club, under its
President Stanley B. Attwood, has assumed maintenance of the Trail from Grafton Notch to the
Andover-B Hill Road. An article, descriptive of the Trail in this section, with photographs of the
signs prepared and placed on the Trail, appeared in the Lewiston Journal for November 1937.
The Bates Outing Club has just informed us that it will undertake the maintenance of the next
section to the east from the Andover-B Hill Road to Saddleback Mountain.
I am sure that there are several members of this organization who are in a position to assume
responsibility for the maintenance of a definite section. The necessary markers and. paint will be
supplied and I am asking Club members, who are in a position to undertake these assignments, to
notify me so that arrangements may be made accordingly. It is most important that we make
immediate progress with our plans for further subdividing the Trail in Maine.
The Silver Aisle
With the cooperation of the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad and through contributions of
members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, we have been able to meet a long-felt
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requirement - a descriptive booklet on the Trail in Maine. Copies of The Silver Aisle have been
sent to Club members and additional copies may be had by sending postage (6 cents) and a
gummed label, to The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington,
D.C. A thousand copies of this publication were purchased by the Maine Development
Commission for distribution - the total edition was 5,000.
Signs
I have commented before on my sign-making activities. Due to illness, I have been unable to
continue this work during this year. Approximately 75 signs are required to complete the
marking of the Trail across Maine. Mr. Sterling Edwards, of Washington, D. C., has volunteered
to make and put up the remaining signs. If he is able to carry through his intentions, this activity
will complete our program in this connection.
Guidebook
The third edition of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine is now in the process of publication.
It will contain approximately 350 pages. In addition to describing the entire Trail across the State,
the new edition will contain a very detailed account of the Katahdin region and a new map of
that territory. The publication should be available within the next three months and will be
distributed by The Appalachian Trail Conference at Washington, D.C. The price to the public
will be $1.50. Members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club may obtain copies at the cost of
$1.00 by indicating in their order to the Conference their membership in this organization.
Katahdin
The Bill to make the Katahdin area a National Park, endorsed by this Club as well as by other
mountaineering organizations, is pending in Congress. A National Park Service party made an
intensive survey of the Katahdin region this summer, with a view of determining whether or not
the region was of National Park calibre. Its report has not yet been made public. A detailed
statement of the latest developments in this matter is contained in Letter Report No. 7, dated
December 15, 1937, of the Chairman of The Appalachian Trail Conference, which may be had
from the Conference at 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C.
Changes in Trail Data
All of us appreciate that, perhaps, the greatest difficulty in Trail maintenance in Maine are
changes due to lumber operations. As the Trail is for the most part on privately-owned land, this
is at present a difficult problem. These developments often produce inaccuracies in the
Guidebook and maps which do not readily come to the attention of the Editors. We are asking,
therefore, that each member of the Club constitute himself a committee to report lumbering de~
developments and changes in the region with which he is particularly familiar. Such information
should be sent to Mr. Myron H, Avery, The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust
Building, Washington, D.C.
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As an illustration of these problems, there were two lumber operations west of the Kennebec,
River which came to our attention just as the Guidebook manuscript was being finished and
which have necessitated considerable delay and difficulty in obtaining the necessary information.
New Members
The following have been elected to membership in the Maine Appalachian Trail Club since my
last letter:
Gordon C. Hunt, Rangeley, Maine. Mr. Hunt was formerly a foreman of the Rangeley CCC
Camp and is now engaged in timber cruising, surveying, guiding, etc. He has been very helpful
in connection with the Trail project in western Maine.
Mr. Clair Sawtelle, Mahwah, New Jersey. Mr. Sawtelle is a native of Maine but is now residing
in New Jersey. He has been very helpful to the Club in publicity matters and is particularly
familiar with the Katahdin area.
The Wilderness,News
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club was the subject of some rather unexpected publicity in the
October 30, 1937, issue of The Wilderness News. This is a publication of The Wilderness
Society, 1840 Mintwood Place, N. W.,Washington, D.C., whose objective is to preserve the
wilderness. I am very much at a loss, to know what inspired the rather venomous attack. The
article criticized the activities of the Club and the Trail itself. The comment, however, was
perhaps more disparaging to the Editor than to the Club, as it indicated an almost unbelievable
lack of in knowledge of a situation with which the Editor of such a publication would be
expected to be familiar. If he knew anything about out-of-door activities in the east, he should
have known about The Appalachian Trail and where to get information with respect to it.
I will report further developments in connection with the Trail from time to time as they occur.
December 19, 1937. Leon E. Potter, Antlers Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letter about building shelters along this section of the Appalachian Trail somehow escaped
my notice—I am sorry I did not mean to neglect answering you.
I do not object to a shelter at Potaywadjo Spring or for that matter at the head of Jo Mary Lake—
I do feel that a shelter built on Cooper Brook would, in a short time, bring in so many local
fishermen that Church Pond and Cooper Brook fishing would be a thing of the past. I realize of
course that a system of shelters is needed. I am thinking only of the fishing done by local
fishermen, some do get down as far as Church Pond by way of the road by Berry’s and I am sure
that a shelter along the brook would bring in many more. I am sorry you could not visit Jo Mary
last summer but hope to see you next season.
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{Copy Greene, Billings}
M.A.T.C. OFFICERS & MEMBERS
December15, 1937
PRESIDENT:
VICE PRESIDENTS:
SECRETARY:
OVERSEER OF TRAILS:
TREASURER:
DIRECTORS:

Walter D. Greene
Waldo N. Seavey – Forest Commissioner
George J. Stobie
James W. Sewall
Dr. J. F. Schairer
Myron H. Avery
Mary Josephine Kempt
Prof. W. H. Sawyer
Robert G. Stubbs
Helon N. Taylor
A. H. Jackman
Shailer S. Philbrick

MEMBERS:
1. Arthur C. Comey
2. Marion Park
3. Jean Stephenson
4. Mary Dorsey
5. Mark Taylor
6. Elwood Lord
7. Ralph Sterling
8. Herbert Blackwell
9. Harry W. Davis
10. Lyman Davis
11. Vivian Robb
12. Mrs. Fannie Hardy Eckstrom
13. Ronald L. Gower
14. Charles H. Warner
15. Herbert Martin
16. Harold C. Conger
17. Fred L. Hutchins - Stratton, ME
18. Erland S. Winter - Kingfield, ME - Game Warden
19. Osborne 0. Heard - Baltimore, MD
20. Harold G. Bailey - Bates Outing Club
21. John P. Fox – Maplewood, NJ
22. Dan Wight, North Newry, ME – Firewarden, Old Speck Mt.
23. Stanley B. Atwood, Lewiston, ME – Pres. Maine Alpine Club
24. Roy A. Gray, New Vinyard, ME – Game Warden
25. George B. Gorham, West Haven, CT
26. Gordon C. Hunt, Rangeley, ME—Timber cruiser, surveyor, Guide
27. Clair Sawtelle, Mahwah, NJ, formerly of Maine
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MAINTAINING ORGANIZATIONS:
1. Maine Alpine Club—Pres. Stanley B. Atwood. Grafton Notch to Andover-B Hill Road
2. Bates Outing Club—Andover-B Hill Road to Saddleback Mountain
December 20, 1937. James C. Merrill to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have the negatives all packed ready for shipment and would like to have instructions for
shipping the same.
The reason I ask for instructions is, I was told at the Express Office when I received the box that
I would have to get a Way Bill from the Department of the Interior be [before?] I shipped it back.
Now these negatives all taken in Maine cover a number of years from 1886 to 1907 during which
my uncle went to Maine, in 1907 he went to Newfoundland then 1908 to 1910 in Maine again, in
Maine 1913 and 1915 on his hunting trips in his later years he spent his summer vacations in
Maine. I will enclose the list of places that he stopped at on his hunting trips.
Hoping that these negatives will be of use to you and the Department of the Interior as there are
some very fine landscape views of Maine, there are also a few negatives of game heads that he
shot in Maine.
It may also be of interest to you that my (uncle) Samuel Merrill, was the author of "The Moose
Book”, he also was with the Boston Globe for nearly fifty years he was a graduate of Dartmouth
College class of 1876.
In using these negatives I ask that his name is mentioned and not mine.
Hoping the negatives will be received in good shape
{Copy Collins, Stephenson}
Places Samuel Merrill hunted in Maine
Year
1886
1889
1891
1894
1895
1896

Date
Aug. 8 to Aug. 24
Aug. 23 to Sept. 7
June 29 to July 9
Aug. 12 to Aug. 28
Sept. 22 to Oct. 8
Sept. 20 to Oct. 8

Place
Umbagog Lake
Roch Pond
Sugar Island
Katahdin—Spencer Bay
Katahdin—N. W. Carry
West Branch Pond
N. W. Carry
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1897
1898
1899

Nov. 14 to Nov. 23
Nov. 14 to Dec. 7
Nov. 9 to Nov. 27

1900
1901

Oct. 6 to Oct. 24
Nov. 6 to Nov. 25

1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1908
1909

Nov. 5 to Nov. 21
Nov. 4 to Nov. 27
Nov. 9 to Dec. 1
Nov. 8 to Nov. 29
Nov. 8 to Nov. 25
Nov. 4 to Nov. 25
Aug. 9 to Aug. 26

1909
1910
1913
1915

Nov. 8 to Nov. 24
Nov. 9 to Nov. 24
Nov. 7 to Nov. 25
Nov. 5 to Nov. 23

St. Croix Lake
Squaretown
Moxie Pond
Enchanted Pond
Squaretown
Squaretown
Moxie Pond
Munsungan Lake
Munsungan Lake
Munsungan Lake
Munsungan Lake
Munsungan Lake
Munsungan Lake
Big Lyford Pond
Moxie Pond
Munsungan Lake
Katahdin Lake
Katahdin Lake
E. Branch Penobscot

This list may not interest you but I thought it might verify the negatives.
December 21, 1937. Myron Avery to Fred M. Chadwick, West Branch Pond Camps
Dear Mr. Chadwick:
Walter Greene has forwarded to me a note from Joe Boudreau to the effect that he has sold his
camp on Third West Branch Pond to you. It happens that we are just on the point of printing the
third edition of the Guidebook and as Boudreau’s camp is mentioned in several places and on the
map, it means that we will have to make quite a few changes. I would like to find out from you if
you expect to operate this camp as a part of your camps or simply keep it closed and use it as an
outlying cabin. I would not want to list it as an available stopping place on the Trail if it were
closed and only used by you under special arrangements.
As this book is now ready for the printer, I would appreciate your letting me have as much
information as you can in this connection. For your convenience, I am enclosing an addressed
envelope.
It will help us a great deal if you will let me hear from you as soon as possible.
December 21, 1937. Robert Sterling Yard, The Wilderness Society, Washington, D. C., to
Robert Stubbs
Dear Mr. Stubbs:
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I assume that Mr. Walter D. Greene, President of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, has sent
you a copy of a letter he wrote me on November 29, and which I received December 15. The
charges he makes against my sincerity and courtesy are so manifestly mistaken that it seems
fruitless to reply in detail.
But I have written him in the hope of helping him correct his own mistaken judgment and I send
you a copy on the assumption that, as a Director of the Club in Maine, you have seen his letter to
me. There is no occasion for you to reply to me unless you want to. Incidents like this
correspondence are best forgotten.
December 21, 1937. Letter to the Editor of The New York Times by James W. Sewall
Disputing Mr. Fechner
Statement That CCC Boys Are 85 Per Cent Trained as Soldiers Denied
To the Editor of The New York Times :
While I have every confidence in Robert Fechner’s sincerity in making the statement quoted in
the press today, that the CCC boys are 85 per cent prepared for military life, I must, as a citizen
familiar with several CCC camps, take issue with him.
I was an administrator and inspector of CCC camps more than three years. I have talked with
many army officers detailed to the camps on this subject, and from my own experience at
Plattsburg many years ago have some knowledge of military training.
The CCC boys are given the various health treatments prescribed by the army, have some idea of
squad and company coordination, know how to live in barracks and obey their superiors. But
they have not been taught any of the formations used to inculcate absolute obedience to orders;
neither military courtesy nor discipline is generally in vogue; handling of arms and all that goes
with it is unfamiliar to them.
Mr. Fechner’s idea of their being almost ready for combat would lead to tremendous fatality if
they were employed against trained soldiers.
In my opinion, the CCC does offer a remarkable opportunity to form a reserve force without any
more expense than now obtains. If the boys are furnished with equipment, and the army is told to
devote a certain percentage of the time to military instruction, in six months they can be made
into fairly trained soldiers.
Moreover, the reserve officers now in charge of the various camps would be far better fitted for
continuance of training and eventual care of men and leadership in battle
December 31, 1937. Fred Chadwick, West Branch Ponds Camps, Kokadjo, Maine, to
Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
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In answer to your letter of the 2nd. I expect to close up the Boudreau camp on Third West
Branch Pond and use it just for parties with guides.
I would be glad to be there and take care of any party if they could let me know when they were
going to be there, but I don’t think it would pay me to keep someone there all the time.
Undated letter. Merrill H. Bowles, Springfield, Mass., to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Received your fine letter yesterday. I have already your “Annotated Bibliography” and the 1936
Edition of “Appalachian Trail in Maine”. I think your piece of work is the greatest single edition
that has ever come to my notice.
Next summer we hope to go deeper into the country back of Witherly and the Owl and any data
which we will be able to furnish you or you us we will be glad to give or take.
Undated.
Apropos of the Appalachian Trail Conference which meets, June in the Great Smoky Mountains
National Park at Gatlinburg, Tennessee is this timely article by Myron H. Avery, a Lubec Maine,
man, chairman of the Conference with headquarters in Washington, D. C. The Appalachian Trail
Conference is composed of organizations and individuals Interested in the construction,
maintenance and marking of the Appalachian Trail—a continuous 2050 mile hiking trail along
the Appalachian Mountains, from Mt. Katahdin in Maine, to Mt. Oglethorpe in Georgia, Ed.
Note.
(8 col. hd.) THRILLING 260 MILE APPALACHIAN MOUNTAIN TRAIL ACROSS MAINE
---------------------------(2 col. hd.) NORTHERNMOST SECTION OF MAINE – TO—GEORGIA FOOTPATH NOW
COMPLETE
------------------------(2 col) Maine’s New “Silvered-Aisle” A Recreational Asset of Inestimable Value
------------------------( 2 col)

By MYRON H. AVERY
Chairman, Appalachian Trail Conference
Washington, D. C.
(Ed. Note)
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(Picture Titles)
1. Mt. Katahdin from Sourdnahunk Falls, Penobscot West Branch; start of 2050 Mile Skyline
Footpath, Maine to Georgia (photo by Mark Taylor)
2. New 1500 Footbridge over Penobscot West Branch above Sourdnahunk Falls, Built by CCC,
Patten unit. (Photo by G. H. Whitney)
3. Falls on Katahdin Stream on Hunt Trail to Katahdin. (Photo by Whitney)
4. Katahdin’s 2500 foot cliffs, Chimney Pond to Baxter Peak. (photo by L. A. Rogers,)
5. Boarstone Mountain, Lake Onawa, on Appalachian Trail. (Photo by Call)
6. Walter D. Green of Sebec Lake, (left), President Maine Appalachian Trail Club, (right) Myron
H. Avery, Chairman Board of Managers, Appalachian Trail Conference.
7. Typical Maine Appalachian leanto, one of a dozen shelters constructed by CCC on Hunt trail
to Mt. Katahdin and at Chimney Pond on the East. (Photo by Roy Flynt)
MOUNTAINS OF WESTERN MAINE
By
Myron H. Avery
Supervisor of Trails
Maine Appalachian Trail Club
With increasing force, there has developed, of late years, a conviction that Maine’s greatest asset
today lies in her unparalleled recreational resources. These elements resolve themselves, in turn,
into factors of seacoast, forests, lakes, streams and mountains. The first of these has been long
utilized. It was as long ago as 1856 that Frederick L. Church, one of America's most famous
landscape painters, whose studies of Katahdin are unequaled in their photographic accuracy and
majesty of conception, first brought "outsiders” to Mount Desert Island. Inevitably, of these five
recreational features, the mountains would be the last to be developed, for their maximum
utilization requires a well-maintained and well-publicized trail system. Some of Maine's peaks,
such as Katahdin, termed by Theodore Winthrop in LIFE IN THE OPEN AIR as "the best
mountain in the wildest wild to be had on this side of the continent", have long been famous.
Other peaks became accessible through trails constructed by the Maine Forest Service to fire
towers maintained by it. But no attempt was made at a systematic development of a trail system
or any other means of making these mountains accessible or known.
The beginning of the last decade ushered in a new era. Outing clubs were organized in the State.
Out-of-state clubs sent parties to Maine to explore its mountains and wilderness regions. The
forward movement had begun. The now prevalent emphasis on winter sports and skiing had
focused increased attention on the mountain regions. The desirability of making available
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adequate information on the mountain regions bad been recognized by the Maine State Planning
Board, which under its Consultant Alfred Mulliken had prepared a map listing all of the
mountains in Maine.
However, the outstanding development in making Maine's premier peaks available came through
the construction of the Maine section of The Appalachian Trail, a 265-mile segment of the
2,054-mile continuous hiking trail, which extends from Katahdin to Mt. Oglethorpe in northern
Georgia. After years of exploration, struggle and adversity, the route in Maine was originally
opened by amateur labor from Katahdin west to Mt. Bigelow, 170 miles from Katahdin. 1 Beyond,
Trail progress would have been halting but for the CCC activity. In 1936, with the approval of
Federal and State Forest Service officials, at the suggestion of CCC Forester James W. Sewall of
Old Town, Maine, the completion of the Appalachian Trail in Maine was made an item of the
CCC program. This CCC activity has been a distinct contribution from the Federal authorities to
the State's recreational assets, in the guise of a trail of outstanding scenic interest and quality of
construction. Coincident with the Trail construction, a chain of lean-tos, located at intervals of an
easy day's journey, has been planned for the route. This chain now is practically continuous in
the west between the Kennebec River and the Maine-New Hampshire Line; in the east the
series has been completed from Katahdin to Nahmakanta Lake.
2

The region traversed by The Appalachian Trail in Maine divides into three major types. From
Katahdin to the Piscataquis River, a distance of 118.5 miles, it is a land of lake and stream, with
occasional disconnected mountain groups. Very satisfactory accommodations, in the form of
sporting camps, are readily available along this section. There are days of effortless travel of
1 For an account of the opening and the marking of this Trail across Maine, see the 1933, 1934
and 1935 issues of In the Maine Woods, published by the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad,
Bangor, Maine (10¢ each).
2

These structures and their consecutive distances from Katahdin are:
169.08 m.—Cold Stream (between Pierce Pond and Dead River; lean-to).
167.61 m.—Ledge House Campground (Arnold Trail Route).
170.76 m.—Mt. Bigelow Col (lean-to).
173.76 m.—Horns Pond (2 lean-tos).
181.47 m.—Campbell Field Campground (.8 m. east from Bigelow Village on Me. Highway 27).
182.47 m.—Sugarloaf (lean-to). (To be constructed).
188.67 m.—Spaulding Mtn. (lean-to). (To be constructed).
196.76 m.—Saddleback Junior (lean-to). (To be constructed).
204.3 m.—Piazza Rock, Saddleback Mtn. (lean-to).
215.84 m.--Sabbath Day Pond (lean-to).
224.01 m.--Elephant Mtn. (lean-to).
232.62 m .--Squirrel Rock (lean-to).
241.9 m.—Frye Brook (lean-to).
248.62 m.--Grafton Notch (lean-to).
252.05 m.--A.M.C. Old Speck Pond Shelter (not a public campsite).
256.99 m.--A.M.C. Full Goose Shelter (not a public campsite).
261.49 m.--A.M.C. Carlo Col Shelter (not a public campsite).
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which the memory will linger long. The central section, 48.5 miles from Piscataquis River to the
base of Mt. Bigelow, is, with the exception of the outstanding peaks of Moxie Bald and Pleasant
Pond Mountains, the valley portion of the route. But it is rich in historic interest and affords
delightful traveling. At the east base of Mt. Bigelow, the beginning of the third section of 98
miles, the character of the country, west to the Maine-New Hampshire Line, changes completely.
Gone are the lakes and streams and the days of delightful travel on age-old wood roads. Ahead is
only a broken, disconnected group of densely forested mountains with steep climbs and equally
steep descents. almost monotonous in the constant succession. In every direction is a sea of
jumbled, forested peaks. It is a lonely region. It calls for extreme exertion and endurance. He
who wishes to travel with a sense of complete isolation and be sufficient unto himself, camping
each night where darkness may overtake him, will find his desires in The Appalachian Trail west
from Mt. Bigelow.
The mountains, traversed by the eastern section of the Appalachian Trail, apart from the
Katahdinauguoh, the group around Katahdin, are familiar names. Among these are Rainbow,
Nesuntabunt, Potaywadjo, Joe Mary, Boardman, White Cap, the Barren-Chairback Range with
its peaks - Chairback, Columbus, Fourth, Third and Barren - and Boarstone. It is along the Trail
route in western Maine, that new possibilities for the mountaineer have developed. Here is
surprisingly extensive series of peaks, close to 4,000 feet in elevation--and, in Maine, a 4,000foot mountain is a very considerable peak. On the Appalachian Trail, or closely adjacent to it, are
some 30 peaks. Lest this be thought an over-enthusiastic generalization, it may be well to
particularize: These peaks are:
The Bigelow Range: (U.S.G.S. Stratton Quadrangle).
East Peak – 4,058 feet
West Peak – 4,150 feet
North Horn – 3,800 feet
South Horn – 3,831 feet
Cranberry Peak – 3,213 feet
Sugarloaf Mountain – 4,237 feet
Burnt Hill (east of Sugarloaf, no trail) – 3,595 feet
Spaulding Mountain – 3,988 feet
Crockertown Mountain – 4,168 feet
Redington Pond Range (west of Appalachian Trail) – 3,427 feet
Black Nubble (west of Appalachian Trail) - 3,670 feet
Mt. Abraham - 4,049 feet
The Saddleback Range (U.S.G.S. Phillips Quadrangle).
Poplar Ridge – 3,100 feet
Saddleback Jr. – 3,640 feet
The Horn – 4,023 feet
Saddleback’s twin peaks – 4,116 feet
Elephant Mountain – 3,900 feet
Old Blue Mountain – 3,735 feet
C Pond Bluff –
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Spruce Mountain
Baldpate: (A.T.C. MAINE GUIDEBOOK MAP)
East Peak - 3,800 feet
West Peak – 4,080 feet
Old Speck Mountain – 4,250 feet (A.M.C. White Mountain Guide)
Mahoosuc Arm and Mahoosuc Mountain
Fulling Mill Mountain – 3,450 feet
Goose Eye:
East Peak
North Peak - 3,650 feet
West Peak - 3,854 feet
This is truly an imposing list. The trails to these mountain are marked in the standard
Appalachian Trail practice --white paint blazes, placed fore and aft like highway markers in the
direction of travel. In addition, metal markers containing the insignia of the Trail, are used. At
highway crossings and important points, as fast as the limited volunteer resources of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club permit, large white board signs, giving distances and termini are being
put up.
Of all of these peaks, prior to The Appalachian Trail project, there were trails to only four, on
which there were Maine Forest Service fire towers. The routes to the firetower on Mt. Bigelow
from Me. Highway 16 and to Old Speck in Grafton Notch, were best known. The firetower on
Mt. Abraham was reached only by a long route from the east, by way of Rapid Stream, from the
KingfieId-Salem Road. The firetower on Mt. Saddleback, overlooking the broad expanse of the
Rangeley Lakes, was reached by the fire warden's trail from Saddleback Lake. Trails partially
opened to Old Blue and Baldpate had succumbed to the efforts of the forest to regain its own.
From Bigelow to Saddleback we now have the benefit of the accurate elevations, recently
obtained by the U.S. Geological Survey, which appear on the Stratton, Phillips and Rangeley
Quadrangles, obtainable from the U.S. Geological Survey at a cost of ten cents each. The height
of most of the remaining peaks in this list of 30 is a matter of vague conjecture.
There has long existed a controversy as to which is the second highest mountain in Maine. Old
Speck, for years, was so reputed, with an elevation of 4,250 feet, based upon the Appalachian
Mountain Clubs's WHITE MOUNTAIN GUIDE. Recently I learned that this elevation had been
determined by barometer by John P. Fox of Maplewood, New Jersey, and Andover, Maine.
When Arthur C. Comey, of The New England Trail Conference, was exploring in western Maine
to advance The Appalachian Trail in this direction, he enlisted the services of Mr. Fox in making
the map of western Maine, which has appeared in the A.M.C. WHITE MOUNTAIN GUIDE
since 1925. Old Speck's claim to fame was, however, rudely shocked in 1932 with the
appearance of the U.S.G.S. Stratton Quadrangle, revealing an exact, determined elevation of
4,237 feet for Sugarloaf. Unknown prior to 1932, it had not even appeared in the lists as a
claimant. As, in the light of experience, the estimated elevation of a mountain decreases when
exact levels are run, Sugarloaf’s actual 4,237 feet may eventually overtop Old Speck's estimated
4,280 feet. New support for Old Speck's claim to predominance was developed, however, this
summer, when, at the instigation of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Old Speck Firewarden
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Dan Wight of North Newry, made a series of barometric observations, resulting in a
confirmation of the original elevation of 4,250 feet.
With this new region now accessible, it is the purpose of this article 3 to outline briefly how each
outstanding peak may be reached. The 254-page GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN
MAINE, obtainable from The Appalachian Trail Conference at 901 Union Trust Building,
Washington, D. C. $1.00), describes in detail, in both directions, the 224 miles completed in
1935 of the ultimate 265 miles of Appalachian Trail in Maine. In the course of time a new
edition of the Guidebook will fill in the gaps for the recently completed section. This resume
may serve as a stop-gap, until the appearance of the final edition of the Guidebook, for the
traveler who wishes to test his endurance against these newly-opened routes.
The outstanding group in western Maine is the Mt. Bigelow Range, a dense spruce and fir
covered ridge trending east and west, with a trail system of 28 miles, and in interest easily
second to Katahdin. Its name harks back to dramatic events of the American Revolution. Close
by, Benedict Arnold’s expedition toiled up Dead River through the depths of the Maine
wilderness to attack Quebec after a march of unequaled hardships. Arnold and Montgomery
joined forces and, in a blinding snowstorm, on New Year's Eve, forced their way into the lower
town. For a moment Quebec was in their hands but Montgomery was shot down and Arnold
severely wounded. Had this expedition succeeded, Benedict Arnold might have been the hero of
the American Revolution instead of its despised Judas. Bigelow was one of the officers of
Arnold’s expedition, who was reputed to have climbed the mountain to survey the route ahead.
Other names along the range, such as Arnold’s Well and Cave, are reminders of this expedition.
Highways encircle the Mt. Bigelow Range. From Dead River Village, on the north, to Stratton
on the west is Maine Highway 16; on the south side of the mountain, from Stratton east to
Carrabassett, is Maine Highway 27, so that from the highways there are four approaches to the
trail system: The Ledge House, Dead River Post Office, Stratton and Bigelow Village. If one
comes from the north along the Dead River Route of The Appalachian Trail, by the banks of this
3 For convenience, the sections of Trail accessible at each end by highway are listed below:
Section 16. Dead River Village (Me. Highway 16) to
Bigelow Village (Me. Highway 27)
14.58 m.
Offset on Me. Highway 27
.33 m.
Section 17. Bigelow Village (Me. Highway 27) to Orbeton Stream
12.76 m.
Section 16. Orbeton Stream to Me. Highway 4
16.15 m.
Section 19. Me. Highway 4 to Me. Highway 17 (Houghton-Oquossoc Road)
8.8 m.
Seotion 20. Me, Highway 17 (Houghton-Oquosoc Road) to Me. Highway 5
(Andover-South Arm Road)
10.1 m.
Offset on Me. Highway 5
.1 m.
Seotlon 21. Me. Highway 5 (Andover-South Arm Road) to
Andover-B Hill Road
13.03 m.
Offset on Andover-B Hill Road
.02 m.
Section 22. Andover B Hill Road to Grafton Notch (Me. Highway 26)
7.2 m.
Offset on Me. Highway 26
.44 m.
Sectlon 23. Grafton Notch (Me. Highway 26) to Me.-N. H. Line
12.46 m.
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meandering stream, the abrupt rise of this long range from the flat lands of Dead River is most
striking. If the approach is from the east by the alternate Arnold Trail Route, one’s conception of
the range is withheld until from the open cliffs on little Bigelow Mtn., the summits ahead
suddenly tower like jagged needles.
It almost seems as if the features of the Bigelow Range are arranged in pairs. Little Bigelow
Mountain lying to the east, is a miniature of the main range. The East and West Peaks are almost
identical in appearance. Also symmetrical and only slightly lower are the North and South Horns.
A traverse of the 28-mlle trail system of the Mt. Bigelow Range will occupy three days. For the
camper there is a lean-to at Bigelow Col between East and West Peaks, and at The Horns Pond
not one but twin lean-tos. For the traveler who wishes to use available public accommodations, it
would be necessary to travel somewhat in this order: 4 From Maine Highway 16, 1.4 mi. west of
Dead River Post Office, follow The Appalachian Trail to the col between Little Bigelow
and Bigelow Mountains, thence west over the East and West Peaks to The Horns, and then south
to Maine Highway 27 at Bigelow Village, a distance of 13.2 miles. Continuing west along the
main range, from The Horns Pond past Cranberry Pond, over Cranberry Peak, past Arnold's Well
and Cave, to Stratton is the 8-mile blue-blazed Bigelow Range Trail opened by Game Warden
Helon N. Taylor of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. To go from Dead River Village to
Stratton over the main Appalachian Trail to the Horns Pond and then over the Bigelow Range
Trail is quite a full day; it would probably be more satisfactory to retrace one's course from
Bigelow Village to The Horns and then go west along the range. The remaining sector of the
Bigelow trails is the 5 miles from The Ledge House on Maine Highway 16 along Little Bigelow
Mountain to the col between Little Bigelow and the main range, where the two alternate routes
of The Appalachian Trail - the Arnold Trail, which comes along Little Bigelow - and the Dead
River Route join. From this junction one may continue west and south to Bigelow Village or go
north, downhill to Dead River Post Office on Maine Highway 16, a distance of 2 m. As Dead
River Post Office is only 2 miles from the Ledge House by highway, this makes a very moderate
round trip of under 10 miles.
The Trail route along Little Bigelow follows close to the west edge of the escarpment in many
places, affording a splendid outlook of the dominating peaks rising to the south. The majesty of
the uncut spruce and fir forest along this ridge crest, the unique setting of The Horns Pond or The
Tarn on the top of the ridge, as well as the constant succession of cycloramic views make the
traverse of the 28-mile trail system on Mt. Bigelow most rewarding. Public accommodations are
readily available; at Stratton is the Arnold Inn; on Maine Highway 16, The Ledge House; at
Bigelow Village, on the south slope of the mountain, cabins may be rented from A. R. Remick
(P.O. Bigelow Village, Maine); no meals are obtainable here, however.
Beyond Mt. Bigelow a series of north and south roads, passable by automobile, divides the Trail
route into sections of a possible day's journey. Perhaps the most difficult is the link between
Bigelow Village at Maine Highway 27 and Maine Highway 4, near Rangeley. It is in this section,
on the north slope of Spaulding Mountain, that a premature snowstorm last fall blocked the plan
of the CCC to complete The Appalachian Trail across Maine, leaving a roughly blazed section of
4 See Mt. Bigelow Range Map in GUIDE TO APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE.
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2 miles which is, however, readily traversible. It is expected that this short link will be
standardized early in 1937. For this 28.9 mile section, which involves a climb of Sugarloaf,
Spaulding, Abraham and Saddleback, three more lean-tos are planned. One will be on the north
slope of Sugarloaf. The one south of Spaulding Mountain will afford a base for the side trail to
Mt. Abraham. The third, across Orbeton Stream, the divide between the two mountain groups,
will be built on the slope of Saddleback Junior. The fourth lean-to at Piazza Rock, on the east
side of Saddlebaek Mountain, was completed in 1936.
At Orbeton Stream, some 12.75 miles by Trail from Maine Highway 27, the Trail route
crosses the abandoned railroad tracks of the Sandy River and Rangeley Lakes Railroad - the
narrow gauge which formerly afforded access to Rangeley from Farmington. The old railroad
grade has been made passable by automobile to this point, a distance of 8 miles from Maine
Highway 16, some 4 miles west of Rangeley Village. One mile north of the Trail on this road are
Savage's Redington Pond Camps (A.B. Savage, Stratton, Maine), where, by advance
arrangement, limited accommodations may to obtained. This means that the traveler,
who does not wish to camp out at the lean-tos, may go from Maine Highway 27 to Maine
Highway 4 in two days by utilizing the Redington Pond Camps, although each day will be
decidedly ample.
The original route from Bigelow Village to Sugarloaf Mountain was opened in late 1933 by
Helon N. Taylor. From the valley of the Carrabassett River at Bigelow Village, the Trail climbs
steadily for 4 1/2 miles, gaining an elevation of 2,900 feet. The upper slopes of Sugarloaf are, as
well may be expected, covered with a dense growth of scrub. Its cone is bare rock, the relic of
earlier fire. To the east a curving ridge leads to the trailless Burnt Hill, only 700 feet lower. To
the west, across Caribou Valley, is a long dominating range. Its north half, Crockertown
Mountain, also variously known Mt. Pisgah and Stony Brook, reaches with its several peaks an
elevation of 4,168 feet. Its lower half, the Redington Pond Range, has two peaks of 3,724 and
3,984 feet. There are no trails to either of these densely forested peaks. A steep slide on the east
slope of Crockertown Mountain, reached from the game warden's trail from Bigelow Village to
Caribou Pond, probably affords the most direct access to its summit. South from Sugarloaf, the
Trail continues along a crest with a series of ascents and descents and a wall breaking sharply to
the east, to Spaulding Mountain, just 14 feet under 4,000 feet. The main Trail passes one-tenth of
a mile west of its summit but a side trail reaches the cleared out viewpoint at the top of this
densely wooded cone.
A mile and a half south of Mt. Spaulding, the Trail turns abruptly west, descending some 4 miles
to the old railroad crossing of Orbeton Stream. This change in direction is made on a broad
plateau, lumbered some years back with a thick low growth affording constant views. The maze
of old lumber roads here is somewhat bewildering. At this turn, a 2-mile side trail is projected
southeast toward the firetower on Mt. Abraham, 4,049 feet. Beyond the firetower, Mt. Abraham
is a long, narrow rock ridge, breaking off abruptly to the south. To have included Abraham in the
through Appalachian Trail would have meant considerable circuity and the problem was met by
the construction of a side trail. This long rock ridge is most impressive. Viewed from the east,
particularly in the region of Pleasant Pond, the bare, glistening dome of Sugarloaf, balanced by
the rounded black dome of Spaulding in the center and then the long bare rock ridge of Mt.
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Abraham, breaking off suddenly to the south, deployed on the skyline, distant many days’ travel
on the Trail, are unforgettable.
From the railroad crossing at Orbeton Stream, where the conversion of the old railroad grade into
a road ends, across the Saddleback Range, is a strenuous trip of either 12 or 16 miles. Saddleback
is an immense range, extending northeast and southwest. From Orbeton Stream the Trail climbs
very steeply to the 3,100-foot contour on Poplar Ridge and then bears southwest across open
ledges to Saddleback Junior, 3,640 feet. Beyond, it descends into a deep saddle and, increasing in
elevation, reaches The Horn, 23 feet over the requisite 4,000. It is to The Horn and the two main
peaks of the mountain that the name, Saddleback, is due. For over 3 miles the Trail on
Saddleback is along an open crest. Delightful travel in clear weather, as one gains an
increasingly broad panorama of the Rangeley Lakes, care must be used under adverse weather
conditions. The Saddleback Junior Lean-to will provide for campers in this section. At the
firetower (4,116 feet), the traveler may, if he wishes, turn north and follow an easy trail for
approximately 5 1/2 miles, constructed by the CCC, north to the Saddleback Lake Camp. (John P.
Redmond, Rangeley, Maine). From the summit the main route descends, passing three
attractively-located ponds and the remains of an old log sluice in a rough section. Shortly beyond
is the Piazza Rock Lean-to. This feature is an enormous, projecting boulder with mature trees
growing on its top. Nearby is a series of boulder caves. A mile beyond, the Trail is within a
quarter of a mile of Maine Highway 4, at the ford between the Second and Third Sandy River
Ponds. Here one may be met by car and taken to Rangeley Village, where accommodations are
available at numerous hotels and tourist camps. The main Appalachian Trail, however, continues
northwest, following the abandoned Beech Hill Road, the original route to Rangeley, for a
distance of 4 miles to Maine Highway 4 at the outlet of Long Pond. Rangeley and its
surroundings offer much of interest. The country to the north has recently been made accessible
through the construction of a fire road from Rangeley to Wilson's Mills on Asiscohos Lake on
the Magalloway River, a long famous section. One who visits this area should consult Farrar's
Guidebook, ILLUSTRATED GUIDE BOOK TO THE ANDROSCOGGIN LAKES AND THE
HEADWATERS OF THE CONNECTICUT, MAGALLOWAY AND ANDROSCOGGIN
RIVERS, published in 1887.
An extension of Maine Highway 17, which formerly ended at Houghton, north to Oquossoc on
the Rangeley Lakes, makes the next section of the Trail an easy day's journey of 8.8 miles. From
Maine Highway 4, the Trail follows, for 2 1/2 miles, the Houghton fire road, which leads at first
along the west shore of Long Pond and then bears west. The fire road then branches to the north,
while the Trail trends to the south, crossing the narrow isthmus between another Long Pond and
Sabbath Day and Round Ponds. At the outlet of Sabbath Day Pond is located a lean-to. A short
distance farther are the public camps of Long Pond, managed by Harry Packard (P. O. Oquossoc,
Maine), where by advance arrangements, limited accommodations may be obtained. As will
have been noted, there are two Long Ponds in this section. The eastern Long Pond is near Maine
Highway 4. The western, together with Round, Sabbath Day and Moxie Pond, are known
collectively as "Four Ponds". Between these groups is a magnificent growth of primeval spruce
timber. Unfortunately, much of it has been killed by insect attacks. From the outlet of the
western Long Pond, a broad trail leads, with a gradual descent, to Maine Highway 17, At the end
of this section, accommodations may be obtained by going north on the road for about 8 miles, to
Camp Bemis (Frank Savage, Oquossoc, Maine).
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The next section of Trail, from Maine Highway 17 to Maine Highway 5 (the Andover-South
Arm Road), is 10.1 miles in extent. This section begins some 7 miles north of Houghton. From
the highway, the Trail descends for a mile to the abandoned Rangeley Division of the Maine
Central Railroad at Summit. Then it leads southwest up the deep valley of Bemis Brook, with the
long ridge of Bemis Mountain to the north. This region was badly burned in 1903, with a
resulting dense growth and the inevitable beaver flowages along the brook, which frequently
threaten to obliterate the Trail. The route climbs gradually, finally coming into an untouched
dense spruce and fir growth. In an open bog, at the head of Bemis Brook, is located the Elephant
Mountain Lean-to. Beyond, for a mile, the Trail leads with little change in elevation through one
of the finest stands of uncut spruce and fir along the route, in the sag between Elephant to the
north and Old Blue to the south. The route here skirts abrupt beetling cliffs, the head of the
Elephant. Elephant Mountain is said to have three tops and to afford a magnificent view of the
Rangeley Lakes. Old Blue is a long ridge, perhaps more accessible from the south. It is notorious
for dense scrub. As Thoreau said of the forest at Katahdin, that he walked on the tops of the trees,
so those who have been on Old Blue declare most emphatically that this is the way that one
travels best there. Elephant and Old Blue are seldom climbed. The Appalachian Trail Conference
has been endeavoring to interest local groups in constructing a side trail to the summit of
Elephant. It is certainly an outstanding peak.
From the saddle between Elephant and Old Blue, where also is the Franklin and Oxford County
Line, the Trail enters a recently lumbered section and descends steeply for 2 1/2 miles along the
West Branch of Black Brook to Maine Highway 5, the Andover-South Arm Road. Andover is
10.7 miles to the south; South Arm on Lower Richardson Lake is 2 miles to the north.
Accommodations may be obtained here in season at the Sunset Lake Camps (Mrs. Elsie B.
Graves, South Arm, P.O. Andover, Maine). Visible to the north, where the Trail reaches
Highway 5, is a lower mountain, a replica of Elephant, and often confused with it. To this peak
the U.S. Geographic Board recently applied the name Mettalak, after a famous Indian who lived
in this section. Between Mettalak and Elephant Mountains went the old trail to the Richardson
Farm, long disused. South on the highway is Black Brook Notch. This contains many interesting
features which are described in detail in Hubbard’s Guidebook.
The next section of Trail leads from Maine Highway 5 to the Andover-B Hill Road, a distance of
13 miles. On this section, a lean-to is located at Squirrel Rock, 4.15 miles from the highway and,
7 miles, on C Pond, is Camp Keewadin, operated by George Learned, well known to A.M.C.
August camp parties. By making advance arrangements with Learned (P. 0. Andover. Maine),
accommodations for a limited party may be had here. This is a much jumbled region. After a
distance of about 3 miles, the Trail joins the old route from Andover to C Pond, leading up
Sawyer Brook, through the notch between Sawyer and Moody Mountains. From the east end of
C Pond (1,250 ft.), the headwaters of the Dead Cambridge River, where Bluff towers abruptly
from the north side of the Pond, the Bates College Outing Club, under the direction of Professor
W. H. Sawyer Jr. has constructed and is maintaining a side trail to the exposed cliffs near the
summit of C Pond Bluff. The Trail is well-located, although its climb is exceedingly steep,
passing in several instances along narrow ledges at the base of sheer cliffs. The spectacular view
at the top of the one mile blue-blazed side trail is well worth the effort involved. Beyond
Learned’s Camps, the route bears up Mountain Brook, following an old tote-road through a
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pleasing forest growth, and then, after a mile, turns abruptly west, crossing Spruce Mountain.
Perhaps fittingly located at the top, the CCC constructed a bench where a weary traveler may
pause and survey the Trail route as far back as Saddleback. At the west base of Spruce Mountain
lies Surplus Pond (1,900 ft.). From its outlet the Trail route descends steadily to the Andover- B
Hill Road, where Frye Brook joins Ellis River. Andover is 6 miles to the south. Accommodations
are available here at the Milton House and arrangements may be made at the Andover Garage (H.
R. Richards) for necessary transportation.
The next section of Trail is contained in a triangle of roads, formed by Maine Highway 26 and
the Andover-B Hill Road, leading to Rangeley Lakes. If one refers to the detailed description of
Farrar's Guidebook, it is quite apparent that this section was better known half a century ago.
Andover has long been a famous summer resort. Frye Brook, which the Trail follows, is a
miniature canyon with spectacular waterfalls, chasms and unique rock formations. A quarter of a
mile from the highway is located the Frye Brook Lean-to. Just beyond commence the interesting
features of Frye Brook. The nomenclature of the Farrar days (Lower Fall, Upper Fall, Sylvan
Cascades and The Flume) is hard to reconcile with the present day names of The Churn,
The Cataract and The Flume. Along the brook are double falls, a flume and a series of cascades
above which a log bridge has been built to permit a view of the chasm. Beyond the old dam on
Frye Brook, the Trail ascends steadily, entering uncut spruce which finally becomes dense scrub,
then reaching the open summit of Baldpate, known as the East Peak. Beyond, a series of open
ledges leads to the West Peak. Baldpate is really the surprise mountain of this entire chain, its
bulk comprising at least six peaks. It, too, is a mountain of many names. Viewed from the south,
it has a saddle-shaped appearance which is responsible for its name of Saddleback. Another
name is Bear River White Cap. On the west side of Baldpate’s East Peak are cliffs which must
be negotiated with care, then comes an open saddle and a climb to the still higher West Peak, for
which a barometric elevation of 4,080 feet has been obtained. Beyond, the route skirts two
wooded summits, then drops steeply down toward Grafton Notch.
Those who have driven through Grafton Notch will recall the precipitous cliffs which form its
east wall. About three-quarters of a mile east from Maine Highway 26, the blue-blazed Table
Rock Trail leaves The Appalachian Trail and leads south half a mile to these cliffs, from which
the highway is 1,000 feet below. West from Table Rock, across the wall of the Notch is a long
open ridge leading to the summit of Old Speck. The Grafton Notch Lean-to, located beside a
tumbling stream, is two-tenths of a mile
of Maine Highway 26. The distance from the
Andover-B Hill Road by Trail to Grafton Notch is 7.2 miles; in the Notch there is an offset of .44
m. along the highway. South, 4.4 miles on Maine Highway 26, are located Wight’s Brook Camps
(Fred W. Wight. North Newry, Maine). The nearest railroad approach is the Grand Trunk
Railroad at Bethel, 19.7 miles distant; Rumford on the Maine Central Railroad is 29.1 miles
distant. There are many interesting features along the highway in Grafton Notch. Best known are
the twisting cascades of Screw Auger Falls. Nearby are the Devil’s Den, Mother Walker’s Falls
and Moose Cave.
Where the Trail leaves the highway at the Forest Service Campground, for Old Speck, the
elevation is 1,500 feet; the summit is close to 4,250 feet. As the distance is only 1.6 miles for the
climb of 2,700 feet, one does not have to be told that the Old Speck Trail is laborious. Its
steepness is notorious. Several other routes have been attempted on Old Speck but nothing more
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satisfactory than the present trail has been developed. Prior to the days of the firewarden’s trail,
the old route went along the open ledges of the bare ridge which leads east down into Grafton
Notch. Last summer Firewarden Dan Wight re-opened this old route, now known as The East
Spur Trail, which leads from the firewarden’s camp to the firetower. Old Speck Mountain, apart
from its height, is a magnificent peak. Its abrupt rise in every direction makes it a dominating
feature along the entire Trail.
From Grafton Notch to the Maine-New Hampshire Line, the western terminus of the 265 miles
of the Maine Section of The Appalachian Trail, is 12.45 miles. This is far from an accessible
terminus, as one is very much in the wilderness here. To "get out", one must continue west along
the Trail to Gorham, on the Androscoggin River and the Grand Trunk Railroad, a distance of
15.88 miles.
This section of Trail, west of Old Speck, following a mountain range known as the Mahoosuc
Range, antedates The Appalachian Trail in Maine. From Gorham to Old Speck, this route was
progressively opened by the Appalachian Mountain Club from 1926 on, and, as far as Old Speck
Mountain, is still maintained by the trail crews of that very well-known organization. The
Mahoosuc Range, in all some 28 miles, affords travelling that is difficult in the extreme. It is an
amateur trail with a very rough footway. There is scarcely a level foot along the entire section.
Experienced trail travelers have termed this section and the link between the Great Smokies and
Nantahala Mountains, in the south, as of almost equal difficulty. The Mahoosuc is a real
wilderness section. The Appalachian Mountain Club has five lean-tos (not public campsites)
along this route; three of these, Speck Pond, Full Goose Shelter and Carlo Col, are in Maine; the
others in New Hamphire. Much of this section is a low scrub growth along open ledges,
according magnificent views, particularly of the dominating Presidential Range to the south. The
story of the conquest of the Mahoosuc Range is interestingly told by Paul R. Jenks in the
December, 1932 issue of Appalachia, the journal of the Appalachian Mountain Club. The
builders of this section of the Mahoosuc Range Trail were indeed pioneering; it was long before
the through route continued on to Katahdin.
Traveling west, after one leaves the summit of Old Speck, a dense spruce and fir forest, he soon
descends a bare slope, the relic of a rock slide in 1924. Speck Pond, just beyond, at an elevation
of 3,500 feet, according to the A.M.C. WHITE MOUNTAIN GUIDE, is the highest body of
water in Maine. Beyond Mahoosuc Arm and Mahoosuc Mountain comes Mahoosuc Notch, the
most spectacular feature of the Range. It is a deep chasm, lying athwart the range. Ice is usually
found in this dark, gloomy chasm at all times of the year. The Trail route leads through it for a
distance of a mile, climbs over and under enormous boulders. Extreme care must be used here; a
slip could have most serious consequences.
Beyond the Notch, the Trail crosses Fulling Mill Mountain and reaches the Goose Eye Peaks.
The origin of this picturesque name is a matter for speculation. It has been suggested that the
name was originally Goose High and had reference to the fact that the migrating Canadian geese
would be flying as high as this summit. Just beyond the A.M.C. Full Goose Shelter is the open
North Peak, 3,650 feet. Beyond are the East and West Peaks, culminating in an elevation of
3,854 feet. Goose Eye is a dominating cone, conspicuous from many directions. Its
inaccessibility has lured many travelers. To lessen the difficulty of reaching this peak over The
Appalachian Trail, the recently organized Maine Alpine Club, under the leadership of its
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president, Stanley B. Attwood, proposes to cut a side trail of some 4 1/2 miles to the summit
from Ketchum along Goose Eye Brook from Sunday River on the east. Such a trail would make
the Mahoosuc Wilderness much more accessible to Maine residents. A short distance beyond the
Goose Eye Peaks is the notch of Carlo Col, with the Carlo Col lean-to one-quarter of a mile to
the north. Just beyond, on an open slope, is the broad swath marking the Maine-New Hampshire
line, a distance of 265 miles from Katahdin.
MAINE KATAHDIN TRIP – 1937
Equipment
Bergans Pack – Shoulder Pads
Match case – Inspirator – Meta Tablets (with extra flashlight bulb)
Triangular Bandage – First Aid Kit, with Pyrol and Band Aids
Khaki Handkerchiefs (2) – Toilet Paper – Salt Tablets – Indelible Pencils
Money Pouch with licenses, etc.
Extra Meter (3) – Screw Driver – Pliers
Suit Wool Underwear
Wool Socks
Wool Trousers
Wool Shirts
Rain Shirt – Rain Hat
Flashlight – Extra Batteries
Waterproof Bag – Maine Guide
Notebook – Pencils
Map Case – Toilet Kit – Wash Rag – Towel
Altimeter
Stamped Envelopes
Ax
Food Bag
Fish Tackle – Rod – Reel
Fly Box
Sleeping Bag
Undated. Appalachian Trail East from Grafton Notch
Total
Miles
0.00
0.2
0.63
1.3
2.6
3.48
3.98
6.63

Section
Miles
7.20
7.0
6.57
5.9
4.6
3.72
3.22
0.57

Section
No.
22
22

Features
Highway 26
Grafton Notch Lean-to
Trail to Table Rock
N. Spur of West Peak
W. Peak of Baldpate
E. Peak of Baldpate
Little Baldpate
The Flume
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6.81
6.92
7.20
7.20
7.26
10.18
10.93
14.33
14.88
17.18

0.39
0.28
0
13.03
12.97
10.05
9.30
5.90
5.35
3.05

17.51

2.72

20.23
20.23

0
10.10

23.25

7.08

24.71

5.62

29.15
30.33
30.33

1.18
0
8.80

32.86
36.08
39.01
39.13
39.13
43.33
44.40
44.53
44.89
46.21
48.08
48.13
49.71
51.66
51.95
53.16
55.28
55.28

6.27
3.05
0.12
0
16.15
11.95
10.88
10.75
10.39
9.07
7.20
7.15
5.57
3.62
3.33
2.12
0

22
22
21
21
21
21

21
21
21
21
20
20
20
20
20
20
19
19
19
19
19
19
19
18
18
18

18
18
17

The Churn
Frye Brook Lean-to
B Hill Road
Ellis River crossing
Outlet of Surplus Pond
Spruce Mtn.
Camp Keewadin
Trail to C Pond Bluff
Squirrel Rock Lean-to
Sawyer Brook
Sawyer Notch
Black Brook
Highway 5
West Branch, Black Brook
Oxford-Franklin Co. line
Elephant – Old Blue saddle
Elephant Mtn. Shelter
Bemis Brook
Summit Station
Highway 17
Four Ponds Brook
Long Pond (western)
Sabbath Day Pond Lean-to
Junction with truck road
Outlet Long Pond (Crystal L.)
Highway 4
Sandy River Ponds (2-3)
Piazza Rock Shelter
Caves
Ethel Pond, sluice
Eddy Pond, old lean-to
Saddleback Mtn.
Trail to Saddleback Lake
Horn
Saddleback Jr.
Saddleback Jr. Lean-to
Poplar Ridge summit
S. R. & R. L. Ry. Orbeton Stream

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine –1937 - Transcribed by David Field - Page

259

C. C. C. MEMOIRS
Earl Brasier, South Portland, Maine
Maine Historical Society, CCC Memoirs
Spring 1934 to Spring 1937 Age 20-.22-.yrs.
Entered as L.E.M. (Local Experienced Man) through the Forestry Dept, (Knowledge of woods
and of cutting wood and of the surrounding area, and a fair ability to play basket-ball for the
Camps new team being organized, lived in barracks with regular enlisted men (Army
regulations) and followed their rules.)
Appalachian Trail—A new hiking trail from Mt. Katahdin in Maine to Georgia—Our project—
To follow existing trails where feasable using existing wood roads, camp roads, forestry roads
and just plain camp trails—or at our judgement to be altered where necessary , always striving to
climb most mountain ranges—also adding side trails to points of interest—(spectacular view,
etc) never to exceed 1 1/2 miles.
We (the 15 of us plus Paul McKeon, the cook) started at Bingham— across Bald Mountain to
Blanchard—thru 3 1/2 miles woods to Lake Hebron, Monson—thru village Approximately 3 1/2
miles Greenville Road to ' Spectacle Pond—thru woods to old Stagecoach line—-across to little
Wilson, followed down to Big Wilson— up Boarstone Mountain, then a succession of
Mountains—Barren (5 miles long), Chairbacks, Gulf Hagas, White Cap, Boardman Mt.,
Crawford Pond, down Cooper Brook (7 miles) to Middle Jo Mary, then to Lower Jo Mary,
thence on to foot of Katahdin.
We had 3 weeks straight work of long hours then 1 week off to go back to Main Camp. Physical
checkup, Church, and clean-up. Hugh MacNeil, our Forester in charge would have supplies
waiting at pre-determined spots. We usually worked from a camp site, back 5 miles, then ahead 5
miles, then jump ahead 10 miles and do the same thing again. We lived in tents (very primitive)
but I cannot remember one bad or boring day.
We passed many sporting camps and occasionally worked a deal— a couple of cabins for clean
up work around area—and 15 healthy guys could do a lot.
We did a lot of hiking on days off, (week ends) distant mountains— streams, lakes, a lot of
fishing (it would get boring but more boring if you didn't do it.)
We fought a few forest fires—mostly ground fires caused by lightning— a very few times a
crown fire—really burning—and fast— a pine 2 or 3 hundred yards off would suddenly
explode—all the air around sucked back into fire—hence back fires.
One of the Debsconeague Ponds—-prettiest in the state-— a 30ft. waterfall going directly into
the pond.
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Trail not workable mid-October to mid May—so we had side jobs—- Surveyed road from
Shirley Mills thru to Carratunk (Charles Hardy- Forester and surveyor) marked and staked—
Shirley crew woull cut approximately 100 ft. wide right -of-way fill in with bulldozers
and haul gravel 2 yrs approx 12 miles.
Another side job daily trip from Greenville to head of Lake Seboomook, 40 miles tearing down
German Prisoner of War Camps and hauling lumber back to Greenville—-about two weeks.
Also built swinging bridge over Little Wilson Stream driving iron pegs into ledge with sledge
hammers--the cable for foot planks plus hand Rail cables. Real neat --also put up a couple picnic
tables with rooves at camp sites along the way.
From Chair Back Mountain to Gulf Hagas-—about 4 miles a few of us fished it one Sunday--4
miles of gorge. The fishing! Wow!
Some trains arriving most winter Sundays from Bangor—-we attempted to build a ski jump from
foothills of Squaw to Shadow Pond not long enough extended it another 40 feet and had a
toboggan slide the hit of the season.
Work crews cutting wood for camp( used in winter months Our bosseds were rugged old time
woodsmen from Great Northern now acting as Foresters: Pete Goodine, Fred Gilbert, Hugh
MacKeil, Charles Hardy and Jim Bartley all of Greenville. Emmons Stacy of Shirley. Stacy
originally owned and operated the Shirley Lumber Company.
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